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ADVERTISEMENT, 


 T BEGAN this defence of the French Emi. 

grants at the time when a negociation for 
a general peace had been juft opened; when 
France was every where victorious abroad, 


and when the Jacobins were legally puniſhed 


at home. 


While the work was in the preſs, Lord 
MALMESBURY was ordered to quit France; 
the Archduke ChaRLESs ſaved Germany; 
Paris had witneſſed the death of M. de 
Cussy, and had heard a feſtival announced 
for the 2 1ſt of January!!! 


Several paſſages in my introduction are, 
unheppiſ, no longer applicable to exiſting 
a circume 


aſe. Rum * Wy 
mn 
- 


. ADVERTISEMENT. 


- "rlrcumftances. "The change of two or res 
phraſes might, perhaps, have re-eſtabliſhed | 
che reſemblance, without deſtroying, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, the force of the argument: 
but I rather choſe to preſerve the parts which 
demonſtrate the original object of the pub- 
lication, and point out the epoch at which 
it was begun; it is my with that the mo- 
tives which not only ſanctioned the under- 
taking, in my opinton, but which abſolutely 
preſcribed it as a duty, ſhould be known to 
the world. 


Same belligerent cenſor will, without 
doubt, object, that as the hope of peace was 
the principle of the work, I ought to have 
ſtopped as ſoon as that hope vaniſhed, and 
have waited in filence, until the chances of 
a protracted war ſhould revive it. In an- 
ſwer to ſuch an objection, I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that, in my apprehenſion, the hope of 
peace Is only delayed, not deſtroyed ; and I 

glory in being one of thoſe who hail its ap- 
proach moſt cordially and conſcientiouſly ; 
that notwithſtanding the abrupt termina- 


tion 


nnr. N 3 
len of the laſt negociation, it is demonſtra- 


* we 37 


- ted: that F rance will have peace on the very 


+ 38's 


day, and at the very hour At which the 
chooſes to have it, ſince the extent of flet 


- conqueſts forms the only ſubje@ for diſpute; 


that no Frenchman, wherever he may reſide, 
can now have a wiſh relative to the fate of 
his country, ſanctioned by morality and hu- 


manity, which can be accompliſhed without 


the reſtoration of its internal tranquillity and 
the perfection of. its laws; that the primary 


aſſemblies are about to meet in France; that 


it is not only my duty to bring before them 


| the cauſe which it is their province to try, 
bur that at a time when the whole human 


race are anxioully waiting the event of the 
new elections, whoever has a drop of French 
blood in his veins, and a ſingle ſpark of virtue 
in his heart, ought to examine himſelf, with 
the view of aſcertaining whether he has not 
ſome means of directing the choice of his 


countrymen, of promoting the freedom of 


ſuffrage, of conciliating the minds and in- 
ſtructing the conſciences of the people: in 
32 | ſhort, 


4 ADVERTISEMENT.” 


ſhort, of giving efficacy to the laſt reſoures 
not only of Frenchmen, but of the inkabit- 
ants of all other countries, 


There is even, in my opinion, 16 little 
time to be loft in ſerving all thoſe great 
Intereſts, that although there is {till an inter- 
val of two months to elapſe, before the meet- 
ing of the primary aſſemblies, yet the diſtance 
of the places, the inclemency of the ſeaſon, 
* the difficulty of communication, and, laſtly, 
the neceſſity of obtaining a few leiſure mo- 
ments for the purpoſe of meditation, deter- 
mine me to publiſh that part of my book 
which is printed off, while the a point of 
diſcuſſion is ſtill at preſs. 


I have bien induced to undertake this 
Work, becauſe I deemed it neceſſary, and 
becauſe nobody elſe had undertaken it. 

The confidence with which I expreſs my- 
ſelf is derived excluſively from the ſtrength 
of the rights which I had-to defend. I have 


more than once — the vi gour of my 
paſt 
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_ paſt years, which would doubtleſs have 
rendered me more : capable of pleading a 
cauſe which embraces ſuch a vaſt variety 
of important intereſts. It is certainly true, 
however, that at no period of my life 


{hould I have pleaded. with more zeal, with 


more religion, and, I muſt ſay, with leſs 


attention to my own perſonal intereſt; 


perhaps this was all that was requiſite, and 
the cauſe demanded no other ſupport, _ | 


After this explanation, it becomes me to 
fay, that I am always ready to become a 
martyr to the rights of a juſt and virtuous 
man; but will never render myſelf an in- 


ſtrument to gratify the purpoſes a the 


ſenſeleſs and perverſe. 


I heſitated a long time whether I ſhould 
prefix my name to an Addreſs to the People 


of France, or whether, without abſolutely 


diſavowing it, I ſhould publiſh it without a 
name. Neither the motives of my uncertainty 
BZ nor 


6 apvinriiennnr. 
nor thoſe of my decifion will eſede the 
upright mind and the Rang heart. 


In ſhort, it was my wiſh to reconcile all 
my duties, and I truſt I have ſucceeded in 
the attempt. I ſhall not, I hope, be deem- 
ed preſumptuous in ſtating my conviction, 
that no poſſible harm can reſult from this 
Work, while it is not impoſſible that it 
may do ſome good, That conſideration is 
ſufficient, under the preſent circumſtances, 
not only to Juſtify but to impel its publi- 
ation. 


' LALLY-TOLENDAL, 


Lonnony 
Jan. 1797. 


PRELIMINARY REMARKS 


BY THE TRANSLATOR. 


To ſecure object, of 2 from the 


attacks of calumny, and to protect the victims 
of oppreſſion from the ſhafts of jnjuſtice, is a 
taſk which every honeſt and vpright mind, 
whatever may be the bias of its political ſenti- 
ments, will be anxious to undertake and prompt 
to execute. It is'only by a ſteady adherence to 


the principles which influence this kind of con- 
duct, that the ties of religion and morality can, 


be enforced, and the bonds of ſocial order pre- 


ſerved from diffolution, Intereſt combines with 


duty to ſanRion its adoption, and it carries with 
it its own conſolation and reward. The proud 
veſſel which now diſplays its ſwelling fails, borne 
by a proſp perous breeze on the tranquil boſom 
of the ocean, and views with indifference the 


damaged bark that ſinks within its ſight, may 


fall a victim to the next ſtorm, and periſh itſelf 


a from 
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( vi \ 
from he want of that relief which 1 it had refuſed 
to extend to "another. 


The extreme e e 4 by the 
proſcribed claſſes in France, which included a 
very conſiderable portion of the virtue, the 
property, and the genius of the country, excited 
the commiſeration or reſentment of foreigners: 
at an early period of the Revolution; but till 
there were not wanting many who united with 
their love of the new ſyſtem a hatred of its foes, 
and who, regardleſs of the principles by which the 
Emigrants were actuated, did not ſcruple to attack 


them with all the virulence of invective and the 


rancour of malevolence. Impreſſed with a con- 


viction of the purity of their motives, and the 


integrity of their conduct, I ſtood forth as their 
champion, and took up the gauntlet which had 
been thrown down by the Earl of LaupzrDaLE, 
who had appeared as a volunteer in the ranks of 
their enemies. My conviction having been 


ſtrengthened by ſubſequent obſervations , it was 
with 


* The numbers of Emigrant Prieſts who have taken re- 
fuge in this hoſpitable country have excited ſerious appre- 
henſions in the minds of ſome ſtaunch friends and ſupporters 

of 


0 71 
with extreme pleaſure that I learned the * 
. mination of the Count de Lallr- Tork DAL 


to = their cauſe. The mind of this noble- 
man 


ä * * 
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of the Eſtabliſhed Church. The moſt diſtinguiſhed of theſe, 
who have made known their ſentiments on the ſubject, are 
Dr. RExNELL, and (I had nearly omitted the conjunc- 
tion copulative) the learned and ingenious Author of 
The Purſuits of Literature; a writer, whoſe principles 

and talents, as well from their nature as their application, 
give him a reſiſtleſs claim to ſuperior conſideration on all who 
place a juſt value on the exiſting inſtitutions of their country. 
But reſpectable as theſe authorities are, I cannot, in the 
preſent inſtance, receive them as deciſive. Their zeal, pure 
and laudable as it indiſputably is, appears to me to have 
given a wrong bias to their jadgment, by leading them to 
deſcry in the imputed progreſs of Popery thoſe dangers 
which only exiſt in the real growth of infidelity. That 
among the many Miniſters of the Romiſh Church now in 
England, ſome ſolitary inſtances of intemperance, diſplayed 

in a ſpirit of converſion, may be adduced, I can eaſily be- 
lieve; but my own perſonal obſervation, and the inquiries 
which I have made of thoſe who have the beft means of 
information, convince me, that the general ſpirit evinced by 
the French Emigrant Clergy is as innocuous as their conduct 
is exemplary. I admit, indeed, that the conſcientious ſa- 
crifice of their property, and of all their worldly comforts ; 
the ſteady piety which ſupports them under accumulated 
preſſures; the unaffected meekneſs, patience, and reſigna- 
tion which they have invariably oppoſed to affliction, miſ- 
fortune, and perſecution ; the gratitude which they diſplay 
1 benelits conferred; and the benevolence which they ex- 
a 2 tend 
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. dances, for the atchievement of this important 
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( viii ) 
man vns particularly: formed, by early habits, 
influenced by a peculiarity of afflictive circum- 


triumph 


Py PU - A 
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tend to all mankind ; are well calculated to give a favourable 
idea of the faith which they profeſs ;—but the generality of 
people are ſatisfied with obſerving es, without ſeeking to 
inveſtigate cauſes; and it will not be contended, that the con- 
templation of ſuch faſcinating objects as theſe can produce 
any but the moſt ſalutary conſequences, Would to Heaven 
they could excite univerſal imitation — the Miniſters of 


every church! 


Hotrmenotbe miſtaken—1 mean not to impute this laudable 
conduct to any peculiar excellence of the Romiſh faith, but 
merely to contend, that, from whatever ſource it proceeds, 
its effects on ſociety cannot be otherwiſe than of a beneficial 
nature. A firm friend to the Eſtabliſhed Church, from a 
conviction of the ſuperior purity of its tenets, I ſhould cer- 
tainly regard with a jealous eye any attempt to diminiſh the 
number of its followers ; but ſuch dimingtion is not, I con- 
ceive, to be dreaded from any efforts which the unfortunate 
Emigrant Clergy, now in Eugland, could make to procure 
eonverts. Indeed, how men, very few of whom underſtand 
even ſufficient of the language of the country to aſk a plain 
queſtion, are to enter into the diſcuſſion of abſtruſe points of 
theology, which muſt be neceſſary for the purpoſe of converſion, 
I am not, I confeſs, able to comprehend. They alſo labour 
under another material diſadvantage, in the want of the adven- 
titious aid of all thoſe external decorafions in general uſe in 
the Church of Rome, which ſpeak, with peculiar force, to the 
ſenſes of the common people. So that, were they everſo 

. „„ 


triumph of truth over falſehood, With a ſpirit of 
inveſtigation that. patiently ſubmits to the moſt 
Jaborious reſearch, and diſcriminative powers 

which 


1 
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ſtrongly diſpoſed to diſſeminate the principles of their reli. 
gious creed, they have not, in my apprehenſion, the means 
of doing it. It may, perhaps, be urged, that they might 
attain their object through the medium of the Engliſh Ca- 
tholics; but, in the firſt place, IL do not believe that the 
Engliſh Catholics, who (with ſome few, very few exceptions 
in the upper claſs of them) have expreſſed the utmoſt grati- 
tude for the indulgences they have already received from 
the Legiſlature, and who, perhaps, cheriſh hopes of receiv- 
ing till farther indulgences, would become the inſtruments 
of ſuch a proceeding ; and in the next place, if they were 
really inclined to favour a project for the extenſion of their 
faith, they would require no foreign ſtimulus, but would 
attempt to enforce their plan, without the inſtigation or 
interpoſition of the Emigrant Clergy, ' 


If the Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church have experi- 
enced any diminution of their numbers—an obje& undoubtedly 
of ſerious concern—it is, I fear, to be attributed to different 
cauſes—to the extreme vigilance and indefatigable exertions 
of certain Engliſh Sectaries, and to the culpable, not to ſay 
criminal, negligence of ſome part of their own clergy. The 
Church of England can, I know, boaſt of Minifters as en+ 
lightened, as pious, as moral, as thoſe which any other 
church or ſect can produce—of Miniſters, in ſhort, Who 
make the pure principles of Chriſtianity the rule of their 
conduct in life. All the Prelates, and a very conſiderable 
proportion of the Proteſtant Clergy, are, I firmly believe, 
men of this ——_ ; but, truth extorts the acknowledg. 


7 ment, 
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which imply clearneſs of conception and accuracy 
of judgment, he combines a brilliant genius, 
an enthuſiaſtic imagination, and a glowing and 

impreſſive 


m— — ” * r 


ment, that there are too many who pay more attention to 
worldly purſuits than to profeſſional duties, and who ſubject 
themſelves to the cenſures that were juſtly beſtowed on the Ro- 
miſh Clergy of the middle ages. In order to remedy an evil 


which, if not ſpeedily checked, will infallibly produce the 


moſt pernicions conſequences, the utmoſt attention 1s requiſite, 


on the part of the ſuperiors of the church, to the conduct 


of thoſe who are ſubordinate to them. With regard to the 
candidates for holy orders; though a certain degree of 
claſſical knowledge be indiſpenſably requiſite, yet it is ſurely 


more neceſſary to aſcertain whether they can read with diſ- 


tinctneſs and propriety a chapter in the Bible, than whether 
they can accurately conſtrue a few paſſages in the Greek 
Teſtament, or in Grotius de Veritate Chriſtianz Religionis. 
For, although the ſuppoſition that the man who can do the 
one can do the other appears to be founded in reaſon, it very 
unfortunately ſtands contradicted by that beſt of monitors, and 
ſureſt of guides, Experience. Not only the peruſal, but the 
compoſition of religious diſcourſes ſhould form a material part 
of the academical education of all young men who are deſ- 
tined for the profeſſion. In the church (as in the Houſe of 
Commons) no fi&itious titles ſhould be admitted; by which 
means the ſacred calling would in many inſtances be prevented 
from becoming a ſubje& of economical or profitable ecula- 
tion, All tranſactions that engender animoſity between a 
clergyman and his pariſhioners ſhould be ſtudiouſly avoided, - 
Every curate ſhould receive ſuch a ſalary as is adequate to the 
liberal ſupport of himſelf and his family. No curacy ſhould | 


be worth leſs than a liberal conſtruction of the new Act would 


make 
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impreſſive eloquence. Thus happily ak 
it became the man 2 who had been the ſucceſsful 
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make it produce. Theſe regulations, which I ſuggeſt with 
great deference to thoſe who are more converſant with the 
ſubject than I profeſs to be, appear to me highly ſalutary, and 
likely to remove many of the evils which, I am ſorry to ſay, 
certainly exiſt at preſent, 


I cannot conclude this note, without correcting an error 
whica generally prevails in reſpect of the numbers of Emi- 
grants actually refident in England. It appears, from the 
official return at the Secretary of State's office, of the 3 iſt 
of March 1797, that the cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
the borough of Southwark, the populous ſuburbs of the me- 
tropolis, and - the adjacent villages, only contained ſeven 
thouſand and forty-one Aliens, (of whom 1319 were women 
and children,) including foreigners of all nations. Now, as 
thoſe who reſide in London form a very conſiderable majo- 
rity—I ſhould think nine-tenths—of the Emigrants, it is 
evident that their numbers, which were lately ſtared as high 
as at 85,000, muſt have been groſsly exaggerated, 

It is much to be lamented, that the relief which Parlia- 
ment has generouſly accorded to the French Eccleſiaſtics is 
not adminiſtered with more expedition and regularity ; as I 
have been credibly informed, that ſeveral of theſe unfortu- 
nate men abſolutely periſhed through want in the courſe of 
the laſt winter. Money voted for ſpecific purpoſes ſhould be 
applied to no other; and where the alleviation of misfortune 
is the object of a parliamentary grant, this rule ſhould be re- 
giouſly obſerved, and the ſum granted diſtributed without 
delay. In ſuch caſes as this, the old maxim ſhould never be 
forgotten, Bis dat gui cito dat. 


- advocate 
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advocate of an injured parent, and who had ten- 

Jy dered his ſervices as council for his murdered 
Sovereign, to appear as the defender of his . 
ſecuted brethren. 


The extenſive circulation which this eloquent 


production has had upon the Continent, and 


particularly in France — no leſs than forty thou- 
ſand copies having been ſold as rapidly as they 


could ifſue from the preſs—-may afford ſome 
ground for eſtimating the merits of the compo- 


fition, and will, I truſt, prove ominous of the 


- ultimate triumph of the principles of the Author, 
and of the ſucceſs of his-cauſe. Conſidered in 


the only light in which, in my apprehenſion, it 


ought to be conſidered, as a Plaidoyer, or the 
ſpeech of an advocate in defence of his client, 
it may, without an hyperbole, be denominated a 


chef d euvre.” As ſuch, the frequent appeals to 


the paſſions of the different parties, the unde- 


ſerved eulogies occaſionally beſtowed on ſome, 
and the cautious forbearance not unfrequently 
obſerved towards others, are not only juſtifiable 
but laudable. But if the reader ſhould be diſ- 
poſed to diſmiſs this conſideration from his mind, 
and to examine the work with a critical eye, he 


will doubtleſs diſcover ſome panegyrics, to the 
Juſtice - 


| ( iii ) 
juſtice of which he will be loth to'ſubferibe; and 
ſome poßtions which he will conceive it to be 
ſcarcely practicable to maintain. Of the former 
_ deſcription are the commendatiotis Pronounced 
on the /aft new Conſtitution, and on the virtuous 
Republicans, of France; and of the latter, is 
the limitation of A _ ro ann of 
_ 1 5 


I ean never admit, that a people who could 
paſſively behold, and, in ſome inſtances, actively 
promote; the horrid enormities of every deſcrip- 
tion which have deſolated France for the laſt 
- ſeven years, and which are depicted by the Author 
in glowing colours, can have any fair and folid 
pretenſions to virtue. Many there doubtleſs are 
who deplored the calamities which they wert 
deſtined to witneſs, and would have cheerfully 
co- operated in any plan that could have been de- 
viſed for their prevention; but admitting that 
the great maſs of the people harboured ſenti- 
ments adverſe to the exiſting order of things, ſtil 
if they had been truly virtuous, they never would 
have tolerated the triumph of vice, but would, by 
the unanimity and potency. of their exertions, 
-have deſtroyed her empire in its infancy, and 
e that deſperate and unprincipled minority, 
R which 


which ns fuffered 90 Jong to 8 . 
n ouer their unhappy n. 


+: ps relpe®t af; is new. Conflirution, 1 * 
I.canngr view jt. in {o favourable a light, as to 
admit that it forms an apt baſis for the beſt 
practicable form of Government“; —uglels, 
indeed, we conſider the diviſion of the preſent 
Government into three component parts, merely 
in che abſtract, without any reference to the 
poltive regulations to which each is ſubject; 
and look forward to the period when they may 
be perfectly affimilated to the King, Lords, and 


Commons of Great Britain, In order to effect 


ſuch aſſimilation, however, a radical change, in 


JabStance and principle, muſt previouſly take 


en. 1 the n ſyſtem cauld no es 


4 
- 


* « Monarchy, ”—fays Lox Boltxcyroge,—" is to 
* be preferred to other Governments, be cauſe you can bet 
„ter ingraft any deſcription of Republic on a Monarchy, 
«© than any thing of Monarchy upon the Republican forms.“ 
Quoted by Bys xx, in bis . Reflections on the Revolution,“ ö 
p- 187 and well applied by Brann, in that part of his 
able Defence of the Pamphler aſcribed to Jon REE VES 
7. Eſq; * in which he undertakes to prove, by the triple aid 


of authority, abſlract reaſon, and hiſtory, that the beſt con - 
ſtituted mixed monarchies are thoſe in winch the eſtates have 


{prong out t of 15 MonarehVs. p. 32. 
be 


| Cr 
be regarded as 4 baſis, than as an Executive 
Power and two diſtinct chambers would be re-. 
tained; for a fundamental difference would ſub- 
ſiſt as well in the means of their formation, as 
in the nature and extent of their joint and ſepa- 
rate prerogatives. This, I know, is the form ot 
government which the Author was ever ankiouk 
to introduce in his native country, and which, 
of courſe, I am authoriſed to ſuppoſe, he con 
curs with me in conſidering as that form which, 
in a general view, preſents the moſt prafticable 
advantages with the feweſt practical errors. But 
though hiſtory and experience combine to con- 
vince me that the Britiſh Conſtitution is beſt 
adapted to the country which it has contributed 
to raiſe to a glorious pre-eminence;; I am by 
noi means ſatisfied, that it is calculated to pro- 
mote the happineſs and proſperity of the People 
of France. Political Conſtitutions, like plants, 
may flouriſh in the land that gave them birth, 
but ſeldom proſper when removed into a foreigu 
ſoil, unleß there be a perfect uniformity of cli. 
mate and ſituation ; ; natives thrive. where exotics 
periſh. It was one of the wiſeſt of Monrzs- 
QuIEvu's viſe obſervations, that" Laws ought. 
* to be ſo perfectly adapted to the nation for 
which they are made, that it is a very great 
b 2 e chance 


paralleled in | hiſtory. But that advantage can 
by no means be deemed abholute; and when this 
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cds white are gone 0 an 


the'laws'that 
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The nt Conſtitution of Flv cer- 


rail derive ſome advantage from a compariſon 


with its immediate predeceſſors, which exhi: 
bited a compound of folly and depravity un- 


Conſtitution forms the ſubject of diſtin& con- 
ſideration, T apprehend, it will be found to 
poſſeſs but very ſlender claims to commendation, 
either as a complete ſuperſtructure, or as a mere 
baſis for ſome more ſolid fabric. A regular 
-avalyſis- of the Conſtitutional Code would fill a 
volume, and the advantage to be reaped from the | 


work would but ill compenſate the labour of 


compoſing it. My general ideas on the ſubject 
perfectly accord with thoſe of a foreigner, of 
vhom I can never ſpeak but in terms of teſpect, 
eſteem, and admiration. Endowed with exten- 


five talents and a deep foreſight, unwarped by 
Prejudice and undeformed by e! Nis ny 


2 Les loi doivent etre tellement propres a \a nation pour 


I laquelle elles ſont faites, que c'eſt un tres grand hazard fi 
1 celles d'un peuple peuvent convenir # a un autre. v —Ffprit 


dis Loix . 
preſents 


( vii 

breſents a happy S of all the powers 
requiſite to form a great political writer, and ot 

all the comprehenſive and enlightened faculties, 
which are indiſpenſably neceſſary in the com- 
poſition of an able ſtateſman. With, him I in- 
Cline to think, that the change which took place 
in che Goyerument of France in the autumn of 
1795 was rather an alteration, in form th an in 
ſubſtance, HE the elementary. principles of ty- 
tanny and injuſtice {till ſubſiſt, though the i in- 
tereſt of the Governors has united, with a chain of 
concurring circumſtances, to render their reduc- 


| tion to 7 leſs frequent and leſs flagrant. 42 


e It will not be urged, that a repreſentative 


ec * democracy corrects the inconveniences which 

0e it produces; for, in the firſt place, there is no 
ee ſimilitude between a repreſentative Govern- 
et mens and the revolutionary. Goverament of 
_ & five hundred citizens, who petpetuite their 
ce own active power, in violation of a funda- 
3M mental law. In the next place, it is not fof- 
xe ficient for a nation to have repreſentatives, i if the 
_ « different intereſts of which ſociety is compoſed 
« are not defended, in a juſt proportion, againſt 

; e the. ſophiſms and the invaſions of the general 


ct will. A GENERAL SUBVERSION Took PLACE, 


N b 3 «© WHEN 


( will 
"Wien" Tur xtr or voTING" was THANS- 
25 rom 'FROPERTY To POPULATION 3 
«his fübverfion ſtill fubſifts, and wilt continoe 
— ſublilt as long as the Republic. It is equally 
te neceſſary that the Conſtitution ſhould provide 
« a defence againſt the private intereſts and the 
1; «Power of the repreſentatives. All the fabric- 
| *Cators of French laws have been ſtüdious to 
1 e render them abſolute. To tranſmit the patſions, | 
il te the vices, arid the powers of the multitude to 
1 a majority of deputies whoſe conduct is ſub- 
5 7 jt to no. reſponſibility, and whoſe authority 
1 «acknowledges no reſtraint, was only to change 
re one kind of ſlavery for another; but the 
« diſtance between this deſpotiſm, miſcalled re- 
« ' preſentative, and the ſovereignty of the people 
«& is great. The tranſition from the latter to 
ac the former was ſpeedily atchieved; and tbe 
[ 3 People and their ſovereignty are now only talked 
[i « of, in the governing councils at Paris, in the 
4 ſtyle of thoſe ſacrilegious culprits who over- 
Jl urg he altar while they are kiſſing the. 
| | =. crucifix ®. 26 i 
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| | ® Correſpondanee Politique, pour ſervir 3 PHiſtoire du 
76.08  Republicaniſme Frangais par M. Mailer DU Rs 
* p. 68. | 
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Fbe ſame, writer has enpreſſecd himſelf. with. 
ſtill more energy and. deciſion, on this boaſted. 
Conſtitution, in a ſubſequent puhlicatiog which 


dilplays all that combination of —— 
eee 


#6, Aﬀuredly no wennchy and eee > 
© miniſter nor magiſtrate out of France, has 
t ſubmitted. to read, much leſs to ſtudy, the 
« Conſtitution of 1795. This preſumption. is 
© ſuggeſted by the opinion which has been 
« generally formed of this new chef d auvpre.. of 
&« the political infancy of France, and a chef 
& Pouvre which might be deſcribed: in a ſingle 
© line, by calling it a means of allying. with: the 
« farms of liberty the neceſſity, the OE 
Foes etal teas 1 v1 


The e r ee weokengd. in 
« its principle, by an extenſion of territory, x, in 
* its mode, by the nature, rapidity, and ſale . 
« of the elections; is only placed there to ſerve. 


« as a mark for tyranny, 2 Directory, iſolatod 
“ from the nation, and almoſt independent of the 
« legiſlature; legiſlative councils, chained to 
« that. Directory by a ſimilariry- of ſitustion, 


« of intereſt, and of paſſions; deputies, ab- 
ec ſolute 


b 4 


* 
— 


—U— — 


1 3 e Conflinimnies:i2ds | 
e pobr to diſpenſe with ſalaries, and too great 

| <-1orices not-to be eternally! ſubjugated by the 
| « igtrigves;--the immorality, and the aſcend - 
1 4 ancy of tho capital; electors who muſt be 
r paid for their ſcrutiny at the rate of three 


und per head per diem; the uhole hdmini- 
| . ſtration removeable at the will of the ſupreme 
1 * "WM regency ; a right of requiſition unlimited all 


< the attributes of power vague and indeter- 
ec minate; the inefficient rights left to the 
t jation circumſcribed and fettered 3, add to this 
ec a war which puts all the Citizens in the bar- 
-« racks,” in the camps, or on the Government's 
< regiſters. of recruits; which authorizes the 
4 moſt arbitrary meaſures, and which empties 
; cc every man's purſe : ſuch is the compoſition of 
I . cc that Republic, one and indivifible, which, add- 
in < ing a few hundreds more of ſquare leagues 
| . « to its inadli viſibility, runs, of its own accord, 
| 


— — — .. 


= into the embraces of deſpotiſm, without which 
| « a ſociety of thirty millions of equals would be 
ce er more chan a lay-ſtall “. LINK ee 


| 1 0 7 to a Miniſter of State on the 8 between 


8 | the Political Syſtem of the French Republic, and the Syſtem 
"n | - of its Revolution. Tranſlated from the Frenchof Maiier- 
8  DU-PAN, Longman, 1797. 
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75 The badneſs, of the ſyſtem s, indeedy amply, 
diſplayed: i in che conſequences which it has 
ready produced. No better evidence of its ent 
nicious effects need be deſired than that which 
is contained in the following work, where the 
Author, bas unfolded ſuch a ſcene of tyranny, 
oppreſſion, and iniquity, - 28 would fariate a 
SyLLA or delight a NERO. When, immediately 
after the eſtabliſhment of a new Conſtitution, 
frequent violations of its principles occur, it is 
natural to conclude that there is ſome radical 
defect in the fabric; for as every one muſt be 
acquainted with its maxims, its proviſions,-and 
regulations, ſuch -breaches cannot be imputable 
to ignorance or error, but muſt proceed from 
the want of a proper controlling power, and of 
- thoſe efficient checks, reſtrictions, and balances, 
without a due diftribution of which there can be 

no good government. It is a fact, probably but 
little known, that by the French Confttuti0fat 
Code the people are expreſsly deprived of that 
right of petitioning which is juſtly deemed to 
be a neceſſary ſafeguard to liberty, no portion of 
them collectively, except the conſtituted autho- 
rities, (and thoſe only on ſubjects connected with 
their offices,) can petition the * Bodies 


or 
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or the Exeeutive peer The petitions of 


individuals ate alone lawful.” 


Some further idea of the 2 „dich ü the 
People of France have derived from the eſtabliffi- 
ment of a Democratic; or rather De petit Repub- 
lic on the ruins of their ancient Monarchy, may 
be formed from the following comparative pic- 
ture of that country in 1788 and in 1796, drawn 


by a lively and accurate pencil, 


A King 1 Five Directors. 
. & Queen! | | Five Directreſſes. an 
A Royal Family! Pie Families of Directors. 
A Court! | Five Courts. 
| A Military Houfebold ! | Nuten guarded by Pau. 
A Great Council ! | Council of rive Hundred. 
A Privy Council ! Council of Two n and 
| . Fifty: >. BA f\ 
Parliaments! - Bot Tabea which an fogie c6- 


caſions are united. Civil 
Tribunals j Military Tri- 
bunals ; G. of . 


tion, &c. 


A chere: A Miniſter of Juffice, 
A Miniſter for the Home © cm, 


Department! 
A Mi- 


( xn) I J 


In . 
A Miniſter of War! 
A Miniſter of Marine! 
A Miniſter for * * 
trangeres! * 
A Lieutenant of Police ! 
Commiſſaries of the police! 
Spies and Informer?! 
A ſuict and welk-regulated 
Police, even during the 
night? 5 
——— 1 


Letres ds Cachet, one or 
| Bhs ming , 


Thirty Provincial Inten- 
ants! * 

— "if Ollie 
ants! 


Intendants of Commerce, 


Mines, &c. ! 
Academies ! 


An eſtabliſhed Religion! 
Charches rich in Plate ! 
Plenty of Specie ! 


Twenty-ſix Millions of In- 
habitants ! 
8 


* 
w a I 
CS 4 
1 990 
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Ia 1795. 11e 


IJaem. 7 


A Minifter- for Affairts F. 
trags. . 
A Miniſter of Polics. . 


Jam. 


aſſaſſinations even in the 
day-time. 


Baſtilles. 

Mandates of TY in num- 
bers that ſet calculation at 
defiance, 


Eighty- eight Departmental A 


. 


Adminiſtrations. 


Procenſal:, temporary Com— 


mandants, and Commiſ- 


ſaries of the Executive 


Power. 
Intendants of Commerce, 
Arts, Mines, &c, | ' 


National Inſtitutions, Lyce. 


ums, Muſeums, Gymna- 


ſiums, &c. 
No Religion of any kind. 
Churches totally ſtripped. 
Specie exported, buried, with - 
drawn from circulation. 


ants, 
; Militia- 


14em, increaſed a — 1 : 
A Police that cannot repreſs 
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In 1788. 
Militia i men dn by lot 1 


* Kt 
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In 1796. 
Requiſitions, and ' Yolunteert | 
; mae and hand - 

cuffel. 5 


The People never in want The Peopla plunged in dif: 


of objects . 1 firſt ne- 


ceſſit7 ! 
rome bread all ime! 
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TR itriſes ® once paid ! ! 


Public Securities in era 


Annuities — 9 — N 


in arrears, but always paid 
in objects of real value 


N74 


Duties 4* Entries, Gabelles, [ 


_ and n * 

bene the, National 8 
tion, two thirds of which 

ſtill make the laws, each 
individual reduced to two 
ounces of bread per day. 

Wine and Salt cent. per cent: 
dearer, and ſubje& to an 
additional duty, but no 
a pretext for the exaczon 
of indirect impoſts. 

Taxes without end, and * 
out any apparent motive 
but the promotion of uni- 
verſal ruin. 

eee to be renewed every 


—— and Aſigras wich- 
out value. b $44} 

Annuities paid in paper- 
money, which, inſtead of 
confidence ” and fecurity, 
preſents nothing bur 11 
truſt and nullity. 


A tax paid rh ke of exercifing 8 er dr 
| | A De- 
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In 1788, 


14 


A Deficit of Fifry-f fix Mi: | 


lions! 


Liberty under the name * 4 


| Slavery! 


ReſpeRt for Perſons and pro- 


All men in a ſtate of legiti- 


mate obedience to. the 


„ Java?” 


Subordination ap nd or- 
der! 
Proprietors tranquil! 
Rich become poor! 
Places filled, in 3 by 
men of character, well- 
| informed and well edu. 
cated! 
protection 3 to vir - 
a tue and talents ! 
A ſcaffold for, crime ! 464 


The ancient Pleurs-de. lys, | 


' ſymbol of honour, engra- 


ven on the hearts of all and degradation, imprinted 


Frenchmen, even of thoſe 


who held ſubordinate of- 


fices ! 


þ 


A Deficit of more than Fiy 


Thouſand Millions, © 
Slavery under the name of 
Liberty. - 


Perſons and Winsen con- 
ſtantly plunder ed. 


The laws inceffantly violated | 


by the Legiſlators them- 

ſelves, and by their agents, 

who follow their example. 
Inſubordination and anarchy. 


Proprietors perſecuted, 

Beggars made rich, 

Places filled, in general, by 
men of bad character, ig- 


norant and impudent. 


ProteQion granted to thieves 


and aſſaſſins. 

An amneſty for. crime, and a 
ſcaffold for virtue, 
The ancient Fleurs-de-lys re- 
garded as a mark of ſhame 


on the ſhoulders of thoſe 
citizens who diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves the moſt in the 
eſtabliſhment of the Provi- 
fional Government *, 


® Quatrieme Lettre à un Rentier, par Le Comte pz Bar- 
RUEL-BEAUVERT, Paris, 1796. 


Utrum 


* — 


3 


Drum — If this queſtion were now 
to be put to the People of France, they would 


not, I conceive, long heſitate in their deciſion, 


buewuld fabſcribe to the former ſentiments of 
one of their firft idols, with ſtill more enthuſſaſm 


than they diſplayed j jn their obedience to his ſub- 
ſequent tenets, when the Marquis was funk in the 
citizen, and the literary philoſopher loſt in the 
republican demagogue. Voltaire had good 
E grounds for preferring one maſter to ſeveral, a 
te ſqytreign whoſe prejudices are not to be 
« dreaded, to a troop of deſpots whoſe preju- 
cc dices are truly dangerous, but whoſe intereſts 
& and little paſſions are till greater objects of 
« apprehenſion : they are formidable to men of 
ee ordinary capacities, and particularly ſo to thoſe 
ic -whoſe knowledge alarms, and whoſe glory ir- 
ce ritates them. On this ſubje& he ſaid, My 
te Joins are not very flexible; I ſubmit to make 
cc oye bow, but a bundred ſucceſſiue bows would 
cc fatigue me. 


Among the numerous intereſting topics diſ- 
| cuſſed in the following pages, the reader will 


10 Vie de vor ral par Con box c, p. 132. 


find 


{ xxvii 
find ſame new light thrown on the qrigin gf the 
war, and the arguments of thoſe wha have ſups 
ported the cauſe of truth, in fixing the charge 


of aggreſſion on the F rench, magerially SY 
da 
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EXTRACTS from the BRITISH Cxrric for June 1797. 


| «We e or recommend to public notice, 4 work 
which 20as known all over Europe as ſoon as it wvas publiſhed, and of which 
the numerous editions are diſpoſed of with @ rapidity equal to that with which 
they ſucceed eath other; but we would willingly pay that tribute of homage 
e e eee eee 
or is ſenſible of the claim of juſffice, and thi intereſts of ſocial order. 
« If ever a man could be fitted, by a train of circumſtances, „ þ 
the defence of a cauſe ſo great, and, at the ſame time, ſo diſaſtrous and ſo" - 
difficult, it is undoubtedly the noble ad wocate wwho has taken it up. 
C Undoubtedly, there is not among all the Wrench Emigrants, a man more 
Proper to undertake their 2 than he wem fortune had placed in ſuck a 
e, tus bs whom, Probidngs hed u Jock duties, erg the 
_ with ſuch ſentiments .and faculties, and lad forced, and inſtruted from his 
infancy, to purſue, to unmaſ, to combat, to diſarm, and beat down fraud, 
injuſtice, and violence. 
ie confeſs that under each of theſe points of wiew, the champion of the 
Emigrants hat e fl, periaps jurpoſſed, what we fad pronifed eurſeve 
from bis undertaking. We ſhall not praiſe the eloguence,, the force of reaſeniing, | 
the touching ſerſibility which charaeriſe every page of the Defence of the 
Emigrants. We ſhall only repeat wwhat has been ſaid a thouſand times in France, ' 
: and out of France, « a what every body expetted from him.” 
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DEFENCE 


FRENCH EMIGRANTS, 


— 


* French Republic has proved victo- 
= rious. She ſees the ambaſſadors of all the 
powers who had confederated againſt her arrive 
in her capital. She negociates a peace with 
ſome; ſhe has diQated peace to others; and 
the time draws near, when ſhe will have con- 
cluded peace with all, War is about to ceaſe 
between France and foreign powers; — ſhall it 
then be rendered eternal between F renchmen and 
Frenchmen ? 


Amongſt all the conciliatory envoys, who, in ba- 
Jancing the rights and the ſacrifices of their auguſt 
conſtituents, are about to fulfil the conſolatory 
miſſion of re-eſtabliſhing Europe on her former 
baſis, to dry up the tears, and to cloſe the wounds 
of humanity, will no one be ſeen to offer to trium- 
phant France, in the name of exiled France, the 
| B 4 moſt 


* DEFENCE OF THE 


moſt ſacred of all rights, the moſt affecting of all 
ſacrifices; alas! the bittereſt of all tears, and, of 
all wounds, thoſe which will bleed the longeſt ? 


When foreign enemies go to ſolicit from mag- 
nanimity the conqueſts which valour has made, 
ſhall not oppreſſed citizens go to require from 
Juſtice an end to thoſe N which tyranny 
has enforced ? 


No:—And in that France, which in all times 
has been diſtinguiſhed by too many civil difſen- 
tions, but which, hitherto, at leaſt, had been 
equally diſtinguiſhed by her generous reconcilia- 
tions; in that France, which has ſeen HENRY 
THE FouRTH, the beſt friend of Mavens; and 


MayEwNE, the moſt faithful ſervant of Hznzy 
THE FouRTH; in that France, which, after 
being cut off for ſeven years from all communi- 
cation with civilized beings, has, for the laſt two 
years, pretended to renew her intercourſe with 
civilization; which in fact, during that epoch, 
has enacted many laws worthy of ſubmiſſion and 
reſpe&:—it is ſtill true that any repreſentative of 
innocence and musfortune, who ſhould now pre- 
ſent himſelf with the olive-branch in his hand, 
reſignation on his lips, and the love of his country 
in his heart, would be conſigned to death the 
very 
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very inſtant he ſet his foot in the territory of the 
victors, in the native land of the vanquiſhed, in 
the common ſoil in which that ſame country 
burns to ſee her children throw down their army 


and ſwear an eternal peace | 


What do I fay? This is no longer the lan- 
guage which we muſt now employ. Theſe de- 
nominations are no longer underſtood, Ideas as 
well as expreſſions have been interverted, The 
oppreſſor ſtiles himſelf the offended, iniquity 
aſſumes the appellation of law, plunder is deemed 
ſynonymous with property, the name of crime 
has been attached to misfortune, to right, to 
virtue. We have no longer to ſtipulate for the | 
vanquiſhed, but to plead for the accuſed, to aſk | 
favour for the condemned! And we cannot even 
aſſail the ears of our judges with the cry of juſtice | 
and mercy; we mult addreſs it to them from diſ- 
tant countries; we muſt leave it to Echo to bear 
it to the hearts which we wiſh to melt in our fa» 
your | | 


I have juſt re-animated theſe laſt cries, theſe 
ſmothered lamentations, theſe forgotten rights; 
I have juſt collected them all in a production of 
which nothing can impede the courſe, nor dimi- 
niſh the ſtrength; in a production which no 
future 
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ſuture æra will reject, and which even the pre- 
ſent generation will not brave with impunity, 1 
ſubmit to my fate with the certainty of not hav- 
ing deſerved it; I argue from things as they 
are, with the conſciouſneſs of not having contri- 
buted to render them ſuch; I oppoſe to neceſſity 
the only reſiſtance which ſtrong minds can oppoſe 
to it - the courage to ſupport it; I become the 
advocate of thoſe who are entitled to have an 
ambaſſador; in a word, I adopt the language of 
. the day, and plead for perſons accuſed, con- 
demned, proſcribed ; for French Emigrants, in 
| ſhort :—But let the judges be careful how they 
decide; for whatever means they may have em- 
ployed to acquire, there remains but one to pre- 
 ferve—and that is, JusTICE, 


I talk of Judges, but where can they be found? 
in whom ſhall I recognize that character? whom 
ought I to enlighten? whom can I ſupplicate in 
France? to whom addreſs my vows, my com- 
plaints, my remonſtrances? to the Tribunals ? 
to the two Councils? to the Executive Di- 
rectory? 


To the Tribunals ?—They, I know, preſent a 
pleaſing and a glorious contraſt with thoſe whom 
1 dare not call their predeceſſors; for what con- 

nection 
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nection can there be between the enemies and the 
diſpenſers of juſtice; between the murderers and 
the protectors of innocence; between the mini- 
ſters let looſe by Robeſpierre, and the magiſtrates 
elected by the people? The Tribunals are now 
the ſoundeſt part of the Republic, and France 
has, at length, begun to reap the advantage of 
that ſublime inſtitution, the Trial by Jury, the 
eternal bulwark of the laws, and of public liberty, 
wherever they have been once eſtabliſned. But 
theſe Tribunals are inſtituted for the purpoſe of 
applying the law, and not of making it. As un- 
happy in the execution of injuſtice as we are in 
being the objects of it, they go on from day to 
day in the track marked out for them, rejoicing 
whenever any opportunity occurs for reſcuing a 
victim from the fatal effects of the exterminating 
decree; but have ſt not in their power to create 
a general meaſure, a decree of univerſal ſafety 
and ſecurity. | 


To the two Councils? ] have traced their de- 
bates with attention; I have frequently admired 
the talents they have diſplayed, which would 
have done honour to the Tribunes of Athens and 
of Rome. I have, more than once, diſtinguiſhed 


virtues which the Areopagus of the one, and 


the Senate of the other, would not have bluſhed 
| to 


; 
| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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to own in their beſt days. But, for a few vics 
tories which theſe privileged characters have now ' 
and then obtained, how many times have their 
Impotent efforts been thwarted by the remains of 
the ancient faction, by thoſe men, who, after 
having cannonaded the people in order to repre- 
ſent them, would not even ſuffer the exerciſe of 
their power to expiate the principle on which it 
was founded, and rather choſe to verify the 
dreadful obſervation of the hiſtorian of Tiberius, 


that the Empire acquired by crime was never ex 


erciſed for the e of mankind , 


To the Reventive Directory? They ſeem at 


laſt to have formed an union with virtuous men, 


and to have conſented to deſtroy the power of the 
wicked. It would be unjuſt not to notice the firſt 
ſteps which they have made in this nem career; 
it would be fatal not to tell them, that if they 
complete the work which they have begun, there 
is no ſpecies of oblivion which they may not hope 
to obtain for the paſt, no kind of merit which 
they may not claim for the future. But there 


* Imperium flagitio acquifitum nemo unquam bonis artĩi- 
bus ex ercuit. TACIT, 


arc 
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fire ſtill recollections to be effaced and appre= 
henſions to be removed. . . . Moſt certainly the 
five Directors of France have not yet deſerved 
the confidence of the unfortunate ; and they 
muſt; at leaſt, have ceaſed to prove themſelves 
implacable enemies before we can be authorized 
to conſider them as impartial judges: 


Whither then ſhall I carry, before whom ſhall 
I plead, this cauſe ſo juſt and fo intereſting, but 
ſtill ſo ſtrongly marked by a cruel fatality; this 
cauſe, the defence of which admits of no delay, 
and for which ſo many minds are yet ſo little 
prepared ? 


People of France ! 1 lay it before you; not 
before thoſe who have added to all their other 
uſurpations that of appropriating to themſelves 
excluſively your name; to all their other acts 
of perfidy, that of calumniating it; to all their 
other crimes, thit of diſgracing it; but before 
THE TRUE PEOPLE OF FRANCE, who, far from 
having been the accomplices of our oppreſſors, 
have been aſſociates in our misfortunes, and 
were perſecuted and attacked at the ſame time 
with us; — but before all choſe Frenchmen who, 
even amidſt the efferveſcence of paſſions, pre- 
ſerved the purity of their hearts, or expiated 


noble 
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noble errors by a more noble repentance; but 
to the totality of good citizens in whateyer claſs 
of ſociety they exiſt, 


You, virtuous electors! who have already 
Jaid the germ of public ſafety in the councils and 


in the magiſtracy, and who will ſoon —— it 
by a new election: 


You, incorruptible "FR and 3 who 
have tired out perſecution by your courage, and 
conquered injuſtice by your conſcience; who 
have four times acquitted innocence which had 
been four times brought to trial; and who have 
juſt ſolemnly decided that the daughter who 
gives the means of ſubſiſtence to her father, the 
mother who gives it to her ſon, and the wife who 
gives it to her huſband in exile, diſcharge a _ 
inſtead of committing a crime: 


You, quod and honeſt farmers! who, in a great 
number of provinces, have become the friends 
of thoſe of whom you were formerly called the 
vaſſals; who have ſhed over the tombs of ſome 
the tears of grief and gratitude; who have wept 
with joy on learning the ſafety and deliverance 
of others, have run in crouds to meet them, 
have brought them back in triumph to their an- 


cient 
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abbinden ac hoe thire farended thn 


with your affecting attentions, your uſeful la- 
bours, your voluntary and compaſſionate re- 


ſpect : 


ou, good men of all ranks and conditions ! 
who, like us taken by force from your homes, 
like us thrown into dungeons, like us loaded with 
calumny, and like us have miraculouſly eſcaped 
the ſword fo long ſuſpended over our heads, 
ought not only to compaſſionate the calamities 
which yourſelves have experienced, but to appre- 
ciate our innocence by your own, ſince the ſame 


impoſtors accuſed us to you who afterwards ac- 
cuſed you to your executioners : 


You, ſoldiers of the country! who were heard 


to exclaim, in the time of Robeſpierre, Me 
abbor internal tyranny, but we will repel ferocious 
uſurpation; who have probably contributed more 
than any body to the revival of the laws, becauſe 
you have rendered it impoſſible to ſupport the 


contraſt of ſo much heroiſm abroad and ſo much 


depravity at home: 


You, citizens of Calais! who received, who 
carried in your arms the unhappy men whom the 
inclemency of the ocean had caſt on your ſhores; 

$ who, 
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who, by your cotirageous humanity, had ths 
glory and the conſolation of reſcuing them from 
a more horrible gulph than that in which the 
ocean had threatened to plunge them : 


| You, generous inhabitants of Aſace! who have 


* 


juſt offered, for the firſt time, to your fellow: 
countrymen; taken priſoners when fighting under 
ſtandards not your own, that noble treatment 
which unfortunate valour always receives from 
the moſt barbarous enemy, but which French- 
men had not bluſhed to refuſe to French- 
men : 


You, all, in ſhort, who, whatever might be 
your original opinions, now agree in this, the 
only true, the only juſt ſentiment, that all conſi- 


derations 'ought henceforth to be ſunk in the 


ſafety of France, and that the lawful government 


is that by which the country ſhall obtain the re- 
ſtoration of peace, morality, and law : 


You, I acknowledge for my judges, you whom 


it is uſeful to inſtruct, you whom it is noble to 


implore, you whom it is happineſs to convince, 
I tranſport myſelf, in idea, into the midſt of you, 
and ſeem to traverſe your towns, your villages, 
your tents, to convene you all, in the name of 

| your 
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your country and of bumanity ; in the name of 
order and of liberty, which have ſo potent an in- 


fluence over great minds and good hearts; to lead | 


you all to the moſt open and moſt elevated ſpot 
in your Republic; and in that immenſe forum, 
that new Mons ſacer, where I mean to raiſe a 
" temple to juſtice and to clemency, I am going, 
ſupported by your virtue, to ſummon before 
you the ſanguinary relics of our perſcoutors, 
who have been your perſecutors alſo, to defy, 'to 
interrogate, to confound them; ſo that, when the 
| hour of judgment ſhall arrive, in the diviſion 
which your ſovereign ſentence ſhall allot, Juſice 
ſhall be our Portion „ and _— theiry, | 


"You will accompany me to that auguſt Tii- 


bunal, you will there ſurround me with your pro- 
tecting train, you, whom I have not olaſſed 
among my judges, becauſe 1 wiſhed to have you 
for my patrons; cenſors of public:morals, hope 
of oppreſſed innocence, virtuous writers, who, 
even under the rod of our tyrants and the dag- 
gers of our aſſaſſins, dared entertain for us other 
ſentiments than thoſe of hatred; dared, in ſpeak- 
ing of us, to uſe other language than that of 
malediction; you remembered that nature had 
united us by the tie of one common oountry, 
and, after having defended or avenged the xuthors 
of our days, dared publicly expreſs a hope thar 


C 
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a period might at leaſt be put to our ſeparation, 


if we could not receive. conipenſation for our 
loſſes. | 


: "= you aaa 1 my voice, for it is to you 
that I; am indebted for the courage to exert it. 
My mind muſt be unfolded in your preſence. — 
Vou muſt be told of the ſhare that you bear in 
the bold enterprize in which I invoke your aid. 
I was overwhelmed with grief, and ſunk in dif- 

. eouragement; I neither deplored the loſſes of 
ambition, nor- thoſe of fortune; a man may live 
without ſplendour, and Providence has deigned 
to ſupply my wants; it has done more: if a man 
can have two countries, Heaven has furniſhed me 
with a ſecond. But that in the country which 
gave me birth, and my love for which will glow 
in my heart ſo long as it ſhall continue to beat; 
that in the country where fate makes me forget 
my own, whoſe' misfortunes I deplored, though 
from it all my calamities proceeded; whoſe vic- 
tories raiſed my pride, though they rendered the 
victors more unjuſt to me; that there no voice 
ſhould be raiſed, that not a ſigh ſhould be heaved 
in my behalf; that, caſt by violence far from the 
Gght of our fellow-citizens, we ſhould never be 
Preſent to their minds nor to their conſciences:.— 
this conkideration gave * to affliction which 
I had 
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I had not ſtrength to ſupport; and it was from 
the enormous weight of that affliction that your 
writings ſuddenly relieved me. Your writings 
proved to me that there were many juſt and feela 
ing hearts. ſtill left in France. Your writings. 
arouſed every generous and patriotic exile. 
Your writings revived the ray of hope that gave 
me freſh; ſtrength, and I exclaimed,—* Yes, 
© my voice ſhall once more be heard, before it 
ſinks for ever. Yes, I will bear the words of 


te peace and Juſtice between the oppreſſors and 
« the oppreſſed. Separated, by fortuitous cir- 


ie cumſtances, from the numerous victims of 
© misfortune, I will again join'them, that I may 
«& feel like them and with them; that I may 
tt have no intereſt diſtin& from their intereſt; - 
cc that, in pleading their cauſe, I may not plead 
« a cauſe foreign from my own; ; that T may 
© ſpeak of our misfortunes, our rights, our ſa- 

er crifices, aur fellow-citizens, our country; that 
« I may, in ſhort, prove myſelf a Frenchman 
« when the ſalvation of France forms the ſubject 
« of diſcuſſion.” 


The ſalvation of France! .. . I well conſidered 
this expreſſion before I committed it to paper. 
Ah! may France fulfil the hope which you have 
fr ranks virtuous writers! May ſhe, as you have 

| 0 2 adviſed 
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adviſed her, tontrive, by ſome means or other, 60 
.ratly under the Jame flandard all thoſe to whom 


Heaven has affigned the fame country, May ſhe be 
conyinced that, without this, ſhe will impoſe on 
herſelf a weight of ignominy that will cruſl her; 
the will ultimately be convulſed by crime and by 
remorſe; and will doom herſelf to ſuffer a train 
of calamities of which the riſing een, will 


not live to ſee the end. 


Fees But I am in the preſence of my PEAT and I 
tall perhaps be told, that 1 ought to' begin by 
ſubmitting to their conſideration more humble 


truths, and that, before I can deliberate as a 
citizen, I ought to cleat myſelf as an accu/ed 
perſon, . It is very difficult, however, of two 
characters, one of which has never ceaſed to 


belong to me, and the other of which ought 


never to have been imputed to me, to ſink that 
of citizen. At leaſt I may be allowed to remind 
my judges, that I have no intention of refuſing 
to ſubmit to any of the proofs which adverſity 
tequires, I will remember, ſhould it be neceſ- 
fary, that the greateſt and moſt virtuous perſon- 


ages of ancient Rome, ſummoned before. the 
aſſembly of the people, conſidered it as a ſerious 
misfortune to be even calumniated in the minds 
and their fellow-citizens, and appeared, on the 
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countenance, a mourning dreſs, and a melan- 
choly retinue, —How then could I, who am now 


about to bear the weight of ſo many falſe accu- 


fations, and of ſo many real misfortunes, refuſe to 
pay to the dignity of the TRUE Poris or 
Fzaxcx, to the grief, and more eſpecially, to the 
dangers of my country, the homage of entering, 
with the fame compunction, with the ſame 


mourning, on a cauſe certainly the moſt juſt, but 


at the ſame time the moſt agonizing in its prin- 
ciple, the moſt alarming in its conſequences, 
that was ever diſcuſſed, The more I feel all 
the purity of my innocence, all the inviolability 
of my rights, the leſs it coſts me to preſent myſelf 


as a ſuppliant before my country, when I come 


to conjure her, till more for her own ſake than 
for mine, to accord me an act of juſtice which 


| ſhe cannot refuſe without devoting herſelf to ca- 


lamities much more dreadful and much more du» 
rable than mine. 


People of. France ! a third conſtitution has been 
given you, and its duration has already exceeded 
the term of a year, —a circumſtance which had 
not before occurred fince the beginning of own 


troubles, 


e 3 © 


public ſquare with diſhevelled hair, a downcaſt 
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Its authors, judging by the affections which 
they. know, and by the prejudices which they 
| ſuppoſe, me to poſſeſs, probably imagine that I 
am coming, armed cap-a-picd, to break in pieces 
the tablets of your new law, and to throw down 
the gauntlet to all who concurred in its forma- 
tion, and will now ſtand forth in its defence. 
Alas! they: are . miſtaken. We ought ta try 
your recent conſtitution by the ſtandard of your 
_ Own neceſſities, and not by the rule of our de- 
ſires. Far from inſtigating you to riſe againſt it, 
I will, on the cantrary, congratulate you on hav- 
Ing obtained it, I ſolemnly declare, that I know 
not one ſingle ſtep, one ſingle form of poſſible - 
-melioration, of which it may not conſtitute the 
baſis; and the firſt word I ſhall utter about it, 
ſhall be uttered in its defence againſt a ſpecies of 
attack, which, in my apprehenſion, is ſovereignly | 
unjuſt, | 


If we once ſeparate a political inſtitution from 
the times which gave birth to it, we deprive our- 
ſelves of that ſtandard which can alone enable us 
to form a ſound and equitable judgment of its 
merits, Judicial duels, at the period of their 
abolition, muſt have appeared to be nothing better 
than an abſurd and barbarous cuſtom; but yet 
the firſt legiſlator who introduced them had made 
| one . 
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one ſtep towards reaſon and humanity; for it was 
certainly doing a great deal tp impoſe a check on | 
revenge, to ſoothe the rage which it was not then 
poſſible to reſtrain, and to diminiſh the number 
ol victims at a time when it was impracticable to 
enforce the preſervation of them all, 


In the ſame manner the moment will come, 
(and I pray to Heaven to haſten its approach,) 
in which you may examine the conſtitution of - 
1795, in its connection with ad/olute principles, 
cut off whatever is offenſive, add whatever is 
wanting, and perfect whatever exiſts, Whoever, 
at this time, wiſhes to be juſt, ought to appreci- 
ate it relatively; paying particular attention to 
the circumſtances which attended its birth; 
comparing it with the inſtitutions which it re- 
placed or deſtroyed ; and never, for an inſtant, 
forgetting the obſtacles it had to encounter, ſome 
of which it ſubdued, while others it could only 
elude. For my part, when I well conſider the 
point whence its founders ſet out, and that 
which they have already attained, I doubt whe- 
ther ſo rapid a progreſs was ever before made in 
the career of truth and public welfare, in the 
roads of virtue and repentance, of that repen · 
. which, to uſe the beautiful expreſſion of 

C 4 Rouſſeau, 
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Rouſſcau, is perhaps farther removed from crime 
than innocence itſelf. | 


In compariſon with the conſtitution of 1795, 
what was that of 1791—that monſtrous produc- 


tion, compoſed of ſuch heterogeneous parts, 


which did not contain a ſingle article that was 
not contradicted by another; did not offer one 
advantage the attainment of which it did not 
render impoſſible; did not eſtabliſh one autho- 


_ , rity which it did not render impotent; ſpread 


univerſal diſſention, inſtead of diffuſing general 
harmony; organized anarchy, and founded dif- .. 


ſolution ? 


In compariſon with the conſtitution of 1795, 
what was that of 1793—that code for which no 
human language can ſupply appropriate expreſ- 
fions; that code which, in the name of ſociety 
and the laws, delivered up mankind a prey to all 
thoſe ſcourges, for the expreſs purpoſe of avoid- 
mg which, they enter into a ſtate of ſociety, and 


ſubmit to the reſtriction of laws? 


| Can any one be till blind to the immenſe ads 
vantage attached to the mere diviſion of your 
legiſlative body into two councils, after thoſe 

three 
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three legiſlatures, conſiſting only of a ſingle 


chamber, which, improving on the ſchemes of _ 


each other in their diſaſtrous ſucceſſion, had op- 
preſſed, deſolated, enſanguined, and diſhonoured 


F rance, during the ſix preceding years? 


* 


What force does your preſent Executive TENG 
poſſeſs when compared to that phantom of a 
king, who appeared to have been left on the 
throne in 1791, for no other purpoſe than that 


of affording an opportunity for the commiſſion | 
af one other _—_ 


* 


Vet, what a 'reftriftion i is W impoſed on 
that ſame power, ſo unlimited, ſo unpuniſhed, 
when it was veſted in thoſe committees of death, 


which, by the moſt inconceivable confuſion of 


ideas and contradiction of terms, were called, 
Committees of Safety ! | 


What a diminution already appears to have 
taken place in the number of governors, when 
we now find only five directors, after having had 
ſometimes ten, ſometimes twenty, ſometimes 
ſeven hundred, ſometimes twelve hundred kings, 
at once legiſlators, pontiffs, generals, admini- 
ſtrators, magiſtrates, and judges ; alternately 


creators, rivals, inſtruments of forty-four thou- 


ſand 
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ſand ſovereign municipalities, having themſelves, 
for ſupreme regulators, an equal number of Ja- 
cobin Societies! 


| How many” incumbrances have been removed 
from the political machine, how many hopes 
given, how many means opened to all the friends 
of peace, order, and juſtice, by the abſolute in- 

terdiction“ of thoſe popular clubs, thoſe aggre- 
gated affiliations, thoſe correſponding ſocieties, 
- which, extending from one end of France to the 
other, a conductor as rapid as terrible, held a 
thunderbolt conſtantly ſuſpended over the heads 
of all innocent men! 


bY ls not then that total ſuppreſſion of ſeditious 

corporations, joined to the prohibition, ſo for- 
mally expreſſed, and ſo frequently repeated, 
which forbids either the DireCtory, the Legiſla- 
tive Body, or the Adminiſtrators, to uſurp the 
functions of judgesF, to be conſidered as a pri- 
mary and ſolid baſis for the independence of the 
Judicial power? 


Is it not then a firſt and an eſſential homage 
paid to property, to have declared, that on the 


Articles 360, 361, 362. 
+ Articles 189. 202. 264, 


maintenance 
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maintenance of property all ſocial order depends*; 
to have announced to every citizen, that it is his 
duty to defend itt; to have excluded from 
the electoral aſſemblies all perſons who have not 
a certain portion of landed property f. From 
the proviſions of the conſtitution of 1793 to all 
theſe articles the diſtance was immenſe ; from 
the qualifications of an elector to the qualifica- 
tions of a repreſentative there is but one ſtep, _ 


By the ſide of thoſe Rights of Man, which the 
firſt aſſembly had imprudently committed to 
chance, I now deſcry the duties, which it 0 
ſcandalouſly refuſed to notice. 


By the fide of what conſtitutes and enſures 
Liberty d, I find what regulates the exerciſe and 
prevents the abuſe of it; I find the individual 
protected ſo long as he remains innocent]; 
warned when about to become guilty; oppoſed 
as ſoon as he does becomes ſo; and puniſhed 
after he has been ſo C. 


* Art, 8. of the Duties of a Citizen 


+ Art. . 

1 Art. 35. 

$ Rights, Art. 2. Cenftt Tit. 14. 
| Duties, Art. g. 


q Confit, Tit, * Art. 363, 364, 365, 366, & 
If 


- — — — 
——— — 


at leaſt the definition given of Equality itſelf 


1795, a conſecration of the law to THe SUPREME 
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If the conſequences drawn from the doctrine 
of Equality are too abſulute to eſcape conteſtation, 


ought to diſpel : all fears; and ny 4 all cen- 


ſures . 


The POOR of one of its members is preſcribed 
as a duty to the whole community F. 


Laſtly, I ſee, at the head of the conſtitution of 


BEING. I ſee, at the head of the Duties of Man, 
the whole ſyſtem of morality reduced to two 
maxims proclaimed by the Goſpel of the Chriſt- 
ians T. I ſee, in the general proviſions which 
terminate the conſtitutional code, a formal pro- 
hibition to moleſt any man, whatever he may be, 
in the exerciſe of the worſhip which he renders to 
God. I nowhere find a prohibition either ta 
the private citizen, to perſons in authority, to the 
adminiſtrative bodies, to the legiſlative councils, 
or to the directory, publicly to invoke the God 


* Equality conſifts in the ſameneſs of the law to every indivi- 
dual, whether for the purpoſe protection or of puniſhment, 
Art. 3. Rights, 

+ Rights, Art. 9. Duties, Art. 2. 9, ec. 

Do nat unto another that which you <would not have dom 
to yourſelf. Do conflantly to others that good which you qwould 
awiſh to have done to yourſelf, Art. 2. Duties, 


of 


| 2 the knowledge that reſults from experience 


FRENCH BMIGRAN TS. 29 


ol their fathers, to call down his bleſſing on their 


works, to · offer up thanks for his beneficence, to 
implore his aid againſt the unjuſt enemies of the 
republic, —in ſhort, to conſecrate the political, 
and conſolidate the moral en by _— 


| PzoPLE or | France! whole ey nende | 
my only hope; you deign, I truſt, to remark. 
with what candor I proceed, and what ſtrong 
interdictions I have impoſed on my reaſon to 
prevent it from becoming ſubſervient to party 
ſpirit. . On the other hand, it would as little 
become me to feign enthuſiaſm in order to con- 
ciliate your favour, as to repeat calumnies in 


order to inflame your diſcontent. Though I am 


an impartial judge of your new conſtitution, I am 


far from becoming its blind guarantee, I till 


find in it the great and dreadful problem of the 


firſt magiſtracy of the ſtate (and of an immenſe 
ſtate) rendered elective and temporary, and di- 


vided between the will of five individuals. Have 


your legiſlators made a difcovery, or have they 
purſued a chimera? Will che inconveniences 
attending their new ſyſtem (for every human 


eſtabliſnment has its inconveniences) be more or 
| leſs ſerious than thoſe which they pretend to have 


avoided? Theſe are queſtions to the ſolution of 


will 


30 bpxr rer or Tun EZ 
vill be- neceſſary; but which are abſolutely ſoa 
reign from the cauſe which I have undertaken to 


defend. 

There is one thing, however, which, even. 
now, is clear as light; which the experience of 
ages, infallible reaſon, and ſovereign juſtice, have 


irrevocably decided; which, in ſhort, forms my' 


whole cauſe, — that is to ſay, which concentrates' 
in'a ſingle point all the moral iniquities and all 


the political hereſies which I have juſt denounc- 
ed; I mean the article that relates to the Zmi- 


grants; which became a diſgrace to your con- 
ſtitution the very day it was inſerted, and which 


will ſoon produce its 3 ” "you do no 


haſten to * it. 


This article was 1 35 the SY A the ſame 
minds, nor of the ſame genius which propoſed 
the plan of your political eſtabliſhment, Could 
I have praiſed a work of which ſuch a proviſion 
had formed an integral part? Inſtead of harmo- 
nizing with the body of the work it forms a per- 
fe& contraſt with it. It was by ſurprize, by vio- 
lence, by availing themſelves of ſome unfortunate 
circumſtances, which occurred during the diſ- 
cuſſion, by invoking the phantom of that terroriſm 
which was ſcarcely ſubdued, that its authors ſuc- 
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ceeded in procuring a clauſe deſtructive of all 
conſtitution to be declared conſtitutional, Crime, 
eſcorted by inſanity, trembled with rage at behold- 
ing the revival of wiſdom and virtue. It exulted 
in the idea of having, with a fingle phraſe, diſho- 
noured and perverted all their laws, fixed a ve- 
nomous plant among their ſalutary ſeeds, and 
thrown, into the very center of the fabric which 
they had juſt raiſed, that fatal firebrand which | 
was deſtined to reduce it to aſhes. 


Virtuous Republicans! permit me now to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to others, and no longer to you 
who have doubtleſs anticipated in your hearts, 
and probably expreſſed with your tongues, all 
the ſentiments which I am going to utter. I 
ſhall henceforth confine my appeals to the cri- 
minal, the ſenſeleſs, authors of the clauſe, which 
is alike diſaſtrous and diſhonorable. The lan- 
guage which they have deſerved can be addreſſed 
to none but themſelves. You are their victims 
as much as, and ſtill more than, us; for you have 
ſtill every thing to loſe, and we have nothing left 
to ſave, It is in the name of the French Re- 
public, then, ſtill more than in that of the French 
Emigrants, that I accuſe and attack them. Let 
them contradict me if they dare, and confute n me 
if they can. | 


In 


4 
—— — — — 5 — 


3 
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In the firſt place, let me quote the act which 
conſtitutes their crime; let me repeat that article 
which ſeems ſcarcely credible even while we read 
it; that fundamental law, ſubverſive of the 
French Republic, by means of which RoßERS- 
PIERRE ſurvives himſelf in the conſtitution which 
they pretend to have eſtabliſhed e on the ruins of 
his ys 


« The French nation 38 that in no caſe will he ſoffer the 


© return of thoſe Frenchmen, who, having abandoned their country ſub- 


de ſequent to the 19th July 1789, are not included in the exceptions to 
&« the laws paſſed againſt the Emigrantsz and ſhe forbids'the Legiſlative 
Body to create new exceptions on this head. The property of the 
Emigrant: is irrevocably confiſcated to the profit of the French Re- | 
er public. „Aenſirulion of the F reach bs Article 373» Title 14 


General Diſpoſitions. 


A people have been ſeen, after -a ſucceſsful 


oppoſition to foreign attack, or the fortunate 


ſuppreſſion of civil commotions, to evince a diſ- 
poſition to repoſe themſelves under the ſhelter 
and protection of a- ſtable and ſalutary code of 
laws; they have been ſeen ſeeking in peace and 
juſtice the reward of their triumphs and the con- 
ſecration of their rights; extorting, by their ge- 


neroſity or their wiſdom, the reſpect of foreigners, 


and uniting, by a reeiprocal ſacrifice of the maſt 


Juſt reſentment, all the citizens of their own 


ſtate, Thus the Republic of Athens was torn 
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by three contending factions which threatened ir 
with nothing leſs than annihilation.” The Athe- 
nians of tbe Mountain wiſhed for a pure demo- 
racy; thoſe of the Plain, for a pure ariſtocracy; 
and thoſe of the Sea-coaft, for a mixture of both. 
Ar the. very moment when their country was 
about to expire beneath their blows, all their con- 
ſciences were ſuddenly ſtricken with the fame ſen- 
timents of remorſe; all minds were involuntarily 
attracted; by one common movement. The 
three parties threw down their arms, abjured 
their batred, joined, embraced, and ſent to Solon 
to aſk him for a ſyſtem of laws, which they pro- 


miſed no longer to dictate, but thenceforth to 
* a o ; 


' Other nations have conſidered thetnſelves - 
obliged to exerciſe acts of rigour againſt indivi- 
duals, when employed / in eſtabliſhing the general 
felicity of the community, But the ſolemn char- 
ter, meant to form the baſis and the guarantee of 
the happineſs of a whole people, was never diſ- 
graced by ideas of hatred and revenge. Iſolated 
and fugitive laws announced thoſe acts of rigour 
which neceſſity ſeemed to impoſe. The national 
pact which was deſtined, from age to age, to pro- 
claim to future generations the inviolability of 
their rights, the dignity of their exiſtence, and 

..=_ 
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the bleſſings of their government, contained no- 
thing that could tarniſh the luſtre or deſtroy the 
mildneſs of their deſtiny; nothing that could 
diminiſh confidence, alarm juſtice, or afflict hu- 
manity. Thus, when England called the third 
William to her throne, that Bill of Rights which 
became a new contract between the nation and 
their ſavereign, held out to the Engliſh nothing 
but the glery and the happineſs of a free people. 
The forfeitures inflicted upon thoſe who had 


fought for the ancient government remained 


conſigned in acts that were deſtined to be buried 
with the men againſt whom they were perſonally 
direQed. Every man had a right to appeal againſt 
them to the courts of law. The forfeitures were 
declared in the year of the revolution, that is, in 
1688; andin 1703 a door was ſtill open to re- 


monſtrances and appeals. The garriſon of | 
Limerick, "after they had defended themſelves to 


the laſt extremity, ſaw their courage honoured by 
the victor, and obtained the moſt glorious capi- 


tulation from the prince in whoſe power it was to 


exerciſe all the moſt cruel rights of conqueſt. 
In 1746, amneſties were again paſſed. Even 
after the attempt in Scotland which had produced 
ſuch bloody diſaſters, nineteen out of twenty of 
thoſe whom the law devoted to death received 
pardons. But why talk of 1746? In every ge- 
neration, 
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neration, in our own time, recently, the crown 
has again granted pardon, and more than pardon, 
reſtitution, indemnity to families who had beeri 


victims to the fatal attainder. 


But to make of hatred and of rage (to ſay no- 
thing of iniquity) one of the conſtitutional laws of 
a ſtate; to perpetuate diſcord in inviting peace, 
and puniſhments in proclaiming beneficence; to 
engrave on the fame table the laws of Numa and 
the profcriptions of Sylla; to invoke the pre/erce 


of the Supreme Being, in order that he may affift - 


at the impious carnage of his creatures; thus to 
take, in one and the ſame act, Heaven for a wit- 


neſs, and Hell for a model, is to engender a mon- 


ſter which may be ſuffered till to pollute for a 


time the light of the day, but which muſt ſoon 


loſe that light itſelf; and which, conſumed by 
the fire of its own rage, muſt ere long expire on 
the bodies of its murdered victims. 


Alas! I wiſh to proclaim Truth with energy, 
and I weaken its effect! I wiſh to degrade by com- 
pariſons the tyranny which I combat, and I do ic 


honour ! I commit an outrage on the memory 
of Sylla !-—Sy1la, in the worſt of his proſcriptions, c 


would have rejected with indignation thoſe which 


the French Conſtitution pretends to perpetuate. 
D 2 Hlla 
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Sylla maſſacred the troops which fought againſt 
him, the magiſtrates who, had proſcribed him, 
| the rivals of his power, the deſtroyers. of his 
laws, the deſpoilers of his property, the murder- 
ers of his friends; but his ſeverity againſt the 
children of the proſcribed was limited to their 
excluſion from the ſenate and from the magiſtracy. 
Hlla, who would probably be called the greateſt 
of the Romans, if he had not, till our days, been 
the moſt cruel. of men;—Sy//a, all-cruel as he 
was, would probably have ſhuddered, but cer- 
tainly would have bluſhed, at thoſe proſcriptions 
which haye been indiſcriminately levelled. at 
prieſts, old men, women, children in the cradle, 
and generations yet vnborn ;—and this, without 
a deſire of vengeance, for the victims have been 
| conſtantly oppreſſed, . and the oppreſſors con· 
ſtantly triumphant; without any lruggle 'for 
power, for no one can now diſpute it with thoſe 
into whoſe hands fate has reſigned it; without 
rivalry of ambition or avarice, for none of us who 
have eſcaped the ſword, or ſurvived the miſery of 
our ſituation, have any other object in view than 
again to behold the relics of our families, and to 
cultivate a portion of our own fields, 


But let me reſtrain, if I can, or rather moderate 
my indignation. I muſt enter into a methodical 
| analyſis, 
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analyſis, both in its relation to juſtice and to po- 
licy, of that, O People of France ! which they 
have had the audacity to impoſe on you as a law, 


and the abſurdity to repreſent as a ſalutary law. 


That this act of madneſs and iniquity begins 
with an impoſture, and with a national blaſphemy; 
that the French nation have given, an hundred 


times, the lie direct to thoſe men who dared to 


proclaim this declaration as an emanation from 
the French nation, is a truth which I ſhall in- 
voke in proper time. People, I already hear the 
murmurs of your conſcience! I promiſe you that 
I will appeal to it; but 1 entreat you, for the 
preſent, to reſtrain its dictates. I am particu- 
larly anxious that you ſhould try this declaration 


by its own merits, abſtracted from all conſidera» 


tion of the number and deſcription of its authors 
or adherents. Theſe laſt form but a ſecondary 
point of diſcuſſion; before I arrive at which, I 
have to eſtabliſh an antecedent truth of much 
greater importance, ſince it is that which muſt 
lead me to my final deduction, viz. © That the 
« French nation, united in a maſs, much leſs an 
«© individual, would have no right to enact ſuch 
ce a decree againſt that individual.” PEroPLe or 
France! it would be but a vulgar homage to 
tell you that you did not make this law; it is a 
D 3 rarer 


— 
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rarer homage to maintain in your preſence, that, 

even if you had wiſhed to make it, you could not 
have made it; to reſpect you ſufficiently, to ap- 
proach you in the midſt of your triumphs, in 
order to convince you that juſtice has preſcribed 
bounds to your omnipotence, | 


] here addreſs myſelf to every individual 
whom the French Empire contains within 
its vaſt circle. Virtuous ſupporters ; criminal 


prophaners of the Republic; ye too, who, ſtill 


undecided, have determined to embrace no party, 
until one ſhall appear firmly reſolved to be influ- 
enced excluſively by the principles of juſtice and 
of peace; I adjure, or rather ſummon, you all to 
follow me through the diſcuſſion on which I am 
about to enter. May the firſt of you find your 
wiſhes accompliſhed, the ſecond your doubts 
removed, and Heaven ſend, that the third de- 
ſcription may yet diſcover in the diſcuſſion, in- 
ducements to an efficacious repentance, rather 
than incitements to the rage of revengeful fu- 


ries, 


TRAITORS who left their country for the pur- 
Poſe of returning to attack it in arms;—COWARDS, 
who abandoned their country at a time when they 


- aught ta baue taken up arms in its defence. 


Theſe 


a 
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Theſe are the two heads under which all the 
French Emigrants have been claſſed by thoſe 
Who wiſhed to legalize the ſpoliation of their pro- 


perty and the proſcription of their perſons; 
denunciations, laws, ſentences, all that created, 
attacked, or tried our offences, defined them in 
this way . On the accuracy of this firſt propo- 
ſition not a doubt can ariſe, 


Before I divide the parties accuſed into two 
claſſes, according to the two different kinds of 
offence thus imputed to them, I ought certainly 
firſt to fix your attention on the victims who, 
T don't ſay have not committed, but whom I ſay 
could not commit, either one or the other. 


And firſt, will it be denied that all the Emi- 
grant Women are manifeſtly innocent both of this 
treaſon and of this cowardice? Shall I be told, 
that the having or not having taken up arms 
may be imputed as a crime to women? Yetno 
law has excepted the women from the general 
proſcription; on the contrary, the old law has 


expreſsly included them, and the new conſti- 


* See the preamble of the general and definitive Decree 
paſſed againſt the Emigrants, on the 28th March 1793 as 
well as the partial Decrees, and the debates to which they 
gave riſe. 


ne tutional 
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tutiohal law leaves them irrevocably in the ſame 
| Nate. + The law, therefore, in its principle, con- 
founds innocence with guilt; and this circum- 
ſtance alone would ſuffice to render it unjuſt. 
In this caſe, innocence is ndt only manifeſt, 
but its exiſtence is a matter of neceſſity. In- 
juſtice cannot by poſſibility have even a pretext 
for an error. Tyranny itſelf cannot form a ſuſ- 
picion. Does not the law then, which puniſhes, 
not only without the proof of a crime, but even 
without the poſſibility of an accuſation, already 
bear within itſelf a degree of iniquity that excites 
the moſt general indignation? 


Laſtly, this iniquitous proceeding bears a 
third diſtinctive character, which I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to deſcribe. In this caſe, innocence is not 
only manifeſt, its exiſtence is not only a matter 
of neceſſity, but it was entruſted by nature to 
the protection of thoſe who have ſacrificed it. 
Women, Great God! Women guilty of cow- 
ardite or treaſon! Alas! it belongs to them to 
prefer theſe accuſations, inſtead of being the ob- 
jects of them! The country is the offspring of 
the family; nature preceded the city. Certainly 
the citizen is not fo ſtrongly bound to defend 
the ſoil which he cultivates, as man is to defend 


the 
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the womb which gave him birth, and the womb 
which made him a father. The whole body-of 


ſociety. is bound to protect the morhers of fami- 


lies, the wives, the ſiſters, the female friends, 


who ſupport, or cement, or embelliſh the ſocial - 


bond. The coward is he who abandons them; 
the traitor he who gives them up; the monſter 
he, who applying the knife to the throat of a 
blocming virgin, or of a venerable matron, 
equally defenceleſs, takes away without pity as 
without danger, that life which it is his duty to 
protect at the riſk of his own. Impious terroriſts! 
theſe, be aſſured, are the moſt diſguſtful enormi- 

ties; theſe are the proofs of a moſt abje& degra- 
dation which has at once devoted you to diſgrace, 


and rendered you objects of execration. Theſe 


conſtitute, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, the moſt 
complete annihilation of all the features of human 


virtue. The ſavage in his cave, and the cannibal - 
in his orgies, reſpect the female ſex. A tribunal _ 


aſſaſſinating, in a judicial manner, a croud of in- 
nocent fugitives, for attempting to eſcape from 


priſon, from death, from diſhonour, had not yet 


been met with in the annals of mankind. Lifts 
of proſcriptions filled with the names of women 
had not yet been ſeen. The diſorders of a town 
juſt taken by aſſault preſents the only image that 
I know of the acts of your Legiſlature, CiT1- 

ZENS 
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zZENs or France! ſcarcely releaſed from the 
deadly anguiſh which ſo many dear objects muſt 
have excited in your minds, aſk thoſe tyrants, 
whoſe treaſon you have ſubdued, becauſe you 
were powerful; but who have till the cowardice 
to perſecute us becauſe we are impotent; aſk 
them which of theſe ſentiments, which of theſe 
propoſitions they will dare to combat in your 
preſence? Aſk them how it happens that a law 
for the aſſaſſination of women ſtill forms an in- 
tegral part of your conſtitution ? 


. After the women come the Children, whoſe 
weakneſs, whoſe innocence has, if it be poſſible, 
ſomething ſtill more ſacred in it than that of their 
mothers, for they can neither foreſee, dread, nor 
implore. What has been, and what ſtill is the 
fate of theſe unfortunate creatures? 7 bere is an 
exception in their favour, exclaim our tyrants, 
Yes, PzoPLEOF FRANCE! there is; and I will ex- 
plain to you the nature of this boaſted exception; 
for at the time when theſe laws were forged, far 
from being able to attend to our calamities, the 
whole ſtrength of your minds was requiſite to 


enable you to bear the weight of your own. 
Yes, your legiſlators of that day allowed a certain 


term for the return of all the children who had 
left France, But, do you know what that term 
Was ? 


FRENCH EMIGRANTS. 43 


was? Three Months, let the diſtance be what 
it would, When the queſtion was to render the 
parents who had remained in the country, re- 


8 ſponſible for the emigration of their children, 
os no other bounds to paternal authority were ac- 
* knowledged than thoſe of the father's life“. 
fe But when it was wiſhed to render the children 
oy perſonally reſponſible, then they were declared to 
* 


be releaſed from the authority of their parents, 
to be abſolute maſters of their own conduct, to 
be perfect men in ſhort, at TEN YEARS or AGE! 
At ten years of age, ProrIE or France! I ſpeak 


- with the laws before mef. By that of 1793 f, 
25 the child of ten years three months and eight 
wit days, who ſhould have the misfortune to loſe his 
3 father in exile, and whom a faithful friend or ſer- 

vant ſhould bring back to his mother in France, 


would be condemned to loſe his head. By that 
of 1794 F, if the child had not accompliſhed his 
ſixteenth year, he would be tranſported; but if 
he was one day older, he would be executed, 
And as it has been decreed, that the capital part 


% 


* See the Decrees of the 8th April, 19th Auguſt, 12th 
September 1792; and the debates on thoſe Decrees. 

+ Decree of 28th March 1793. 
t Complementary Decree of the 28th March, 
$ Decree of Reviſion, 28th December. 
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of the puniſhment ſhall be aboliſhed on the reſto- 
ration of peace, except for the Emigrants, it fol- 
lows that the reſult of the greateſt effort of legiſ- 
lative humanity that has been exerted in our fa- 
vour ſince the gth Thermidor, is, that the emi- 
grant child who ſhall have returned to his 
country to prolong the life, or to cloſe the eyes of 
an adored mother, will die on a ſcaffold; while a 
parricide ſon, who has not emigrated, will be 
ſuffered to live! Such are your preſent n 
tional Laws! 


* 


But what law has been enacted for maintaining 
the rights of a child under ten years of age, until 
he arrives at years of diſcretion ?— rights which 
have been recognzied by an expreſs decree. 
What magiſtrate in France is to take minors 
under his care? What guardian preſerves and 
regulates their property? What defender ſccures 
it from deſtruction, from uſurpation, from mal- 
verſation, and from rapine? The child, whom a 
widow, a ſiſter, or a daughter, overwhelmed with 
deſpair, has carried away with her at her blood- 
ſtained boſom, and who has not yet heard of the 
calamities of its country, nor of the maſſacre of 
its family; the child conceived in ſorrow and in 
exile, and who drinks more of the tears than the 


milk of its wretched mother, is already attainted 
by 
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by this murderous law. It is enforced againſt 
them, even while they are unconſcious of its 
exiſtence. Their misfortune will remain with- 
out a remedy, their right will long have ceaſed 
to exiſt, when they hear it mentioned for the firſt 
time. The firſt notion they will receive will be 
this,—that on the day of their birth, they were 
marked by the hand of extermination, and that 


the crime of Herod has been pray renewed 


againft them. 


_ PzoPLE OF . I wiſh to exhauſt this 
affecting, this terrible ſubject. Such of our chil- 
dren as had not emigrated, might at leaſt have 
expected to be excepted from the pains of emigra- 


tion; their rights, already open, might at leaſt 


have been reſpected; cloaths, food, and lodg- 
ing, they might at leaſt have been allowed to 
retain, But nothing, no nothing, has been left 
them! The lying decree which had promiſed 
them a fourth part of the ſpoils of their fathers, 
has never been enforced. Taken away, in the 
firſt place, from our love and our power; con- 
ſigned “ to the care of the municipalities of the 
10th Auguſt, and the 2d September; ſoon after 


* Decree of the National Aſſembly, Auguſt 15, 1792. 
/ expelled 
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expelled from their paternal habitations, without 
a bed to repoſe on, or a room to give them 
ſhelter ; even ſeparated" from their faithful ſer- 
vants, who were their laſt and their only protec- 
tors; how many of theſe wretched children 
have languiſhed in indigence, have periſhed from 

want, have been buried pell-mel in the recep- 
tacles of -miſery and diſſolution! And yet, I 
talk of injuſtice only! — Alas! PzoeLe or 
France! I ought to prefer a charge of impiety, 
of ſacrilege, againſt thoſe degenerate men who 
have accumulated the moſt monſtrous of all 
crimes on the heads of the moſt innocent of all 


Creatures. 


Thus far I may ſet all anſwers, and all ob- 
jections, at defiance. I might now bring for- 
ward, after the women and children, the aged 
and infirm, the prieſts, and generally all thoſe 
whoſe ſufferings, whoſe age, whoſe character, 
kept, thera neceſſarily at a diſtance from the field 
of battle, ſince the offence conſiſts ſolely in, 
having or in not having made war. But al- 
though I might eſtabliſh in their behalf, truths 
as ſtrong, as thoſe which I have already ſtated, 
yet I am aware that I ſhould not be entitled to 
throw out the ſame defiance, At leaſt, inſin- 


cerity and chicane would have more ground for 
10 o cavil 
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cavil and diſpute, After all, it is not impoſſible, 
that a prieſt ſhould be armed with fanaticiſm, 
and an old man animated with rage. A purer 
principle might, then, produce upon them, the 
ſame effects; there is, then, a pretext for de- 
manding an account of their activity or inac- 
tivity. But I wiſh, in this firſt head of my diſ- 
cuſſion, to avoid all pretence for debate. In this 
firſt order of victims whom I defend, I mean 
only to admit thoſe who never could be criminal, 
thoſe who never could be accuſed of the crimes, 
real or imaginary, which your Legiſlators' have 
pretended to puniſh by an implacable proſcrip- 
tion. The cauſe of the women and children re- 
quires to be conſidered diſtinctly and ſeparately 
from all others. Alas! If I had only the cer- - 
tainty of reſcuing from misfortune this one claſs, 
ſo numerous, ſo. cheriſhed, ſo worthy of every 
kind of reſpect, of every ſpecies of ſacrifice, 
were all the calamities which they now experi- 
Wence, to fall upon ourſelves, how much ſhould I 
think I had gained! O you, who ſtill hold in 
your hands their fate and ours, if you wiſh to 
be unjuſt and pitileſs, confine your perſecutions 
o us. Reſume your equity, reſume your huma- 
nity, for our wives and our children, and we 
ay ſtill pardon you for ourſelves, and bleſs yau 

or them. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall however complete the examination 
which I have begun; for your remorſe, your 
intereſt, the people, or Heaven, may perhaps 
inſpire.you with the reſolution of not being juſt 
by halves. | 


Thus an immenſe portion of Emigrants are 
exempted from your proſcriptions by your own 

ſuffrages, by the definition which you have your- 
ſelves given of our crimes. I ſhall now take a view 
of the Emigrants whom this definition may really 
affect; thoſe who have been in a ſituation either 
to betray France by attacking it, or to abandon i i 
by flying in che hour of combat. 3 


1 lb begin with the ſecond claſs, the queſ. 
tion wh:ch concerns them being the moſt ſimple; 
and I ſhall reſerve that which is the moſt dif- 
ficult and the moſt painful to diſcuſs, for the | 
laſt. % — 

I ſhall always endeavour to lay down ſuch 
-truths as it ſhall be impoſſible for you to conteſt, 
Thus you will not certainly deny, that the act of 

abandonment is a voluntary act; that the volun- 
tary abandonment of one's country, and being 

forcibly expelled from it, are two different things; 
in other words, that to abandon and betray one's 

country 
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country, is not the ſame thing as _ abandoned 
and —— ol it. | 75 


1 ſhall now examine what you call the old 
Laws paſſed againſt the Emigrants, ' Among 
the exceptions which they contain, I-ſeek for one 
in favour of the French who have been expelled 
by violence from their country; whom their 
country has betrayed by delivering them up, 
without the means of defence, to the plots of 
banditti, and to the poniards of aſſaſſins; who, 
in flying from her, who, in breaking their 
chains, who, by forcing their way through 
their burning roofs and their blood-ſtained 
walls, eſcaped death by a ſingle day, an hour, 
and, in ſome inſtances, by a ſecond. I find no 
old exception in favour of theſe unfortunate men; 
and, by a clauſe intercalated in your preſent con- 
ſtitution, be Legiſlative body is probibited to 
create any new exception; and we cannot ad- 
vance a ſingle ſtep in this ſtrange ſyſtem of le- 
giſlation without being ſeized with freſn horror. 
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And remark, PzopLt or France ! how juſt 
this expreſſion of intercalated is; how innocent 
the authors of your new conſtitution evidently 
are of the article which infects and ruins their 
work! Not only the whole body of this conſti- 

E tution 
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tution repels, with its whole force, the peſtilen- 


tial excreſcence which disfigures it; but the 


ſpecial title, under which the fatal clauſe is in- 


ſerted, inveſts it, preſſes it with fix other clauſes, 
which do not permit it to remain in the midſt of 
them. Ah! let nobody tell me what is 
t written is written; the conſtitution is decreed, 
its obſervance, ſworn to; it is no longer in 
«« our power to alter any part of it; for I ſhall 
anſwer, © You muſt alter ſome part of the 14b 


« title of your conſtitution; for the articles 


« which: it contgins, are in direct contradiction 
« with each other. They cannot remain to- 
& gether; they oppoſe, they deſtroy each other. 
« No accommodation can poſſibly take place 
© between them; you can only obſerve one 


e part of them by violating the other; you muſt 


% make your choice; and the whole queſtion, 
« henceforth, reſolves itſelf into this point, 
et whether, impelled by . neceſſity to make a 
<« choice, you will have the courage publicly to 
ic exclaim,. Me will efface from. our; code the 


e reſpeft which it proclaims for religion and mo- 


« rality ; the defence of property, - the ſafeguard 
« of liberty, aud the. protetFian of the lives of 
ce individuals ;——and we will preſerve blaſphemy 
« and immorality, rapine, tyranny, aud murder.” 


I am 
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I am aware, that an aſſertion of this import- 
ance requires proof, and I hope to adduce ſuch 
proof as will leave no room for reply. 


Perſecutors, homicides, it 18 under the title of 
General Diſpaſitions, that you contrived to in- 
troduce that article, which, in fact, generalizes 
confiſcation, baniſhment, death, although there 
is not one of all the acts of public power that 
requires to be detailed 'with more minute and 
particular circumſpection. But among the ſame 
General Diſpeſitions, I find the following one: 


te The houſe of every citizen is an inviolable 

* aſylum; during the. night no one has a right 

« to enter it. During the day the orders of the 

« Conſtituted Authorities may be executed 

te there, No domiciliary viſit can take place, 
ec except by virtue of a law, and with reſpect to | 

« the perſon or object expreſsly deſignated in the 

ic act which preſcribes the viſit.” (Article 359. 

| General Diſpeſtions. Title 14. Conſtitution of 
the French Republic.) e | 


Above this article I find another, which ſays, 
ee The Conſtitution guarantees the inviolabikty ' 
e of all property.” (Art. 358. Lid.) 


"SY Again, 


2 
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Again, I read,. No man can be prevented 
e from. exerciſing, in conformity to the laws, 
et the kind of worſhip which he has choſen for 


« himſelf,” (Art. 35 3. Lid.) 


5 I could eaſily multiply theſe quotations in an 
infinite degree; but the three articles which J 


have here ſelected will ſuffice for my purpoſe. - 


When you' inſerted theſe articles in your code, 
you certainly did not pretend to give them as 


. diſcoveries of your own,” The Conſtitution of 


1791 had proclaimed them before you, and al- 
moſt in the ſame terms, and that could not claim 


them as its own any more than yourſelves. 
Who cannot deſcry in them the law of which 
Cicero ſpeaks; that law which is innate, not 


given ; that eternal and ſovereign reaſon, which 
is the inſtinct of nature and the eſſence of truth; 


which infallibly diſtinguiſhes the juſt from the 


unjuſt, the good which it preſeribes from the 


evil which it forbids; which would not be lefs 
law if you had forgotten or contradicted it; nor 


is more ſo becauſe you have acknowledged and 


proclaimed it ; which does not depend either on 
the will of nations, the edicts of kings, or the 


"ſentences of judges, but which commands them 


all; which, in ſhort, did not become the law 
5 | at 
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at the time when it was written, but was the law 
2s ſoon as it exiſted, and whoſe exiſtence was co- 
eval with the wiſdom of God and the conſcience 
of man, and was deſtined to be the firſt bond of 
ſociety between God and man?? | 
But though your homage can afford no addi- 
tional ſanction to theſe laws which were formed 
by the Deity himſelf, it may be of great avail in 
appreciating thoſe which moſt certainly belong to 
you, and the invention of which no one will 
conteſt with you. Now attend to me. 


. 
1 


— 


What! with your conſent, the bouſe fa citixen 


is an inviolable aſylum. . During tbe night no 
one has a right to enter it. . . During the day 
ne domiciliary viſit can take place in it, except in 
virtue of a law, and with reſpect to the perſon or 
object expreſsly deſignated in the af? which pre- 
ſeribes the viſit . , , This act can only be he 


* Lex natz non lata. Eternum quiddam . . . Ratio 
profecta à rerum natura . . . Juſtorum injuſtorumque diſ- 
tinctio . . Que non tam denique incipit lex eſſe cam ſeripta, 
ſed tum cum orta eſt; orta autem ſimul eſt cum mente di- 
vina . . , Lex vera atque princeps, apta ad jubendum et ad 
vetandum., ;, Ratio reQa. . . Prima bomini cum Deo So- 
cietas . . . Qudd fi populorum juſſis, ſi principum decretis, fi 
ſententis judicum jura conſtituerentur, jus eſſet latrocinari, 
jus adulterare, de. — Cicero ae Legibus. 


LESS ol 
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order of a Conflitated Authority:;—And yet thoſe 
citizens who, ſeeing France a prey to diforder and 
crime, had ſhut themſelves up in their inviolable 
afjlum; thoſe citizens who, in that 30 lum, in 
the middle of the nigbi, without law and with- 
out orders, were indiſcriminately maſſacred in 
their ſleep; who, on opening their eyes, ſaw 
their beds ſurrounded with the torches and the 
Pikes of RonzxsPiERRE; who, dragged from 
their inviolable aſylum, were caſt into dungeons, 
there to await the maſſacres that were ſoon to be 
committed; who, having eſcaped by an incom- 
prehenſible miracle, ſome while the preparations 
for murder were making, others in the midſt of 

the ſlaughter, retired to foreign countries, there 
to deplore in ſolitude the misfortunes of their 
country, without even thinking of revenging the 
injuſtice they had experienced . . . Shall theſe 
citizens be now puniſhed with death by your 
Conſtitution, if they attempt to return to what 
your Conſtitution calls their inviolable aſylum ? 


What! with your © conſent, all araperty is in- 
violable: And thoſe citixens whom crime has 
expelled from your country, which was theirs, 
and deſpoiled of their property, which has become 
yours; thoſe citizens whom you have never con- 


demned, Yom you have not even accuſed, 
: what 
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what do I ſay? whoſe misfortunes and whoſe 
innocence you have acknowledged and proclaitn-' 5 
ed; whom you have termed victims; whom you 
have been heard to deplore; ; whom you have 
pretended to revenge:—ſhall' thoſe” citizens be 
puniſhed with death, if they come, in the name 
of your Conſtitution, to claim their family, their 
country, the air which Heaven had permitted 
them to breathe, and, after that property which 
is the deareſt to their hearts, ſome part of that 
which is neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence, a field, a 
cottage, a portion, however inconſiderable, of all 


that preperty, the inviolability of which the Con- 
1 guarantees ? | 5 


What with your conſent, 0 man can be 
prevented from exerciſing g, in conformity to the law, 
the worſhip which be bas. choſen :—And thoſe 
unfortunate Prieſts, thoſe venerable remains 
which eſcaped. from the butchery at the Carmes, 
at the Abbey, at St. Firmin, at the Tower of 
Caen, from, the drownings i in the Rhone, thoſe reli- 
. gious paſtors who had done much more than 
conform, who had ſacrificed themſelves to the 
Laws; who had renounced their temporal for- 
tune, who were deprived of their public offices, 
who had preferved nothing but. their faith and 
their worſhip; and who, tracked like wild beaſts, 

EB4 ſeem 
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1 ſeem to have been reſcued from the maſſacre ol 
their brethren more by the ſecret deſigns of 
Providence than. by the care which they took to 
fave their own lives :—ſhall thoſe paſtors be put 
to death, if they come to aſk you to reſtore at 


leaſt their patrimonial inheritance, at leaſt their 
native ſoil, and the liberty zo exerciſe the worſhip 
of their choice, in places where ſo many martyrs 
haye ſealed 1 it with their blood! ? 


| Their equals have been tranſported, you will. 
ſay. But it is my intention to plead for theſe 
as well as for the others. They have been tran- 
ported] then they are not guilty of having 
abandoned their country. They have been tran- 
Ported. But when? by whom? how? by what 
right? by what Legiſlators ? by what Judges? 
under what tyrant In our days a monarch has 
been ſeen to èxpel in one night four thouſand 
monks, who were his ſubjects, from their houſes, 
from their families, from their country, ſaying, 
that he kept in bis reyal heart the motives of 
| ſuch a proſcription; and you did not fail to lay 
this crime to the charge of the deſpotiſm of 
kings. - But the Spaniſh monarch, at leaft, when 
he condemned this troop of victims to wander on 
the globe, by deſpoiling them alike of their pro- 


periy and their n, had aſſigned to each 
ö | individual 


— 
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individual a penſion for his ſubſiſtence, . payable. 


in any place where he might chooſe to ſettle, and 


deſtined to increaſe with his age and infirmities. 


But you, falſe Rep ublicans, who. forget Lg ; 


virtue is the ſoul of Republics ®, baniſh your 


victims, ſtrip them, perſecute them in their 


exile and in their miſery; and if they come to 
aſk the family that gave them birth, the country 


which ſaw them born, the community of which 


they were ſo often the conſolers and the nurſes, 


to conſole and to nurſe” them in their turns, 


them death! And it is ſolely for having exerciſed 
their worſhip in conformity to the laws, that they 
are thus treated by your Conſtitutionl and yet 


your Conſtitution decrees, that no man can be 


prevented from exerciſing, in 42-022 to = 
laws, the Tg 1 be re 

0 ig οανα⁹r DO 7 | 
15 us not flog in this torrent of your contra- 


dictions; others yet remain for conſideration. 


That horrid week of the ſecond of September, 
whence we date that deluge of crimes and that 
ſyſtem of laws, which have united to cover 
France with deſolation and diſgrace, you have 
ſolemnly marked with the ſeal of reprobation. 
You have declared, like the Romans, that thoſe 


* Monteſquieu.- 


days 


of the. maſſacres of the ad of September; when 
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days ſhall ever be called deadly days—pres > Ne 


FasTI. You have inſtituted proceedings againſt 
the authors and inftruttients of one of the moſt 


execrable conſpiracies which ever r diſhonoured the 


human . * 

1 is ot leude — to me, 229 you have 
fared great criminals; if they repent, I ſhall 
forget them;—that you have ſacrificed none but 
obſcure criminals; — their ſentence is executed, 


and I am content. When you ſpared the firſt, 


you took care to proclaim that they were innocent 


you puniſhed the laſt, you declared them guilty 
of the maffacres of the ad of September; that 


perpetuate it! you put the thief to death, and 
yet appropriate to your own uſe the fruits of his 
theft! you exterminate the aſſaſſin, and yet com- 
plete the aſſaſſination ! you devote to the ſame - 
puniſſiment the mun who has committed the 


Pillage, and he who demands reſtitution 1' you 
drag to the ſame ſcaffold the man who perpe- 
trated the maſſacres of the ud of September, and 


5. 


* Decree of Pa 22d j 1 in Ae articles 5: ; Or- 


dering all the Criminal Tribunals of the Departments to 


take immediate cognizance of the murders committed 


throaghout the whole extent Y the Republic fince the I Septem- 
ber 1792. 


he 
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he who eſcaped from thoſe maſſacres! What a 


delirium is this! by what unkeard-of prodigy, 


by what monſtrous aſſemblage does it happen, 
chat at the ſame inſtant, in the fame act, in re- 
ſpe& of the fame individuals, the ſame man 


ſhould at once be legiſlator and bandirti; judge 


and accomplice; liberator and tyrant; avenger 
and executioner? What have you to reply? 
Have I uttered a word which you can poſſibly 
deny? Have I drawn a conſequence that you 


are not forced to acknowledge? And yet you 


call theſe | aws ſalutary laus l a. remedy. for 

anarchy and public - misfortune ! | Fes, anſwers 
the ſaviour of Rome and the conqutror of Ca- 
tiline, ſuch laws as are made by bighwaymen 

among themſelves; ſuch e as Ag or 
dt tills with *, 


8 then is one os * hs,” 
Among the defenders of the murderous clauſe of 
your conſtitution, I am very ſure that I have 


* Quid quod multa pernicioſe, multa peſtiferè ſciſcuntur 
in populis, qua non magis legis nomen attingunt, quam fi 
latrones aliqua conſenſu ſuo ſanxerint. Nam neque medico- 
rum prærcepta dici vere poſſent, fi quz inſcii imperitique pro 
ſalutaribus mortifera conſcripſerint;/ neque in populo lex 
cui - cuiĩ moti fuerit illa, etiam fi pernicioſum aliquid populus 
acceperit. —Oicero de Legibus. 
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led; as to the others, I cannot: expect to attract 


* 


already 3 all thoſe who were he miſ- 


their attention, until I come to treat of their in- 


tereſt, I am very ſure, I fay, that thoſe who 


were only miſled, have not a doubt remaining 
of this truth,—** that not only the women, not 


«© only the children, but that all the French wo 


et have been forced by violence to abandon their 
country, cannot remain on the liſt of proſcri- 
te bed perſons, and that every act which forbids 
go except them, whatever name may be aſſigned 
«to-it, whatever authority gave. it birth, were #4 
ic ever, to uſe an expreſſion of Cicero's, were it 


a even ſantioned by the whole people, is eſſentially 


ce mul} in the eyes of juſtice, » It may doubtleſs 
© produce a dreadful effect, it may be an inſtru- 
« ment of deſtruction, may become a public peſt, 
© pERNICIOSE—PESTIFERE . . . But there is 
cc neither-power, nor ſubmiſſion, nor tyranny, nor | 
te fervitude, nor any 1 in ſhort, which can 


c« Lex, ETIAM SI POPULUS ACCEPERIT,” 


I ONS to confider the caſe of hoſe l Emi- 
grants who may appear to have voluntarily aban- 
doned their country; that is to ſay, of thoſe who 
were not conſtrained to quit it by immediate 
violence: : becauſe a man does not vo/untarily 

forſake 
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forſake the ſun of his infancy, the cradle and the 
tomb of his fathers, the ſanctuary of his family 
and of his friends, the nouriſhment of his life, 
the pleaſures of his heart, every thing, in ſhort, 
which conſtitutes the pride or the charm of his 
exiſtence, to traverſe barbarous regions, and to 
ſeek, in a foreign ſoil, a ſpot of hoſpitable land, 
where he is haunted by the recolle&ion of the 
paſt, loſt. in ſolitude, threatened, - at leaſt, 
by indigence; and ſometimes relieved, but 
very rarely honoured, though the latter want is 
not leſs imperious than the former. And when 
the favour of Heaven has given him ſuch a 
country as France, when only the ſmall number 
of juſt and generous men know how to appre- 
ciate his ſorrows, and the ſentiments which theſe 
ſorrows are inſufficient to extinguiſh; when, in 
the gulph of misfortune, he meets the ſame enmity 
which he had excited in the midft of his proſpe- 
rity; when his inability to leave that country, all 
cruel as her conduct has been, his inability to 
deſire her deſtruction after ſhe has effected his 
own, is imputed to him as a crime, to ſuppoſe 
that he could voluntarily exchange a deſtiny ſo 
_ pleaſing and fo peaceful for an exile fo bitter, 
and for ſtruggles ſo agonizing, is to admit a 
ſuppoſition repugnant to every known principle 
of the human mind, 


"And 
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And let us admit that the man, who ſees his 

neighbour” $ houſe in flames, voluntarily abandons 
His own ;—ought he not to endeavour to eſcape 
from the fire, until it has conſumed his own 
roof and buried him in the ruins? Why ſhould 
1 ſpeak figuratively ? Did not the flames of the 
incendiary extend from one extremity of France 
to the other? Were not whole provinces re- 
peatedly covered with fire and ſmoke? Had not 
the man, whoſe houſe had been reduced to aſhes, 
a right to look for another, and was it not his 
duty to look for one in a country where his fa- 
mily would live in ſafety, and where incendiaries 
were not honoured ? Had not the man, who ſaw 
the flames at his own door, who had been appri- 
zed, who believed, or who even ſuſpected, that his 
turn would ſoon come, a right to preſerve his life, 
when unable to defend his home? The mere pu- 
niſhment of being a witneſs to the crime, without 
being the object of it, would ſuffice to make a 
man abandon the country in which it was com- 
mitted with impunity; how then can any legiſla- 
ture pretend to forbid that man to emigrate who 
is threatened by crimes of every denomination, 
who is protected by no law, who is-defended by 
no authority, and who has been deprived of the 
means of defending himſelf? A fingle murder 
- unpuniſhed, a ſingle aſſaſſin triumphant, ſuffices 

. 3 6 to 
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to alarm a whole city; what then muſt have been 
the ſenſation produced by heaps of murdered bo- 
dies lying unrevenged, and legions of murderers 
roaming unreſtrained? Ah! 'it was a man's duty 
to fly from Paris on the 3d, and from Verſailles on 
the 11th of September 1792; it was his duty to 
fly from both places on the 5th and 6th of Octo- 
ber 17893 it was his duty to fly from Avignon on 
the 17th October 1791; from Mines on the 
17th Jure 1790; from Toulon on the 7th of 
December 1789, &c. &c. & c. And in what 
part of France could he remain with fafety ? 
On what could he rely for protection? At what 
diſtance could he think himſelf ſecure ? Collot 
d'Herbois and Freron ſitting at Paris, were not 
ſo remote from Brgf and Dunkirk as from Lyons 
and Toulon, The moment they were ſeen to fly, 
with death in their hands, to one extremity, 
there was reaſon to tremble at the other. Yes it 
was a man's duty to fly from France itſelf when 
France was under the dominion of Rober/pierre ; 
now the reign of his name was eſtabliſhed on the 
2d of September 1792, but the reign of his 
crimes was much older. The day on which 
Miz azzav, when aſſaſſinations were denounced 
to the Conſtituent Aſſembly, called them trifling 
contrarieties unworthy the attention of the repre- 
ſentatives of France, and occaſioned a reſolution 


ro 


for diſcuſſion 3 the day On which that aſſembly, | 


| * 
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to be paſſed, declaring, that there was no ground 


thoſe legiſlators, thoſe repreſentatives of the 
country, thoſe omnipotent and ſole arbiters of 
our fate, inſpired by RopexseiERRe, MABEAu, 
PzTHION, and Buzow refuſed to the prefling | 
ſolicitations of their juſt and humane colleagues 


a decree for reſtoring vigour to the laws, and 
activity to the tribunals for the puniſhment of 


ſedition and rebellion, of murderers and incen- 


diaries * from that moment the ſocial com- 


pact was broken, the community was diſſolved, 
the country had diſappeared: all the ſentiments 


which its memory ſtill inſpired, all the ſacrifices 


ſtill made to its ſhade, were voluntary, were 
generous; the phantom which had been ſubſti- 


xuted in its place, had not a right to command any | 
one of them. 28 


2 Republicans ! do not deceive yourſelves; I d 


but repeat your own words. Among ſuch of 


| ® See a motion made on the 23d of July 1789, by M. de 


: Lally-Tolendal, and ſupported by Meſſieurs Du Pont de Ne- 


mours, Malouet, Mounier, de Clermont  Tonnere, de C rillen, 
des Mouniers, de Virieu, de Toulongeon, de Foucault, Mathieu 
de Montmorency, the Biſhops of Langres, Chartres, and Dijon; 
Meſſieurs le Grand, Emmeri, du Richier, ſeveral of the clergy, 
and other members whoſe names [ am ſorry I cannot now 


recolleQ. 


you 
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you as, WT more juſt in your hearts than you 
dare appear in your writings; among ſuch of 
you as, ceding one part to injuſtice to ſecure the 
other to equity, conſent to conſider as proſeribed 
Emigrants thoſe who left France before the ad 
of September 1792; but regard as fugitives 
merely, who ought to be recalled, all who left it 
after that epoch; there is one“ who has ſug- 
geſted a dilemma to which you have made no 
anſwer, and to which you never will anſwer. . 


This is the ſubſtance of the dilemma to which 

| allude = Either the Government could have 1 
r prevented theſe crimes, or it could not. In 
« the firſt caſe it was guilty of homicide; in the 
« ſecond, it was impotent: in either caſe, I have 
« a right either to defend myſelf againſt the Go- 
te vernment that aſſaſſinates me, or to withdraw 
tt myſelf from the Government which ſuffers me 
(© to be aſſaſſinated. I may kill whoever ſeeks 


* Gee pages 11 and 12 of © Refledions on the French Fugi- 
tives after the 2d September 1792, by T. Maxcnena,? with 
this motto, Mibi nec beneficio nec injuriâ cogniti; printed at 
Paris, by the widow Gorſas, in the 3d year of the Republic.— 
See allo a work publiſhed by M. Rotperer, on the 21ſt 
Auguſt 1795, intitled, “ On the Fugitives and the Emigrants;”” 
a work in which the author's logic is as victorious when- 
ever he undertakes to defend, as it is feeble whenever he 
thinks himſelf obliged to attack. 
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« to kill me, and abandon whoever abandons 


te me.” Republicans! endeavour to anſwer this 


dilemma, to which I ſhall again advert. En- 
deavour to prove, that it is not as applicable to 
the tranſactions which preceded the firſt of Sep- 
tember as to thoſe which followed it; to the maſ- 
ſacres at Avignon as to the butcheries at Paris; 
to the modes of deſtruction by muſquetry in 


Languedoc, as to the means of annihilation by 


grape-ſhot in the Lyonnats. 


But what! Has the country then no right, 


the citizen no duty? Cannot the common mo- 


ther, when preſſed by danger, call all her children 


to her aſſiſtance, retain within her boſom thoſe 
who wiſh to forſake her, make thoſe return who 


have already abandoned her, and reject, after the 


victory, thoſe who deſerted her in the field of 
battle? Was that law a crime, then, by which 


Solon devoted to infamy and baniſhment the citi- 
zen who ſhould be guilty only of preferring his 


own repoſe to the ſafety of his country; who, 
ſeeing the ſtate divided between contending fac- 
tions, ſhould take no part in the conteſt? 


Certainly I, who till feel as a citizen for thoſe 
by whom I am conſidered in no other light than 
as an object of proſcription, and who till attach 

I | ideas 
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ideas of country to the ſoil, the air, the names, 
the faces, to the aggregate body of men diſtin- 
guiſhed by the appellation of Frenchmen, living, 
however; as far as regards myſelf, in a total anni- 
hilation and a complete abſence of all right, of 
all law, of all good faith, of all charity, of every 
thing, in ſhort, that conſtitutes a ſocial and civil 
ſtate, - am far from denying the rights of the 
country and the duties of the citizen. 


But the wants and the illuſions of the heart can 
be of no avail againſt the decrees of juſtice and 
the axioms of truth, I muſt repeat, that the 
right to command ,in the name of the country 
muſt depend on the exiſtence of a country; and 
I have proved to you that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the 
country had ceaſed to be any thing more than a 

vain name; that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there no longer 
exiſted either a body politic, or a ſociety in France, 
at the time when ſo many families were conſtrain- 
ed to abandon it, and to abandon it ſolely becauſe 
they were conſtrained to do ſo. Interrogate one 


of your apoſtles, or, rather, one of your gods, 
that Jean-Jacques, to whom you have decreed 
an apotheoſis, and you will find him more ſevere 
than me. Much leſs than I require for the 


purpoſe would have influenced him to decide that 
F 2 the 
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the countly- was not only 4 vain name, but a 
ridiculous and odious word . 9 * 
| . ſhall 


® See his Diſuurk on Political 3 After baving 
eſtabliſhed as a fundamental principle, that between a country 
and its citizens the firſt duty is impoſed on the country, and 
that, being unable to command love, it ought to inſpire it; 
after having ſaid, that it would not be even worthy to be 
loved where it did not grant to its citizens what it could not 
refuſe to a ſtranger; Rouss za u adds, It wonld be much 
* worſe if they did not even enjoy civil /afety; and if their pro- 
«« $exty, their lives, or their liberty were left at the diſcretion of 


* powerful męn, and themſelves deprived of the privilege of 


« appealing to the laws for protection. Then, ſubjected to 
ee the duties of a civil ſtate, without even enjoying the rights 


attached to a ſtate of nature, and without being able to 


*« exert their ſtrength for the purpoſe of ſelf-defence, they 
ec would, of courſe, be in the worſt poſſible condition to which 
«« freemen could be reduced; and the word country would ceaſe 
« to have with reſpect to them any thing more than a r7dvculm 
« Or ogious ſenſe. . . . Perſonal ſafety is ſo far connected with 
ce the public confederation, that, but for the attention which is 
due to human weakneſs, that convention would be lawfully 
ce diſſolved, if a /ingle citizen were ſuffered to periſh in the 
«« ſtate who might have been relieved; if a fngle individud 
* were to be wrongfully impriſoned ; and if a fingle cauſe 

* were loſt through manifeſt injuſtice; for the fundamental 
*t conventions being infringed, it is not poſſible to ſee whit 
« Jaw or what intereſt could maintain the people in the ſocii 
*« union, unleſs they were retained by force, which conflitutts 
« the difoletive of the civil flate,” & o. 


Inſtead of a fongle murder having been tolerated, the maſ- 
ſacres of Avignon were repeated in twenty different parts of 


France; 


— 
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-I ſhall now -carry this principle to a much 


greater extent, and I earneſtly ſolicit your utmoſt 
attention. If France had not been the ſcene of 


thoſe diſorders, and the theatre of thoſe crimes 


which have ſupplied me with ſuch forrowful, 
though ſuch powerful arguments; had it been 
poſſible to recognize the regular organization 


of a political body in the confuſed and jarring 


elements, in the deſtructive or inert maſſes pro- 


miſcuouſly heaped together by the conſticuents- 


of 1791; at leaſt a revolution had taken place; 
at leaſt, the old ſocial compact had been changed 
for a new one. The abolition, then, of the one, 
and the eſtabliſhment of the other, by changing 
all the conditions of ſociety, had ſet all its mem- 


bers at liberty. All and every individual were 
at liberty either to remain or to withdraw them- 


ſelves; at liberty, whatever part they might 
take in the ſecond aſſociation, to diſpoſe of the 
property which belonged to them at the termina- 
tion of the firſt. It had been reſolved, at all 
events, to hring us back to that xnilked epoch 


France u of a Angle unjuſt ſentence, the revolu - 
tionary tribunals pillaged, maſſacred, or threatened, all the 
inhabitants of France:. And were not then the fundamental 
conventions infringed? Was not the civil fate, the ſocial 
union diſſol ved in France? 
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of the foctsl compaB? of that ſame Jean-Jkcayrs, 
to the primitive 2 by which a people become a 
people, to the choice which ſuch a people make of 

A government. Well! this ſame JzaN- Jacaves, | 
from whom, however, we muſt not extract all the 
poiſon, and reject all his antidotes, this ſame 
Jrax-JAcauzs declares, that if the people be not 
unanimous in their choice M a government, the 
minority cannot be obliged to ſubmit to the choice 
of the majority. He declares that, à hundred 
who prefer it have not a right to vote for ten who 
rejeZ it. He declares that the law of plu- 
rality of ſuſtrages is itſelf a conventional eftabliſh- 
ment, which implies an original unanimity of opi- 
nion . Whence it reſults, that every Frenchman 
who rejected the conſtitution- of- 1791, had in- 
conteſtibly a right not to declare war againſt the 
new body politic, for then he would have rendered 
himſelf an enemy, and have ſubjected himſelf to 
the laws of conqueſt in caſe he had been van- 
quiſhed, but had a right not to enter into the aſſo- 
ciation, and then he rendered himſelf a foreigner, 
might remain neutral in all the wars in which 
France might be engaged, might fix his reſi- 
dence wherever he choſe, and nevertheleſs pee 


6 Chapter 5 of © The Social Compete * 


ſerve 


/ 
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* over all his poſſeſſions. in France that 


iaviolable right of property, which juſtice ſecured 


to him, and to which the new conſtitution itſelf | 


 expreſly admitted foreigners of all countries -. 


Moſt certainly, Prop or France ! it is of 
very little conſequence to the truth of this prin- 


ciple, whether it has been denied or avowed by 


our enemies. It derives its whole force from 
itfelf, and it is placed by itſelf out of the reach 
of attack. It may be violated, but not combated; 
rendered uſeleſs, but not doubtful. Still it is a 
great point gained for us to exhibit our perſecu- 
tors in a ſtate of conſtant contradiction, not only 
with juſtice, but with themſelves. —Well! do 
you recollect 'by whom this principle was una+ 
nimouſly recognized? By the ſecond National 
Aſſembly, called Legiſlative. Do you recollect 
by what organ it was ſolemnly proclaimed in that 
HEY po By the organ of Vraoniub. Do 


Foreigners, eſtabliſhed or not eſtabliſhed in France, 
* ſucceed their relations whether foreigners or Frenchmen. 

© — They may contract, acquire, and receive property ſitu- 
e ated in France, and dif poſe of it, the ſame as every French 
« citizen, by all the means authorized by law. Their per- 
* ſon, their property, their induftry, their worſhip, are 
** equally protected by the law.” French Conftitution of 
1791, Title 6, | 
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 ' you recolle&after what events it was proclaimed? 
Alter that Aſſembly had paſſed, and VzRowniaup 
had dictated, the firſt decree of praſcription 


againſt the Emigrants, that decree of general 
Jequeſtration of which I ſhall ſoon have occaſion 
to ſpeak more at large. Laſtly, do you recollect 
at what epoch it was proclaimed? Eight days 
after the oth of Auguſt 1792, when all reſtraints 
vere removed; when both the ſentiments and 
the affectation of moderation had ceaſed to exiſt 
when neither power nor force. acknowledged | 
any. other rule or limit than inclination or ca- 
price. It was in that ſea of licentiouſneſs, in that 
ioundation of power, in that firſt exaltation of the 
moſt immenſe triumph perhaps which the paſ- 
fians ever obtained upon earth; it was then that 
[ the liberty of emigration, then that the right of 
| |; . adopting a new country and retaining one's pro- 
| perty in the old one, appeared to be principles 
' ſo ſelf. evident, that it was deemed impoſſible to 
conteſt them; that it was deemed impoſſible to 
| maintain that the mere act of emigration was pu- 
m niſhable; that it was deemed geceſſary to ac- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| knowledge that it was not ſo. It was then, that 
| in the boſom of the legiſlative, victorious, ſo- 
1 vereign, omnipotent aſſembly, purged of mode- 
 retiſm, intoxicated with, and ſtill thirſting after, 
| 
| 
| 


exceſs, its right was en proclaimed to 
ſequeſtrate 
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| ſequeſtrate che property of Emigrants armed. | 
againſt their country, but not that of thoſe Emi- 
grants who had merely abandened their country. 


Do not take this upon my word, but attend to 
VERGNIAUD: | 


« If you ſequeſtrated the property of the 
_ * Emigrants, it was not becauſe they had aban- 
te doned their country. If they had had no other 
* intention than #0 adopt s new country, you 
6 would have allowed them to enjoy, like other 
te foreigners who: have eftates in France, the pro- 
te tection of your laws. But they emigrated i in 
* order to form plots, to raiſe up enemies to the 
« country which they deſerted when ſhe was in 
te danger. They took up arms to attack ber. 
« From that moment the Jaws could only be in- 
te voked in reſpect of them, for the purpoſe of 
ie puniſhment.” —( Speech of VERCNIAUD in the 
Legiſlative Aſſembly, Evening Sitting, Thurſday, 
18th Auguſt - 1792. Moniteur of Saturday 
85th.) | 


Did I ſay too much? Whether it was miſtake or 
malice on the part of VEROVIAup, in admitting, 
even at the epoch at which he ſpoke, only one 
claſs of Emigrants; in having repreſented them 
all as forming piots againſt their country, and 


armed 
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* . 


armed to attack ber, is of little conſequente'; 


for VzRoN1aup was ſtill leſs at liberty to change 
the fa# than to conteſt the right. Bur what 
is of conſequence, is VERGNIAuD proclaiming 


the ſentiments of the Legiſlative Aſſembly un- 
contradicted by a ſingle voice; is VERGNIAUD 
explaining the law of ſequeſtration, of which he 
was the author; and laying it down as a principle, 


that this ſequeſtration | could only affect Emi- 


grants. who were armed againſt their country, 


while thoſe who had only abandoned their country, 
even with the intention of adopting another country, 


The right is acknowledged, and the Emigrants 


muſt be conſidered as foreigners having eftates in 
France, and muſt enjoy the protection of the laws. 


of this laſt claſs have nothing more to do than 
- to eſtabliſh the fa# that they belong to it; Now 


this proof may eaſily be obtained by many of 
thoſe who had left France at the time when 
VERGNIAUD ſpoke, and is already obtained by 
the whole body of Emigrants wha were forced, by 
the crimes of the Septembrizers, to leave it 


fifteen days after VERGNLAuD's declaration. 


| REPvBLICANS! you find all theſe arguments; 


J believe, ſufficiently concluſive: - Well! do 


you wiſh me to give them up? Do you wiſh 
me to proceed from hypotheſis to hypotheſis, 
until 
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not one act of injuſtice had been committed in 
France after the 4th of May 1789 — that not one 
act of violence had been exerciſed, not one 


and gratuitopſly ;—that the country was not de- 
ſtroyed, and preſerved all her rights over 
them ;—that, with regard to the primitive act 
which gave exiſtence to the new people, with 
regard to the elefion of the new government, 
it Was the duty of the minority to ſubmit t the 


ferred had a right to vote for ten who rejected; 
and that the plurality of ſuffrages was equivalent 
to unanimity ; —that by this means the new 
aſſociation might regard as its ſubjects all the 
ſubjects of the old one, might order them to re- 


on ſuch as diſobeyed, on ſuch as had merely 
abandoned their territory, the puniſhment of con- 
fiſcation, exile, proſcription, and death Win 
this admiſſion content you? 


Well! now anſwer the article of your new 
conſtitution, which I am avout to quote. 


Ne 


until I admit, with you, the ſuppoſition,— that 


threat uttered; that all the French who aban- 
doned their territory, abandoned it voluntarily 


choice of the majority; that a hundred who pre- 


turn to their country, and might even inflict; | 
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.* No law, either criminal or cjvil, can havg 
; retroaftive efe#,—(Conſtitution of the French 
| Republic, Article 14, of the Derbe 4 

Rights.) 4 if 


The Conſtitution! of 1791 had ſaid the ſame 
| things in more words: — No one can be puniſhed 
1555 ercept in virtue of a law eſtabliſhed and promul- 

rated aniecedently to the crime, and legally ap- 
plied French Conſtitution, Ai 5 of the 
. Declaration of Rights) 


It is needleſs foe me to obſerve to you, tha 
_ theſe two proviſions which expreſs identically the 


Tame thing, though in different terms, are allo to 
be claſſed among thoſe which were not created 
by a new law, but which did homage to a pre- 
exiſting and indeſtructible law, emanated from 
nature and eternal reaſon. It is but even juſtice 
to the perſons who reduced them both into form, 
to acknowledge that they wiſhed clearly to ma- 
nifeſt, by the expreſſions they ſelected, that they 
recognized the law and did not make-it.—T hey 
did not fay,—No law SHALL HAVE à retroattiv 
effe7 » . . No one SHALL BE, except in virtue 
an anteced:nt law. But they ſaid,—No lau 
- CAN HAVE à reireadlive effef? . . . No one cu 

BY, 


— ——— — 272 — 2 „ 4 — 


Br, except in virtue of a law eftabliſped and . 
mulgated antecedentiy. They apptized all legiſ⸗ 
lators, preſent and to come, that it was ms 
POSSIBLE for them to pretend to erect one of their 
tranſient and moveable laws 1n oppoſition to an 
eternal- and immoveable law; that no mo 

| power. can violate it; and that if a any phyſical 
power ſhould infringe it, the perſons who exer- 105 
ciſed ſuch power would be nothing more chan 
the banditti mentioned by Rousskau, who de- 
mands a purſe at the corner of a wood, and whoſe 


* 
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piſtol is a * a power *. 

[ | 

e Now tell me if it was any thing elſe than tbe 
0 power of the piſtoi which ordained and which 
d perpetuated the proſeription of the French Fugi- 
3 tives, Tell me if it was not by retroactive laws, 
m that they found themſelves, in a moment, baniſhed, 
ce their property ſequeſtrated, themſelves, their 
m, wives, their children, and the children of their 
u- nephews, deſpoiled of their eſtates for ever, and 
e doomed to die if ever they ſet foot on their 


he] native ſoil ? Shew me à lau eftabliſbed and pro- 
ve mulgated antecedently, which announced to. the a 
French Fog that ſuch was the horrid come 


* « The Social Compact,“ Book i. co 3. cc * the 
* right of the frrongeſt. 
3 
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plication of puniſhments that could be inflicted 
on them, if they an. in not returning to 
their country. 


| "Yvichaik plunging into the gulph in which fo 
many victims, and ſo much property have been 
ſwallowed up, and without attempting to draw 
from thence, one by one, the bloody decrees 
which you have, diſtinguiſhed by the appellation 
of Laws relative to Emigration, I ſhall content 
myſelf with marking the three principal epochs 
at which the different legiſlatures pretended to 
fix the fate of thoſe whom they called the French 
Emigrants. 


For the firſt, we-muſt go 6 far back as the 


laſt days of the Aſſembly called Conſtituent. 
It had reached the end of its labours. The firſt 
title of the Conſtitution guaranteed to every man 
the liberty of going, of remaining, of departing. 
This liberty was ranged under the Claſs of natural 
and civil rights; and after the enumeration of 
thoſe rights, it was declared by an expreſs article, 
that he legiſlative power CANNOT make any 
laws which attack or interpoſe an obſtacle to the 
exerciſe of the natural and civil rights included 
under the preſent title, and guaranteed by the con- 
fitution, When the text was thus poſitive, it 
was 


rr 


Af] 
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was not poſlible that any reſtrictions; antecedently 
decreed with regard to the Emigrants, ſhould 
remain any longer in force. The Aſſembly, pre- 
vious to its ſeparation, paſſed, on the 14th of Sep- 
tember 1791, a decree conceived in theſe terms; 
The National Aſſembly decrees, thatno permiſſion nor 
paſſport, the uſe of which had been eftabliſhed for 

a momentary purpoſe, ſhall in future be required. 
The decreerelativeto the Emigrants is revoked; and, 
in conformity to the Conſtitution, no obſtacle ſhall 
in future be interpoſed to the right, which every 
French citizen enjoys of travelling, without in- 
terruption, in the kingdom, and of LEAVIxO 1T Ar 
HIS PLEASURE, Lou muſt acknowledge, that who- 
ever left France after reading this /aw, and the 
ConSTITUTION which it quotes, was authorized to 
believe that he might ſafely go to the end of the 
world, and had certainly no right to expect that 
he would, one morning, find his property con- 
fiſcated, his perſon proſcribed, and himſelf after- 
terwards condemned to die, for having exerciſed 

a natural and civil right, left to his di iſcretion, 
guaranteed by the Conſtitution, and the exerciſe of 
which the legiſlative power COULD vor BY ANY 
LAWS prevent nor interpoſe an obſtacle to. 


The ſecond epoch was the fifth month of the 
Aſſembly called * not that it waited ſo 
long 


_ prerogative, a degree of energy ſtill preſervet 


| leaders openly boaſted of having had perjury i 
their hearts, at the very moment when the oath 


tempt the overthrow of that conſtitution whid 


they could not make, and to annihilate othen 
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long before it opened-its career of proferiſtion 
but a degree of freedom ſtill left to the roi 


by the public opinion, had broken, in the Hand, 
of the new legiſlators, the murderous ori, 
Which, to uſe their own expreſſion ®, they had 
drawn out of the ſeabbard ſo early as the eighth 
day of their exiſtence f. This aſſembly, whok 


was on their lips , made the utmoſt haſte to 2 
they had worn to maintain, to make laws which 


which hey could not alter. The Conſtituent Af: 
ſembly had confirmed, by a ſolemn decree, . 
freedom of religious worſhip | ; it had deelarel 
that the penſions of the depoſed prieſts, formel 
part of the national debt, the funds of which cuil 
never, under any pretext, be either refuſed 
fuſpended 9; It had ordained that the admits 


An expreſſion of Inard's. 

+ Decree paſſed againſt the Emigrants on the 90 Nom 
ber 1791, rejected by the King on the 1th, and the d 
cuſſion of Which had been begun on the 14th of October. 

t The declarations of Chabot and Cambon, on the 9 
September and 1oth November 1792s will be ſeen in 
ſequel. 

[| Conſtitution of 1791, Tit. I, 

$ Ibid. Tit, V. Art. 2. : | 

rt | firatit 
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6 * could not... interfere. with. the Judicial 
rder * ; and that the citizens could not be taten 
ut of the juriſdiction of thoſe judges which the : 
a bad affigned ta them, &c.; yet the Legiſla- I 
ve Aſſembly violated and deſtroyed the freedom 
f religious worſhip ;- outraged and wounded the 
onſciences of individuals; ſuppreſſed the ſalaries 
the prieſts ; placed them between the horrors 
famine and the remorſe of apoſtacy created 
r them impious oaths, unknown offences,” ſpecial 
rſecutions, marks of | infamy, impriſonment, 
d baniſhment,, to be inflicted by the arbitrary 
tence of the directors . —The Conſtituent 
embly had faid, no paſſport ſhall i in future De 
ed; yet the Legiſlative Aſſembly exatts 
ports from both ſexes, from all ages, and for 
diſtances; it exas a kind of deſcription. of 
perſon, a ſtamp of ſavery and degradation, 
ich ſeems to mark the human being as a vile 
ad of cattle ). The Conſtituent Aſſembly had 
d, no obſtacle ſhall in future be interpoſed to 
right which every French citizen enjoys of 
Conſtitution of 1791, Tit. 3. Chap. iv. Sed. 3 An. 3. 
Idid. Chap. v. Art. 4. 
Decree againſt the Catholic prieſts, terminated on the 


h November 1791. 
Decree of the 14th September 1791. 


Decree on the ſubject of paſſports, 1K February 1792. 
G travelling 
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travelling without interruption in the kingdom, 
and yet the Legiſlative Atſembly eftabliſhed, j 
every traveller in ibe kingdom as many priſons a 
there were municipalities + ; and, on the road 
a2 many inquiſitors and Sbirri, as there wn 
national gens d'armes, national guards, and tray 
ol the line f. —L:aftly, che Conſtituent A fen 
had annexed t to the right of travelling in the tin 
dom, the right of leaving it at pleafure ; and 
had, on another occafion, declared all petitions 
de unlawful, except the petitions of individual 
yer the Legiſlacive Aﬀetnbly' received at its by 
and admitted to its fittings, deputies who cam 
in the name of Jacobin clubs, to demand a 
lectively) that the exerciſe of a natural right, gut 
ranteed by the Conflitution, ſhould be puniſh 
with death and confiſcation $ And it paſſe 
decree conformable to the petition of the Jad 


en corps 1 And when they law their volle 0 


d e ere of the n 0 

＋ Article 10, of the Decree on oy paliperts. . 

vE Article + WV 

ll. Conſtitution of 1790» Tit. 1. : 

CF The country is in danger; we muſt declare i it, 
« demn the deſerters to die, and confiſcate their proper 
Extras from the petition preſented to the Legiflative Ai 
on the 224 October 1791, by a deputation from the fratt 
Society of Friends to the Conflitution, to aubun the bonour 1 


1 anted, ' 
9 4 ſtropt 
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ſtroyed by the interpoſition of the royal were, 
they watched for a moment to create a new law, 
which, though Jefs cruel in appearance than the 
firſt, becauſe the word death was not literally ex- 
prefite in it, is perhaps ſtill more unjuſt and not 
leſs horrid, ſince it impoſes a general ſequeſtration 
wins of every Frenchmen who bad left the 
kingdom, under the double ſafeguard: of the 
general wr rwe See * 


With a ſmall portion of that conſcience remain- 
ing which teaches men to reſpe& juſtice, or of 
that decency which prevents them from trampling 
it under foot in the face of Heaven and Earth, 
they would have made, or appeared to make, a law 
for the future; they would at leaſt have created 
the crime before they provided a puniſhment; 
they would have ſignified an injunction, by an- 
nouncing in what manner a perſon would be 
puniſhed who ſhould be guilty of diſobedience ; 
and, in fact, in the diſpoſition of the public 
mind, at that time, thoſe men who were ſo eager 
after criminals to deſtroy, and fortunes to ſeize, 
might ſtill have expected to find a tolerable 
number of them. But they were reſolved not to 
ſuffer a ſingle opportunity for rapine to eſcape. 
They would have been ſorry to appear to pre- 
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ſerve a ſingle ſentiment of morality, or to con: 


| deſcend to ſubje@ themſelves to a ſingle form of 


law. In one fitting *, they propoſed, diſcuſled, 
and paſſed a decree, that is always called 8 lau, 


a retroatłive law, which changed the paſt ; tranſ- 


formed'the moſt legitimate aCt into a crime; in- 
vaded all the property of abſentees ; eſtabliſhed 
at one time, in their houſes, at another, in the 
midſt of their families, ſtrangers, enemies, deſpoil. 
ers, under the name of guardians; broke their 


ſeals ; betrayed their ſecrets; ſtole their title. 


deeds; and, in ſhert, violated even the laſt ſanc- 


tuary of their rights, their thoughts. and thei 


affections. 


And in order that no charaQteriftic mark of 
depravity or delirium ſhould be wanting to thi 


total ſubverſion of all morality and of all reaſon; 
the Committee of Legiſlation, which was entruſted 
with the execution of it, not only neglected to 
| demand the ſuſpenſion of the guarantee, provided 
. by the Conſtitution for every natural and civil 
right ; not only neglected to repreſent that deere 


and that guarantee as being null and of no effect; 
but, on the contrary, recognized, - ſolemnly and 
indefinitely, the principle on which theſe two ac 


gh of February 1792. 
were 
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were founded. The Committee declared, by the 
mouth of its Reporter, that man is free, —that he 
is 4 citizen of the world, that he may chooſe bis 
own country,that if his choice prove bad, he may 
change,—that as his country may rejef? him, be may, 


reject ber. Laſtly, the Committee declared, 


that © EMIGRATION, PROPERLY SO CALLED, 
© DID NOT\EXIST WITH REGARD'TO FRANCE “.“ 


" Butif Emigration does not exiſt, how can Emi- . 


grants exiſt? If Emigration does not exiſt, how 
can a crime exiſt in what bas no exiſtence ? How 
is that which is not, ſomething, and, ſomething 
which deſerves death, even without any: previous 
law to inflict it? pe pep 


There is no Emigration, —purſued the Reporter 
of the Committee, — ut there are Retels who 
are abſent F. 


Rebels to whom? To the law, which permitted 
them to leave the country at their pleaſure? To 
the conſtitution, which declared that the legiſlative 
power itſelf courp noT invade that natural and 
civil right which every Fronchman enjoyed ” To 


* See the ſpeech of the Reporter to the Committee, 
February 9, 1792;=— Jownal of the Debate, Ne. 133, page 116, 
+ Speech of the Reporter, 1bid. 


93. 8 
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you, who now ſpeak to theſe 43/enttts, for the 
firſt time, 'who have never yet iffued 'any'in- 
junction in the name of the law, nor promiſed 
them any fafety if they obey, nor any puniſh- 
ment if they are refractory? To you, who, 6 
the” gib of February, imputed their abſence 0 
them as a crime, when on the 11 of Pebruary 
you told them all that they had a right to leave 
the kingdom; and enjoined all your magiſtrates to 
ſuffer vs to'depart, and all your officers 70 gin 
| 10 ad and a at 6 ot 


Bur the 455 is in Wei ! —Well, this 
apprize all the citizens of this circumſtance, Ii. 
form them, that, in the courſe of eight days, th 
ſtate of France has become fo much worſe, that 
in order to ſave it, it is neceſſary to ſuſpend, even 
the empire of the laws, and the exerciſe of natural 
rights, 7 


See the fifth Article of the law on the paſſports, Fe. 
bruary 1, 1792. Apparently treachery had reſerved for herſel 
the privilege of inſerting an article among thoſe which 
violence had introduced. Apparently they had, even then, 
combined to render a reſidence in France -odious, by ther 
verations, to facilitate Emigration by their paſſports, and tbes 
to convert that flight into a crime which they had renderel 
neceſſary by the one, and authorized by the other.. 

+ Speech of the Reporter to the Committee, on the gil 

February 1792 3— Journal of ihe Debaves 4% ecru, * 


133, Page 116. 
But 
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But property requires arms to maintain it un 
touched. Well, then, recall the abſentarms, and | 
above all, leave property antouched; for if you 
violate it, if you uſurp it, it is no longer with 
you, but. againſt you, that it will be neceſſary 
to defend it. . n 


But the 4 abſent themſelves for the purpoſe 
of returning to their country, to fight againſt Ft * 
inhabitants, to moiſten its ſoil with the blood of 
their fellow-citizens f. Well, then, if a crime 
be preparing, prepare the puniſhment. But you 
cannot puniſh even ſuch a crime as that before it 
is committed. So long as it remains unper- 
petrated, you ought. to employ all the means in 
your power to prevent it. You ought to inform 
thoſe who have it in contemplation what its con- 
ſequences will be. You ought, above all, not 
to impute it to thoſe who never harboured a 
thought of it. The more enormous ſuch a crime 
appears to you, the more dangerous you deem it, 
the more haſte you ought to make to appeal to 
all the French who are abſent, the more deſirous 
you ought to be of rallying defenders around you, 
the more fearful of caluminating innocent men. 


* Reporter's ſpeech,— Journal of the Debates, 
+ Ibid, 
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m0 Citizens,” you ought to ſay,; „Citizens of 
00 France, who are now abſent from your coun- 
ry; you have exerciſed a liberty given by 
e nature, and guaranteed by our laws. But your 
ce country has juſt declared that this liberty ought 
te to be ſuſpended for ſome time. Your coun- 
try is threatened ; your property is threatened; 
te we wiſh to preſerve the one independent, and 
te the other untouched; for that purpoſe we have 
e occaſion for your affiſtance. Return to us. 
- « Be ready to take your ſtation in our ranks, 
CE The You are 6rdered to do this by a new law z— 
cc a Jaw which is to laft as long as the danger; a 
«Jaw which will reward. your zeal by enſuring 
< the preſervation of all your rights, or puniſh 
te your diſobedience by declaring them to be for- 
cc feited, This law has fixed a time for your re- 
turn; and has varied that time according to 
« the different diſtances at which you may be at 
< the period of its promulgation ; it has given 
« you- the means of proving from what place 
< you ſet out to return to us. Every thing has 
« been foreſeen; every thing is juſt; you ate 
« apprized of every thing; it will henceforth, re- 
* main with you to fix your own fate. Oh! 
If ſuch a proclamation had been publiſhed, the 
queſtion would have borne a very different com- 
plexion, and perhaps you would have averted 
| . | il 
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| ſtill more public diſaſters, than a wier. f 


tunes. . | Ai. 


| Bur this was not their object. They ſecretly 
enjoyed that Emigration againſt which they pub- 
licly declaimed with ſo much vehemence, Ir 
ſupplied them at once with-a pretext for the de- 
claration of a foreign war on which they had re- 
ſolved, and a plea for the ſeizure of private for- 


tunes which they coveted. They wanted victims 


and not defenders; they dreaded the preſence 
and not the abſence of the proprietors ; they ob- 
jected to the return of thoſe whoſe Emigration 
they puniſhed. Leſs than a ſingle morning ſuf- 
ficed to paſs the decree for the general ſequeſtra- 
tion ; yet the means of enforcing its execution, 


\ that is to ſay, of rendering it more vexatious, 
\ were diſcuſſed during two months. In vain did 
Mc veral members of the aſſembly demand a di/- 


Woerion between thoſe abſentees ibo were open to 

arBy/ation, and thoſe who were not * ; the Com- 
Wy. by the mouth of its pore had laid it 
down as a principle, that it was not neceſſary to 
examine whether they were all guilty, but whether 
they were all abſent f. 125 vain did Basser, 


Sitting of February 9. ,— Meffieurs Blanchon ard. Goujon, 
+ Same ſiting, — Mercure Politique. 
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Bx15$oT himſelf, unwilling that ſo much odium 
ſhould attach to his favourite law, expatiare, 
even on the firſt day of the diſcuſſion, on the ne. 
ceſſty of exempting from the operation of the 

Decree all women and children d. Ia vain did 
M. pz VauBLanc, more accuſtomed to be juſt, 
attempt to obtain at leaſt a declaration that the 
crime of an individual ſhould not affect his whole 
family ; that fathers ſhould not be reſponſible for 
the Emigration of their children, nor children for 
chat of their fathers T. The galleries, filled with 
the populace and the Jacobins, ſwayed this dif- 
cuſſion as they did ſo many others. The repre- 
ſentatives of the French nation had become, lite 
flage- players, Jubjet to the hiſſes of the ſpeaators+; 

The voice of M. VausLanc was drowned in the 
murmurs of the mob. The galleries exclaimed, 
down with Briſſot || ; as ſoon as they ſaw Briſſot 
evince or feign a ſy mptom of humanity §. The 
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» Sitting of February gth. — Journal of the men = 
+ Same fitting, 
t Expreſſions of M. pz Vavsbene, in the Ft fitting 
Journal of the Debates, p. 119. 
See the Journal of the Debates, rem, 179%, p- 119, 
No. 133 
$ In the diſcuſſion on the paſſports 0 bad exclelmed to 
the Legiſlators, who propoſed ſome modifications of this un- 
Juſt decree—Down with the Dogs. See the Mercure Politique 


of February 11, 1792, Pp. 126, 
impulſe 
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impulſe once given daily acquired additional ra- 

pidity. The more the diſcuſſion was prolonged, * 
the more extenſive the /aw was made, and the 
more ſtrongly it partook of the genius which in 
ſpired the one, and the force which dictated the 
other. Some few conſcientious voices that were 
ſtill raiſed, ſome few patrons of juſtice and miſ- 
fortune ®, who had ſtill courage to ſhew them- 
ſelves, only ſerved to irritate the hatred without 
tempering the cupidity of the oppreſſors. The mo- 


ment arrived, at which even the cruel Committe: 


that prepared the law appeared too mild to the 
ferocious galleries that decreed it. It was then, 
that one of the moſt ſervile and moſt inflamma- 


tory demagogues that the revolution has engen- 
dered, that VERGNIAauD, whom ] juſt now quoted, 


produced ſome new articles, which were preferred: 
to thoſe of the Committee, becauſe they ſur- 
paſſed them in barbarity F. Finally, all the pro- 
perty was ſeized, and all the proprietors were 
confounded together. The citizen who had 
never left France was involved in the fame fate 
with the abſentees. Fathers were puniſhed for 
their children, and children for their fathers. A 


* Meſſieurs Goujon, Bigot, Gentil, Becquet, Broufſonnet, 
Rebecourt, and Gerardin,—Sittings of the 5th, 8th, and 21ſt 
of March, | 2 | 


t Yergniaud,=Sinting of the zd of March. | 
wile . 


25 += 
5 , 


wi was ſtimulated to become the accuſer of 
- her huſband ; and the means of ſubſiſtence. was 


father . To ſum up the whole in one word, 


ative Aſſembiy has enacted; it is a battery 'of 
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only allowed for . herſelf and her children, on 
the expreſs condition that they ſhould diſcover 
and give up all the property of their exiled 


which eſcaped at the time from the energetic 
pen of one of your hiſtorians —T; be new coup-de- 


main is completed, It is not a lam that the Legiſ- 


cannon e it vs diſcharged at its enemies 7. 


"Ti I repeat it ic ronthat law of the ond of 
March 3792 is more unjuſt; yes, it is more 
cruel ; yes, while it talks only of ſequeſtration, 
it bears in its intention and in its conſequences a 
confiſcation and a death more certain and more 
univerſal than thoſe which were proclaimed in 
the unſanctioned decree of the month of Novems 


** penn, 


At leaſt, by the text of that firſt decree, 
every abſent Frenchman, who. had neither held 
any public place at the time of his departure, 


» 13th-Article of the Decree. (3 be 
+ This is an expreſſion of M. Mallet- du- Pan. It is one 


of thoſe traits worthy of Tacitus, which we ſo frequently 


meet with in all his works on the French Revolution. 
Been Mo "TI 


5 
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2 inſeribed on the liſt. of any Emigrant 
corps in a foreign country, was ſpared, and left 
at liberty to chooſe the place of his reſidence. 
At leaſt, women and children could not then in- 
cur the puniſhment nor commit the crime. At 
leaſt, the parties accuſed could only be. tried by 
a High National Court; the Legiſlative Body 
could only act as accuſers ; the accuſations could 
only be preferred againſt individuals. At leaſt, 
_ confiſcation was only incurred by perſons con- 
demned in their abſence, was only exerciſed. on 
their revenues, during their lives, and without 
prejudice to the rights of their wives and chil- 
dr enn 


But here every thing is involved in the pro- 
ſcription, without diſtinction of age, ſex, or 
quality ; of motives, reſidence, or conduct. 
Here the ſame men, erecting themſelves at 
once into legiſlators, judges, witneſſes, and exe- 
- cutioners, preſume, in the ſame minute, to 
make the law, to create the offence, to pro- 
nounce judgment, to execute the puniſhment on 
innocent perſons, on abſentees, on thouſands of 
men individually unknown, but collectively con- 
demned. Here ſuch a rapid advance in the 
* See the Decree of the gth of November 1791, in 
which all theſe proviſions are to be found, | 
career 


* 
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career of crime, in the ſpace of three mokd, 
fo much audacity in the violation of thoſe very 
principles, to which every member of the legiſ- 
ature had recently deemed himſelf obliged to do 
homage *, left no man the certainty of remaining 
ſafe for a ſingle day. Here the law is atrocious 
in its threats, and inſulting in its promiſes; re- 
troactive in its application, 1 eternal in itz 
puniſhments. | 


| Certainly, end I have no inclination to con- 
ceal the fact. by a deluſive condeſcenſion, a di- 
minution of puniſhment was promiſed to ſuch of 
the Emigrants as ſhould return in the ſpace of « 
month, But without noticing the inſufficiency 
of ſuch a term for men who, on the faith of laws, 
and of the moſt ſolemn oaths, had repaired to the 
very confines of Europe, and many of them to 
the centre of the American continent; without 
obſerving that whoever fled from conſiderations 
of perſonal danger, and was thus reduced to 
chooſe between his property and his life, would 


'not fail to obey the firſt impulſe of nature; let 
me aſk what was the only favour accorded to 


. e e who ſhould return within the 


ko . 


See the whole debate upon the decree of the « gb! No- 
vember 1791. 5 


term 


| FRENCH EMIGRANTS. —_— 


term preſcribed?— This mighty favour conſiſted 
in their admiſſion to be the guardians. of their 
own eſtates on the account of others, to remain 
conſervators of the national mortgage to which 
their property was ſubjected for an indefinite 
term; conſtrained to pay from that moment the 
expences of management; ſuch as the provincial 
direors ſhould pleaſe to fix; immediately 
charged with a double tax on land and moveables; 
afterwards obliged to furniſh ſuch an indemnity. 
as the legiſlative body ſhould chooſe to regulate, 
and with which all their property, of every de- 
nomination, was to remain charged, not only 
ſtom the day on which the law was paſſed, but 


from the firſt of February; and theſe “ articles 
were decreed on the twenty-third of March; 
and all the regulations which might have been 
made during that interval, in virtue of exiſting 
laws, were ſuddenly annulled, in virtue of a law 
which did not exiſt !—and ſuch was the enjoyment 
promiſed to fuch of the abſentees as ſhould re- 
turn before the expiration of the months in which 
the decree was paſſed ! This is what was called 
a preſervative law, and property untouched; 
this was the temptation held out to abſent pro- 
prietors and citizens, to come and lend the aſſiſt- 


„ 19th, 2oth, and 21ſt articles. Sitting of Friday, 23d 
March 2 of the Debates, No. 178. 
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ance of their artis, to' defend- their poſleMonsj 


which were giver up to pillage, and their country, 


in whole name they were plundered! 


Nor was this all that grateful country, that 


beneficent Law, announced to ſuch as would 
promiſe them ſubmiſſion and afford them aſliſt- 


ance, the reward or the favour of being deprived 
for two years of the rights of a citizen, and ren- 
dered incapable of holding 5 public office. _ 


Nor is this all yet to render this invitation 
more tempting, freſh troops of banditti and aſ- 
ſaſſins were let looſe upon that ſeil which they 
were called upon to defend. The red cap was 
hoiſted. Pikemen went to procure the'conſecra- 
tion of theſe wretches by the Legiſlative Aſſem- 


bly, where they teak the oath (which was re- 
gccived with tranſport!) 70 purge the earth of all 


the friends of the king*. They' pillaged and 
aſſaſſinated at Montlery; they pillaged and 
aſſaſſinated at Erampes ; they pillaged and maſ- 
ſacred at Dunkirk; they pillaged, maſſacred, and 


laid waſte the country, by fire and ſword, in 
Poitou, Provence, Dauphin, and Languedoc. 


They perſuaded the legiſlative body to honour 
at leaſt, if not to revenge, one victim out of a 


af Sirting of the 11th of Phony 1792. 
thouſand, 
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thouſand, becauſe. he happened to be a mayor. 
But, in the face of the deputies from Avignon, 
who came in tears to demand juſtice and ſecurity, 
the LEOISLATIVR Bopy ſolemnly acquitted JouR- 
van and his accomplices —=) OURDAN, THE 
CUT-THROAT H; JovzDan, THE MINISTER OF 
THE Ice-novss III.. Legiſlators ]. exclaimed 
the deputies: from- that devoted city, wwe throw 
ourſelves at your feet . . . Liſten to JourDan, 
who ſends forth his threats from bis priſon, and who 
never yet threatened in vain . . . Do you imagine 
that the inhabitants of Avignon can enjoy any 
ſecurity, when they behold in the midſt of them, 
the aſſaſſins of their fathers, their brothers, and 
their children“? .. . The Legiſlators replied to 
this appeal, by reſcoring JourRDan and his ſa- 
tellites, whom they called THEIR FRIENDS, to 
n by n all an proceedings begun 
. | againſt * 


o Sitting of the 19th of March 1792 ; Fournal of the De- 
bates and Detrees, No. 173, p. 250. It will be obſerved, 
that I quote this Journal, which was ſucceſſively compoſed by 
Biauxat, Lon vet, and Huguet, in preference to any other.— 
At leaſt I ſhall not be accuſed of drawing my facts from what 
are called ſources infected with ariſtocracy. 

In the fitting of the 26th of October 1791, ten days after 
Jourdan, Tournal, Mainwvielle, &c. had cut in pieces and 
crouded together in that Ice-houſe, men, women, -and chil. 
dren; then throwing quicklime on this heap of victims, 
ſome of whom: ſtill breathed, cloſed up the mouth of the in- 

H ſernal 
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againſt them! by applying to the erimes of the 


Te- bonſe, committed on the 16th and 17th of 
October, the amneſty· pronounced on the 14th 
of September preceding, by the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly “. Thus, on the one hand, a penal 
law received a retroaive eſſeli againſt innocent 


perſons; and on the other, an amneſty was eſta. 


bliſhed beforehand for all future criminals, 


Thus, a law of the 19th of March offered 
encouragement to maſſacre all the citizens of 
Avignon who remained in the city, and a /aw of 
the 23d ſubjected to a ſequeſtration, that is to 


ſay, to an univerſal confiſcation, all the citizens 


of Avignon who had quitted the city. Oh! 
criminal indeed muſt a man be, to fly from a 
country ſo wiſely governed, to withhold his con- 
* fidence from adminiſtrators ſo pure, his ſubmiſ- 
ſion from legiſlators ſo equitable, his allegiance 
from maſters ſo humane! Oh! how juſt it is to 


fernal cavern; an ambaſſador from theſe monſters, calling 
himſelf a d-puty from Awignon and the Comtat Venaiſiin, ſaid, at 
the bar of the Legiſlative Aſſembly, They have fought for li- 
berty, they have 1MITATED THE FRENCH; and their reward 
| is calumny. The preſident replied, © Your consTiru= 
«© ENTS ARE OUR FRIENDS,” and then offered them the 
henours of the fitting. 

», Teurnal of the Debates, p. 251-255. 


* 
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their puſillanimous fears, an authority ſo tute- 
lary; who rather choſe to abandon their country, 
than to leave their fate and that of their children 
to the protectors, JouRDbAN and Tournar, 
fo the liberators of the eight-and-twenty cut- 


throats of Avignon, and the forty galley-faves of 


Chateauvieux ! 


Well, even with this horrid proſpect before 
their eyes, with this one miſerable reſtriction to 


the monſtrous lat of ſequeſtration, a great num- . 
ber of Emigrants returned to France within the 


term preſcribed; ſo natural is it for man to try 
every thing, to brave every thing, before he 
ſubmits.to the dreadful necefſity of renouncing 


his country! So true is it, that, if equity, good 


faith, and humanity had been diſplayed, even at 
this epoch, late as it would have been, France 
might ſtill, by the union of all Frenchmen, have 
been preſerved from the calamities which #ow 
devour it! 


We ſhall ſoon ſee what treatment thoſe Emi- 
grants received who returned at that time. I 


have ſaid enough on the ſecond epoch, which 
forms a prominent point in the fate of the Emi- 


H 2 grants; 


puniſh even women, who have calumniated, by 
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grants; and on the ſecond _—_ 
ow err W e W rt 


| * was how al * the third. epoch ſhould 
belong to the third aſſembly, which, under the 
name of Naticnal Convention, has acquired ſo 
dreadful a celebrity. The 10th of Avgult 
had been followed by the 2d of September, 
Crime had broken down all the feeble dyke 
ſtill oppoſed to it by the law, and had inundated 
France. A ſingle ſitting of the new Convention, | 
or rather a few minutes of that fitting, had fuf- 
ficed to make the name of monarchy diſappear, 
and to proclaim that of republic: but in fad, 
there was neither monarchy nor republic ; there 
was a country without laws, a population with- 
out ſociety, an aſſemblage of victims, ſlaves, 
and aſſaſſins, whom three tyrants, among 1 
thouſand others, were diſputing the honour of 
enſlaving, corrupting, and tormenting. It was in 
the midſt of ſuch a triumvirate, it was after the 
maſſacres of Paris, Verſailles, Rheims, Lyons, 
Cambray, Angers, &c. &c.;—it was at the time 
| when thoſe ſcenes of carnage which, in ever) 
part of France, induced all men to fly who could 
eſcape from the numerous ſwords that were ful- 
pended over their heads; it was at that time, 

that, 
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that, on the goth of September, was prepared, and, 
on the 23d of October, was decreed, a ſecond 
retroactive law, which, in the career of plunder 
and ferocity, left far behind it the decree -of 


the 23d of March, although, in fact, it only. 


completed the work which that had begun. All 
French abſentees, at whatever time they had left 
the country, thoſe who eſcaped on the ad of Sep- 
tember 1792, as thoſe who fled on the 14th of 
July 1789; thoſe who were- martyrs to liberty, 
as thoſe who were called its enemies; the man 
who planned the war, and he who. invited it; 
all of them. ſuddenly learned that a collective 
decree had juſt proſcribed them in à maſs; that, 
thenceforth, they would neither have property, 
family, nor country; that their eſtates were irre- 
vocably confiſcated; that by writing to their 
friends or relations, they would ſend them to the 
ſcaffold; and that they themſelves would be pu- 
niſhed with death, if they ſet foot on the ſoil 
which gave them birth, on that which afforded _ 
them the means of ſubſiſtence, on Fung which 
belonged to them. | 


Republicans! Jet me again aſk you, what law 
antecedently eftabliſhed and promulgated had ac- 
cumulated ſo many puniſhments on the heads of 

SHY H 3 | thoſe 


thoſe who ſhould not return within the month, that their pro, 
_ perty. ſhould remain in a ſtate of /que/razion, which in fad, 
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chaſe who ſhould be guiley of the mere v 0 
GST: | | 


; Another ilegality.. The puniſheqont, of con- 
Aſcation had been aboliſhed by the Conſtituegt 
Aſſembly f. Thus the erime which the Con- 


= Eyen the acres. of * 23d of March had not 
interdicted emigration in future; it had only announced to 


legally ſpeaking, is not conf/cation ; and that, during ten years, | 
they ſhould be deprived of the rights of ative citizens, which is 
very different from perpetual baniſhment. But they were de. 
termined to have none but retroaRive laws; to warn would 


have been to defeat their purpoſe; their object was to ſur: | 


prize and to puniſh. 

+ I have not ſaid, that the Conſtituent Aſſembly did no 
good; 1 only ſaid, that they had done no good which they 
had not, by their own meaſures, rendered impratlicable. | 


was doubtleſs a great good, among many others, to have abo- 
Hhed that abſurd pupiſhment, which was e on the 


inheritance of a man after his death; that iniquitous and bar- 
barous puriſhment, which chaſtiſed an innocent ſon for the 
act of a guilty father; that immora]l and perniciops pyruſh- 
ment, which makes more criminals than it pucjſhes; which, Jn 
monarchies, pollutes and corrupts authority; and, in republics, 


_ enſanguines and exterminates liberty: My beautiful country 


houſe at Alba conſtitutes my crime, ſaid a Roman, aſtoniſhed at 
ſeeing his name on the tables of proſcription, He <yould 
make a very amiable traitor, faid an En gliſh monarch, who, 


in going to take poſſeſſion of his crown, rode over the vaſt 


domains of one of his firſt ſubjects, who received him with the 
moſt magnificent hoſpitality * is Confiſcation / 


vention 
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vention puniſhed was a lawful act, and the pu- 
#iſhment which they inflicted was an act of bar- 
barity rent even in the caſe of a real 
offence. 


I mis bene 3 a new queſtion, 
invoke another principle quite as ſacred as thoſe 
which I before ſuggeſted, and not leſs ſolemnly _ 
recognized: I might again quote the uniform 
text of the two Conſtitutions of 1791 and 1795 3 
— No man oa BE tried until be has been beard 
or legally ſummoned, - I might then aſk. you, 
which of the French fugitives has been heard, 
which of them has been /egally ſummoned, which 
of them has even been tried? and I might re- 
queſt you to tell me by what name that power 
ſhould be diſtinguiſhed which tries without bear- 
mg, or which puniſhes without deigning to try ? 
But the injuſtice, nay the impoſſibility of com- 
prehending, in the lift of proſcribed perſons, all 
the French Fugitives who have not borne arms, 
is ſo fully demonſtrared;—all acknowledged prin- 
ciples, laws, and virtues, combine ſo completely 
in ſupport of this cauſe, that an attempt to ſay 
all that might be ſaid on the ſubje& would rather 
injure than ſerve it. I ſhall only urge one more 
argument: and before I advance it, it will be 
neceſſary for me to complete my review of the 

H 4 fats 
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facts of this third epoch, the examination of 
which I have nd no means finiſhed. Nan 


1 
Y « le ll 


I have ſaid, chat, on the 2 __ of ORtober _ 
all the French who were abſent from their coun- 
try, were ſuddenly informed, that a ſentence of 
perpetual baniſhment had been paſſed upon them. 
But I was miſtaken, The fame rule was fol- 
lowed in completing our proſcription, as had 
been obſerved in beginning it. For the ſequeſtra- 
tion or invaſion of our property, we nave ſeen 
that, on the gth of February; a firſt law had,. 
to uſe the language of the day, — decreed the 
PRINCIPLE; and that, on the 23d of March, 


a more comprehenſive law: had regulated all: the 


particulars of its execution. For the /baniſh- 
ment and the aſſaſſination of our perſons, they 
began in the ſame way, by decreeing the PRIN: 
CIPLE on the 23d of October, and they deferred 
to a future day the diſcuſſion of the means of 
executing this prompt and laconic reſolution af 
a new and interminable Saint. Bartholomew. 22 


Yer he ien which conſecrated K bs 
niſhment and the aſſaſſination of the Emigrants, 
had. not even defined what an Emigrant. way. 
Hitherto the word Emigration had been only un- 


derſtood to ſigniſy the act of a man who re- 


nounced 
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nounced his own country, and went in ſearch of 
another; there to eſtabliſh. his reſidence, and to , 
carry with him his family, his induſtry, and his 
reſources. - But the Frenchman whoſe abſence 
from his country was only meant to be tempo- 
rary, who inceſſantly ſighed to return, who had 
left behind him all the objects of his affections, 
and all the means of ſubſiſtence; the French- 
man, whom habitual occupations, unforeſeen 
circumſtances, the lawful calls of intereſt, or juſt 
and ſacred apprehenſions, had induced to travel, 
or compelled to ſeek an aſylum; the French- 
man who had left France, not only under the 
ſanction of the law, but by the expreſs per- 


miſſion of the magiſtrates ;==no man of this de- 


ſcription could poſſibly ſuppoſe that the fatal 
qualification applied to him. Accordingly, all 
ſuch perſons haſtened back in crouds; they aſ- 
ſured the legiſlature, that they had never thought 
of emigrating; that they never had wiſhed for, 
and never would acknowledge, any other coun- 
try than France; that they only demanded a 
regular government and protecting laws, and 
they were ready to ſwear allegiance to them be- 
forehand. Even, among the multitude of fugi- 
tives, who, under the inviſible ſhield of Provi- 
dence, had eſcaped the maſſacres of the 2d 
of September, there were ſome, who, rather 

chooſing 
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tortures of deſpairing wretchedneſs in a foreign 
foil, had no ſooner left France, than they re 


turned thither; and, among the dangers which 


they had to encounter, never harboured the ima. 


gination that the word Emigration would be i 
es to a month's — 


But they found chemfe! ves miſtaken: the 
Facobins were on the frontiers waiting to receive 
them. Thoſe Jacobins, who, taken individualh, 
form the ſmalleſt of all minorities, when com. 


pared with the numerical population of France; 


but who, being the only organized federation 
from one end of the empire to the other, alway 
preſent, in a ſingle limb, the alarming idea of 
the whole maſs, and the threatening idea of the 
moveable maſs; thoſe Jacobins, who, by that 
very means, conſtitute the immenſe majority of 


the people, and force one half of their victims to 
'tarment the other half; thoſe Jacobins threw all 


the Non-emigrant French, who went to claim 


their families and their country, into dungeons; 


threw them into ſubterraneous caves, where, al- 


moſt without food, frozen, deprived of the uſe 


of their limbs, and inſulted, they languiſhed 
ſiye weeks, until it pleaſed RoperseigRRE to 
3 diſpoſe 


ea themſelves a death 
in their own country, than to ſubmit to the floy 


” hen 1 _— * * 1 


4 
diſpoſe of them. Abd how did Roberſpierre, 
and thoſe whom he deigned to aſſociate with him 
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in the Empire, diſpoſe of them? 


They had alepady. asien to the gpl 
(on the 16th October 1792) that one half of the 
perſons who had returned to France, had come 
from the diſbanded army of the Princes, which 
had been waging war againſt the Republic. Bur 
the women and the children had not waged war; 
and, as to the men, there was a ſure means of 
diſtinguiſhing the traveller from the warrior, the 
victim from the enemy, for the Convention were 
in poſſeſſion of the orderly book of the Emigrant 
army, and had juſt cauſed it to be printed *. Be- 
ſides, what was more eaſy than to aſcertain the 


truth of the account which each individual 1 
livered of himſelf ? 


But they took ect care not to diſtinguiſh 
from the croud thoſe perſons whom they accuſed. 
of having borne arms! In ſpite of all their hy- 
pocritical declamations, in ſpite of all their fears, 
and all their affected rage, thoſe were not the 
men whom they were moſt eager to attack. Of 
what conſequence to RontrseierRE and his 


* Decree of 4th October 1792. 
clubs, 
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clubs, were a few gardes- du corps, gendarmes, 
lieutenants of infantry, and piquets of Iriſbmen o- 
Germans? It was not five thouſand ſoldiers, bit 
A HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN OF © PROPERTY, 
whom they wiſhed to deſtroy; and in order to do 
that, it became neceſſary to confound both ſer 
and age. RoBErsPIERRE had not yet formed al 
his revolutionary tribunals; he had juſt been 
charged anew with the carnage of the 2d of 
September; and he did not yet think himſel 
powerful enough to command another maſſacre, 
which muſt have been more general; he there: 
fore impoſed ſome ſacrifices on himſelf, and ſub- 
mitted to ſome delay, though it was not very 
long, A decree was paſſed, (on the 26th No. 
vember 1792), which, without diſtinction of 
epochs, places, or perſons, declared all the 
French who had returned to be Emigrants, or- 
dered ſome of them to quit the Republic, the 
others to be conducted to the frontiers between two 
rows of fuſileers, and announced to them al, 
that in caſe they were found upon the French 
territory after the expiration of a fortnight, 
they would be put to death. The Jacobins 

cauſed the decree which they had dictated, to be 
executed with rigour in every place, A fey 
unhappy beings had the misfortune to eſcape the 
reſearches of the moment. Several towns exhibited 


the 
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the extraordinary ſpectacle of a troop of proſcrib- | 
ed perſons, led to the frontiers between a double 
row of bayonets, and followed by a croud of 
people, who deplored their fate with tears, wiſhed 
them all comfort, and afforded them aſſiſtance“, 
while RokzRSPIERRE exclaimed, *I is tbe ſo- 
« vereign people that demand this proſcription.” 


It was clear, that the appellation of Zmigrants 
would in future apply to every Frenchman, who 
had quitted, or had even been dragged out of 
his country; but no law yet explained how the 
words emigrant and criminal had become 
ſynonimous. At length, after five months had 
been paſſed in forming combinations of every 
kind, after a ſeries of decrees, amounting to 
twenty-nine in number, which it is impoſſible to 
read without bluſhing at every line, at the idea 

of bearing the name of man in common with 
| beings capable of ſuch ſtupid crimes, of ſuch 
ferocious imbecility, appeared (on the 28th 
March 1792) the General and Complementary 
Law, which regulated and defined every thing, 
that is to ſay, —which, by one article, organizes 
murder, by a ſecond theft, and by a third the 
arm to be employed and the diviſion to be 


particularly at Calais and Boulogne ſar-Mer. 
made; 
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made; which makes us dead during our lives, 
in order to deprive us of our property f. and 
makes us live after our death, in order to take 
the property of our relations ; which prepares 
a new harvelt of proſcription, by. inventing a new | 
ſpecies of retroactive emigration ; which ſtig- 
matizes as Emigrants, not only all the French 
who are abſent, not only all the French who 
have returned, but all thoſe who are aZually pre. 
ſent, and who had left France for a ſingle day 
within the nine months preceding the day on 
which the decree was paſſed ;—which, laftly, 
deſignates aſſaſſination as an act of juſtice, pil- 
lage as a right, and emigration as a crime; 
and, eſtabliſhing the diſtinction which I have 
noticed between the criminals, conſigns to the 


'#* See the tenor of the whole law. 

+ Article 1. The Emigrants are DEAD IX Law; theit 
« groperty is confiſcated to the Republic.” 

t Article 3. With regard to fate, which have fallen by 
« facceſſron to Emigrants in a direct or collateral line fence their 
« emigration, as well as to thoſe which may hereafter fall tt 
* them; they ſhall be enjoyed by the Republic for fifty years, and 
& during that term, the co-heirs cannot avail themſelves of the 
* WATURAL DEATH of ſuch Emigrants.”” | 

Article 65. Every native of France, of either fex,, who, 
&© ALTHOUGH ACTUALLY PRESENT, Cannot prove that 
« he has reſided in France, wiTHOUT INTERRUPTION, 


cc Lana THE gTH oF Mar 1792, all be deemed an Eni. 
66 grant. 


ſame 


FRENCH EMIGRANTS. 111 


ſame puniſhment thoſe who have aBanDoxne 
their country, and thoſe who have BzTRAYED it 
in the bour of * | 


Bs thus fairly ſtated the facts, I now 
come to the new argument which I announced, 
and which is the laft I have to advance. PzoeLE 
or France ! arm yourſelves with courage to 


hear it; I myſelf have occaſion for courage to 


prefer it. 1 ſhudder at my own juſtification, - 
and at the objects on which I muſt fix your at- 
tention and my own. We ſhall ſee what anſwer 
our common tyrants will be able to make. 


Thus, then, the crime of us, inoffenſive fugi- 
tives, in our neceſſary and melancholy retreat, 
according to the text of the law and the expla- 
nation of che legiſlators, conſiſts in having baſely 
abandoned the defence of a country, a great part f 
which belonged to ourſelves, in the hour of danger, 
when it was our duty to take up arms in its 
defence; J omit no part of the accuſation, 


* Preamble of the law. 

+ See, beſides the text of the law, the ſpeeches of Baxire, 
Sidillis, La Croix, and others, whom I ſhall hereafter have 
occaſion to name, in the Journal of the Debates, The Moniteur, 
and other papers of the time. 


Let 
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Let the original authors and actual defendery 
of this definition, anſwer the following queſtions: 
Is it true, that our enemies, had taken poſſeſſion 
of all the public repoſitories for arms? Is it 
true, that they would never ſuffer us to approach 
them? Is it true, that they carefully excluded 
us from all the new corps which they pretended 
to levy for the defence of the country? Is it 
true, that ſeditious tumults were excited, and 
every act of violence and outrage employed to 
compel us to quit the ancient corps? s it true, 
that, in thoſe domiciliary viſits, in thoſe noFur- 
nal invaſions, of which the capital ſet the firſt 
example, we were attacked, one by one, in our 
ſleep ? Is it true, that the men employed in thi 
ſervice, rifled our houſes from top to bottom, 
in order to take from us every kind of arms, 
fuſees, piſtols, ſwords, couteaux de chaſſe, and 
even ſticks, which had either lead or iron about 
them? Is all this true?—I defy any one of 
them to anſwer, No. But to proceed. —Afer 
we had been thus diſarmed, what did they do 
with us? What did they do either with thoſe 
perſons of property who had ' never abandoned 
France, or with thoſe who, having abandoned it, 
had returned, I do not ſay clandeſtinely, after the 
decree of the 23d of October, but legally after 


the decree of the 23d of March 1792? Let 
them 
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them anſwer me: ＋s it true; that men, women, 
and children were conveyed to priſon and led to 
the ſcaffold in crowds ; - that they were dragged 
along the high roads, and their bodies mangled; 
— that they were drowned, deſtroyed by grape- 
ſhor, and cut in NG all this true? | 


Som how PAY of chis proſcribed clas von d 
peared deſtined for a happier fate. More re- 
mote from the centre of tyranny, and warned by 
recent events, the brave inhabitants of Lyon had 
contrived to keep their arms. All. Europe ſaw 
Wich admiration the noble uſe they made of 
them, in defending their country, and their ma- 
nuſactures; in defending the property and the 
lives of their fellow citizens; in defending even 
the Republic itſelf, ſor they made no oppoſition 
to the new political ſyſtem, they only aſſerted 
the rights of nature and ſociety, and they only 
fought againſt the Jacobins, who diſgraced the 
one and deſtroyed the other. Three times they had 
been victorious, and had proved themſelvesas ge - 
nerous. in victory as brave in battle. Is it true, 
that the whole force of France was immediately di- 
rected againſt the city of Ion, under the orders of 
the Jacobins? + Is it true, that CoLLoT p'Hzr- 

Bols was choſen by RoserxsPIERRE, and ſent by 
the Committee of Safety, to make the walls, the 

I inha- 


= — — ow os 
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inhabitants, and even the name of that devoted 
city, diſappear? Is it true, that eight hundred 
workmen were employed to dig mines under 
the houfes; that a military commiſſion began, 
by conſigning to death twenty victims a- day; 
that RoßSRSBIERRE's lieutenant found the ope- 
ation of this mine and the action of this kind of 
juſtice too flow*, that after having uſed the can- 
non for the purpoſe of demolition, he employed 
it as the inſtrument of aſſaſſination; that aſter 
having ſent: thouſands. of citizens to the ſcaffold 
without any other form than that of ating their 
names, he finiſhed by collecting fathers of f- 
milies, by hundreds, in the ditches of the forti- 
flcations, among which number it frequently 
happeted that nos ten had -botme arms; that he 
there cauſed batteries of cannon, loaded with 
grape · ſnot, to be opened upon them; that, after 
a triple diſcharge, thoſe bo were only wounded, 
were diſpatched ' with pades and pictæaxesb 
That, doring this time, their wives, with 
diſhevelled hair, and diſtracted looks, made the 
air reſound with their cries; and, purſued by 


19916 


For theſe and the following details fee all the papers of 
the time; but particularly, the Report of the Commiſſion: of 
Twenty-one upon Billaud-Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, Bar- 
rere, and Vadier. | 


the 
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the aſſaſſins, or ſtimulated by deſparr, plunged 
into the Rhone, and there periſhed with, their 


infants in their arms Pls it true, that one of 
Collor's Jacobin adjutants ſaid, in a letter to 
one of his brethren *, dated the 13th Frimaire, 
in the ſecond year, . The guilletine and the fuſil- 
* Jade don't go on amiſs. Sixty, eighty, two hun- 
e dred,' are ſhot at 4 time, and every day care is 
« taken, by the means of new arreſts, to ſupply the 
te vacancies which are thus made in the priſons ? 
Is it true, that another adjutant wrote, on the 


17th of the ſame month, to this ſame Bro- 
ther Þ. in the following t terms.“ More beads, 
N and every day ſeme beads fall. What delight 
cc would you ha ve experienced, if you bad been 
0 prgſent the day before yeſterday, when Two 
10 HUNDRED AvD NINE were ſtricken off by an 
ce aff of national juſtice . . . What majeſty! What 
© an impoſing lone! The whole ſcene was edify- 
« ing. . . What à cement for the Republic!” 
—Is 5 true, that Col Lor p'HERBOIS went ſo 
far as to ſign inſtructions for the neighbouring 
departments, which expreſsly. preſcribed theft 
A and n he ſaid to his manda- 


* PiLoT. to Gaim. See OE. Dine of the Commiſſion 


of Twenty-one, Pieces Fuftificatives, No. 48. 
+Ricaard to GRAVIER. Ibid. No. 49. 


12 | <-> | tories, 
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torĩes. 4 Every thing is allowable in men whe 
te aft up to the Revolulion . . It often happens 
er phat theſe who think they have exceeded their 
cr obje? have not yet attained it . . . Every 'may 
« who does not feel bis blood boil at the very 
« name of opulence, gives the lie to nature 
& 47 on a grand ſcale, take from every citizen 
« whatever is uſeleſs to bim . . . Aſſiſt us in 
et griting a great Blow. . We ought to be re- 
te trained by no confideration of age, ſex, or rela- 
ec tionſhip, —let 1 none but the Sans-calottes be n. 
& ſpeed * | Is it true, that, to complete the 
meaſure « : "his crimes, Col Lor D'Hirpoirs at 
laſt propoſed to RoRRRSs PIERRE and to Coornon, 
to diſmiſs the population of Lyon, which til 
amounted to , thou/and men, that is to fay, 
to ſeattey them cautiouſly over the farfate of the 
Republic, td make them diſappear, and then 1. 
Jay with truth, Lron 1s wo hr nay "= 
this true! Io | 


Ts it true, that what Cottor p'Heazon 
was to Lyon, Carrier was to Nantes, Lzn0v 
to Arras, Fauvzrri to Orange, Vabmn t0 
Pamiers, FxERON to Toulon and Marſeille, 
Foveyren-TIvvILLE to Paris, and Ropik- 


» Report of the Commiſſion, p. 162, Kc. 
I Idid. p. 64. p. 27. 
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SPIERRE and his Committee to all France d Is 
it true, that the accuſer, the preſident, the 
judges, and the juries of the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal, eſtabliſhed at Paris, on the 1oth of March 
1793, were condemned and executed on the 7th 


of May 1794, for the following acts 


For baving put to death, under the diſeuiſed 
form of a trial, an innumerable crowd of French 
of all ages, and of both ſexes, by means of fabri- 
cated plans of conſpiracies . . . 


For having, in conjunction with certain members 
of the GOVERNMENT, drawn up plans. of re- 
ports on theſe pretended conſpiracies . , , 


For having extorted from the Committees and 


from the National Cc onvention, Jangui * reſo- 
lutions and decrees . , 


For having prepared liſts of proſcription . . , 


For having included in the ſame indiiment, 
and in the ſame ſentence, perſons of all ages, of 
both ſexes, of different countries, abſolutely unknown 
to each other , .. | 


For 
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For having tried, in two, three, or four hours 
at moſt, thirty, forty, A 5 and even fx indi- 
viduals at a time 8 


For having crammed into the carts that. wer- 
deſtined to carry ibe criminals to the place of 
execution, men, women, youths, old men, the deaf, 
the blind, the fick, and the infirm... , 


For ha ving ordered carts t be ready in the 
morning long before the perſons accuſed were 


brought to trial... 


Vw 


For having omitted to ſpecify in the indiftments, 
the age, profeſſions, and quality of the parties 
accuſed, ſo that the ſon was executed inſtead of the 
father, and the father inſtead of the ſon... 


For having delivered to the clerk blank ſentences, 
which were often filled up with the names of A»; 
ſons who had never been tried. 


For having refuſed to hear the priſoners in their 
own defence, either by themſelves br their counſel, 
and contenting themſelves with merely calling over 
their names, their age, and their quality. © 


For 
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For having cauſed perſons to be condemned and 
executed before the witneſſes could appear, or the) 
proofs that were abſolutely h on the . 
could be Py 6 {2469 1 2 cd 


F or a paſſed n on 5 3 
IN A Mass.. . For having propoſed to bleed 
thoſe who were condemned, in order to weaken, 
the courage which they di iſplayed. in their ih 
moments, Sc. Sc. 


Is it true, that the Decemviri, (ſince that is the 
number to which you have agreed to reduce the 
tyrants of whom RoBERSPIERRE was the chief,) 
finding, like CoLLoT D'HERBois, the action of 
this kind of juſtice too flow, were engaged, at the 
moment of their overthrow, in preparing a coup- 
de- main for the purpoſe of purifying the popula- 
tion of Paris, in the ſame manner as Colror 
wiſhed to di/mi/s that of Lyon; and” in deviſing 
the means of purging all the priſons at the ſame 
inſtant? Is it true, that theſe plans were found in 
memorials ſigned by HERMAN and Bazzerr, 
and approved by RoBERSPIERRE? Is all this 

true ? 


See the ſentence of death paſſed upon Fou QUIER= 
TiNy1LLE and bis afciates on the 7th of May 1794. 


I 4 I may 
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of theſe charges; for, without having occaſion to 
invoke the rivers which are ſtill ſtained with 
blood, the ruins which are till ſmoking, the 
mourning and the lamentations of all France, 
they are the petitions of your own Adminiſtrators, 
the harangues of your own Tribunes, the reports 
of your Committees, the decrees of your Legif- 
lators, the ſentences of your Judges in ſhort, 
it is what was ſaid and written by-thoſe monſters 
during their reign, what has been ſaid and written 
by all of you who dethroned and-puniſhed them, 
that I have literally tranſcribed. | 


Well, then, good Heavens! Will they il 
dare to declare us guilty for having abandontd 
the country in which ſuch a fate was reſerved for 
us? A country in which we were placed between 
Jupcts, who invented falſe conſpiracies to pro- 
mote our death; Me dñRS of THE Government, 
who, in concert with the Judges, drew up th 
reports of theſe falſe conſpiracies ; and a Con- 
VENTION which armed them both with ſanguinar) 
decrees ! A country in which all our brethren, 
who remained or returned, were thus reſigned, 
by the three powers, Legiſlative, Executive, 
and Judiciary, to the caprice of all the gaolers, 
3 
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and to the daggers of all the aſſaſſins! A country 
in which not one of our relations, not one ol 
our friends, not one perſon of property, not one 
yirtuous man, would have been ſpared, if the 
tyrants themſelves had not been ſtopped in the 
midſt of their bloody career! Will they ſtill dare, 

by adding deriſion to ferocity, by inſulting reaſon 
as well as human nature, to repeat that we ba/ely 
refuſed to take up arms in defence of our country, 
and our property expoſed to danger ; when, by the 
baſeſt of all perfidy, they came in the night, 
during our ſleep, to take from us all our arms, 
and that for the expreſs purpoſe of preventing 
us from defending not only our country, not only 
our property, but our lives, but the lives of our 
mothers, our wives, and our daughters! And 
yet, how many of us, even when thus diſarmed, 
raſhly braved the danger to the laſt ! How many 
eſcaped, by a miracle, from the gloom of the 
dungeon, and from the hands of the executioner ! 


Republicans, again anſwer me; for *tis in 
vain that I endeavour to ſtop. I feel, that in 
the diſcuſſion of ſuch queſtions as theſe, a man 
mult not expect to remain maſter of himſelf. I 
can ſcarcely breathe. My heart is not vaſt enough 
to contain all the ſentiments that preſs upon it; 
they muſt have yent. Woe unto me, if, amidſt 


the 


—U — — . — 
— 
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the burning agitation of my boſom, I ſhould 


| beſtow a ſingle thought upon myſelf! But I ſee, 


I follow that ſwarm of unhappy and innocent 


perſons, deſpoiled of all that nature and the 


laws had given them; torn alike from. the ob! 
jects of their affections and the poſſeſſion” of 
their property; baniſhed from a country which 


none of them had offended, and to the ſervice of 


which moſt of them had devoted their days; 


ſtill purſued from one aſylum to another; given 


up by perfidy ; abandoned by cowardice ; re- 
jected by baſeneſs ; loſing all hope of peace in 
proportion as that hope is ſtrengthened in the 


minds of the reſt of mankind, and deſtined ſoon 
to find no refuge, but at the extremity of the 
world. Then all their ſufferings,” all their an- 


guiſh, all the varied grief and indignation which 
they experience, crowd upon my mind, and l ſay 


to myſelf, that, if the gulph of deſpair is cloſe 


upon them for ever, if an eternal triumph is to 
be granted to this prodigy of iniquity, it mull 
be acknowledged that the world was made to 
become a prey to crime, and that the ſinall 


number of virtuous men, who are ſcattered over 
this ſea of enormities, have nothing left but to 
ſhut themſelves up like Timon in a ſolitary cave, 


to break off all commerge with the human race, 
and 
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and never to think of men but to load them with 
maledictions. 1 anſwer me ! 


What! that. pontiff whoſe knowledge was 
only exceeded by his virtues *; who, when the 
Carmes was entered by a band of ruffians, hearing 
nmſelf called by the aſſaſſins, hoped, by the 
ſacrifice of his own life, to ſpare the lives of his 
brethren 5, and calm. with his hands croſſed upon 
his boſom, advanced towards his executioners, 
who ſtood petrified for ſome minutes, and ſaid 
them, as his Maſter had ſaid before, I am hg 
dan ge eto „„ % 


„33 
What! "Rat "tide of "priefts who— 
ſome, bending beneath the weight of years, 
others in the bloom and vigour of life, —left the 
foot of the altar to follow the bloody footſteps 
of their firſt Paſtors , and to offer themſelves, 
two by two, to the uplifted ſwords which ſent 
them to rejoin thoſe numerous martyrs! .,. 


What! thoſe three generations of women, 


hom all Paris ſaw aſcend the ſcaffold at the 
ſame time,—the $5750 the mother, and 


The Archbiſhop of Ax LES. 

+ Not only the Archbiſhop of An TL es, but the Biſhop of 

rauUvais, the Biſhop. of Xainrzs, Kc. 2 
che 
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the daughter, —diſtinguiſhed, perhaps, from al 
the other victims by their total diſregard of il 
worldly affairs, their concentration in the exer. 
ciſe of internal virtues, and their perfect Tg 
nation to all the decrees of Providence“ 


What! that old man of eighty, equally de. 
vout, and equally reſigned, who, of all his loſſe, 
only regretted the means of affording relief u 

indigence and misfortune, who till ſhared wit 
them the little he had left, and who was ſent u. 
the ſame ſcaffold with the partner of his life ut 
of his virtues, without the imputation of ay 
other crime than that of their beneficence 1. 


What! that woman, the honour of her { 
who was not only innocent and pure, but wh 
was innocence and purity perſonified ; who w 
not only inacceſſible to errors, but whom tit 
paſſions of the human mind did not even ventut 
to approach ;—that woman, on whom no mit 
had dared to caſt a raſh look, even at a diſtancy 
and whom the arm of the aafſin yer dared u 
ſeize !. 


* The Lady of the Mareſchal pz NoarLLEs; 

Ducheſs of Av Ex, and the Viſcounteſs of Noa1LLEs 
+ The Mareſchal pz NoarLLEs-Mouchy and his Lad 
t The Ducheſs of BIxox. 


hat 
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What! thoſe two female friends, worthy of 
heroic times, in whoſe minds was concentered 
all that was noble and good in human nature, 
and who were ſentenced to die ſolely for "_ 
committed the crime of COT 540112 


What! that venerable, * tend father, ab 
was on the point of reſtoring to nature a liſe, 
full of merit, replete. with acts of public and 
private beneficence ; but who was, nevertheleſs, 
deprived of it ſome few days ſooner, becauſe he. 
had committed n crime N giving food to ho 
daughter Fl. ws | 


What! 5. er W be fo numerous, ſo . 
united, ho were not only pure, but who ſeem 
to have been holy, when we conſider who was 
their chief; when we think of that chief, who 
was ſacrificed with them, — of Monſieur or 
MALESHERBES, in ſhort; for how can the me- 
mory of ſuch a man be duly honoured but by 
the mention of his name! .. What! thoſe 
victims whom I have here e among ſo 
many thouſands, who have ſhared the ſame fate; 
» + « What! to repeat your own words, that 


* The Ducheſſes of GramonT and CHATELET, 
+ M. AnGRand D*'ALLERAY, Lieutenant-Civil- 


innu· 
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innumerable crowd of all ages, of both ſexes; of all 
countries, who have been put to death under the 
diſguiſed form of a trial for fabricated conſpiracies; 
what! thoſe nen; | thoſe women; thoſe youths; 
thoſe aged perſaus; thoſe deaf; thoſe Blind; 
thoſe ick; thoſe infirm; who were heaped 1. 
gether in carts prepared to convey them to the 
plate of execution even before their trials had te. 


Fam; thoſe parties actuſed, of whom the ſon wat 


executed inſtead of the father, and the father in. 
fad of the ſon; thoſe of whom the Judges on) 
aſked: their names, then refuſed them the privileg: 


of ſpeech ; and conſigned them to the ſcaffold ;= 


thoſe who were fried in a maſs, and dragged to 
execution in virtue uf a fignature: offixed before. 
hand on a ſheet of blant paper, or of à ſentence. 
in which they were not named: What! if all 
theſe unfortunate beings, had, like us, eſcaped 
the fate that threatened them, and were now with 
us; would you tell them, as you tell us, that 
they had bajely abandoned their country in the 
Hour of danger; that they had Ba/ely abandoned 
the defence of the ſoil of which'a confiderable part 
ibelonged*'to them; that they deſerved to be 
puniſhed for ſuch conduct by a general confiſca- 
tion, by perpetual baniſhment, by the loſs of 
life if they dared to return? You call the death 
| a 5 of 


1 
: 
. 
' 
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of theſe unfortunate perſons a crime; you have 
pretended to revenge it ; and to puniſh its authors 
and its inſtruments! ahd yer, if they had not ex- 
perienced that death, you would now inflict 
it yourſelves! if they had eſcaped the ſword 
of RoBERSPIERRE, they would be ſacrificed by 
your own! O my God! What head would not 
be diſtracted, what heart would not be torn, by 
the mere Nr of urging ſuch 9 As 
theſe'! pat ) 41 0168 ASS113-9N3 '1 995+ 40 


Puder or FRANCE |. chad will give me an 
nſwer. They will tell me that they have expiated 
the crimes of terroriſm as far as they could; 
that they have haſtened to relieve all ſuch of its 
vidims as have ſurvived its: rage; that they 
have themſelves: been careful to mark the epoch 
of the reign of terror; that they have fixed it at 
the ziſt of May 1793; that all thoſe perſons 
who had, ſubſequent to that day; abanaumed the 
enſlayed and deſolated territory of France, were 
tecalled immediately after the ꝗth of Thermidor, 
that day ſo famous for the fall r e eie, of ö 
Me A A his ung r 200 

£5 Bad Luthe S107 n 0 9 

Ye; doubtleſs ſince 0 gth of Tbenmldos 
there have been a8 many crimes expiated; as many 
misforrunes repaired as could be. I acknowledge 


. it; 
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Juſt, I ſhall be anxious to proclaim your Juſtice 
to the world. Jam pleaſed i find you, at length, 
admitting that the act of abandoning one's coun. 
try is not an abſolute crime; that the criminality 
of ſuch an act mult, in ſome degree, depend 
upon circumſtances; that where the empire of 
the law has diſappeared, where the empire of 

terror has been eſtabliſhed ; the citizen. who.is 
threatened; the citizen who is expoſed, i in a de- 
fencelefs ſtate, to all the exceſſes of tyranny ; the 
citizen who flies in deſpair from his blood. 
ſtained home, carries with him a right to pro- 
reftion, inſtead of committing an offence worthy 
of puniſhment.” - So far, then, we are of the 
ſame opinion, as to the effects which tbe reign of 
terror muſt have produced in France ſo long 
it continued. But tell me what means that date 
of the 3iſt of May 1793, at which you hay 
been pleaſed to fix its commeneement? ln 
that mad rage for paſſing retroactive las, did 
it ever enter your heads, that, hen the event 
were once accompliſned, you would haye i 
in your: power to change their order by a de- 
cree, to fix at one day what had happened on 
another, and to regulate epochs, CT to 
the dictates of caprice ot the ſuggeſtions of 
pains: 2 What, was it only on the 3uſt or 2 

7 
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that the influente of terror begun to be pereep - 
tible in Frandef Was every thing then quietz 
happy; and free, ti France, „on the gothit 
Had nobody trembitd in (France; even ſo fur 
bick an che hure Sehetmbet 85g. 1117 & len 


What, then, was that event, that tea 
convellion; which occurred on the 3iſt of May, 
fo unfortunately; fo ſuddenly, to interrupt the 
happineſs, the ſecurity, the ſweet tranquillity, 
in Which, according to your account, France 
was lulled? After the abolition of monarchy, 
two ſactions had vontended for the empire, 
thought with very unequal arms: On one fide 
wasetlie Commune off Paris, "which ſerved as an 
inſtrument to RokERS PIERRE, in the ſarrie 
manner as Danton,” Marat, Collot, Couthin, 
Le Bon, Carrier, Bartere, and all men of a fin- 
lar ſtamp; on the other, Was the' Fit of the 
Gixonvs,- led by Nrigot, Rolland. Vergniaud, 
Condorcet, and all their diſciples. On the ziſt 
of May the diſpute was decided. Rozrr- 
syixkxe, who had long Teigned without reſtraint, 
then began to reign without a rival. He ſur- 
rounded the Convention with his troops; he 
cauſed a decree to be paſſed againſt five-and- 
thirty of the members who wete chiefs of the 
n party, and againſt the miniſters who 

K were 


— — 
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theſe fled i moſt of them were arreſtod and thrgwn 
into priſon, heoce they were taken five months 
after toi he given up to ROBBRSTIERREꝰs tribu· 
nal, that is to ſay, to fall under the axe af the 


er 
15 2880 0 1 Fo PU 


Tou, pevhogis. cf imagine, PB els that | 
en with pleaſure to the fate of theſe partj- 
leaders? This is by no means the caſe. I wiſh 
to be juſt, even to Bx1ss0T, The conduct of 
the Girondins, during the laſt year of the mo- 
narchy, excited horror; but when the Republic 
was once, proclaimed, there were ' inſtants in 
which they. almoſt excited intereſt, One is 1 


together on the means of acquiring power, and 
on the uſe. they ſhould make of it, their leaders 
had repeated the favourite ſaying of C 

Nam ſi violandum eſt.j jus, violandum eft regnandi 
gratid; in ceteris virtutem. colas, But theſe 
men, in order. ro reign, had a republic ro found 
inſtead of one to deſtroy ; and as they knen 
that a republic could not be eſtabliſhed on im- 
morality, they laboured to caſt a veil over paſt 


crimes, and to put an end to preſent crimes, 
"They boaſted of the part they had taken in the 


buſineſs of the 10th of Auguſt, and denied with 
Horror 
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horror the charge of participating in a the maf . 
ſacres of the ad of September. They had. 
brought the Marſeillois bands to Paris, and they 
afterwards ſent them to the frontiers, that Du - 
ovRIER might convert their bodies into bridges 
for his armies. They were, above all, defirous 
that the riſing republic ſhould not be polluted by, 
thoſe horrid enormities, from which you muſt 
of neceſſity. ſeparate it if you wiſh it to laſt. 
They had ſubverted the throne of Lovis XVI. 
but they wiſhed to ſpare his perſon. | Even. when 
they declared him guiliy, they thought to ac+; 
ire a right to mitigate his puniſhment into 
% Even when they durſt not pronounce any 
ſentence ſhort of death, they ſtill flattered tbem- 
ſ:|ves that that ſentence would be annulled by an 
pal to the people. There were ſome of them, 
hoſe natural ſenſibility triumphed, at that 

ireadful moment, over all the crimes of policy; 
here were ſome who, having witneſſed the exe- 
ution of that ſentence which they had ſanctioned 
"ith their voices, paſſed whole nights in ſhedding 
orrents of tears, in the convulſions of deſmir. 
n a word, the exiſtence of the Girondin chiefs 
ras divided between acts of wickedneſs and 
projects of virtue, between emotions of rage and 
bullitions of ſenſibility. They remained unpu- 
iſhed while their conduct was criminal, and 
K 2 they 


73 brryek or run 
they were ſicrificed at à time when they Wſhed v 
return to che aths of reckitude. Their mi. 
ſortunes were erited, bot their 'conderiinitic' 
wis unfuſt. Their beginting was infartiow 
their end heroic, and their death * beean 
what. theit birch” bad \beet—a "PRONE" bow 
airy. | 


I will bo ſtill farcher. As, at the epoch d 
their laſt ſtruggle, the preſent abforbed the pak 
as they talted to their new diſciples of Hhothin 
but their new plans; as the ſole object of thi 
aſſoeiation was the direction of jaſtice and pr 
dence, which they wiſhed, but too late, ito gin 
to power and to liberty ; as, then, it wis 
throne of NOERsTEEAMRE which they wanted 


overthrow, anck as their plan was founded 1 » 
right, and matked by greatneſs of conceptit 

and danger in execution, it reſulted from thi 

combination of circumſtances, that none but ta 7 
laft precepts and their laſt moments remandlil / 
engraven on the minds of their partizans; e 
that woe ver, towards the end of their lives, # 1 
after cheit deaths, became their advocate ui 
Having been their accomplice, muſt now de cor * 
fidered as a truly valuable citizen by all wa 
who,” whether they like or diſlike the republi 4 


ean government, are anxious that the goven 
"EL TP ap 
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ment, whatever form it bears, may have ſor its 
baſis order and laws. 


5 Y *,, we 


ways 


But notwichſtanding all this, it is tin certain, 
that France did not take the alarm until the 
moment when. ſhe ſaw BRissor and VERGYI- 
aup ſent to priſon, and ROLLAND and Con- 
- DORCET fly. 


If the day on which fue-and-thirty Girondins 
were accuſed, and to- and- twenty arreſted, prov- 
ed the exiſtence of the reign of terror, what had 
ſo many preceding days, ſo many months, during 


which the French had been maſſacred, either 
with or without accuſation, not by #enties or 
thirties, but by hundreds and by thouſands 3 
what did they prove ? 


Republicans ! an idea has juſt ſtricken me. 
It was the Girondins, who conquered Rober- 
ſpierre, after having been conquered by him, 
that dated the reign of terror at the 3 iſt of 
May, the day en which they were defeated. 
Suppoſe the Jacobins, - Dii omen avertant 
who have been kept under for two years, but who 
are now too buſy, were again to triumph, they 
would, in their turn, date the reigw' of terror 


at the ninth of Thermigor, the day on which 
| x 3 their 
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their leaders petiſhed; and they would ſay,.— 
Terror would never bave entered France but for 
the death of Roberſpierre ! ! Can you bear this 
compariſon ; ; and yet can you deny its juſtice? 


| Let us have done with all theſe political lies, 
which neither ſerve to deceive ' ourſelves nor 
others. Let us only acknowledge, that this is 
the groſſeſt deception that has ever been em- 
ployed, and return to truths which muſt be ad. 
mitted, and to facts which cannot be denied 


even when they are braved. 


Ves, that was a day of terror, on which the 
National Convention, inveſted by the ſatellites 
of RoBtrsPIERRE, were forced to paſs a decree 
of accuſation againſt ſuch of its members, as the 
majority would rather have followed than im- 
priſoned, and in concert with whom they had 
freely preferred an uſeleſs charge againſt that 
abſurd and ferocious maniac called Maar. 
Yes, the 31ſt of May witneſſed a grand deve- 
lopement of the tyranny of RokRRSHIERRE, and 
will ever hold a remarkable place in the hiſtory 
of his crimes, 


But the #wenty-fourth of April preceding, 
when MAR Ar was declared, by the Revolutionary 
Tribunal, 
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Tribunal, innocent of the paſt, and free ſor the 
future; when he was carried in triumph by the 
people of RopersPIERRE, from the tribunal 
which had haſtened to abſolve him in the midſt 
of the Convention which had dared to accule 
him . | | Gay of 5 


But che eve of that wha 8 the Ja- 
cobins of Paris, by whom it was prepared and 
arranged, called in a reinforcement of #x tbou- 
ſand Marſeillois, and when it was remembered 
that they had only employed eigbt ee W 
the maſſacres of September CITI BEE 


But the zwenty-firſt of April, when the priſon- 
ers at the Bouffay and at the Caſtle, in the town 
of Nantes, were releaſed, as thoſe at the Abbaye, 
the Conciergerie, the Force, and the Carmes, at 
Paris, had been, on the ſecond = hea geen 
ber '} "= TW 


But the twenty eighth of March, when, after 
the inſtallation of thoſe regular aſſaſſins, called 
The Revolu:ionary Tribunal; when, immediately 
_ after that general law which had juſt invented 
a new claſs of Emigrants actually preſent, all the 
citizens were forced to denounce themſelves, the 
heads of houſes and the fathers of families to de- 

K 4 nounge 
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nounce their landlords and their children; when 
it was decreed, that on the walls of each took 


ſhould be inſcribed, in large characters, the 


names of all its inhabitants, becauſe at that time 


names conftituted crimes,” and becauſe tyranny 
choſe to exempt itſelf from the trouble of 2 
ſearch, and to aſcertain, at a glance, the Places to 


which ſhe was to o ſend for her ne 921 1 $19 


Fg tha: rh: 8 A Mar, when the 
aſſembly of Legiſiators eſtabliſhed the tribunal of 


poſed by Marat 1. 5 „ „ 


But the #wenty-/econd of January, when the 
new domiciliary viſits were decreed, which 
alone produced u * of fix Cranes com. 
mitments. | : 


But the eve of that twenty - ſecond of Janvary, 
but that twenty-firſt of January 17934. 


When, during fix hours, all the ſtreets deſerted, 
all the houſes ſnut, under pain of death, made 


Paris reſemble Herculaneum, which diſentangled, 


after a lapſe of ages, from the volcanic lava, 
ſtill exhibits entire walls, but not one living 


being... When, in that vaſt ſolitude of an im- 
menſe city, a hundred thouſand armed men, 


' of 


aſſaſſins, and when the liſt of Jaries was com. 
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of whom eigbty thouſand were victims, advanced 
to lead one defenceleſs individual to the altar of 
death, and ſeemed to ſeek the moſt profound of 
deſerts to conceal the moſt horrid of crimes... . 
When, nevertheleſs, in the interior of thoſe 
houſes, apparently "uninhabited, half a million 
of human creatures, families aſſembled without 
uttering à ſingle word, individuals alarmed at 
their ſolitary ſituations, even authors of the 
crime that was about to be committed, became 
horrible in their own eyes, groaned as they 
watched the filent progreſs of the murderous 
battalions, and the lengthened rolling of the fatal 
car; groaned ſtill deeper when they ceaſed to hear 
them; trembling meaſured the time and diſtance; 
ſhuddered every minute at the thought that it 
might perhaps be that in which the impious 
blow would be ſtricken, then burſt into ſobs, 
threw themſelves on the ground, and loſt the uſe 
of their reaſon or their ſenſes, at the firſt cry of 
the cannibals who came to apprize them that 
they might.ſhew:rhemſelves, becauſe the crime 
was accompliſhed,” and the victim beyond the 
reach of feſcue . .. PeoPLE or France, were 
theſe days of terror ? g a 


Alas! J have not the power to extend my re- 


ſearches any farther ; nor indeed is it neceſſary. 
I will 
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I will not even go back to the /econdof September, 


Every thing is included in the ,twenty firſt of 


January 1793. That was the point in which 
every thing centered, and from which every 
thing departed. It was to accompliſh the dread- 
ful buſineſs" of that day, that all the crimes which 
preceded it were committed; it was to ſupport 
that horrid deed, that all the atrocities which 
enſued were adopted. But let me afk, whe. 
ther all theſe crimes do not exhibit one uninter. 
rupted chain; whether the thirty firſt of My, 
far from forming the firſt link of that. chain, i 
not placed in the midſt of, and confounded with, 
all the other links; whether it does not become 
almoſt imperceptible, by being placed between 
the twenty-firf of January and the fexteenth if 
October 1793 *, between. the nine days of Se- 
tember 1792, and the three days of July 1794! 
Let me aſk, how they will contrive to make the 
three days which produced two bundred viftimst, 
belong to the reign of terror, and the nine day. 
which produced /ix thouſand victims, belong to 


the reign of the law; to make the puniſhment | 


Bz1ssoT an act of tyranny, and the martyrdom 
of Lovis X VI. a work of juſtice? 


The day on which the Queen was ſacrificed. 
+ The 23d, 24th, and 25th of July 1794, 


Even 
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Even among your moſt enthuſiaſtic Repub- 
jicans, none that pretend to eſteem themſelves, 
or to be eſteemed by others, hold a different 
language from mine, ſee with different eyes 
from mine, fix on different epochs, or pronounce 
different deciſions from theſe which you have juſt 
heard, | 


PzoeLs or FRANCE, and ye, in particular, 
Colleagues of Borssy D'ANGLAs, remember the 
report, the fine report which he made in the 
name of your Committee of Eleven, at the time of 
the eſtabliſhment of your new conſtitution, He 
there ſpoke of the foundation of .the Republic 
with tranſport; but he took ſpecial care not to 
utter a ſingle ſyllable that blaſphemed the me- 
mory of the laſt king, or that applauded his cruel 
fate. He there ſpoke of the reign of terror with 
execration; but as a man, he took ſpecial care 
not to pollute the work that was to tranſmit his 
name to poſterity,—as a ſtateſman, he took ſpe- 
cial care not to give to his political inſtitutions 
the ſtamp of horror and contempt, by intro- 
ducing that abſurd and deſpicable combination, 
that vile and ſerocious impoſture, which affects 
to fix the commencement of terror in France 
at the 3iſt of May 1793. No, no: Botssy 
p'ANGLas clearly proved to you, that Tae 

FIRST 
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FIRST MOMENTS/of tbe Republic wars polluted by 
proved to you, 
that their ſurpation was, even then, founded on 
tzwo powerful baſes: THE COMMUNE, miſtrgſs of 
the city in which the National Convention were 10 
aſſemble; and THE JacoBin CLuB, the moſt for- 
midable and the moſt dangerous, of all political 
aſſociations. Borssy D'ANnGLas ſolemnly pro- 


claimed, and his axioms were conſecrated: by the 


vnanimity of your ſuffrages, that, com/Piring 
together, theſe two monſtrous corporations cm- 
certed the maſſacres of the ſecond of September, in 
order to eftabliſh at once TE EMPIRE oF DEAT, 
or TERROR, AND OF CRIME “. | | 


Are thefe expreſſions ſufficiently clear, are 
theſe acknowledgments ſufficiently ſtrong ? But 
T hall not ſtop here. Borssy D'Ancras, or, 
rather your Committee, ſpeaking through him, 


told you ſtill more; you muſt allow me to repeat 


a whole page of that ſame report, requeſting you 
to weigh not "Oy every phraſe, but even 
word. | 


» FTheſe are the very words of the report of Boiſß 4. Anglas 


in the name of the Commiſſion of Eleven. "A * 
Meſfdor, third year. 
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e The National Convention, (ſaid your 
Conſtitutional Committee, ſpeaking from the 
tribune of that ſame Convention,) The Na- 
eg tional Convention, aſſembled under ſuch diſ- 
ce mal aufpices, in a city till ſmoking with nb 
« blood of fo many vifiims, and which was, at that 
« time, under the" yoke of "aſſaſſins and uſurpers,* 
« maintained a painful and anſuctęſiful ſtruggle 
«'apainſt that domineering Commune, Rroag' 
jn the terror which it inſpired;” in che ſupport 
er of a miſguided multitude, and in the combiba- 
4 tions of determined villains, who, frum "the 
ce 30% m of the National Repreſentation, direird 
its abominable ſprings. The Convention were | 
c already divided, and their diſſeriſions, ſomented 
« by tyrants who wiſhed to enſlave them, were 
« the firſt cauſe of the dreadful evils which de- 
& ſolated France.. Men deſtitute of principle, 
« inflated with pride, thirſting for blood; knead- 

« ed up with'gall-and perfidy; 'contrived to pro- 
4 fit by theſe diviſions, in order to govern, to 
& irritate, to exalt, to inflame, to exaſperate the 
« public mind. The moſt. exaggerated patriot- 
« j\m was the veil with which they covered their 
« defigns ; the error of the nation ſupplied their 
« want of ſtrength; the Revolutionary Iaſtitu- 
* tions were their means, and heaps of ruins an 
« of human bodies became the fteps which were to 
cc lead 
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e jead them to the throne on the ruins of the Re- 
* public. The people, flattered, agitated, in- 
e flamed by them, then began to miſtake modes: 
« ration for cowardice, prudence for artifice, 
e policy for intrigue, humanity for weakneſs, 
« delirium. for patriotiſm, crime for juſtice, and 
te licentiouſneſs for liberty. In vain did the ma- 
* zority of che Convention wiſh: to prevent that 
tt aſſembly from plunging into the exceſſes been · 
ce liar to a government of demagogues . The 
4 repreſentatives of the people, after an impotent 
« fruggle, overpowered by theeffortsof an inlolent 
commune, which had the diſpoſal of the armed 
tc farce, and by the influence of the popular clubs, 
« all of them affiliated with the Jacobins of Paris, 
< the true' centre of conſpiracies, . were obliged, 
« jn order to preſerve the hope and the right of 
<« one day ſaving their country, to yield for a 
te time to the ſtorm, and to abandon: the: veſſel 
60 „ eee the Winds e tt b 


Wen now dall to me of the. giſt 5 May 
17935 as the birth-day of terror. Now tell me, 
that all the victims, who, in 1792, were marked 
by thoſe monſtrous corporations, that the fugitives 
who eſcaped from the midſt of the maſſacres 
which they had conſpired together; that the Pari- 


| fans who abandoned a city ſmoaking with blood 
under 
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under the yoke of wſurping aſſaſſins ; that all the 
French who fled far from a country in which was 
ehabliſped_ at abe ſame time the empire of death, 
ef terror, and of crime; . . far from a throne, 
the eps of which, were formed «of heaps of ruins 
and of buman bodies. . . far from a pecple who 
miſtook | bumanilty for weakneſs and crime for 
jufice . . . far from a national repreſentation, 
from the boſom of \which a ſmall number of de- 
termined villains directed the abominable ſprings 
if tyranny, while the impotent majority abandoned 
the veſſel of the ſtate to the winds of anarchy . . « 
Now: tell me, that all thoſe who abandoned ſuch 
country, and even had the generoſity, not to 
think of revenge, ought to be proſcribed, ba- 
iſhed, maſſacred, now that juſtice and, humanity 
have reſumed their ſway ; that Is to ſay, that 
juſtice. and humanicy ought again to diſappear, 
as ſoon as the innocent and the unhappy come to 
implore their protection. Now tell me, that that 
port which was the beginn ng of your new 
Conſtitution, and our proſcription which marked 
the end of it, do not form the moſt monſtrous 
combination that ever made human reaſon 
ſhudder. Endeavour to prove to me, that the 
authors of the one are not neceſſarily the deſtroy- 
ers of the other, Explain to the PeoPLE or 
France, how they are to find it poſſible that the 

| ſame 
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fame men, all eleven of them, falling ito" 
fame delirium at the ſame: hour,” could, all at 
once, have drawn this conſtitttional "piftiir 
of the ſtate of France, en the ſecond "of ben. 
tember 1792, and have conſtitutionally proferibed 
all choſe perſons whom that /econd of 1 
1792 drove out of the . e © $62; 


ny «7 


e '#* \# + 3 * . © - IT: Jy 


But 1 halt not ſtop even wh wi 
D'ANGLAS and his committee could not fay all; 
but I have no inducement to conceal. any part of 
the truth. I will agree with them in fixing 41 
the firſt moments of the Republic, the ES ALIS. 
MENT. of the empire of death, of terrot, and of 
crime :——but I have proved o you, that the 
commencement of that empire, ĩts progreſs and 
its conqueſts, originated in the ubpuniſhed aſſaf. 
ſinations of L4unar, of FLesSELLES, of Fobron, 
of BERT RIER, of Beisunce, of the Mayor of 
Saint-Denis, of the Gardes· du- Corps, &c. &. 
1 have proved to you beforehand, that in if 
fame manner in which 1 have already trated 
the buſineſs of the 21ſt of Fanudry" 1795 
from the tranſactions of the 31ſt of May, | 
might now trace the occurrences of this lt 
epoch from the devaſtations, the conflagrations, 
the private murders, the general and unpuniſhed 
3 which deſolated the iſle of France, 
20 Provence, 
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Provence; Flanders, *Dauphine; © Poirou; the 
Comtat, Languedoc, Normandy, Artois, Quer- 
ei, Brittany, and All our eolonies. I have ſaid; 
and it is more than ever neceſſary to repeat the 
aſſertion, that from ihe frſt moment at which the 
French Revolution became ſanguinary and eri- 
minal, aher it might have been ſo mild and ſo 
virtuous, there ceaſed to be any ſuch thing as a 
political and civil aſſociation in France. Wher- 
ever the property of citizens, wherever the lives 
and liberties of men were protected, their protec- 
tion did not procred ſrom the law, not from the | 
old taw which was deſtroyed, not from the new wi 
hw which was not eſtabliſhed, not by the execu- If 
tive power which was-enchained, nor yet by the 
judicial power which was annihilated; but ſolely 
from fortuitous and local circumſtances, from 
public manners which were more or leſs mild, 
more or leſs exempt from corruption in different 
cantons; but particularly from the diſpoſition of 
perſons in power, who, being the unreſtrained 
directors of an unlimited force, acknowledged no 
other rule in the exerciſe thereof, than their own 
virtues or their own vices. Thus both La Fay- 
:TTE and BAL, of whoſe political conduct 
different opinions may be formed, were entitled 
to univerſal homage, as protectors of civil order: 
for it was to them, and to them alone, that the in- 
L habitants 


Pd 
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habitants of Paris, from the 2 iſt of October 1789, 


to the month of October 1791, amidſt the effer- 
veſcence of a lawleſs Revolution, and ſurrounded 
by provinces in a ſtate of combuſtion, was in- 
debted for the enjoyment of that perfect ſecurity 


which marks the moſt tranquil and moſt peace- 
able times. But what was the conſequence 
when La FaveTTE was . by SANTERRE 


and BaiLL er Prrniox? 


If there ever were a moment which en to 
predict the annihilation of terror, and the revival 
of lau, it was doubtleſs in September 1791, 


in the firſt weeks after the eſtabliſhment of the 


new Conſtitution, when the king's acceptance, 


received with tranſport, appeared to have te- 


newed thoſe ſentiments of affection between the 
prince and the people, which had never been ba- 
niſhed for an inſtant from the heart of the former; 
when, previous to its diſſolution, the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly had, in concert with the king, pro- 
claimed a general amneſty; when, throughout 
the kingdom, the demonſtrations of joy which 


bordered on intoxication, ought to have reſtored 


univerſal harmony and affection. PeopLe” or 
France, if I were not afraid of ſubjecting my- 
ſelf to the imputation of wiſhing to catch your 


favour for myſelf, at the very time when all ideas 
of 
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of myſelf are out of the queſtion, I· would explain 
to you with what vivacity I then exhorted the 
fogitive French to return to their country; to 
pay a neceſſary ſubmiſſion to a Conſtitution that 
was completed, of which ] had been the conſtant 
adverſary during the whole period of its form- 
ation; and of adopting a ſincere reſolution of 
candidly trying to deviſe ſome means of render- 
ing it compatible with public order and tranquil - 
ty. How ſpeedily was the imprudence of my 
advice demonſtrated! With how many reproaches 
night any perſon who had followed 1t have load- 
d me At leaſt I ſhould have ſhared the danger 
which I ſhould have led them to incur, But the 
laws, with the protection of which I flattered 
them, no longer exiſted but by the new Conf: - 
lation; and the ruling legiſlators in the ſecond 
National Aſſembly boaſted (as I ſhall preſently 
prove to you) of having, on the very day of their 
arrival, laboured to ruin that Conſtitution. Laws, 
whatever they may be, can only be rendered effi- 
cacious by the continued vigilance and action 
of the executive power; and theſe legiſlators 
boaſted of having laboured, on the very firſt day 
of their meeting, to enchain the prince in whom 
that power was veſted ;. of having. deprived him, 


one after the other, not only of all. his means of 
ation, but of all his means of ilafety. They 
1 2 boaſted 


CY 
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revolts, deprived him of his guard, confined him 
in his palace, inſulted him in his aſylum,” forced 
| him from his home, and thrown him into a dun- 
geon. In ſhort, the amneſty was the only pledge 
of ſecurity to the expatriated French who might 
return to their country; we have ſeen what uſe 
the ſecond legiſlature made of that amneſty ; and 
the third ſaid, Amneſty is 4 crime _ cannot 
aun Ws e e ä 


bd OF Waben, bs to this. It wa 
on the 16th of October 1791, that Louis XVI 
recalled the French Emigrants, by a proclamation 
which promiſedevery thing thathis own heart con- 
tained—order, juſtice, peace, and the oblivion o 
all paſt injuries; and it was on that ſame day, that 
Fourdan converted the ice-houſe at Avignon int 
a ciſtern' of blood. The fugitive Avignoneſ re 
ceived, at the ſame time, the invitation to retum 
to their country, and the news of the death that 
awaited them there ! 


* 


3Z here was a beer which they had oround 


| for hope. One month fer this horrid enormity, 
| Jouxbax and his accomplices were diſarmed and 
| . by the energy of the inhabitants of Avig- 


Admirable effort of reſ] beck for the laws: 
| To 9 The 


* 
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The Avignoneſe believed them to exiſt, and 
looked to them alone for vengeance; They did 
not aſſaſſinate the aſſaſſin of their families. They 
confined him, with his accomplices, in the 
ſame priſon which had been the theatre of his 
crimes, and they aſked for juſtice. During a 
period of four months they aſked in vain. Al- 
ready had impunity given birth to new criminals 
in that unfortunate city, which ſent deputies to 
carry the ſupplications and the terrors of her 
inhabitants to the feet of the Legiſlative Body 
PeoPLE or FRANCE, I juſt now tranſported you 
to this ſcene, perhaps as dreadful as that of the 
Ice-houſe; I ſhewed you theſe deputies pro- 
ſtrated ; I made you hear their cries; you law 
the Legiſlative Body, inſtead of giving them an 
anſwer, let looſe JourDan and his troop on the 
country which they had deluged with blood, and 
which had called for vengeance on their heads. 
Do you ſuppoſe that, from that day, more na- 
tives of Avignon would return to that city than 
would leave it? Do you think that the empire 
of death, of terror, and of crime, had then ceaſed 
in France? Do you think that it actually began 
on the 3½ of May 1793? 


You will ſoon be compelled to acknowledge, 
that that unfortunate province was far from being 
«ͤ;; -.. 
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the only one which, at that time, experienced a 
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ſimilar fate: but theſe particulars belong: to 
another part of my diſcuſſion. 

Loet me conclude. Republicans, I muſt again 
quote one of your own authorities, one of the 
reporters of your Committees. But this man 
did not ſtop ſhort, like Borssy D'ANOLAS. He 
finiſhed the pifture, and revealed the whole 
truth. Advert to the report of Bovxbox pr 
L'Orss upon BARRERE, CoLLoOT p*'HErBors, 
BiL1.aUD-VARENNES, Cnovpitev, and all the 
terroriſts. © For fix years,” ſaid BouR DON bt 


L*O1sx, © FOR SIX YEARS crime has been con- 


« ſtantly increaſing; every epoch of the Revolu- 
ce tion, every new event, has augmented the fero- 
cc ciouſneſs of theſe villains. Whoever bas once 
« dipped his hands in blood, whoever has pillaged 


ce and maſſacred, has always a wiſh to maſſacr, 
e and pillage*.” 


- PeopLE or FRANCE, here you have the dura- 
tion of terroriſm, and the character of the terror- 
;, Our tyrants admit, that we had a right to 
fly from it during the laſt fourteen months; let 


* Report of Boux DON DE L*'O1se, on the 24th of May 
1798+ 


them 
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them ſhew us then, that it was our duty to ſuffer 
ourſelves to be devoured yn it doring the _ 


four years. 


But take care, ye who are now inveſted with 
power; ye who, now again placed at the helm of 
the Republic, were ſeated there at the ſame time 
with RoBERSPIERRE; I ſhall now addreſs my- 
ſelf to you. You have told us, that all the crimes 
committed after the 31f of May ought to be 
ſolely imputed to that monſter ; but you have not 
yet informed us, whether others ought to ſhare 
with him the reſponſibility attached to the crimes 
which he had committed before that epoch; but 
you have not apprized us by what means he ob- 
tained thoſe decrees, by which you enabled him 
to inflict the blows which he meditated. There 
is but this alternative: either he extorted thoſe 
decrees from you by terror, —and, in that caſe, 
how is it that the terror which operates as an ex- 
cuſe for the actions of an accomplice, is not to be 
received as an excuſe for the flight of a victim? 
or elſe he received them from your own free will: 
and then, what right had you to puniſh Roper- 
SPIERRE; With what face could you curſe his 
memory? Take care, I ſay, if you advance 
but ever ſo little, you will place yourſelves 


irrevocably in the laſt predicament ; for now 
L 4 that 


- 
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that RoBxerSPIERRE is no more, he can no 
longer inſpire you W ith terror, and thoſe perſons 
who ſhall perpetuate the execution of his will 
afrer his death, will be deemed guilty of e 
_—_ him aſſiſtance een his ke. 


— * 1 * * * execution of his . ; and it 
is now time to give the laſt blow to this mon- 
ſtrous ſyſtem of proſcription. Vou now enforce 
that proſcription without even thinking by whom 
it was originally prepared ; you. inflict puniſn - 
ment, without recollecting by whom it was or- 
dained, You have even forgotten who was the 
nominal author of a decree, which has deſpoiled, 
baniſhed, deſtroyed ſo many thouſands of men, 
women, and children. But I will recall him to 
your minds; you ſhall ſee what tyrant it was 
that conccived that act of legiſlation which, to 
uſe-the expreſſion of one of your moſt zealous 
| Republicans, would make the hair of a cannibal 
fand on end 


It was propoſed on the tenth day after the 
opening of the National Convention, ahd the 
twenty eighth after the maſſacres of the 2d of 
September. RoBERSPIERRE, in the firſt moments 
of his reign, did not much honour the Convention 


* MARCHENA, 


wich 
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with his preſence or his ſpeeches ; he oſtener fre- 
quented that Pariſian Commune which formed his 


State-Council, and that club of Jacobins who 
were the inſtruments of his ambition, while they 
only thought themſelves the auxiliaries of his 
cruelty. Thence he ſent his lieutenants to order 


decrees. of thoſe repreſentatives of the French | 


people, whom one of them has repreſented as 


having their necks conſtantly bent under the ſword 


of the tyrant, and only thinking of prolonging 
their exiſtence to ſuch time as he ſhould deem it 
expedient to throw off the maſk *, And who was 
the man whom RokERSYERRE ſelected from the 
whole number of his lieutenants to go and 


order the decree againſt all the Emigrants with» 
out diſtinction? You: know that at Rome the 


laws were called by the name of the perſon who 
propoſed them; that it was uſual to ſay the Va- 
lerian law, the Appian law, the Pompeian law 3 
as they now ſay in England, Prrr's Bill, Fox's 
Bill. Well, then, let the decree againſt the 
Emigrants be called the law of CoLLoT D'Hrr+ 
Bors! Yes, it was CoLLoT D'HERBolrs who, 
in the career of crime, equalled RonzrSPIERRE 
in imagination, and ſurpaſſed him in execution; 
it was Col Lor d'HErBors who, in the career 
of aſſaſſination, outſtripped Jouxban of Avig- 


* Freron's ſpeech, 
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; ron; it was Col for p'HrxBors, the banditti, 
the plunderer, the butcher of Lyon; it was he who 
ſound the fight of 219 heads ſtruck off at one tine 
delicious; he who aſſembled fathers of families 
by hundreds in order to deftroy tbem with grate- 
Hot, and to ſee them finiſhed with ſpades and 
picł axes; he who had not yet enough, and who 
propoſed to his maſter to diſmiſs a population of 
60,000 men; it was CoLLoT D'HERBOIõ whom 
you yourlelyes accuſed and convicted of all theſe 
crimes, whom you loaded with imprecations, 
whom you ſentenced to tranſportation to Guians; 
inſpired, perhaps, by an avenging providence, 
who deemed death too light a puniſhment for 
fuch a criminal: he was the man, he was the 
Legiſlator, who, on Sunday the goth of Sep- 
tember 1792, aſcended the Tribune of _ Con- 


vention, and ſaid 


Were is a meaſure which has been long ne- 
glefted, and which is nevertheleſs of the utmoſt 
urgency.—A decree had been paſſed by the Legif- 
lative Aſſembly, which configned all the Emi- 
grants to death. . . . This decree was palſied at 
the time by what was called the. Royal Veto 
We muſt revive it.—But it is not enough" to pre- 
went thoſe Emigrants who fight againſt their coun- 


try from eſcaping the ſword of, the las. 
. They 
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They will certainly not eſcape, and we need trouble 
gurſelves no farther about them. — But there is 
another ſpecies of Emigrants who are waiting for 
an opportunity to return to France, and who are 
perſuaded that the country will receive them into 
her boſom; becauſe they have not borne arms 
againſt ber . . . No, the country will not receive 
them, or will only receive in order to devour 
them. . . . She diſowns, ſhe rejects, ſhe proſeribes 
them. . . . I move that a decree be paſſed to con- 
fign all Emigrants to death without diftintion . 


Thus, whenever crimes and murine became 
the topic of diſcuſſion, Col Lor b*HerBors's 
word, at Paris as at Lyon, for all France as for 
2 ſingle province, was conſtantly,—/ is not 
enough ! "NP 


And when his motion was made, who were 
the men that roſe to ſupport it? — It was Cam- 
BON, another Lieutenant of RokERSPIERRRE's; 
CamBon, againſt whom, after the fall of his 
maſter, you paſſed a decree of accuſation ; who 
fled in conſequence ; who, even while he lay 
concealed, meditated freth crimes ; and who was 

* See all the Journals of the time, and particularly the 


Journal of the Debates and Decrees,—Sittin g of the zoth of 
deptember 1792. No. 11. p. 183. 
finally 
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\ finally declared by you to be dead. in ne 


month of April 1795. 
14 was that een, << * the 


| Revolution, of having committed, in the office 


of a Notary, the crime of forgery, with a viey 
to commit the crime of theft; OssEIIx, a re. 
yolutionary judge, on the ad of September, 
who inſulted all whom he maſſacred; Oss tin, 
the inſtrument, the deferter, and the victim of 
Ronkns TERRE. N 


Both theſe men repeated the obſervations of 
Col. Lor p*HERBols, in order to improve upon 
them. They found that ff was not enough to 
artaint the Emigrants ; they inſiſted that all the 
Agents of Emigraiits ſhould be attainted. Co- 
pidity formed a junction with ferocity, or rather 
revealed its principle and its. object; it ws 
moved, that Financiers, Bankers, Notaries, Com- 
panies, or Individuals, whoever had any property 
or effets belonging to Emigrants in their poſſeſſun, 
ſhould be obliged to make a declaration of the 
fawe within four- and twenty hours, UNDER PAIN 
OF DEATH w_ 


And when all theſe propofitions united were 


referred, for form's ſake, to the Committee of 


* Journal 8 Debates 8 pp. 183, 134. 
Legiſlation j 
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Legiſlationm; when, on the day appointed for! 
the half- hour which they deigned to devote to 
the purpoſe of diſcuſſion, the Committee ſanc- 
tioned, by its report, tbe law of Coll or 
b'HERBOTs, and: doomed: all Enngrants to death 
indiſcriminately;' what was the conſequenge Þ» 
Why the conſequence was, that OsszLin himſelf 
could not but feel remorſe; that OssxUrNH him, 
ſelf inveighed againſt the word indiſcriminately, 
fou nd it immoral and barbarous *,” abfolutely in- 
ſiſted that diſtin&ions, ſhould be made between 
| the Emigrants, and moved that another principle 

| ſhould be eſtabliſhed on which the TIES Mosla 
Frets another _ | 


And the 1 which appeared 8 104 * 


barous to an OsSELIN is now enforced. under the 
name of . A Ws 


But as we every where meet with what Car- 
dinal RE rz fo juſtly defined bat is ridiculous 
in what is abominable—BuzorT ſtarted up to 
ſoften the law of CoLLoT D'HERBOTs. Buzor 
alſo indignantly exclaimed againſt the puniſhment 
of death pronounced indiſcriminately; ; Buzor . 
gave notice that he was going to reconcile juſ- | 
tice with humanity, and accordingly Buzor 


* Tournal of the Debates and Decrees, pp. 624, 625. 
ſpoke 
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ſpoke literally as follows : J diſtinguiſh three 
«ſorts of Emigrants; thoſe who are taken with: 
« arms in their hands, thoſe who have fled to 
tan enemy's territory, and: thoſe who have 
e taken refuge in a neighbouring country. 
« That would be a ſtrange: law which con- 
«founded the ' treacherous, the cowardly, and 
ee the weak. Tou muſt make a diſtinction 
then.. . On the other hand, if you do make 
TT diſtinction, your law will be rendered uſe. 
« leſs, becauſe you will never be ſufficiently 
4 informed to apply it without injuſtice. 1 90 
« If true principles had been adhered to, would 
« they all have been condemned to death ot 
« deportation? No. ... T he means then of 
«avoiding deſpotiſm is to pronounce a ſentence 
« of baniſhment againſt all, and à ſentence of 
ce Jeath againſt all who ſhall return... Then 
« you violate no principle. . You puniſh the 
« traitors who have raiſed up enemies againſt 
« their country. . . . The coward who has left 
cc his country you FS not deſtroy ; 3 you reject 
« him. . . . You expel from the land of liberty 
« men, . . who leave you, at their departure, 


« all that they poſſeſs, their property. . Let 
« thera all therefore be baniſhed, and let the 
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« man who ſhall dare to ſet bee on 007 we 
cc "w_ be run . death. N A 0 


9 * 


N 8 * 
Thus ales, ahi nan 8 a I ought. 
to add that I have given his expreſſions literally, 
The galleries, who had, broken out into mur 
murs *, when they heard him talk, of juſtice, 
and humanity, applauded him with tranſport |. 
as ſoon as they ſaw him proceed to haniſbment 
and death. Col Lor D*HgRBO1S did not con- 
ceive that his law would loſe any thing by Bu- 
zor's amendment, and took ſpecial care not to 
oppoſe it. DaxTox, at that time the friend, 
ind almoſt the colleague of RoBenseIERRE;, 
Dax rox, that minifter r Juſtice, who, on the 
ziſt of Auguſt, had thrown, into, priſon, againſt 
the maſſacres. of the 2d of September, the un- 
happy ManTMoRin, who had been declared in- 
nocent by the revolutionary jury themſelves; 
Daxrox, who had then ſaid to the jury and to 
the counſel, who defended the priſoner that was 
acquitted—* The queſtion is not whether be be 
« guilty or innocent; it is whether be be an ariſ- 
e tocrat or not.” This Dax rox ſpoke after 
Buzor, With that ferocious jargon, which 


* Journal of the Debates and Decrees, p- 626. 
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formed the diftinRive character of his eloquence, 
he ſaid, When Liberty is in danger, ſbe thirfts for 
the blood of Tyranny ; but while ſhe ſpreads terror 
among her enemies; ſhe ought to make laws in ; 
calm; and this law, if the propoſition of Bvzor 
be adhpted, will become a law in a calm. Then 
fo calm is he! ſo much is his bir for Bl 
quenched!” that lie identifies' the country wich 
hirnſelf; and putting himſelf in the preſence of, 
man wwho 545 emigrated from weakneſs, addreſſes 
kitty thus te Wretch, you left me in the day of 
* peril. Well, wow keep for ever at a diſtance 

* Never appear again upon my territory. Ii but 
& gecome a gulph to you. And if you dare i 
c Brave the law, let the law cauſe your bead iv 
et fa]}/*.” At this word gulph, at this 1 image of 
falling beads, the galleries, tranſported with j jo 
ordered BuzorT to add his amendment to Coi- 

LoT's law; Buzor obeyed, and the queſtion wi 
called for amidſt cries and ſhouts. 


A new prodigy then appeared. A voice, 
overpowering all this noiſe, reprobated ſuch r- 
cipitation in paſſing a law a thouſand times mot 
terrible than the revocation of the edis of Nantes 
exclaimed aloud, —That is impoſſible; and in- 
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ſiſted on 4 more deliberate diſcuſſion . This 
voice was the voice of CamiLLe DEsMOULINS | 

CamitLs DESMOuLINs, the man who, in 178g, 

had complaiſantly ſtyled himſelf—tbe Attorney- 

general of the Lanterne, was ſtricken with horror 
at the proſeriptions decreed in October 1792, and 
declared to be conflitutional in Auguſt 1795. 


TALLIEN excites leſs ſurprize ; on that day he 
was the TALLIEN of the gib of Thermidor ; but I 
hall take good care not to loſe a ſingle word that 
he uttered at this famous fitting. © And I alſo,” 
exclaimed TALLIEX T, © Zhink it IMPOSSIBLE 
@ to cloſe the diſcuſſion . . In the word Eu- 
„ GRANTS, you would include old men, women, 
and children who had been forced by their 
parents to quit France . . . The word Eu- 
©« GRANTS cannot be admitted into this law, for it 
«is the fugitive aud rebellious French that you 
« wiſh to puniſh, and not mere Emigrants.” Ro- 
BERSPIERRE'S Militia flew into a rage; the whole 
houſe reſounded with clamours, and the galleries 
roſe and ordered the law of proſeription to be 
paſſed. TALLIEN, raiſing his voice above the 
exclamations of rage, pronounced this prophecy, 


9 Journal of the Debates and Decrees, p · 627. 
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«© TU WILE BE ONE DAY FORCED. TO ESTA. 
© BLISH THIS DISTINCTION *;”” and he had the 
courage again to move, that theſe words, * 7}; 
te fugitive and rebellious French,” ſhould be 
ſubſtituted for the expreſſion of © Emigrants.” 


But RosBrrsPleRRE had given his orders, and 
the diſcuſſion already began to appear too long 
to him. PzTHION, who was preſident of that 
memorable fitting; Prrniox, the Mayor of the 
2d of September; PsTH1ioN then heſitating be. 
tween the two parties, and making each of them 
believe that he belonged to it; PETHIOx, bearing 
in himſelf an equal analogy to the ferocity of 
Cor Lor and the ſtupidity of BuzoT, favoured 
the law which refulted from both. He cloſed the 
diſcuſſion, and in the midſt of a noiſe reſembling 
that of tygers when they have ſeized their prey, 
declared, © The NATIONAL ConveEnTION decree, 
&« that ALi the French Emigrants are baniſhed 
&« for ever from the territory of the Republic; and 
&« that thoſe who, in contempt of this latv, ſpall 
ce return, ſhall be puniſhed with death.” And the 
report, the diſcuſſion, the ſuffrages, and the pro- 
mulgation of this decree, had not altogether 
occupied more than one third of a morning ; and 
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in France as out of it, over the whole extent of 
Europe, or perhaps of the globe; whole gene- 
rations, and perhaps whole ages were deſtined to 
feel the weight and to experience the puniſhment 
of this complication of calamities and of crimes. 
thus lightly decided!!! 3 


Divine Provipence! It was thy will that 

the three principal criminals, CoLLoT D'HER- 

B91s the firſt author, BuzoT the ſecond editor, 

and PzTH1ON the ſupporter and promulgator of 

that infernal proſcription, ſhould be puniſhed i in 

a manner analogous to their crime. As to us, 

in the unjuſt and often glorious exile to which 

they condemned us, there are at leaſt ſome | 

countries where we meet with a pious commiſe- 

ration and a friendly hoſpitality, We are ſure of 

being well-received wherever there exiſts a feel- 

ing heart, and reſpected wherever there is to be 

found a noble mind. Our conſcience does not 

forſake us; it renders us ſuperior to the diſdain 

of infolence, and gives us a right to eſteem. our 

gratitude as much as generoſity can eſteem her 

benefaftions, In ſhort, it approves, conſoles, 

and fortifies us. But our three oppreſſors be- 

came Emigrants in their turn! they ſhared no 

part of that property which they ſaid, with fo 

much 2 that we bad left them. The 
M 2 moment 
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moment came in which they could no longer 
find an aſylum in that country which they had 
converted into à guiph for us. Two of them 
are no more “; obliged to fly, they retired to 
thoſe ſame neighbouring countries, to that ſame 
Switzerland which was then generous and hoſ- 
pitable to us; and as if they thought that their 
features revealed their crimes, they dreaded the 
ſight of a living being, they avoided the habit. 
ations of men, the towns, the villages, and 
even the hamlets ; they became vagabonds, wan- 
dering from rock to rock, without a roof to 
ſhelter them, without clothing to cover them, 
and without food to ſupport their guilty lives, 
Worn out at length by remorſe and inanition, 
they expired with rage and hunger, and their 
impure remains were found by chance, lying 
half-devoured in a ſolitary cavern. The third 
ſtill lives; but tranſported in virtue of a decree 
which was much more applauded than that with 
which he attainted us ;—but more criminal than 
thoſe who are moſt criminal; but condemned 
to bear the name of CoLLoT, which is work 
than the mark of Cain; he muſt ſooner or 
later, fly from the inhabitants of Guiana as his 
accomplices fled from the inhabitants of Switzer- 
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land, and prepare for the tygers of America the 
ſame food which the others Wee for the 
bears of —_ | 


'PxoPLE or FRANCE! let us now repoſe an in- 
ſtant together. I have finiſhed my diſcuſſion as 
far as it affects that deſcription of Emigrants 
who have not borne arms againſt the Repub- 
lic, The ancients, at leaſt. ſuch of them 
as remained faithful to the voice of nature and 
of reaſon,” required, for the conviction of a 
criminal, proofs luce meridiand clariores. Well! 
have opened that day of innocence and of 
juſtice more ſplendid than the noon-day's ſun, not 
merely on a ſingle individual, not on a few 
families, but on whole tribes of unfortunate 
beings, who formerly conſtituted a diſtinguiſhed 
portion of one of the greateſt people in the 
world. Unfortunately, I could only bring this 
about by expoſing with the ſame degree of force 
that accumulation of crimes to which they be- 
came victims. Virtuous Republicans ! if I have 
often imparted ſatisfaction to your hearts, I 
have alſo often filled them with anguiſh, More 
than once I muſt have thrown you into a painful 
ſtate of uncertainty ; and, in fact, when the 
phantom of a Republic is inceſſantly involved 
in the developement of ſuch horrid ſcenes, it re- 
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quires great ſtrength of mind not to extend our 
horror to the very name which has been uſed to le- 


gitimate ſo many enormities. But let us not loſe 
ſight of juſtice, for on juſtice alone are our hopes 
placed as well as your own. Let us acknowledge, 
that as it was atrocious and abſurd to appreciate 
the monarchy of the laſt race by the butcheriez 
of the firſt, ſo would it now be unjuſt and odious 
to confound the Republic of 1795 with the Re. 
publics of the three preceding years; the tri. 
bunals which , puniſh the Jacobins, with thoſe | 
which adminiſtered to their crimes; the two 
councils which make laws, with the Convention 
Which ordained murders. But let us allo ac 
knowledge that this laſt miſtake would not be ſo 
giſguſtful as the firſt; for ſo long as the pro- 
ſcription of all the Emigrants ſhall be allowed to 
ſubſiſt, ſomething of the old Republic will reman 
in the new one. The work which ſprang from 
crime and which engenders crime remains; the 
work which, incapable of being purified by any 
mixture, will, on the contrary, corrupt ever) 
thing that approaches it, will fix madneſs in the 
boſom of wiſdom, and reduce that heart to the 
dreadful neceſſity of becoming criminal, which, 
but for it, would have the ſtrongeft diſpoſition 
to preſerve or to recover its innocence. 


Ls And 


FRENCH PMIORANTS. 167 
And pay particular attention; Proplx or 
France |! to that new character of perverſeneſs, 
which this injuſtice will henceforth acquire, 
ſhould they ſtill dare to ſupport it. I had cer- 
tainly nothing more to do than to collect facts; 
but theſe facts were ſcattered about, forgotten 
by ſome, unknown to others, buried amidſt the 
confuſion and multiplicity of events, deerees, 
and revolutions which have ſucceſſively effaced 
each other. For a long time the greateſt part 
of our oppreſſors only recollected that there 
were proſcribed perſons, without remembering 
all the characteriſtic marks of the proſcription 
the victims themſelves felt their wounds bleed, 
without knowing what hand had inflicted them. 
Among the laſt, vague and enfeebled complaints 
indicated the exhauſtion of deſpair and almoſt a 
forgetfulneſs of their rights: among the others, 
there was a regular form of outrage and calumny, 
which had eſtabliſhed a kind of poſſeſſion ; and 
as it ſeldom happens, that ſounds which per- 
petually ſtrike the ear do not finiſh by inſtilling 
ſome prejudice into the mind; as impoſtors, by 
the habit of repeating their falſhoods, at laſt per- 
ſuade themſelves that they are true, ſo the cruel 
man, by conſtantly giving the name of juſtice 
to his cruelty, and the qualification of guilt to 
his victims, may ſometimes come to believe 
M 4 that 
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it is followed, in its birth, in its means, in in 


abandoned France. As to the men, if men they 
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that he is nothing more than ſevere, But here the 
whole heap is collected together! Here all re- 
collections are awakened, all eonſciences warned, 
all rights revivified. Here the whole ſyſtem of 
that horrible proſcription, diſencumbered from 
all that obſcured it, is diſplayed in full light, 
All its parts are connected together. It is ſeen, 


execution, in its conſequences. Thoſe who, 
like you, worthy and wiſe Republicans ! feel the 
want of juſtice. in their hearts, and feel it to be 
neceſſary for the ſafety of the Republic, will re- 
Joice to ſee themſelves relieved from the diſgrace 
of being concerned in a crime fo manifeſt and 
ſo hideous. They will from this moment ex- 
claim, Let THE Law or Col Lor pH ERBOlö be 

anathematized! they will no longer invoke 
clemency, but juſtice, for every, Emigrant who 
is accuſed of nothing more than having merely 


can be called, to whom CoLLor p'HERBOIs and 
RoBERSPIERRE have bequeathed their minds and 
their inclinations, they will at leaſt perceive 
that in ſpeaking of us in future, they muſt re- 
nounce all thoſe common place inſults, of Tree/on, 
of Cowardice, of Infamy ; becauſe it has been 
clearly demonſtrated, that to them alone do thoſe 


appellations apply, while I, on the contrary, am 
| pleading 
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pleading before you, PzorLE- or France, for 
the martyrs of idelity, for them who have carried 
the courage of virtue even to temerity, for beings, 
in ſhort; of both ſexes and of all ages, who, at 
the riſk of incurring greater calamities, reſolved 
to preſerve a pure heart, and pure hands. Yes, 
whoever ye be, who ſhall ſtill dare to ſupport the 
Law or Col Lor Do'HR BOIS, ye can no longer 
be either criminal or audacious by halves. Hy 
pocriſy 1 is no longer practicable; I have reduced 
you to the neceſſity of uſing one Kngage; and 
that language is this :— 


« The Law or CoLLor p'Hrknors was not 
te more congenial to his mind than to 4 our minds. 
« ColLor p'HtrBors, Cannes,” LE Bon, 
« BARRERE, COUTHON, SAINT- JusT, and Ro- 
. BERSPIERRE were our colleagues, our friends, 
e our aſſociates, until they endeavoured to be- 
« come our rivals and our maſters. All thoſe 
« whom they put to death previous to the 31ſt 
« of May 1793, were put to death juſtly ; be- 
& cauſe at that time they executed their projects 
of deſtruction in concert with us. All who 
e were put to death after the 31ſt of May would 
e have been put to death with equal juſtice, if 
« they had not wiſhed to put us to death alſo. 

« Tt 
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It is our pleaſure to date the reign'of Terror, 
ic not from the day on which we extended it, in 
« conjunction, over all Frande; but from the 
« hour at which they extended it to ourſelves, 
& Now that we have puniſhed their treachery to 
« us, we will purſue the accompliſhment of their 
te deſigns upon you. We will finiſh the career 
te which we began with them, and which they 
- « would ftill be purſuing with us, if they had 
« heen as faithful to their accomplices as they 
<< were pitileſs to their victims. Tux Law or 
«© CoLLor D'HERBOIS SHALL BE EXECUTED, 


How long can a Republic, in which ſuch lan- 
guage is holden, and ſuch a ſyſtem purſued, be 
expected to laſt? This is a point which I ſhall 
"examine preſently ; but hitherto I have only di- 
cuſſed the queſtion of what is 7, and not that 

of what is a/eful. 


 PeopLE or FRANCE! it is demonſtrated, then, 
if ever. any thing were demonſtrated among 
men ; it is a maxim of juſtice, then, a mathe- 
matical truth, that ALL THE FRENCH Ex- 
GRANTS, . WHO HAVE NOT BORNE ARMS, OUGHT 
TO. BE ERASED FROM THE LIST OF PROSCRIBED 


PERSONS,—Let us now attend to thoſe who 
| "357. 08 
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are accuſed of having betrayed their wr 
becauſe they have borne arms. 


I think Lew hear one of thoſe men whom I 
addrefled juſt now, one of thoſe unfortunate 
heirs of the mind and inclination of Cor Lor 
b'HER BOIS, groan at ſeeing me enter upon this 
new diſcuſſion, and murmur, with a concentrated 
rage, even in this * be is going zo n them 
all innocent. | 


All . . . Heaven ſend it! And I am very 
certain Hit the more names I ſhall ſucceed in 
eraſing from the liſt of proſcribed perſons, the 
more favour I ſhall acquire with thoſe before 
whom both you and I are now on trial, Yes, 
PeopLE or FRANCE! and you would be offended” 
were I to doubt it; yes, you will bleſs my efforts 
the more, you will deem me the more deſerv- 
ing, the more I ſhall have relieved you from the 
misfortune of misjudging, from the torment of 
hating, and from the diſgrace of ſuffering to be 
aſſaſſinated, in your name, ſo many innocent 
objects, whom the prejudice of terror and the 
activity of calumny, whom all your tyrants and 
all your ſufferings muſt haye accuſtomed you to 
conſider as criminals, 


But 


F it were true, that, in the claſs of armed Emi. 
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But ye whom the idea of crime encourages, 
and whom the name of innocence alarms, will 
ye not {till accede to this general propoſition ? 


grants, there were different deſcriptions,—if it 
were true, that, among thoſe different deſcriptions, 
there were ſeveral in whom the aft of taking up 
arms, was a RicaT, a Merit, @ NECEsSs1Ty, 
a Dur, would it not be unjuſt to confound then 
with thoſe to whom ſuch af might be n FI 

a crime? | 


Now, PeoeLt or France! I have a ſeries df 
queſtions to propoſe to them, which I dare pre. 
ſent to you at the ſame time as to them: Simple 
queſtions, to which I requeſt an anſwer equal 
ſimple. | 


In a country in which there is no law that 
protects me, and in which there is a force that 
attacks me, have I the right to employ a force 
that defends me ? 


If in ſuch country, a barrier be raiſed up be- 
tween me and my field, have I the right to ah 
over it or to throw it down! ? 


If bands of banditti have violated my domeſtic 
aſylum, and carried off my property, have I the 
right 
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right to aſſemble a troop of friends, and attempt 
to recover what belongs to me ? 


If I have. been expelled, by force of arms, 
from my houſe, have I the right to make good 
my entrance into it by force of arms ? 


If, after having declared to me, by an a& 
which was called an Imperiſbable Law, that I 
might leave my country at pleaſure; if after 
having forced me to leave it for my own ſafety 
and repoſe, they had puniſhed the mere act of 
departure by perpetual baniſhment, by general 
confiſcation, by death in the event of an attempt 
to return to my native land, would juſtice autho- 
rize me to return, holding in one hand the law 
which was to guarantee my right, and in the 


other the ſword that was deſtined to defend my 
life ? | 


If my family have, like myſelf, been expelled, 
baniſhed, deſpoiled, proſcribed, is it a duty in 
me to go and reconquer their habitation, and 
their means of ſubſiſtence ? If they have been 
immolated, maſſacred, have I the right to in- 
flict vengeance on their aſſaſſins? If I know that 
they are buried in dungeons, confounded with 
that innumerable crowd of French of both ſexes 

4 end 
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and of all ages, who are daily heaped together ir 
carts, to be executed ix a Mass, under the dif. 
guiſed form of a trial, does juſtice give me the 
right, does nature impoſe it as a duty to cal 
Heaven and Earth to their aſſiſtance, to cry out 
to all governments, and to all men; — Arn, 
Arms ! that I may go and ſnatch my mother, 
my wife, my ſiſters, my daugbters, from the 
knives of the aſſaſſins woo are going to mur- 
der them ? 


Tf the affections of nature permit me to in- 
dulge my affections to my country; if I am un. 
able to ſupport the diſgrace, the flavery, and 
the deſolation of my native land, will it be x 
merit in me to devote myſelf to the removal of 


its ſhame, the deſtruction of its tyrants, and the 


re-eſtabliſhment of its tranquillity? Have paſt 
ages made it a merit in THRASYBULUS, in 
THRASYBULUS exiled, proſcribed, a fugitive, w 
have returned for the purpoſe of revenging and 
releaſing his country from the yoke of the Thiry 
Hrants? Will future ages make it a merit in 
the Therzridorians to have taken up arms to de- 
ſtroy the execrable Ronzrxserexne, to bury 
with him the companions of his tyranny, and to 


- Cloſe the infernal den of Facobini/m?” 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, I will ſuppoſe that having been up- 
juſtly . baniſhed by the Thirty or by the Seven 
Hundred tyrants of my country ; that plunged 
with my whole family into the abyſs of miſery, 
I had been ſolely indebted, during two years, for 
their ſubſiſtence and for my own to the benefac- 
tions of a foreign power; that that power had 
one day ſaid to me,.“ Here are arms, come 
te and fight with thoſe who have fed you, againſt 
« thoſe who have ſtarved you; if you refuſe to 
* march, to morrow. there will be no more 
« bread to be had either for you or for your 
te family.” Would it then be a duty and a ne- 
ceſſity in me to take up arms? Is there a neceſſity 
for a man to be fed? Is it a duty in a fon, a huſ- 
band or a father, to ſacrifice himſelf in order to 
obtain bread for his aged parents, for his ſtarving 
wite, or his wetched children ? | 


Republicans! I have demanded a ſimple anſwer 
to theſe ſimple queſtions. No phraſes. A mere 
Zes, or No. f 


Ah! I hear the PzorLs or France unani- . 
mouſly exclaim Jes, and thoſe who will not join 
in the exclamation remain ſilent. The laſt effort 
of the moſt obſtinate tyrants would be not to do 
homage to truth in this inſtance, not to confeſs 

15 
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it with their mouths; but no man's lips will dare 
to deny it, no man's mind will dare to reject it. 
155 POR. are eſtabliſhed. 


Well, yg let us 3 AN our firſt; in- 
Ne ;—that every French Emigrant who has 
had the misfortune to bear arms, but who may 
truly be claſſed under one of the deſcriptions 
which I have juſt mentioned, is eraſed by the 
finger of juſtice from the book of proſcription; for 
he has only exerciſed the moſt impreſcriptible of 
Rights, or diſcharged the moſt ſacred of Duties, 
or acquired the firſt of Merits, or been led away 
by the moſt reſiſtleſs of Neceſſities. 


They will all come undert be deſcription ! again 
exclaim our perſecutors. Take care; for if you 
ſay true, if in fact they can all come under this 
deſcription, you cannot attaint any of them. 
For my part, I dare not venture to hope that 
every one of them will be able to aſſume the 
character which I have ſtated. But in leaving 
to all the natural and legal right of provoking 
an inquiry, which, alas! the ſcythe of deſtruc- 
tion has rendered more eaſy than you imagine, 
I ſhall, beginning from the firſt period at which 
there were any Emigrants, (ſince that is the name 
agreed upon,) point out thoſe who, from that 

7 moment 


4 
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woment and for ever, it will be. impoſſible for 
me to conſider as criminals, 


Proviad or France 11 here ſtand in need of 
your generolity; and, perhaps, [ have ſome claim 
toit. Perhaps, the defender who forgets his own 
intereſts may be entitled to call upon his judges 
to forget their prejudices ;' for, in Wort, laying 
aſide that character of Foreigner to which the 
Conftitution of 1791 had reduced. me, and con- 
ſidering myſelf as a Frenchman, I am, myſelf, 
one of the victims who made. their eſcape. 
Ic was on the eve of the 2d of September that 
Providence releaſed me from the, priſon of the 
Abbaye,—and may it have preſerved me to be, 
at this. inſtant, one of the feeble inſtruments of 
its beneficence !—I have taken no part in the 
war, and I deprecated, in its principle, the fatal 
auſpices under which it began. Thus you ſee, 
that a vulgar addreſs, an egotiſtical ſpirit for 
which it is but too eaſy a matter to find an ex- 
cuſe in the preſent times, would lead me to trace 
out, to ſtrengthen inceſſantly, | the line of demar- 
cation between the two claſſes of Emigrants, 
and conſtantly to return to that ad of September, 
and if not to devote, which, indeed, would be 
too diſguſting, at leaſt to forget, in my deſence, 


all that claſs of victims who emigrated before 
N that 
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that horrid epoch. But may the ſoil of France 
open and ſwallow me up, rather than purchaſe 
the permiſſion to return to my home by rejecting 
thoſe who have the fame juſt claims as myſelf to 
that indulgence, at whatever epoch they emi. 

ated, or however different the conduct they 
| Zakk purſued ſince their emigration. Curſed be 
any one. of us, who, loſt in the midſt of ſuci 
obſcurity, who, bent beneath the weight of þ 
many calamitigs, ſhall dare lay claim to excluſie 
purity for a ſingle opinion, to excluſive inter 
for a ſingle misfortune, to excluſive reparation 
for a ſingle injuſtice ! A nation of ſufferers is z 
nation of brothers; and thoſe whom fortune haz 
placed in a leſs deſperate fituation ; thoſe whom 
the ſtorm leaves ſtil floating on ſome ſcattered 
pieces of the wreck, become unworthy of being 
ſaved, if they do not ſtretch out their hand to 
reſcue their fellow-creatures who are finking 
a around them. 


hd wy — nds wit. an n 


4 
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FRENCHMEN ! a war broke out between the 
Romans and the Privernates, which ſeemed deſ- 
tined to laſt until one of the two people ſhould 
be exterminated. Rome ultimately triumphed. 
Beſieged in their laſt town, the vanquiſhed ſyed 
for peace, Their Ambaſſadors having been in- 


troduced to the Senate, the Conſul aſked them 
ubat 


what cbaſtiſement bey tBoug bt "2b Feferved? 
That cbaſtiſement, anſwered the A mbaffadors,. 
which Free Men deſerve, who, Feel: g that they 
had not degenerated from their ' anteftors, 'therthd 
every effort to preſerve the inheritance wobith thy 
had received from them. The Senate expiatet the 
inſolence of the Conſul, and tewarded the courage 
of the vanquiſhed by the reſtitution of their ter- 
ritory, and by making them Roman Citizens. 
PeoeLE ! it is by ſuch means as theſe that the 
exiſtence” of a Republic is ſecured ; thinking you 
worthy of ſuch examples; I am now. going to 
review the conduct of one Portion of Emigrants 
who have borne arms, and then to aſk you 
whether theſe men deſerve be chaſtiſement which 
is due to criminals? 


There are certain auguſt W which 
cannot be approached "without. trepidation, | nor 
diſcuſſed without ſcruple ; mĩsſortunes which we 
would willingly have averted at the expence of 
our lives, and wich regard to which filent reſpect 
is due when effectual relief cannot be afforded : 
But can I obſerve a total ſilence on that glorious 
race, which was compelled to fly from a country 
of which it had ſo frequently conſtituted the pride 
and the defence? But could I, without incurring 


the guilt of blaſphemy, attach the name of 
1 2 R criminals 


ach bir, — % 
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 criminass to thoſe three generations of Heroxg, 
vho, purſued by ſo much injuſtice and ingrati. 
tude ¶ who, informed, in their exile, of the li. 
gal dilapidation of their patrimony, the impious 
. profanation of their trophies, . the unpuniſhe 
murder of their ſervants; who, finding them. 
ſelves ſurrounded, on all ſides, by the. ſnares of 
crime, .nobly appealed from the daggers of thei 
enemies to their own ſwords ; eſpecially. when 
they have waged a war, not merely loyal, but 
ſublime ; when they have taken pleaſure in paying 
to republican valour the ſame tribute of adni- 
ration which they have known how to inſpire by 
their own“; when they have deteſted the bar 
idea of repriſals which you yourſelves could nt 
have deemed unjuſt, but which they have never 
thought themſelves authorized to uſe ; when they 
have not had a ſingle priſoner in their power, 
without immediately recollecting that he ws 
born their fellow-citizen ; without immedi- 
ately beſtowing on him that magnanimous treat- 
ment, which finally triumphed over all the ba- 
barity of the decrees, and reſtored all the French 


2 No, nothing can equal the valour of the French Rojaliſts, 
e except that of the French Republicans,” ſaid the Duke 
_Þ*ExGHIEN, after a battle in which he had been wounded 
and in which his father and grandfather had had the! 
clothes pierced through and through with bullets. 


warrior 
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warriors to the native generoſity” of their cha- 
racters? Do you think that theſe men would be 
entitled to tell you, in the language of the Pri- 
vernates,— We bad not degenerated from our 
0 A. . 


ProrLE or FRANCE ! Shall I beſtow the ap- 
pellation of criminals upon men, for taking up 
arms againſt . the Revolution, who were the 
ſons, the brothers, the relations, or the friends 
of Launay, FLESSELLEs, FouLON, BERTHIER, 
MonTEess0N, MESMaY, BaRRas, BATILLY, | : 
LisTENay, MonjusTin, AMBLY, St. Co- 
LOMBE, REUILLY, Volsixs, ALBERT, Bonn E- 
val, St. JULIEN, VILLARS, CaSTELET, LA 
JaiLLE, Mavpurt, EscavRAc, Pascails, 
Massty, CLarac, CHAPONar,' GUILLIN, Ro- 
cxEGUDE, Du Hamel, La RocHEFQUcCaAUuLT ? 
... But I muſt ſtop ;—for the mournful liſt 
won fill a VORume, 

Shall I Riginatize as criminals the relations, 
the comrades of the intereſting VARI COR, of 
the reſpectable MromanDae, of all thoſe heroic 
victims of the famous 6th of Ofober (1789),- 
who, as faithful to the wiſhes of, as united in their 
devotion to, Lovis XVI., rather choſe to receive 
er than to avert it from themſelves by in- 
4 +8 317 flicting 


of. [their 


executed might fall upon his bead ? Qr him 


exhibited at Avignon. for the putpoſe c of juſtify- 
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flicting it on, others; and. whoſe truly coleſtial, 
virtue could neither obtaig,, vengeanceifor their 
memory, nor juſtice, and ſecurity for the: object 
ion and of their ſacrifice? . 


Shall I call that man criminal for taking vp 
arms, who, was placed under the ſeaffold, that 
the blood of h is brother Who was about to be 


11 


hom I ſaw wandering about in Switzerland, 
breathing ſhort, his eyes fixed, conſtantly: ſeeing 
the: palpitating heart of his mangled- brother, 
conſtantly hearing the cries of a mother whom 
grief had og of her ſenſes * 


| op | 2 —__ "MM 


1 have. hicherto. only ſpoken: of indiyidua; 
let us now {peaks of whole. provinces. 


God forbid that I ſhould lay,before you, for 
the third time, the agonizing picture of that. 
rown erſt ſo fortunate, of that people which 
were ſuddenly. removed from the protettipn of 
che moſt paternal government, upon earth, to, be 
placed under the fangs of the moſt ferocious. 


tyranny. that the world ever knew |, Vet I here 
hitherto only. recalled to, your minds the ſcenes 


055 the flight. of its inhahi tants; but ,attend; 
8 cloſely 
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cloſely to all which that city of Jarrow ſuffered, 
from the firſt day“ on which Three Hundred of 


the principal families left it at the ſame time, to 


 t 


the laſt epoch 1 when a flouriſhing population of 


Thirty Thouſand Souls was reduced to a miſerable. 
herd of Five Thouſand ſlaves or inſtruments of 
Jacobiniſm; and tell me whether every inhabit- 


ant of Avignon, who had the power, had not 
the right to raiſe up the whole world againſt. 
the indefatigable executioners of his wretched” 


country ? 


I have told you that many other provinces ex- 


perienced the ſame fate at the ſame periods and 


in the ſame way; attend to theſe expreſſions. 


At the ſame periods ; that is to lay, not only N 


during the two years that were employed in 
forming that Conſtitution, which could not, it 


was ſaid, be purchaſed too dearly ; but during 


a whole year after the eſtabliſhment, or, in other 


ES, the whole exiſtence of that Con- 
ſtitution which was deſtined, it was ſaid, to 
eſtabliſh univerſal peace and happineſs : 


The firſt maſſacre in 1790. 
After the abſolution of Jour DAN in 1792. 


N 4 In 
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In the ſame way; ; that is to ſay, that theſe de. 
ſolated provinces were not only given up to the 
cupidity of banditti, and the rage of aſſaſſins, 


but to the treachery of thoſe conſtituted 2 


from which they were entitled to » expert ſhelter 
and brotection. 8 


* 1 * 


Theſe are the two motives on ae J muſt 


now dwell. They conſtitute the rule by which 
the queſtion relating to the Emigrants who have 
taken up arms muſt neceſſarily be tried; be- 
cauſe endleſs perſecution produces deſpair; be · 
cauſe murder, protected by the law, admits of no 
other means of defence than arms. It is that 
which reduces man to a ſtate of nature; it i 


that which gives him the right, that which im- 


poſes on him the neceſſity of ſeeking in force that 
fafety which he can find no where elſe, | 


Thus, when I eraſe from the li of criminals 
all thoſe Lyonnais who haye taken up arms, it is 


not merely becauſe. they ſaw their manufac- 


tories deſtroyed, their eſtates laid waſte, the 
hoſpitable manſions of their moſt generous citi- 
Zens levelled with the Ry it 15 not merely ö 


® See, among othans, | in the memoirs ad proces-verbaux 
of the times, the complete deſtrudtion of the manſion of M. 
de CHaPONAY, a man, every day of whoſe life had been 
marked by ſome act of beneficence, May 24, 1791. 
ns becauſe 
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becauſe the venerable GuiLLin * was. cut in 
pieces by the light of the flames which were 
conſuming his country-houſe; it is not merely 
becauſe one group of his aſſaſſins were appre- 
hended in a wood, as they were running after 
his wife and children, and another were ſur- 
priſed in a public-houſe, devouring the limbs of 
the victim whom they had ſacrificed; but it is 
becauſe the juſtice of the Conſtituent Aſſembly 
ſuffered thoſe anthropophagi to live peaceably in 
a temporary priſon ; becauſe the clemency of the 
egiſlative aſſembly turned them looſe, in virtue 
of an amneſty, on the territory of Jyon, as they 
did Joux DAN on that of Avignon, and becauſe 
me liberation of the murderers of GvuiLLiN an- 
nounced, even then, the Aru of Collor 
4 Herbois, 


Thus in ee when, as the firſt bleſſed 
effect of the new Conſtitution, rectors, old men, 
and country gentlemen f, who went, with per- 
fect reſignation, wherever the lam called them r, 
were ſome of them aſſaſſinated with knives, 
others murdered with bludgeons, others ſtoned, 


* z6th May 1791. | 
+ Meſſieurs de SainTE-CoLomBe, de Daus, de 

dalinTE-MavuRE, the Rector of Mass tox, &c; : 
t At the Primary Aſſemblies. 


and 
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and their, limbs carried about in triumph, | 
Thus in Normandy, when, after the promulgation Il « 
of the new national compact, in one day and in WW | 
one town, eighty- four of the principal proprie. 
tors were dragged out of a church, hurried to 
priſon, loaded with inſults and with blows on f 
the way, . ſeveral of them wounded, others mal. c 
ſacred on the ſteps of the altar or in the ſtreets*, Wil ft 
every Burgundian, every Norman, who ran to {c 
arms, was abſolved by neceſſity and often julti, Wl x 
fied by duty. 9 


Tf whirlwinds of fire, if J may be allowed to 00 
uſe ſuch an expreſſion, had, at certain. epochs, , 
devoured the inhabitants of Brittany and ther Wil ; 
habitations , juſtice and compenſation might © 
have been obtained by law ; but when a decree, 
treating theſe enormities as the effect of a n- 


At Caen, November 1791. 

+ See an authentic liſt of -i ve country ſeats or habita- 
tions of public officers, who, on the 14th of March 1793, 
alone, and only in one part of Brittany, were beſieged, 
pillaged, or burnt. The name of. each place and that of 
each proprietor are ſpecified, M. MALL EHT bu Pan vith 
this liſt anſwered the impoſtors or the fools, who then ſaid, 
and who ſtill daily repeat, that perhaps, in all France, there 
might have beem eight or ten country ſeats, of which the windows 


were broken, It is Roberſpierre lamenting that ow innocent 
penſon ſhould have periſbed in the maſſacres of the 2d of September. 


mentary 
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mentary error, had juſt put a ſtop to'all the pro- 
ceedings begun, and reſtored the priſoners to 
liberty ; when another had preferred accuſa- 
tions againſt the very magiſtrates of the people, 
who enforced the preſervation of order with a, 
ſeverity that was truly beneficent ; when a ſe-. 
cond National Aſſembly had juſt added to the de- 
ſtruction of property the torment of conſciences, 
ſo ſenſibly felt in thoſe religious countries; 
hen a. third ſent proconſuls there, whoſe crueltiy 
created war, by reducing even the timid inba- 
hitants, and ſubmiſſive individuals || to\deſpair'; 
cquld it be ſuſpected, that the ſame Convention 
which uttered theſe laſt words, would dare apply 
the name of criminal to any of the Bretons who 
ſopght, . no matter where, pro aris et focis ? _ 


If all the towns in Languedoc d had been alter- 
nately expoſed to the attacks of thoſe ambula- 


* Pecree of Auguſt 9, 1790. 

+ Decree of February 14, 1791, | 

t See the Journal of that Aſſembly, beginning at che Sit- 
ting of October 21, 1791, at which it was propoſed, to con- 
fine the prieſts in a fold, in order to tranſport ſome of them, 
and to maſſacre, drown, and farve the others. 

Report of the Committee on the Civil War in the Weſt. 

$ Toulouſe, Montauban, Montpellier, Mu, Alais, Uzt#s, 
demmiers, St. Gilles, Lunel, &c. 


tory 
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tory banditti, who, armed with ſticks, and call. 
ing themſelve ves the Executive. Power, inſulted 
the modeſty oft the women, mutilated and knock- 
ed down the men, fell upon the congregations 
proſtrated in the churches, and threw the ruins 
of the altars at their heads; if more deſtruQive 


arms had, at twenty different times, deluged 


theſe fame towns with the blood of thei 
citizens, their magiſtrates, and their prieſts *; 
they might til] have been deterred” this 
drawing the ſword of vengeance by ſhewing 
them that the ſword of the law was prepared u 
do them juſtice, - But when decrees of the legiſ. 


lature pardoned and encouraged maſſacres; when, 


making the addrefles of fix thouſand citizen 
diſappear before the libels of four hundred Jaci. 
bins, municipalities the moſt ſcrupulouſly con- 
ſtitutional were interdicted and broken; when, 
after a new free election had been ordained, the 
electors were expreſsly forbidden to vote for 
the magiſtrate who enjoyed their confidence; 
when, through fear of not being obeyed, tht 
_ of ſuffrage was we my from that por- 


® Montauban, 13 March, 10 3 1790; — 18, 19, 
and 20 py 1790; Nimes, 29 March, 3 and 4 May, 13, 14 
15, 16, and 17 June 1790; Uzes, February 1791; Bezitr» 
February 1791; All Vivarais, May 1791; Montpellier, Nine, 
Uz#s, Alais, November 1791, &c. 


* 


tion 
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tion of citizens who had à better claim to it than 
any other“; when equally protected by the 
ſecond legiſlature, but vanquiſhed in the primary 
aſſemblies; the armed Jacobins violated the 
ſanctuary of election, ſeized the liſts of voters, 
which in ſome places they threw into the fire, 
and in others drowned in blood, pointing cannon 
againſt one houſe, ſhooting old men and women 
in another, ſuſpending at the door of a third the 
head of its murdered maſter + ; when not only 
noblemen and men of wealth, but whole towns 
were diſarmed and abandoned, without defence, 
to the mercy of their executioners; when in one 
day fix hundred families emigrated from Mont- 
pellier, what juſt man could deem them criminal 
for having taken refuge in a camp? What 
virtuous man would not have ſupplied them with 
arms in lieu of thoſe which had been taken from 
them by force? | 


1 ſhall take. ill more particular notice of 
Provence, - becauſe, independently of her 


® Decrees of the 11th of May, 17th June, 26th July, 
7th September, 23d November, * December 1790; 
z6th February 1791, &c. 


+ See the letter written from Montpellier on the 15th 


November 1791, inſerted in the Mercure Politique of the 10th 
of December following. 


towns 
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towns * ſmoaking like thoſe of Languedoc with 
fire and blood, protection was there granted to the 
aſſaſſins and incendiaries, probably with a more 
open diſregard of decency than any where elſe, 
There, every proceeding begun againſt the enor- 
mities that had been committed was deſpotically 
annulled. There, the indictments were forcibly 
taken from the judges who were proceeding to 
try them conſcientiouſly, in order to carry them 
before other judges, who tried them in what v 
called a revolutionary way . There, the National 
Aſſembly dared to ſend a ſolemn decree, ex 
preſsly requiring, that after the parties accuſe 
had been examined, the proceedings ſhould be ſet 
to the Committee of Reſearch, and the judgment 
ſuſpended until that Committee bad made known 
its deciſion on the cauſe}. There, on reading 
the evidence, which carried conviction in every 
line, another decree was ſent to finiſh the whole 
buſineſs, by ſetting all the culprits at liberty]. 
There, in ſhort, as throughout the South of 
France, by a rapid ſucceſſion of unpuniſhed 


Aix, Marſeilles, Arles, Toulon, Graſſe, &c. Auguſt and 
December 1789, February, March, April, May, Auguſt, 
September, December 1790, January 1791, Auguſt 1792. 
I + Decrees of 8th December 1789, zoth January, 18t 

March, 7th Auguſt, 25th September 1790, &c. 
+ Decree of 25th January 1791. 


|] Decree of 21ſt May 1791. a 
| crimes, 
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crimes, the blood ſtill lowed under the daggers 
of the aſſaſſins at the approach of the famous 
Tenth of Auguſt *®. There, the Legiſlative Aſ- 
ſembly, inſtead of endeavouring to repreſs the | 
Marſeillaiſes bands, ſolicited them as a favour to 
ſend an auxiliary detachment, which, within 
thrze hours after its entrance into Paris, had 
aſſaſſinated ſome of the National guards of the 
metropolis F. 


I faid at the approach, but I ought to have 
aid, on the eve, of the Tenth of Auguſt. PEOPLE 
or FRANCE |! deign to fix your attention on that 
epoch which will ſoon be proved to be of great | 
importance. ö 


I ſhall not extend my liſt of the provinces 4 
which were a prey to that execrable anarchy. I 
will not recall to your minds all the particulars 
of thoſe gibbets with which the fields and roads 
were covered; thoſe papers which were affixed 
to them, bearing the inſcription of, receipt in 
full for rent; thoſe illuminated manſions ; thoſe 


®* 14th of July 1792, at Alais, 21K at Bordeaux, z ad at 
Marfeilles, 25th at Arles, 5th Auguſt at Toulon, &c. 

+ At the Champs Eliſces, and in the Rue Si. Flerentin, 30th 
July 1792. 

I Dauphine, Franche-Comte, Perigord, Angoumots, Poaiton, 
Verci, the Limouſin, Tourgine, &c. &c. 
tortures 
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tortures of every kind by which the renunciation 
of their rights and the ſurrender of their title. 
deeds were extorted from the proprietors; the 
National Aſſembly finiſhing by preferring the 
invitations of RoBrrsPIERRE to thoſe of Loun 
XVI. *, and the Conſtitution itſelf tearing open 
all theſe wounds inſtead of healing them, com- 
pleting all theſe loſſes inſtead of repairing them, 
offering to all that claſs of peaceable proprietors, 
of beneficent, ruined, threatened, fugitive pro- 
prietors, an inſult inſtead of a compenſation, an 
amneſty inſtead of an aſylum; that is to ſay, an 
encouragement to the banditti to renew their 
atrocious proceedings, and a means to the new 
legiſlature of ſeconding them. I will not add 
to the liſt of phyſical evils and dangers the long 


ſeries of moral pains, affronts, Wer agi- 


Lovis XVI. had invited the Conſtituent Aſembly to 
imitate the generous conduct (i) of the city of London, which, 
at the time of Lord GEORGE Gor Don's ſedition, indemni- 
fied the proprietors for the houſes which had been burnt by the 
mob. RoBErsSPIERRE ſimply ſaid, I invite rhe Aſſembly to 


treat the people who burn the country-ſeats with mildneſs.—Do 


not prophane the name of people, —exclaimed M. p*EsprEME- 
NIL,—/ay, the banditti.—ROBERSPIERRE coolly replied— 
T avill jay, if you chooſe, the citizens wwho burn the country- 


feats. (Sittings of February 1790.) 


(1) It is almoſt needleſs to obſerve to an Engliſh reader, that the author 
here miſtakes. the ern of a en law for an act * gene · 


roſity.—7 +» aa 3 
tation, 
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tation and ſorrows, capable of rendering life far 

more dreadful than death. I fear I have ſaid too 

much, although | it did not become me to ſay 

leſs Alas | let not any body ſuppoſe that I 

delight in recrimination, or take a pleaſure in 

contemplating. ſuch pictures as theſe! I only 

look forward to the day when it will be poſſible 

to baniſh them from my mind, and to conſign 

them to eternal, oblivion. But ſo long as the 

victims are treated as criminals, it is neceſſary 

to prove that they are victims, and innocent 

victims.—So long as war is declared to be the 
work of the Emigrants,, it is neceflary to ſhew 

on which fide the aggreſſion lies, and on which 

ſide the defence. It is neceſſary to demonſtrate 
by evidence that there are, at this time, men 

tondemned to die, by judges who ſhudder at 

the ſentence they pronounce, for having defended 

their lives againſt Re: aſſaſſins, 


PEOPLE Of F nee! we are at length arrived 
at the Tenth of Auguſt 1792. 

You have ſeen that on the eve of that me- 
morable day, there was neither liberty, property, 
public nor perſonal ſecurity in France; on the 
contrary, tyranny, uſurpation, and conſtant and 
ferocious aggreſſion were - eſtabliſhed, Permit 

0 me 
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me to advert to this epoch. On the 22d of 
July, a wonax * was torn into pieces, and her 
head carried about in triumph on the end of a 
pike. On the 5th of Auguſt, all the Members 
of a Dix kcrokv, to the number of nine, were 
allaſſinated together, for an attempt to maintain 
the laws T. On the 8th of Avguſt, not the 
Minority, but the Majority of the RzynesevT:- 
ATIVES or THE NarTIoN were attacked with 
Bones, Inives, and ſabres, for having repelled 
an unjuſt accuſation T. On the 16th of Auguſt, 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY was reduced, by the 
influence: of terror and of threats, from Seven 
Hundred and Forty-froe Members to Two Hendrel 
and Eighty -four . 


But, during this time, where were the French 
who had been driven away, or who had effected 
their eſcape from this wretched ſcene of rapine and 
cruelty ; who, with the moſt lawful vengeance 
and rights to exerciſe, not merely abandoned, 
but oppreſſed, by the law, only expected ſafety 
and juſtice from the power of arms ? And what 
had theſe men done at the epoch of the Tenth of 


Auguſt 17922 


* Madame Gail.ian at Marſeille, f At Tal. 
| } See the Moniteur of the 11th of Augult 1792, No. 224- 
I! Proces-Verbaux = Hiftorical recital of the Revolution of 


the 10th of Auguſt, p. 242. 
* * g PEOPLE 
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Prop or France! I claim your attention. 
THEY HAD NOT YET TAKEN THE FIELD; THEY 
HAD HITHERTO DONE NOTHING, 


Doxk NoTHING! What! Had they not 
armed foreign powers? What! were they not 
the cauſe and the object of the war? What! 
was it not through them and for them that the 
conflagration which now. conſumes both; hemi- 
ſpheres was enkindled ? 


No, PzoeLz or France | and it is time to 
correct an error in which you have been ſtudiouſly 
kept, in order that the name of Emigrant might 
remain in your minds, attached to each ſacrifice, 
to each grief, to each vexation, to each puniſh- 
ment which the law might bring down upon you; 
in order that your reſentment, diverted far from 
the real authors of your calamities, might be 
excluſively directed againſt your predeceſſors and 
your companions in misfortune ; in order that 
your ſufferings might be rendered inſtrumental 
to the views of your tyrants in cheriſhing your 
hatred againſt their enemies; in order that your 
own loſſes might give you an intereſt in the laſſes 
of others, whoſe ſpoils were repreſented as the 
only poſſible indemnification you could expect. 


0 2 | It 
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It is time that you ſhould know to whom this 
war is to be imputed, which, in four years, has 
conſumed more than twenty-five times the 
amount of all your ſpecie, and more than thirty- 
three times the amount of the whole territorial re- 
but into feas, of blood ; has devoured one eighth 
of your population ; has produced, in ſhort, 
more crimes at home than victims abroad; and, 
by the ſide of every trophy conſecrated to vic- 
tory, has erected a monument to misfortune. 


FaENCHUEN I if you wiſh to believe the 
truth, reſt aſſured that the Jacopins ALON 
brought on this war, that they aLone declared 
it, and that they AL o wiſh to continue it. 


' Obſerve, fo early as the 20th October 1791, 
Bx1ss0T, at that time a Jacobin®, in the Tribune 
of the Legiſlative Aſſembly, which ſcarcely ex- 
iſted. Already, in the midſt of provocation, 
outrages, and threats, he ſaid to his colleagues 
« You ought either to avenge your glory, or 1 


The ſchiſm between the Facobins and the Girondins wi 
not formed till more than a year after. Hitherto an unit 
of dogmas, practice, and object had prevailed between them. 
The Girondins were at beſt but a private congregation in tht 
Great Church, | 


cc condems 
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« condemn yourſelves to eternal diſhonour.” He 
faid to them,—** You muſt not only defend your- 
« ſelves, you muſt begin the attack.” 


No doubt he reckoned, among the ſubjects 
of his complaints againſt Europe, the hoſpitality 
afforded, in certain places, to the French Emi- 
grants : but this was confounded with twenty 
others which he repreſented as more important *. 
Bz1ssoT himſelf ſpoke with diſdain of the Emi- 
grants and their leaders; he himſelf ſaid that zbeir 


nullity would ſoon be rendered manifeſt ; ;—that 


the Emperor ſtood in need of peace, and only played 
the warrior. The Members of the Diplomatic 


Committee, the oracles of that Aſſembly, on | 


all matters of public law and foreign connections, 
Koc, RnvLiit, and Bricas, inceſſantly af- 
firmed, © that there was no army of Emigrants 
te either at Worms, at Coblentz, or in the 
Netherlands; that the CaRDñIN AL be Ronan's 


A letter in which the KrxG oe Syarn had flill ventured 
to call Louis XVI. a Sovereign. A penſion which the 
Courts of Naples and Ruſſia had granted to a nobleman, who 
had formerly been a French Ambaſſador. The protection 
and aſylum afforded by the KinG or Sweden to another per- 
ſon in a fimilar capacity. A puniſhment inflited by the State 
of Berne upon ſome of its ſubjects for an offence committed 
on its own territory. Some condud of the Quzten oF 
PoxTuGaL and the KinG or SARDINIA, which Ba1s- 
sor ſaid was too cell known, but of which he entered into no 
explanation, &c. &c. 
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ce army only conſiſted of Six Hundred men, who 
« performed their exerciſe with ſticks, were lodged 
ce in the open air, ill dreſt, and ill paid, with 
te the younger Mix ABEAU at their head: that 
« the army of MoxsrEUR DE Cop conſiſted 
te of Three Hundred gentlemen and as many 
ee grooms without arms, that all this, then, 
« amounted to nothing more than a Papal Arm 
« and an Opera Fire“. With a more impoſing 
tone, the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs had de. 
clared, on his reſponſibility, 5 that in the Bel. 
ce gic Provinces the Emigrants were not permit. 
cc ted to aſſemble; that the government of 
ce Bruxelles had even redoubled its precautions 
ce within a ſhort time, in order to avoid giving: 
& pretext for conſidering the hoſpitality afforded 
ce them as a mark of hoſtility; and that, even 
tc at Coblentz, the Emigrants were not allowed 


cc arms =o 


All this was true, proved, acknowledged: no 
matter; Bz1ss0T and his followers were ſtill de- 
termined on war, upon this principle, “ that a 
ce private individual might deſpiſe theſe trivia 


* See the fittings of the 26th October and 27th Novem- 


ber . 
1 Report of M. pe MoxTworIN, fitting of the 310 


: Odd ober. 
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te affronts ; but that it was unworthy the majority 
« of a free people to ſuffer a factitious volcano in 
its neighbourhood to incommode it with its 
« ſmoke.” And this reaſon was deemed deci- 
ſive! and every pains was thenceforth taken to 
find out whatever could irritate, provoke, pre- 
vent a reconciliation between Frenchmen, and 
force a rupture with foreign powers ! 


Some Members of the Aſſembly, who de- 
livered their ſentiments with candour, thought 
to extinguiſh theſe firebrands by the coolneſs of 
reaſon and the calm of juſtice. They repre- 
ſented to their colleagues, that Emigration was 
lawful *, and the Conſtitution placed beyond the 
reach of attack ; that millions of armed 
men bad nothing to fear, and that the ſubje# 


would not even admit of diſcuſſion}. Ba Iss 
did not attempt to deny the juſtice of theſe re- 


marks; he did not contradict theſe conſttutionalifts 
on principle, who had poſitively told him, that 


* Emigration is lawful; aue have no right to condemn inten- 
tions : flay till they attack us. Any other conduct will be unjuſt 
and violent. — M. Ra uo, fitting of the zoth October 
1791, 

1 The Conflitution is | placed beyond the reach of attack ; the 
means of victory are to be found in obedience to the laws. 

M. Damas. Ibid. 

M. ov Don vu Bay. Ibid, 

0 4 there 
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there wwas not the ſmalleſt danger v. Inſtead of 
confuting this propoſition, be confirmed it; and 
repreſented the Emigrants at Coblentz as mere 
knights errant, as blockbeads duped by LzoroLD, 
He repeated, that it was of the utmoſt conſe. 
quence to the Emperor to maintain his connexion 
with France. He openly declared that be Cog- 
lition, that the concert of Powers was à chimera 
then, in order to make it real, he inſulted them 
with more fury than ever. He laſtly reduced 
his whole ſyftem of policy into thefe two phraſes: 
In ſhort, we muſt have gold to pay the troops. 
France muſt have a war to rab be 
"0004 and her credit . 


But the matter did not reſt here, One of his 
moſt furious diſciples ruſhed into the Tribune, 
and there, in a paroxyſm of convulſive elo- 
quence, uttered theſe remarkable words: * Al- 
« though we have deſtroyed the Nobility, that 
e vain phantom ſtill terrifies puſillanimous 
ce minds. — It was the impunity which great 
<« criminals had long been ſuffered to enjoy that 
ce firſt converted the people into executioners. 


# M. pu Bois pu Bay, The Conſtitution is placed beyond 
the reach of attack ; the means of victory are to be Jeans" in 


obedience to the laws. 


+ Sitting of the 29th December 1791. 


& Yes, 


% 
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« Yes, THE ANGER OF THE PEOPLE, LIKE THAT 
%ο GobD, 1s TOO OFTEN NOTHING © MORE 
« THAN A TERRIBLE SUPPLEMENT TO THE 
« SILENCE OF THELAWS® !” , .', And yet they 
were enraged with-the Emigrants for not ſuffer- 
ing theſe ſoft words to ſtop them in their flight, 
or to recall them from their exile! And while 
they vomited forth ſueh imprecations againſt 
them, and ſuch threats, threats which had al- 
moſt daily been executed in ſome place or 
other, which, but a fortnight before, had been 
executed in the Ice-houſe at Avignon, they 
called thoſe men criminals who wiſhed to ſtifle 
that anger, the ſupplement of the laws ; and they 
called thoſe aggreſſors who did not go un- 
armed, to give themſelves up to that people of 
executioners ! .. Juſt and conſolatory people, 
whom I now invoke, people, who then were 
victims, I am not the man who joined theſe 
two names together, the union of which excites 
horror; but do you think that they have ſuffi- 
ciently profaned this title ſo ſacred, when ap- 
plied to you? Do you think that it is time to 
avenge and to purify it? 


Let us purſue facts. LeoyoLD, not without 
reaſon perhaps, thought himſelf ſuperior to the 


* IsxARD, fitting of 31ſt October 1791. : 
7 inſults 
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ſhould be attacked, he admoniſhed -thoſe who 


inſults of BarssoT. The grand thought which 
occupied his mind, the imperious duty which 
he wiſhed to fulfil, was. *o do every thing in his 
power to preſerve his people from the horrors 
of a war, the new and dreadfu] conſequences 
of which his wiſdom foreſaw and his goodnef 
repelled. He did not ſuffer a violation of ho. 
pitality to be preſcribed to him; but he diſperſ. 
ed every collection of Frenchmen in his domi. 
nions, forbade them to make any purchaſes of 
military ſtores, or to aſſume any martial ap- 


pearance , and compelled thoſe who wiſhed to 


remain in his territories to ſell the ſcanty ſupply 
which they had contrived to procure, He did 


not forget that he was the head of the Germanic 


Body; but while he declared his reſolution to 
defend all the Princes of the Empire who 


would-not adopt his meaſures with regard to the 


French Emigrants, that he would not aſſiſt them, 


even againſt an act of aggreſſion ; and the 


Princes of the Empire conformed to the Empe- 


* Note from PRIX R Kaunirtz to the Dux R 'Uzts, 
and to the Maus DE La QyEUILLE, 22d October 
1791. Declaration of the Emperor, December 1791, Janu- 
ary and February 1792, &c. 

+ Official Note fiom the Emperor to the ELecros or 
Tazvzs, and to the other Princes; read in the National 


Aſſembly of France on the 15th January 1792. : 
| ror 8 
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ror's deſire . All the diſpatches of the German 
Miniſters, thoſe of the French Ambaſſador at 
Vienna, and of the French Plenipotentiary at 
Coblentz +, the reports of the Miniſter for Fo- 
eign Affairs at Paris; all prove to a demonſtra- 
tion that the Eurkkox, if he did not ſtand in 
need of peace, as BrrssoT ſaid, had at leaſt a 
conſtant deſire for peace, and that no man ever 
thought leſs of playing the warrior than he 
did, | 


On the 2d of January 1792, the PRINCE 
or Cont left Worms with his family and his 
troop, which, according to the moſt exaggerated 
accounts, did not exceed eleven hundred men, 
a curious ſubject of alarm to a nation which 
daily boaſted of having two millions of national 
guards under arms ! Scarcely had the eleven hun- 
dred men and their chief arrived at ExTENHEIM, 
when they were obliged to leave the place, in 


Official Note delivered on the 31ſt December 1791, on 
the part of the E.ecTor or TxEVESs, to the French Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary, and read by M. pe LessarT to the 
National Aſſembly. 


+ See all the Notes from Px IN E Kavnirz, particularly 
that of the 17th February 1792; the Correſpondence of the 
Marquis ps NoailLEs; the Diſpatches of M. pe 
SAINTE CRoix, particularly thoſe which were read to the 
Aſſembly on the 6th, 16th, and 19th of January 1792. 
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Enten ens of a requiſition from the Emperor * 
to the Carpinal Dt Rofan, The Papers of 
the times, and in particular 3 a celebrated journal, 
ſeverely reproved the Cabinet of Vienna for 
obeying the orders of the Jacobin Club, and the 
King of Hungary for purſuing from one aſylum 15 
another a Prince of the Houſe ef Bourbon, why 
bad recently eſcaped the daggers of the afſaſſms, 
and who, thirty years before, had gloriouſſy fought 
for Maria Thereſa f. You will tell me that 
the Emigrants aſſembled in greater numbers 
elſewhere, Yes, the King's brothers might, at 
that time, have about three times the number 
of men which the PRINCE or Conpe had, tha 
is to ſay, three thouſand ſix hundred men, 2 
part collected at Coblentz, and the reſt diſperſed 
in Brabant. But attend to the ſame writer 
whom J quoted juſt now, who continues in the 
ſame ſtrain of reproof: As to the news from 
« Coblentz or Brabant, private reports accord 
« with the letter from M. ve SainTE CRoix 
« to M. Ds LESSART, which that Miniſter read 
ec yeſterday in the Aſſembly. Not one French- 
« man remains at Treves. They are daily leav- 


Read in the National Aſſembly of France on the 14s 
and 15th of January 1792. 


+ See the Mercure Politique of the 21ſt January 1792 
p. 198. 


cc ing 


FRENCH EMTORAN TS. 205 


te ing Coblenta. The Gardes du Corps have 
« already evacuated that town. Moſt of the 
« armed companies marched away in the ſnow, 
ce and by roads almoſt impaſſable. It is forbid- 


« den to wear uniforms. All purchaſe of arms 


« and ammunition has juſt been ſtrictly pro- 


« hibited; and that Electorate, which a ſhort 


* time ſince was crouded wich warriors, now 
* only contains a ſmall number of French- 
emen dreſſed like private individuals, This 
« inconceivable clearage has been performed 
e with the greateſt precipitation. Intimations 
« from the Cabinet of Vienna were added to thoſe 
from the Legiſlative Body of France, in order to 
« force the ELzcTor or Treves and the French 
« princes to this humiliating condeſcenſion *. 


PeoeLE or FRANCE] you no doubt ſuppoſe 
that the Legiſlative Body, that is to ſay, the 


Jacobins who ruled them, muſt at leaſt at that 


moment have been ſatisfied? By no means; for 
they did not wiſh for peace. It might juſtly have 
been ſaid of them, they flood in need of war; 
they only aſfected to be 'pacifically diſpoſed: and 
they even laid aſide that affeFation very ſoon. 
While LeoyoLD ſubmitted to ſuch great ſacri- 


See the Mercure Pelitique, p. 199. 
fices 
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fices in order to preſerve Europe from the cal: 


mities of war; while, on his ſide, Louis XVI. 
exerted every virtue he poſſeſſed, and every 


means which was ſtill in his power to maintain 


peace in France, what were the Jacobins, the 
Briſſotines, and the Robeſpierreans about, who, 
at that time, formed but one body ? 1 will tel} 
you what they were about. 


and exclaimed in the Tribune of the Le- 


giſlative Body: © Let all Frenchmen haſten ti 


c the Facobin Club; we are this moment abut 
« 0 declare war?. 


Briſſet,in a ſecret committee t, which the Mi. 
niſter for Foreign Affairs had been ſummoned to 
attend, exacted from the Emperor, as the price 
of peace; 1.that he ſhould outrage humanity, by 
expelling every Emigrant, even thoſe that were 


diſarmed, from his dominions; 2. that he 


ſhould violate the liberties of the Germanic 


Body, by forcing its members to renounce 


all their poſſeſſions in Aſace and Lorraine; and, 
3. that, in caſe of refuſal on their part, he ſhould 
incur the forfeiture of his Imperial Crown, by 
tearing the contract in virtue of which he held 


* Sitting of January 4, 1792. 
+ January 16, 1792, 
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it, and by entering into a league with France 
2gainſt the empire of which he was chief. 


GuaDeT, by a ſolemn decree “, "cauſed every 
Frenchman to be declared infamous, a traitor to 
his country, and guiliy of leſe- nation, who fhoald, 
directly or indiret#ly, take à part.. People! 
were I to aſk you to finiſh the phraſe, you would 
ſurely ſay—in a foreign or civil war, in the 
introduction of a foreign force, or in any counter- 
revolution whatever But no, you are far 
from the mark.—The man who was declared 


infamous, a traitor to the country, and guilty of 


leſe- nation, was a Frenchman «who ſhould, dire##ly 
or indire#ly, take a part IN ANY MEDIATION 
BETWEEN THE FRENCH NATION | AND THE 
FRENCH EMIGRANTS, who were ſtigmatized as 
rebels, Theſe are the men who told you that 
they held all civil war in horror, that they had 
ſtrained every nerve for the preſervation of 


peace, and that the war had been occaſioned by 


the Emigrants! 


Laſtly, HeRauLT DE SECHELLES- completed 
the general derangement of the ſenſes of the 
members, by propoſing a declaration which was 


® January 14, 1792, 


adopted 


no doubt that thoſe. men who made a merit of 


20 


adopted with frantic acclamations *,. and which, 
if it had, not been ſuddenly ſtopped by the be- 
neficent prudence of Louis XVI. would have 
begun the war that very day f. 
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1 ſhall: abridge the particulars. n There can be 


loading the foreign powers with inſults and 
threats, in order to provoke ſome movement on 
their part which might be conſidered as an ag- 
greſſion, would ſpare no pains to augment the 
number and inflame the reſentment of the Emi- 
grants. While they were expoſed to violence 
and injuſtice abroad, at home citations were 
iſſued and accuſations preferred againſt abſentees, 
One circumſtance alone among all theſe acts is 
worthy of notice, and although I have before 
adverted to it, I think it neceſſary to mention 
it again: it is this; that even, at that time, there 

were certain principles which, notwithſtanding 
the efforts of the Jacobins, the Legiſlative Al- 
ſembly ſtill held ſacred. Thus it ſtill acknow- 


th 


* January 27, 1792. 

+ Humanity forbids to mingle any movement of enthuſiaſm 
avith a decifion on the ſubje of war. Such a deciſion ought 10 
be an att of the moſt mature reflection; for it declares, in the 
name of the country, that her intereſt requires of her the facrifite 
of a great number of her children, —Letter from Louis XVI. 
to the National Legiſlative Aſſembly, January 28, 1792. 
ledged 
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ledged the im poſdbilty gf accu/ations in; agi S, 
and (ix individuals only were acguſed T. I bus 
the Legiſlators ſtill remembered that the Conſti- 
tution did not permit them, any more than 
teaſon did, to ereft. themſelves into judges; 
and they only appeared as proſecutors before a 
high national court convened at Orleans. 
There was even a movement of generoſity in 
de Aſſembly 5 I will not call it an individusl 
movement (for the Legiſlative as well as the 
Conſtituent Aſſembly preſerved, to the aſt, 
me members with whom ſuch movements 
ere habitual) ; but I mean to ſay, that it was 
movement common to che majority. te Mu 
you appear greater, exclaimed one of the Le- 
gilators f. Ml yon appear more magnani- 
" mous by framing. tifts of proſeription than by 
* openly declating' wor be your enemies * 


A proſecution is wot the fern * to be takes with the 
thiefs of a rebel army. You muſt fight them, and when you have 
de them priſoners, then puniſb them. You would have thou- 
ings of decrees of accuſation to_paſs, fer EACH INDIVIDUAL 
WUST BE THE SUBJECT OF A SEPARATE PROSECU- 
ion, Id ORDER THAT NO MAN MAY BE DEPRIVED 
” THE MEANS OF, DEFEMCE., I vote for the * 
ut. — Speech of M. Hvar, January I, 1792. 
+ One of the principal motives which influenced this de- 
tee was, that the nation expected a decree of accuſation.As a 
PEW-YEAR'S GIPT,—SEC the fitting of January 1, 1792. 
IM. GEN TII, January 1, 1792. | y 

P And 
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And this loyal cry was favourably | received 
by the greateſt part of the Aſſembly: laſt ut 
mains of expiring decency, which, compreſſed h 
terror, or deſtroyed by corruption, was ſo 
— _ in che decree for a e ſequeſts 
mug IRON es 2182 Nen e 


£ Sun e endeavoured to extingil 
every freſn brand with which injuſtice ſought 
kindle the fire of hatred. Whenever aty: 


mediately ordered them to be conveyed-int 


afford no juſt ground of reſentment to th 
French nation. With equal ſolicitude Lov 


medium of the Miniſter for Foreign Affair. | b 0 


0 * 0 p % * „ 3 * . -v 
"4 | " : . . 


wt . 


band of Emigrants entered his territory; be im 


the interior. parts of Germany, that he mig 


XVI.“ was inceſſantly employed in 'temperiny ; 
the ardour diſplayed on the frontiers of France ; 
and in preventing that violation of "territory . 
which the defenceleſs ſtate of the Auſtrian N 8 
| therlands held out too ſtrong an invitation; ud r 
| while, on both ſides, a blind multicude wer , 
hurried on towards the ſame guiph by the ma 
contrary. impulſes, it was certainly a. glorioll . 
and a conſolatory ſpectacle to ſee two monarci 
one of whom muſt have been deeply. wounde 
„See his proclamation of the 4th Ian 1792» z ; 


his communication to the Aſſembly on the 17th through q 
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by ingrdtitude, and the other irritated by in- 
fult, forget or ſubdue: their own feelings, in 
der to preſerve humanity from the effetts of 
nn e "_ £5! 


3 S 7 


Well not EW was 7 iſſue of this firiggld 
between paſſion and wiſdom, between hatred and 
beneficence, uncertain; but victory evidently ap- 
peared diſpoſed to declare i in favout bf thoſe ſen- 
iments which were mbſt worthy of conqueſt, 
Not only had the vain ſolicitations of the Emi- 
rants or their leaders proved incapable of 
rming a ſingle power in their behalf, and ſub- 
kquent events placed this matter beyond the 
each of doubt; but even the coloſſal power of 
the Jacobins might have been reduced to con- 
ſume itſelf in deſpiſed offences, in unmaſked 
conſpiracies, in projects the pretexts for which 
would have always failed. Attend, PzopLE of 
France | and ſhudder while I point out what 
cataſtrophes were neceſſary to ſecure victory to 
the Jacobins, and to render the world a prey to 
crime; 


Four perſonages in particular were the ob. 
jets of their hatred, from the obſtacles which 


they oppoſed to the accompliſhment of their 
deſigns, 


I» 


P2 Lroror p. 


AD „ 


* 


212 DFFENCE or THE - + 
Laorenb. His tranquil wiſdem bad no 

once failed in counteracting their incendiary 

cmachinitions ; and his enlightened philanthropy 


was efficaciouſly vigilant to płeſerve the human 
race from the evils which threatened it. 


| Tas Frencu Mines. for Foreign Afairs, 
He was one of thoſe whom a noble illuſion had 
rendered blind to the errors or dangers of the 


new Conſtitution. Bound, by good faith, to 


the oath which he had taken; ingenious, active, 
prudent; reſolute, conciliating, all his efforts were 
exerted to ſecond the wiſhes of his ſovereign 
for the preſervation of peace. He ſerved u 
a ſupport to that good Prince, who, left to 
himſelf, might brave, but could not repel, the 
danger. He made no ſeruple to declare tha 
he was certain that he ſhould be able to prevent 


a war*, 


 GusTavus THE Third, An ardent 4 en 


terpriſing ſpirit, a noble and popular eloquence, 


a courage unſhaken amidſt the waves of ſedition, 
the moſt brilliant valour in the field of battle, his 


tank as Member of the a the ſentiment 


See bis examination, * Weta which % com- 


poſed i in priſon, and the letter which he wrote to 2 friend 


a ſhort time before his death, 
1 which 
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which be had openly manifeſted on the exceſſes 
of the French revolution, all combined to ren- 
der him formidable in the event of a declaration 


of war. + 


Laſtly, the Pr1wcs or CoyDe. It was known, | 
ſince the ſeven years war, that he was worthy of 
his name. It was known that his ſon and 
grandſon were with him, yec inbellem feroces 
progenerant Aquile Columbam. 


PzoPLE or FRANCE, attend. On the 23d of 
October, the Legiſlative Body had, in the Jour- 
val of their Proceedings, conſecrated TYRANNI- 
ez. —On the 17th of December, a man was 
arreſted at Worms, who was the leader of 
forty aſſaſſins who had arrived there with the 
intent of ſtabbing, on the 18th, the PRIxex or 
Coxpé and his ſans. —On the iſt of March, 
the Emperor died ſuddenly in dreadful convul- 
fions—Qn the 10th, the unhappy Læss an x 
was thrown into a priſon at Orleans, which he 
only quitted to be maſſacred. —On the 15th, 
the KI or SweDtn was murdered by an aſ- 


Brvzeror, who entered Wor ms wearing a croſs of 
the order of Malta, was recogniſed by a French traveller 


o whom he had robbed on the Frontiers, was examined by 
a > magiſtrates of Worms, and confeſſed all theſe circum- 
Nces, | g | 


P 3 _  ſaſlin, 


214 DEFENCE or "THE 

faſſin, whoſe buſt became an object of worſhip 0 
the National Convention of France. That ſame 
day, the Jacobins deprived the unfortunate 
Louis XVI. of the only friend he had te- 
raining in the Council“, and began to form 
for him a Miniſtry of their own.—T wo day 
after, the new Miniſter for Foreign Affiin 
went, decorated with the red cap, to thank the 
Facobins at their club, and to promiſe them 
war,—On the 23d, the general ſequeſtration waz 
impoſed on the property of all the Emigrants, 
in order to defray the expences of the war,— 
On the 26th, the new Miniſtry was completed, 
and only one friend to peace remained in the 
Council,-Qn the 19th of April, the fix Jacobin 
Miniſters ſurrounded the King and made him 
fign the declaration of war.— On the 2orh, they 
_ dragged him to the hall of the Aſſembly, where 
the Legiſlators anſwered his accents 'of grief 
and piety by cries of fury and rage. On the 
21ſt, the order was given to invade the territory 
of the ſon of LeoroLD, who had declared F his 
reſolution to imitate the conduct of his father, 


M. De Bertrand, Miniſter of the Marine, who, after 
his retreat, continued to the laſt to enjoy the confidence of 
his Sovereign. 

I + Memorial of PRINCE Kaunirz, in the name of the 
new Kine or Huxcarr, March 18th, 1792. 


6 
f 
| 
| 
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and who ſo little expected war, that four months 
elapſed before he was in a condition to begin it. 
In ſhort, it was only on the 18th of Auguſt, 
chat is eight days aſter the abolition of the French 
monarchy and the impriſonment of the Monarch, 
that the combined armies of Auſtria and Pruſſia 
entered France, accompanied by a body of five 
thouſand effective men, compoſed of Emigrants 
and commanded by the French Princes, 


Well] Prop x or Fran cx; are the merits 
of this grand cauſe ſufficiently explained? ? Do 
you here ſee, ſufficiently clear, who were the 
perſons that were really alone guilty of provoking 
this war, in which, when once begun, it was 
certainly natural to attempt to conquer, but 
which nevertheleſs will ever remain a mournful 
epoch in your annals as in the annals of the 
world; a war from which we muſt hope that 
Providence will deign to deliver us; for, as to 
human reaſon, the more ſhe thinks of it, the 
more impoſſible ſhe finds it either to continue or 
to conclude it. 


If we had the very confeſſion of the culprits 
themſelves, could it give any additional force to 
a demonſtration thus complete? Well, we have 
that confeſſion, Read all the debates, and all 
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the publicitivns'afrer the oth of Avgult 1792, 
particularly in the four months immediately fol. 
lowing; yo wil there find theſe words uttered 


and repeated by Bxissor, in ſpeaking t 


Lovis XVI.; we made bin declare tar, 10 put 
Um to the e. Amidſt eonfeflions equally 
explicit of PzTmON, BAABA RON, Rovin- 
SPIERRE, &c. you will find this phraſe of 
Color D*Htrors :=-12e were RESOLVED „ 
bave'war, becauſe war would kill royalty. But 
what do I ſay ? The very ſentence of death 
paſſed vpoh Bzrss0T ranks among his crimes 
the declaration of war, as another ſentence had 
ranked apoſtacy and atheiſm among the erimes 
of the infamous Goper ; and as another alſo, in 

conſiguing to puniſhment the moſt degraded 
of men, and the vileſt of parricides, ſtated that 
it was for having voted for the death of Lovis 
XVI. 1... Impenetrable decrees of Providence, 
who, by carrying trouble and infatuation into 
the councils of the wicked, made them attack 
each other, not only with their poniards, but 
with ſentences juſt though illegal, with accuſi- 
tions of real crimes alchough there were no lau- 
ful judges, with proceedings in which the ac- 
complice, | puniſhing his accomplice for the 
enormities which they had committed together, 
lefe the court condemned by his own lips, and 


5 in 
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in which the judge deſcending ſrom the tribunal 
was, in all reſpects, the equal of the BR 
hom he ſent to the ſcaffold. | 


Faencamen; I have trac this queſtion 
of the principle of the war, becauſe ſuch a 
variety of important intereſts are involved in it. 
I know very well what anfwer I ſhall receive. 
I ſhall be told F they were not the cauſe of the 
war, they wiſhed to be ſo. If they were unable 
to make the powers arm in their behalf, they 
ſpared no pains for that purpoſe. In this caſe then 
the intention conſtitutes the crime. To wiſh was 
to perform, to undertake was to execute. This 
bad been formally declared by à law paſſed an- 
terior to the fas. I ſhall notice this argument 
preſently; but firſt let me congratulate myſelf 
on the grand truth which I have eſtabliſhed be- 
yond all controverſy. It is certainly a great 
thing to have proved that the Emigrants are 
innocent, in point of fa, of the misfortunes 
which have befallen their country ; it is a great 
thing to have rendered it impoſſible for their 
perſecutors henceforth to impute to them any 
thing more than intentions ſtill unexecuted, 
paſſions as vain as they are ardent, errors as 
inoffenſive as excuſable, and reſentment as 
impotent as lawful, It is a great thing for 

them, 
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An PropLy or FRANCE, that their names 
will be hereafter ſeparated, in your memory and. 
in your ſentiments, from the regret or the 
ſufferings which you experience; that their 
misfortunes will not be aggravated by your 
hatred, that they will at leaſt obtain the whole 
of your commiſeration, if they do not obtain 
all that * ſhould lead you to grant m 


And even, forgetting Py * con- 
fining their attention ſolely to their. country, 
which is ever preſent to their minds, I am very 
certain that there is not one amongſt them who, 
ſeeing what turn this war has taken, how it haz 
loſt all that he wiſhed to ſave; and deſtroyed 
all that he wiſhed to defend, does not conſole 
himfelf with this ſatisfactory idea.—“ At leaſt, 
J am but its victim; I was not the means 
* of promoting it. At leaſt, my ſolicitations, 
* my groans, my rights were diſdained as mych 
tc by one ſide as by the other. At leaſt, thoſe 
* prophetic minds which gave to the declaration 
te of Pilnitz and the remonſtrance of Padus 
"0 the. appellation of Stage- trick“, have been 
cc juſtified 


2 Yielding, for he ſake of form, to che ſenſbility, u 
ee the importunate ſolicitations of the brothers of Lovis 


Gs . the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia ſigned that 
| «6 inſignificant 


FRENCH EMICRANTS. 219 
* juſtified by the event. At leaſt, thoſe powers 

« who kept us at a diſtance from their battles, 
tt and excluded us from their cartels, have 
« clearly demonſtrated that we neither were, 
« nor ever ſhould have been the objects of the 
« war. My country is the cauſe of my miſ- 
t fortunes ; but I am not the cauſe of her cala- 
t mities. I even enjoy the ſweet ſatisfaction 
« of extending forgiveneſs to her, but ſhe 


te will never have a right to extend her hatred 
© to me.” 


I return to you, too potent and too pitileſs 
accuſers, Yes, I am obliged to admit, that the 
penal Code of the 29th of September 1791, 


« infignificant and ſuperfluous Convention, the object of which 
« was deſtroyed by the laſt proceedings of the King of 
„France. Content with this demonſtration of intereſt, 
« which the refugees haſtened to circulate as a deciſive ma- 
« nifeſto, the two ſovereigns immediately returned to their 
« preceding neutrality, Not one of their ſoldiers flirred, The 
« Conſtitution received by the King of France, under pain 
« of depoſition, palſied that Convention of Piluitx, which 
« politicians have claſſed among the number Aue usr co- 
* MEDIES. ”” —Recapitulation of the Political Hiſtory of the 
Year 1791, publiſhed in January and February 1792, by 
M. Ma1i.iszT pu Pan. It will one day be known what 
gave riſe to that comedy, and how far its repreſentation was 


infignificant to the perſqns who played parts in it, no matter 
of _ at deſcription, 


"ac 
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ſecond part, firſt table, firſt ſection, Of crimes 


againſt the external ſafety of the State, inflicts the 
puniſhment of death on whoever ſpall be convicted 
of machinations or intelligence with foreign powers, 
za engage them to commit hoſtilities, or to point 
out to them the means. of waging war againf 
Frence, whether ſuch machinations or intelligence 
bave been followed by hoſtilities or not. But 
turn over the page and read with me. 


Section 2. Of crimes againſt the interr.al ſafety of the State. 


« Art. 2. All plots or attempts againſt the perſon of the King, 
« the Regent, or the preſumptive heir to the throne, ſhall te puniſhed 
6 with death.“ 


The King, you tay, betrayed us! I will alloy 


you for a moment to calumniate him. But 


had the preſumptive heir betrayed 1 22 


again: > 

* Art. 2. All eonſpiracies and plots tending to diſturb the State by 
« a civil war, by arming the citizens againſt each other, or againſt the 
« exerciſc of lawful authority, ſhall be puniſhed with death.“ 


Who armed, in 1792, the citizens of Marſeilles 


againſt the citizens of Paris? Who cauſed the 
national guard of Paris to be aſſaſſinated in 


1792? Who armed the Marſcillais againſt the 
exerciſe of all the lawful authorities in 1792! 
Who promoted the civil war in Morbiban, in 
La Vendee, at Lyons, in Calvados, in 1791, 


1792 
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1792, 1793, 79%" and n Turn over the 
page again: * D n 1 nan 
Section 3. | Crimer and attend TY TIE 


0 Art 4. An ontfliricits' or attempts to prevent the theilide,” 


« to effe& the diſſolution of the Legiſlative Body, or to prevent by force aud 
« violence the freedom of its deliber ations, ſhall be puniſhed with death.“ 


« Art. 6. Whoever ſhall haue been guilty of an attempt; to idvef 
* with armed men the place at which the Legiſlative Body holds its fit. 
« tings, or to intreduce artmed men into ſuch place; ye 97 


„„ 


Who, on the I of f Aft 1792, attacked 
and cauſed to be attacked with ſtones and knives 
the members f the Legiſlative Body? Who, on 
the morning of the roth of Auguſt, reduced the 
Legiſlative Body from 745 members to 284 
Who forced the remains of the Legiſlative Body 
to deliberate, arnidſt the noiſe of cannon, and 
in ſight of bayonets, pikes, and poniards ? 


Read again the 1ſt, 1 5th, and 19th articles of 
the ſame ſection; read the 5th ſection of the 
ſame title; read the law of the 16th of Sep- 
tember, and that of the agth, upon ſecurity, 
juſtice, and proceedings in criminal caſes. - 


Laws annibilated ! ſay you. C onflitution de- 
ftroyed ! 


Laws annihilated? Granted, But do -not 
then oppoſe thoſe laws to the Emigrants ; for 
| you 
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you will ſcarcely pretend that the ſame law is 
annulled with regard to you and exiſts with regard 
to us; that the articles which affect you have Joſt 
all their force, and that thoſe Meh affect u 
bare preſerved all their vigour? © | 


». Conſtitution deſtroyed And dene 95 
us.—And by what right ?—The right of arms, 
And you are the men who accuſe: the armed 
Emigrants ; you are the men who puniſh them 
for the intention, while you yourſelves are guilty 
of the fa?! They took up arms! And ſo did 
you. They wiſhed to overthrow the Conſtity. 
tion of 1791! And ſo did you. Burt they did 
not ſhake a ſingle line of it, while you tore 
it to pieces. They, too, had never acknowledged 

it, whereas you had ſworn to maintain it. | 


And what were the cauſes, the means, and 
the immediate effects of your war and your 
perjury? Againſt whom did you wage war 
when you took up arms before the 1oth of 
Auguft? Againſt whom did the armed Emi- 
grants wage it when they entered the French 
territory on the 18th of Auguſt ? In ſhort, there | 
are two queſtions to be ſolved here. By whom, 
and by what means, was the Conſtitution of 


1791 0 overthrown ? By whom; and by what 
means, 
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means, was another Conſtitution" eſtabliſhed = 
its place ? 


PropR or Fx aner, theſe two qitetions ſhall 
be anſwered not by the defender of the Emi- 
grants, but by their opprefſors.” I have re- 
peatedly told you that the perjured had boaſted 


of their perfidy, that the wicked had triumptied 


in their enormities,” Theſe details are either 
forgotten now, or perhaps were never known to 4 
great number of you. Attend firſt to Chazor, 
Cnanor member of the Committee of Super- 
intendence of the Legiſlative Body at the firſt 
inſtant, of its creation ; hear him haranguing in 
the tribune of the Jacobins, onthe gthof Septem- 
ber 2792, e maſſacres {till continued. 


| te No man has had a better opportunity than 
te myſelf of knowing all the ariſtocratic cor- 
« ruptions in the departments. In the Com- 
te mittee of Superintendence, from the beginning 
* of our ſeſſion, we have maintained a conſtant 
« correſpondence with all the departments and 


the popular clubs. IT rFoRMED A PART OF 


* THE PLAN OF INSURRECTION OF WHICH WE 
*© HAD THE DIRECTION, TO SUFFER ALL THE 
* DEPARTMENTS TO BE DISORGANISED, and 


« then the popular clubs (the Jacozixs) could, 


cc in 
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& in a moment, have ſucceeded dee. 
ce mental adminiſtrations *. BY 


„ 
one of the oracles of the Legiſlative Aſſembh, 
giving an account. of the conduct of that 


te 20th of November 1793, ſeventeen, days 


after the Emigrants had been e as ny 


of treaſon. | | 

© That Aſſembly, REVOLUTIONARY PROM m 
10 BIRTH, adopted means for indirectly preparing 
ec an inſurrection, which it conſidered as be- 
& ceſſary, but which i it could pot bring about in 
te 4 direct manner. In conſequence, THE 48 
cc SEMBLY ITSELF DISORGANISED the armed force 
ce of Paris; it broke the officers of the ſtaff; it 


« diſmiſſed the troops that were ſtationed here; 


« jt ſhut its eyes upon the i impotence of the con- 
« ſtituted authorities; 11 ARMED ALL THE ori- 
cc ZEN S WITH PIKES ; IT OPENED TO THEM THE 
c GATES OF THE T HUILLERIES, Where the Tyrant 
et had ſhut himſelf up ;—it attempted to bring 
< twenty thouſand men to Paris . . . Deſpotiſn 
ce beheld this meaſure with alarm Unfortunately 


* See the Journal of the ME ſiting of the ge of 
September 179%. "hi 
E 2 
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Aſſembly in the tribune of the Convention, oo 
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u the twenty thouſand men did not arrive—THE 
© NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS WERE | CALLED IN-— 
© thoſe which my department ſupplied had 
« marched two hundred leagues in eleven days 
« THEY WERE" HERE ET THE TENTH or 
« auGUST , \ Tu REVOLUTION WAS  AC+ 
* COMPLISHED'®,” IDK: Np nn 


11) Jafid of 


Pere or France! you are not a little ſur- 


piles, I believe, at ſeeing in this circurmſtantial 
account that the rant was the man who had not 
even, authority, enough to keep the doors of his 
own bouſe ſhuts and that the oppreſſed. were 
the men who. d;/argam/ed,. diſmiſſed, called in, 
broke, armed, and-,, wade. revolutions, It is 
| needleſs to repeat to you the ſpeeches of Ro- 
BERSPIERRE T, Contor D*Hzzxporsf, Jerome 
PkTHION $, \BaxBaxoux||, and many others F, 
who made the ſame conſeſſion. You know 
now by whom and by what means the Conſtitu- 
tion of 1791 was overthrown. 


® See the Journal of France, of the 11th November 1792, 
No. 51, and the Moniteur of the ſame date, No. 317. | 


+ In the Convention, November 5th. 
At the Jacobin Club, November 5th. 
{ Letters to the people, to the Convention, and to the 
Jacobins, on the 10th and 21ſt of November, 
{| In the Convention, zoth October. 
In the Convention, 2gth October, &c, 
Q By 


a 
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By whom and by what means was another 
eſtabliſned in its place? Borssy 'D*' ANGL as hay 
told you that before me; he has told you, that 
th firſt: moments of the Republic were polluted by 
wicked uſurpers; he has told you, that theſe.vil- 
lains founded their uſurpation on the 7200 monſtrous 
corporations of the Pariſian Commune and ile 
Facobin Club ; he has told you, that they concerted 
| together the maſſacres of the 2d of September, i 
order to efabliſh at once the empire of death, of ter- 
ror, and of crime ;—he has told you. . but why 
all theſe citations ? In this caſe none of you de 
ignorant of any thing, none of you have for- 
gotten any thing. They art not even recollett- 
ions that follow you; they are pictures "that 
inveſt you; they are ſenſations that never quit 
you; they are your ou hands ſtill bearing the 
marks of the chains which they dore; they are 
the traces of blood with which your own was to 
have been mixed; they are the ſhades, wander- 
ing around you, of the many cheriſhed victims, 
who inceſſantly repeat to you, that on the 10th 
of Auguſt 1792 the reign of Louis XVI. ended, 
and that on the 1oth of nn 1792 the Fo 
of ROBERSPIERRE began! 


Let any one ſtand forward bold enough to 
tell you that thoſe men were criminal, who be- 


lieved that if one of the two, Louis XVI. or 
4 5 Cauzox, 
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Canson, was\perjured, it was not Louis XVI.; 
that if one of the two, Louis XVI. or Ropers» 
PIERRE, was à tyrant, it was not Louts XVI.; 
thoſe men who ſaw in Louis XVI. the lawful 
and beneficent prince whom it was their duty to 
defend, and in RoßkkRSPIERRE the odious and 
ſanguinary uſurper whom it was their duty to 
enchain ; thoſe who thought that it was better 
for Frenchmen to be the ſubjects and fellow- 
citizens of Lovis XVI. than the ſlaves and 
victims of RoBtnsPIERRE; thoſe who, if their 
means had correſponded with their wiſhes, and 
their ſtrength had been equal to their courage, 
would have ſpared you, PeopLE of France ! all 
the diſgrace and puniſhment which the two 
years reign of that execrable monſter heaped 
upon your heads, and all the diſorders and mis- 
fortunes which it left behind i it. Ah! if, on tha 
firſt day of that infernal tyranny, the zeal of all 
the friends of virtue and the laws had been 
ſeconded and united; if the natural leaders of 
ſuch an enterpriſe had had counſellors as prudent 
as their rights were ſacred; if, inſtead of all 
thoſe manifeſtoes, of which the leaſt that can be 
ſaid is that they were ſenſeleſs, a voice had 
exclaimed, «© Jo me every Frenchman who 
c wiſhes to ſave the liberty of his country, the life 
* of his King, the exiſtence of his family, the repoſe 
Q 2 « and 
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« and the. property of all bis. fellow-citizens 


'Pzoez! I appeal to you, whether the French {MW * 

emigration would not have increaſed a hundred. ll * 

fold; whether the armed Emigrants would net : 

- bave had moſt of thoſe men for their companion il | 

who are now their judges ; and whether, inſtey 1 

of being accuſed as they now are for having 

taken vp arms, the accuſations would not in a 
that caſe have been confined. to ſuch as had 

taken 1 no part in that pious and patriotic cruſade! F 

| Though theſe chiefs were miſled by their guides 4 

1 | betrayed. by their agents, deceived by thei L 

| emiſſaries F though they were inceſſantly mad 9 

to miſconceive their cauſe, to repel their alli, 4 


ro offend their, friends, to deſtroy their ſuppon 
It is ſtill not leſs true that the ſoldier who, i 

the ſimplicity of his heart, went, the day af Wil = 
the 10th. of Auguſt, to offer them his afliſtan 
and his arms, was nothing elſe than a oldie 
armed, , againſt RopzrsPIERRE; that in entering 
the F rench territory on the 18h of Auguſt, be 

entered. the territory of RonzxsPierRE; that then 
he was like Trahybulus haſtening from the plac 


of his exile to the relief of his oppreſſed fellow- 4 
| citizens ; that at that epoch, in ſhort, he could = 
not devote himſelf for his Prince, without de- 1 
voting himſelf, at the ſame time, for his countr}, i 
without devoting himſelf for you, PxzorLs 0 ſt 


FRAnci' 
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France ! and when you are not aſked to reward, 
but merely to abſolve that devotion, the moſt im- 
meaſe tribute is paid to bad fortune that ſhe ever 
received. Let us eraſe, PzxoyLE oFiiFrancD! 
let us eraſe from the fatal liſt the name of every 
Emigrant who took up arms at the r of 


the 10th of 8 1792. 


But 1 hear our perſecutors exclaim He has 
blaſphemed our folemnities ! he curſes the very 
days which we celebrate ! even while be ſeeks to 
ſoften the Republic in bis favour, be cannot refrain 
from offending ber. Even while he preſcribes to 
himſelf the language of peace and ſubmiſſion, 
movements eſcape him which betray both his ſecret 
reſentment and his perſevering revolt, 


PzopLE or FRANCE ! I do not betray myſelf; 
nothing eſcapes me; what I'ſay, I mean to ſay. 
Above all I wiſh to appear what I really am. 
If I ſpoke any other language to you, if I 
were capable of contradicting or even of repreflitg 
the ſentiments of my mind; in ſhort, if pre- 
ſenting myſelf before you as an entire new man, 1 
came to proſtitute a blind ſubmiſſion to the mere 
name of your Republic, without diſtinction of 
times or chiefs, then you would have been right 

to * me. But I deſire it to be well under- 
C3 ſtood, 
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ſtood, on the contrary, that I make all theſe 
diſtinctions. The Republic which began on 
the gth of Thermidor by the fall and puniſhment 
'of the tyrants'of France, the Republic which 
was eſtabliſhed on the 5th of Meſſidor on the 
| baſis of the new conſtitutional compact, is that 
which I think may poſſibly deſerve my ſub. 
miſſion and extort my homage ; that with which 
we may treat for the ruins of our wretched 
families without a ſcruple of conſcience or a 
violation of honour, But that Republic whoſe 
falſe and odious name was uttered from the 
320th of Auguſt to the gth of Thermidor ; that 
Republic, all-ſtained with the deareſt and moſt 
ſacred blood, could never excite any other ſen- 
timent than the contempt of evecy rational 
being, and the execration of every juſt man, 
And it is my intention, when I come to diſcuſs 
the queſtion of policy, to appreciate with you, 
PzoPLE or FRANCE! thoſe ſolemnities, thoſe 
hymns, thoſe harangues, thoſe oaths-of hatred, 
thoſe anniverſaries of murder; in a word, thoſe 
feſtivals which they tell you are always dedicated 
to happineſs, but which reſemble ſacrifices made 


to the Fories. It is my intention to prove to 


you, that it is all over with your Republic, if 
you perſiſt in placing its cradle with that of 
ROBERSPIERRE' 's tyranny; if you do not dig an 


abyſz 
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abyſs between the reign of erimes and the reign 
of the laws, ſo vaſt as to preclude the paſſibility 
of approximating its ſides. But let us avoid 
anticipation,” and finiſh the: queſtion of the 
Emigrants whe ge borne eren biua: 


It would be , as chuck of walk to un- 
dertake the juſtification of all the Emigrants 
who waged war from the 2d of September 1791, 
to the 9th of Thermidor 1794. FRENCHMEN, 
when your tyrants wiſhed to convert you into 
a nation of ſoldiers, when they. wiſhed to ſend 
you all to the field of battle, what cry did they 
cauſe to reſound in your ears? By what ſprings 
did they make you march againſt thoſe foreign 
cohorts, which, at that time, only ſeemed to 
advance againſt them? Did they not merely 
ſay—they are coming to maſſacre your children and 
your wives? What was the conſequence of 
that cry? I appeal to yourſelves, With what 
a dreadful accent did you repeat To arms, 
citizens! France till reſounds with the noiſe, 
With what torrents did you deluge the plains 
of your enemies? Europe is ſtill alarmed at it. 
And yet it was nothing more than a vain threat. 
But they were not vain terrors which your 
wretched fellow-citizens, the unhappy Emigrants, 


were made to experience, on account of their 
Q 4 families, 
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families, who remained in the power of their 
tyrants. | They were not told, —ibey are going ty 
maſſacre; but they are in the att of maſſacring, 
and this- during two years! and yet, none of 
them ſhould have called 1% arm And thou. 
ſands of voices ſhould not have repeated the 
cry? Were they not men alſo, then? Were 
they not Frenchmen alſo? What would yoy 
have felt, what would you have done in their 
place ? Would the groans of.a murdered mother 
or wife, the body of a ſon or a brother have 
affected you with leſs violence than fantaſtical 
fears and theatrical modulations ? 


| But admire the connection of all theſe acts of 
barbarity to which they have proſtituted the name 
of Law! The decree which pronounced 7be 


taken in arms, ſtands placed, by its date, between 
the 2d of September and the 23d of October 1792; 
that is to ſay, between the butcheries of Ropess- 
PIERRE and the law of CoLLot DHR BOB. 
Thus, on the 24 of September they cut out 
families into pieces; on the 9th of OFober they 
declare us guilty of treaſon if we take up arms4 
and, on the 23d of Oktober they paſs the decree, 
which, depriving us of country and property, 
* to a part of us no other reſource thap army 


not 


pain of | death on every Emigrant who ſhould I 
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not only to obtain juſtice, not only to recover our 
property and our homes, but to procure a phy- 
ſical ſubſiſtence, to avoid dying with d on 
the ſpot. 


Some of us indeed might have received aſſiſtance 
ſrom our relations who were not yet maſſacred, 
and, by that means have been at liberty to chooſe 
what exile we pleaſed, and to fallow what line 
of conduct we thought proper; but a decree ® 
was paſſed, forbidding, under pain of death, all 
farhers and ſons remaining in France to ſend 
ſupport to their children and parents in exile, _ 


Others, who were ſo fortunate as to have ſaved 
their families, and with them the wreck of their 
fortune, thought that they would, at leaſt, be 
allowed to vegetate in peace in ſome obſcure 
and melancholy ſolitude ; but another decree was 
paſſed, declaring all the money and moveables 
belonging to Emigrants, who ſhould be ſeized in 
foreign countries, to be confiſcated to the Republic f. 


Laſtly, the dread of expoſing a family, who 
ſtill remained in the power of the tyrants; un- 


On the accomplices of the Emigrants. 


+ Decree of 4th December 1792. | 
eaſineſs 
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eaſineſs as to the views of the allies and the prin. 
ciples of the war; the phyſical poſſibility of 
finding ſome other reſource ; a thouſand motives 
founded on local or perſonal conſiderations, per: 
fuaded a great majority of the Emigrants, that i 
was their fate and perhaps their duty to remain 
paſſive until their country ſhould become juſt 
again; when another decree came to teach them, 
that they would gain nothing by ſuch conduct, 
if they ſhould happen to fall into the hands of 
the French armies. A decree truly incompre- 
henſible, a decree explanatory of the lau paſſed 
againſt the Emigrants who ſnould be taken in 
arms, literally declares that every French Eni. 

grant, who is or ſhall be taken in the comntrit 
occupied by the troops of tbe Republic, making 
OR ' HAVING MADE @ part of the Aſſemblies 
armed OR Nor ARMED, ſhall be DEMED To 
HAVE SERVED AGAINST FRANCE. Ay 


And all theſe decrees were nominatively con- 
firmed by a law in 1794, and were conſecrated 
in a maſs by the Conſtitution of 1795 *, 


Thus 


It is my deſire that theſe quotations ſhould be verifed, 
particularly the laſt ; for whatever degree of confidence you 
may honour me with, it appears to me that you muſt often 
have ſome difficulty in believing me. This decree was paſſed 
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Thus, by the conſtitutional Jaws by which 


France is now governed, it is a capital and un- 
pardonable crime in the Emigrant, to have 
taken up arms againſt the murderers of their 
families, againſt the theft that purfued them to 
the very end of the world, againſt the aſſaſſina- 
tion that left them no means of eſcape, againft 
a legiſlation that compelled them to be Emi- 
grants, that forbade them, under pain of death, 
to become ſoldiers while it reduced them to the 
neceſſity of becoming ſo, and that finiſhed by 
telling them— Be /o or be not Jo, whenever We 
take you, you will be deemed to have been ſo.— 
We are now come to the month of Thermidor. 


Governors of France! it was then in your 
power to fix with juſtice the ſeal of criminality on 
ALL Frenchmen who ſhould remain in arms 
againſt the Republic. If you had wiſhed, in 
ridding yourſelves of RopersPIERRE, to purify 
yourſelves from ALL his crimes, and, in cutting 
off his head, to obliterate all his tyranny :—If 
you had ſaid to foreign powers, —Let us ſuſpend 
onr combats, the enemy of ſociety is no more. 


* 


— 


on the 2oth, and ſealed on the 29th of March 1793. It 
was ſcrupulouſly tranſcribed in the decree of reviſion of the 25th 
Brumaire, in the 3d year (November 18, 1794). It appears 
under theſe two duties in the Code of the Emigrants publiſhed * 
at the Preſs of the Depoſitory of the Laws, 7 

0 
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To the Emigrants, let us put. a flop io our 
diſſentions, our tyrant and your's has perifbed := 
If, in the name of the regenerated country, 
you had recalled to your boſom all ſuch: of 
her children as that monſter had baniſhed; 
If, commiſerating their juſt griefs, if offering 
them all the reparation that was ſtill poſſible, 
if, reſpecting their lawful affections, and thei 
inconteſtible rights, you had propoſed to them to 
come and deliberate with their fellow-citizens on 
the form of Government which it might pleaſe 
the French to adopr, on the means which exiſted 
and which ſtill exiſt of reconciling the intereſt of 
the old with that of the new proprietors, on the 
quantum and proportion of the ſacrifices which 
ALE muſt make to repair calamities to which 
the paſſions of ALL had contributed. —Laſtl, 
if, after ſo noble and affecting a return to the 
paths of juſtice, you had apprized them that in 
future they would wage war not againſt Rosxxs. 
PIERRE but againſt their CounTRzy, and that to 
wage an offenſive war againſt their Country 1s 1 
crime for which no puniſhment is too great :—tit 
Emigrants, who, reſiſting ſuch an invitation, 
ſhould have remained in arms, would now form 
but one claſs, to which I ſhould in vain en- 
deavour to apply any other appellation than that 
of Criminal. The expedition to Quiberon, un- 


dertaken under ſuch circumſtances, would have 
| 14 
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been a parricide plot. The army of Conde, in- 
ſtead of offering to my ſight a generous troop, 
would appear only as a criminal aſſemblage. 


What you had not * on the gth of Ther- 
mider, you ſhould naturally have been led to do 
on the 5th of Meffidor in the following year 
(June 21, 1795), that day which, was the firſt, 
ſince the 14th. of July 1789, in which France 
had ſeen any. thing ariſe. which could be called a 
bcial compact. When it was acknowledged 
by yourſelves, that, during fix years, crime 
bad been continually increaſing ; it might be 


hoped chat, in putting an end to its progreſs, 
you would grant ſatisfaction to its victims. 


But neither of theſe two epochs, nor any of 
thoſe which followed, ſaw you accord to the | 
ſolicitations of public conſcience. and of public: 

reaſon, that grand act of morality and policy. 
On the contrary, juſtice, which, in her turn, 
was conſtantly increaſing, was arreſted in her pro- 
greſs in the ſixth week, whereas crime had been 
ſuffered to advance to the ſixth Year. Scarcely, 
ProrlE or FRANCE | had you begun to breathe, 
when, in all parts, you demanded the return at 
leaſt of thoſe of your exiled fellow-citizens, 
whoſe innocence had been proved to you. As 


ro 
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td the others, whoſe cauſe had not yet been if. 


veſtigated, your Generals, at leaſt, took care 


that their victories ſhould no longer be polluted by 
aſſaſſinations ; France had recovered Yalenciennes 
without a wound to her ſenſibility, or a blot upon 
her honour. But new orders arrived to enchain 
the loyalty of the troops, and to repel the wiſhes 
of the citizens. The former' were obliged to 
renew the aſſaſſinations at Bois le- Duc, at Nie- 
port, at Slugs, and at res. Soon after, that 


| decree, called, nobody knows why, 4 decree of 


reviſion, collected together and perpetuated in- 
diſcriminately all the Jaws of CoLLor pH- 
ors and ROBERSPIERRE “. This was | followed 


by 


See the Decree of the 18th of November 1794 (25th 
Erumaire, zd year). It even goes ſo far as to pronounce the 
pain of death againſt a daughter or a mother, who ſhould 
ſeud a father or a ſon who had emigrated pecuniary afiftance. 
(Art. 9. Sect. 3. Art. 5. Tit. 4.) It declares that in 10 cg 


can Emigrants be tried by a Jury. (Art. 12. Tit. 5.) That a 


RivoLuTIONARY TRIBUNAL ſhall remain authorized to try 
them in concurrence with the Criminal Tribunals. (Art. 19th; 
ſame Title.) That any perſon who ſhall denounce or ſeize 
Emigrants, ſhall have a reward of ſo much per head after the 


execution. (Art. 1. ſame Title.) That every perſon accuſed 


of being a returned Emigrant, on the affirmation of two citizens 
of . known civiſm, who ſpall certify the identity, ſhall be con- 


demned to die and executed within 24 hours, without any delay, 
appeal, or arreft of judgment. (Art. 3 and 4. ſame title.) That 
every Emigrant <ho ſhall be taken, having been ont of an aſſemblage 
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by ten others, which aggravated its enormity ; 
and, by a new act of inconſiſteney, all theſe ini- 
quitous proceedings were going on during the 
eſtabliſhment of a new Conſtitution, every prin- 

— —-—- — ————ͤ—— — 
x0T ARMED, Hall be confidered as having borne arms againſt 
France, and in conſequence thereof tried by frve Commiſſariet, 
given up to the executioner, and put to death within 24 hours," | 
(Art. 7. and 8. ſame. Title.) That be game  condutt ſpall be: 
irved with all Foreigners ape, Jubjequent ts the 14th of Jah 
1789, have quitted the ſervice of the Republic, (which did not 
exiſt till 1792,) a-d who, after having abandoned their poſt,/ 
the foreign regiments were ſuppreſſed,) have joined the Emi 
pants, (Art. 9. id.) That all the retroactive Emigrants, 
created by the complementary law of Ros zx$PIERKE on 
he 28th of Mareh 1793, that is to ſay, ſuch as have been 
bſent from France a ſingle day fnce the g1h.of May 1792, 
fill remain Emigrants. (Art. 1 and 2. Tit. 1.) That every 
perſon is an Emigrant, who, during the invaſion of France by 
fireign armies, quitted that part of the territory of tba Republic 
which avas not invaded „in order to reſide upon the part occupied 
by the enemy (that is to ſay, that the mother of a, family 
who, dreading the bombardment of Lille, fled with her 
children to Tvurnay, deſerved confiſcation and death for her- 
ſelf and her children. Art. 4. Tit. 1.) That every perſon 17 ; 
an Emigrant who, having tauo places of refidence, one in France 
and the other in a foreign country, ſhall not prove that he has 
refided without interruption in the former fince the 9th of May 
1792. (Art, 3. Tit, 1) Whence it follows, that if the 
public power has a right to enact ſuch a law in France, it 
has neceſſarily the ſame right in a foreign country; and that 
if the two powers, within whoſe juriſdiction the #0 places of 
refedence are ſituated, ſhould enact the ſame law, a man would 
be puniſhed with death, with his whole family, for not having 
been in two different places at the ſame time; & c. &c. &c. 


ciple 
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ciple of which they violated; aud during the a, 
cuſation of a hundred criminals, whoſe examply 
they conſecrated. The club of the Jacobiy 
was deftroyed, and the projects which they 
hatred had engendered were executed; Fox. 
QUIER TinviLLs was condemned for bavin 
made out lifts of proſcription, and every depan. 
ment was ordered to furniſh a ſimilar liſt eren 
three months“. In the ſame decade, LI Bon 
was accuſed. of the maſſacres at Arras; and th 
maſſacres at Vunnes, Auray, and Quiberon wer 
preſcribed ; J and Lz Bow in vain exclaime 
My: Crimes are the Crimes of the Conveniin 
While we were expoſed to every ſpecies of i- 
quiſition which injuſtice could deviſe or cruelty 
enforce, we were excluded from the advantages 
of every act of equity and humanity, Was it 
propoſed to recall the victims who had been the 
objects of tyrannical perſecution? The Eni. 
grants were excepted : To ſuppreſs confiſcation? 
The Emigrants were excepted : To aboliſh capita 
- puniſhments ? The Emigranis were excepted: 
To make reſtitution of the property of con- 
demned perſons? The children of Emigrant: 
were excepted: To enſure to all citizens the free 
exerciſe of their civil and political rights? Ti 
' ® See the Deere of Revition, Tit. 3. of . of 

Emigrants. 
relations 
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relations of Emigrants were excepted: Err mort, 
PaveLy or Pranes, after having ſpotted with 
dur misfortunes as wicht your rights; after Hav- 
ing made our profeription a part of the conſti- 
totional code, as they enchained your fovereiguty 
in the mode of accepting it; after having erafed 
our names from the Ft of your fellow- citizens 
as they forcibly retained theit own on the liſt of 
your repreſentatives, by the ſoffrage of cannon; 
they complered their eriminal audacity by that 
fimous: late of the 34 of Brumaire, which renders 
your Tegiſlation the ſcandal, and your fiberty the 
fable of the univerſe';—by « san, Au- 
vrsrr, in which all 757 aſſaſtns are included, 
nd from whict afl rhe fugitives : the cone 7 
— are excluded! © . © 


wel F At leaſt perſecution ſtops here ? At 
leaft we and aur perſecutors ean have nothing 
more to do with: each other ? No, they have 
not yet done with us. Their decrees having ex- 
pelled us from France? their treaties new expel 
us from foreign countries. Formerly a noble 
conqueror, giving peace to a barbarous Republic, 
forbade her, as the firſt condition; 70 facrifice 
buman victim in future; but theſe men, on the 
comrary, preſcribe fuch ſacrifices, not only to 
the nations s they eonquer, but to their allies. 
R Even 


are equal to a ſentence of death! Thus, in the 


not permit us to enjoy even the e 


Criminal who is ſtill armed againſt oppreſſion 
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Even the people that have been ſuffered to lemi ; 
neuter. in their wars, have not been allowed u n 
remain neuter in their hatred . The + fovereig ; 
againſt whom they affected to hoiſt the ſtandul Wl 


of liberty, has been forced, by the ſword, 9 
become a deſpot, to violate the laws of hoſpi 
tality ꝓ, and to order arbitrary baniſnments which 


moſt diſtant. place of exile, we are not ſheltered 
from their attacks! Thus could we forget them, 
we could never be forgotten by them ! Thus 
either that country, which is. ſtill our own, vil 
recall us to her boſom; or, until death hull 
have releaſed us from our ſufferings, they vil 


quillity of the grave! 


And can JvsTrce confider that man u 


ſo: ſanguinary, againſt fury ſo. inſatiate? Ab! 
theirs. is the crime, who, having it in thei 


power to reconcile all the French, perſiſt in the 


gee the injunctions delivered t to Switzerland. | 
1 See the laſt Treaties, | | 
2. Mais j Je ſuis malheureux i lnndcent, Etranger: 501 


Si le ciel t'a fait Roi, c'eſt pour me protẽger. 
One of the Athenian Laws inflicted a double fine _ 


paſa ne 6d any injury to a foreigner. | 


determination 
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determination to arm them againſt each other, 
in order to render their diviſion the baſis of their 
own ſcandalous fortune and their own deteſtable 
domination, The crime is theirs who puniſh” 
thouſands of unfortunate beings for the very 
neceſſity to which they themſelves have reduced 
them. The crime is theirs who declare war, 
and yet will not ſuffer themſelves to be oppoſed; 
who have recourſe to every means of attack, and 
yet will admit of no means of defence; who 
break capitulations, promiſe men their lives 
if they will lay down their arms, and then put 
them to death. The crime is theirs who cas 
lumniate the memory of the victims whoſe heads 
they have cut off; who ; . . bur I will not pro- 
ceed; ſor it is my wiſh to point out the inno- 
cent and not the criminal ; ſuch is the fatality of 
my ſituation, to which I muſt and will ſubmit; 
that I muſt, | at the ſame time, denounce aſſafſina- 
tion, and caſt 4 vell over 08 doen cmd 


Proprx or FRANCE! it ſeems that I ought 
not to finiſh here the article relating to the Zmi- 
grants who have borne arms, Hatred expects 
her part; - but a ſentiment ſtill more invincible 
has juſt taken poſſeſſion of my ſoul; I juſt now 
pronounced the name of Quiberon, and all the 
n which it recalls to my mind at once ſur- 
ly R 2 rounded 
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' rounded and affailed me. I ſaw the young Sou. 
BRRUIL, Who, + hinafelf. alone/'excepted from the 
capitulation which he made on the field of batgh, 
returned to tell his comrades, you are ſaved jo 
but he did not ſay.— am devoted! —l fee the 
brave DR GREY, who, faithful to the capity- 
lation, ſwam to his frigates to ſtop their fire 
and, not leſs faithful to his word, ſwam back 
again to take his place among the priſoners! 
L ſee thoſe heroes of humanity, - who; after thei 
feſt victory, forced their priſoners from the mur- 
dorous hands of the Chouans z and thoſe honou- 
able heroes, who, when led to death, would ac 
effect their eſcape. from a feeble eſcort, deemin 
themſelves: bound by a facred -promile ; and 
thoſe patriotic heroes, who made the Tempe“, 
converted into a priſon for them, reſound with 
their vous and. their prayers for the bappings of 
Francs! I ice a Biſhop, fifteen, Prieſts, and. 4 
HUNDRED AND. SEVENTY -F1VE Officers who did 
not ſell their lives dearly, becauſe their enemies 


"nome to. reſpect in caſe they vould, ceaſe; to 


0 The Church belonging to the 3 at — An 
exact account of theſe particulars may be found in the N. 
lun of M. os CRHAVNERIIX, an Officer of the Navy. wh 
eſcaped from the maſſacres at Aurgy, and Vannes; an afﬀfeQng 
and admirable compoſition, on which I ſhould here expatiat 
more at large, if I bad not W er 


| | defend 
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defend them; I ſee them protected, in vain, by 
officers who" would net condemn them, by folz 
diers who would not ſhoot them, and by a whole 
victorious army which atteſted their efforts 15 
ſpare Repuòlican blood. I ſee them all cons 
demned and executed by Belgians and Liegeois in 
the name of the French Republic! I ſee the laſt 
orders arrive for exterminating even children 
under ſixteen , even the wounded, even the 
ſervants; ONE' HUNDRED AND xtonr unfortu- 
nate beings whom even the Commiſſioners had 
not courage to condemn. I ſee wounded men, 
not in à condition to be removed, ſhot oh theit 
mattraſſes Seeing theſe things, I feel remotſe 
in my heart, I ſhudder at the thought of ſuffet- 
ing it to be underſtood, that in this claſs of men, 
which contains ſo many victims to deplore, ſo 
many heroes to honour, and ſo many innocent 


perſons to defend, I could find criminals to des 
noun ce. | | | 


I will not, however, incur the deeper re- 
morſe that would ariſe from the ſeparation of 
theſe criminals from the propitious crowd which 
conceals them from my ſight, and covers their 
errors with all 5 * own rights. But yes, if it | 


Od APO Nats 1 Ibid, f Ibid, 
| RZ be 
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be true that ſome individuals, after having been 
the firſt to promote the Revolution, wiſhed to 
take excluſive poſſeſſion of it on their own ac- 
count - if it be true, that, without having been 
wounded in their affections, or injured. in their 
rights, without having felt a ſingle ſpark of that 
noble enthuſiaſm which makes a man fly to the 
relief of loyalty and innocence; (for at a time 
when fraternal ſocieties were formed for violating 
the rights of humanity, others might perhaps be 
formed for the pupoſe of affording them pro- 
tection) if it be true, I ſay, that from vanity, 
from intrigue, from corruption, ſome men ſpe : 
culated upon public diſſenſions, and impoſed on 
the inexperience of ardent, and loyal youths; 
that, by the urſurpation of a ſacred name, 


by falſe promiſes, by threats preferred in 
Honour's name, they cauſed even thoſe country- 
places which had experienced no interruption of 
tranquillity to be deſerted, and dragged out of 


France all that venerable claſs of men, fimple as 


their reſidence, pure as their origin, who, brought 
up in the obſervance of one only law, ſacrificed 
themſelves to that law ;—if it be true, that ſome 


were even ſo far exaſperated and led aſtray, as to 
favour the crimes of their enemies in order to 


ruin them, and to encourage licentiouſneſs in 


order to diſcredit liberty ;—if, on one fide as on 
the 
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the other, peace and reconciliation met with in- 
vincible enemies; if, when ſo many voices made 
the echoes of the Seine repeat the cry of- O 
MEDIATION ! there were ſome that made thoſe of 
the Rhine reply o ACCOMMODATION !l—Yes, 
doubtleſs, thoſe men are criminal... But 
how many of them now remain ? But where are 
thoſe who do remain to be found ? How are 
they to be convicted? And, beſides, who has a 
right to try them? towards whom have they 
been criminal? Alas! towards their wretched 
families, moſt probably, who have too ſeverely 
expiated their paſſions, and who, from the grave, 
grant them their forgiveneſs, and aſk for them 
the forgiveneſs of others; towards that un- 
happy Louis XVI., who pardonned both im- 
prudent zeal and ungrateful perfidy, both the 
errors and the crimes of the Revolution“ 
towards the maſs of Emigrants, who, when 
they hope for a general reconciliation, will not 
nouriſh private hatred, and have already abjured 
reſentments more difficult to conſign to ob- 
livion :—towards that eternal and unwritten 
law, which you muſt ceaſe to outrage before you 
affect to avenge. But aſſuredly they are not 
eriminal towards you, Republicans; for it is 


® See his adorable WII I. 
R 4 probably 
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| probably to their ſyſtem that you are indebted 


for the eſtabliſhment, of your Republic. They ro 
are not criminal with reſpect to your vritten lay 
laws; for againſt them, as againſt us, againſt all 
the Emigrants of every deſcription, not a ſingle thi 
decree has been paſſed which did not emanate _ 

From accuſations without a crime ; 

From eondemnations without a trial; 

From retroactive puniſhments ; ; 

Erom the infraction of exiſting and known 
laws ; ; 5 | ſeq 

From uſurping villany, which polluted the An 
moments of the Republic ; "M 


From . thoſe two monſtrous corporations, the 
Facobins and the Commune of the 10th of Auguſt; 


From theſe maſſacres of the 2d of September, 
which they conſpired together ; | | be | 
From the empire of terror, of crime, and of 
death ; | 
From that Throne 'the feps of which were 
compoſed of heaps of ruins and dead bodies * ; 
From the reign of RozzrsPieRReE; 
From the Legiſlation of CoLLoT p'Hepols; 


®* You certainly have not forgotten the report of the 
Commiſſion of Eleven, whenee all theſe expreflions, ſo precious ﬀ this 
as confeſſions, are extracted ;—as proofs, truth had no need of 
them. (See pp. 127, 128, 129. 1 


In * 
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Ia ſhort, from the crimes which have Boen 
gradually increaſing for fix years . That is to 


ſay, that there is not one of thoſe decrees which 
Jusriox does not rejeR ; that there is not one of 
thoſe written Laws which can be called Law, 
which can ever be regarded as a Law: Nezqve 
IN POPULO LEX, ETIAM SI POPULUS ACCEPERIT. 


It is true then, that we are come to the laſt con- 
ſequence which I announced; © That the whole 
* nation, much leſs a ſingle individual, would 


have no right to paſs ſuch decrees againlt an 
te individual.” 


It is true then, that if this great cauſe was to 
be ultimately tried by the laws of JusTics, there 
is not ons object of proſcription ſtill exiſting 
whoſe ſentence would not be revoked, and who 
would not be placed in ſuch a poſition that his 
future condu would decide, whether he ſhould 
preſerve the. rights of innocence, or incur the 
juſt puniſhment of real crime, 


You, Prorrr or Francr, vill not oppoſe 
this laſt codclvfioh which your wiſhes Rave 


Nor the report of another Cemmiſion by te ere 
BourDoON bg L*O188.: (P. 137.) 


7 


long 


| I thus exert, to the very laſt, my whole ſtrength 
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long ſince anticipated, and have frequently called 
for. But when among you, colleagues of 
CoLLoT b'HerBors and of RoßzRSTYIERRR, I 
wiſh not to diſcover any more criminals; when Ml 
I ſeek to eftabliſh a principle, with reſpe& to the Ml th: 
crimes committed before the gth of Thermidor, 
&« That Divine Juſtice has made this diſtinction; 
« that thoſe whom it ſtruck during or fub. 
« ſequent to the commiſſion of thoſe crime: 
10 were, apparently, the only direct authors oſ 
them, while thoſe whom it ſpared were the firſt 
ec victims of the villains, being forced to become 
« their accomplices: Even when obliged to te- 
member the laſt attempts of your laſt revolution- 
ary Committees, I would neither ſee nor indicate 
the men to whom they were imputable ; when 


to ſnatch them from the fangs of crime, and 
when my ſentiments, my projects, my diſcourſe, 
arid my filence, all tend only to invite repent- 
ance, and to enlarge the paths of innocence; 
O! when the oppreſſed are capable of ſuch 
ſupernatural efforts, when they can make ſuch 
ſacrifices to the deſire of promoting the ſalvation 
of France, endeavour, at leaſt, to conceive how 
you will be ſtigmatiſed in the eyes of the world, 
if you remain implacable to innocence which 


has no cauſe for repentance, to victims who only 
8 1 
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wiſh to forget, and to a country which is oe 
anxious to pardon ! | + 


| They will at lead, ProrlE or France, ſuffer 
themſelves to be perſuaded to be juſt, when they 
ſhall be convinced that juſtice has become "I 

uſeful and neceſſary to Ee. 


It now remains for me to examine the acts of 
your legiſlature which relate to the Emigrants, 
under this laſt point of view. Whenever our 
perſecutors find themſelves forced in their laſt 
entrenchment, they ſhelter themſelves behind 
State-neceffity. Our profcription, forſooth, is 
never to finiſh merely becauſe it has begun. 
They ſee agitation and diſorder returning with 
us into that ſociety, which, in our abſence, they 
vill probably tell you, exhibits every thing that 
is calm and well-regulated, Laſtly, they repeat 
the ſtale cry, that it is proper that one ſhould die 
to preſerve the whole, and that thouſands of men 
ſhould be ſacrificed to the ſafety of millions. » 
O you! whom an exceſs of ardent ſenſibility 
too often carried away beyond the truth, but 
whom the admonitions of conſcience almoſt 
always brought back to it; you who lived the 
moſt exalted Apoſtle of popular power, and who 
would have died with grief in the ſecond month 

| | of 


1 
| 
| 


* man ſhould periſh for the whole community; 
I will admire this ſentence in the mouth of: 
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of the French Revolution; from the ſanctuury 
of their Pantheon, which your aſhes have re. eſta. 
bliſned, make them hear that oracle which you 
formerly traced in ſuch impreflive characters; 
Let them tell us that it is proper that one 


te worthy and virtuous patriot who voluntaril, 
« and from a ſenſe of duty, devotes himſelf to 
« death for the ſafety of his country: but if it 
&« be meant that a Government is permitted to 
« ſacrifice one innocent man for the ſafety of 
tc the multitude, I hold that maxim to be one of 
« the moſt execrable that tyranny ever invented, 
« the moſt falſe that can be advanced, the moſt 


« dangerous that can be admitted, and the molt 
« directly oppoſite to the fundamental laws of 
« ſociety *,” 


 PxOPLI 


2. J. RovssBAv in his Diſcourſe upon Political Econny 
And how much more ſtriking is the paſſage that follows; 
Far from its being the duty of an individual to periſh for the 
«« whole ſocial body, all the members of the ſtate hate 
«« pledged their property and their lives for the defence of 
« each” individual, in order that private weakneſs may 
always be protected by the public ſtrength, and esch 
« member by the whole ſtate. After having, by ſuppo- 
« ſition, cut off one individual after the other, preſs the 


10 partizans of this maxim to be ———— 
66 
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Porte or FRANCE, you hear what he ſays ; 
it is not only one e ibe moſt execrable maxims, 
not only the maſt falſe, but the maſt dangerous, 
but the meſt directly oppoſite; tothe fundamental 

laws of. ſociety. And: this it is that opens 1 
er and lat head of diſcoſſon, { 387; l | 


' 


T * 1 concerning the Enilgrarits is 
decided as far as it relates to jusrie, and to 
your duties ; let us now ſee how it ſtands in its 
relation to POLICY and to your Dun : 


PzoPLE or Francs, I am aware that, nee is 


a connection that, at the very, outſet of this new 
diſcuſſion, may excite your ſurpriſe. 


You form an aggregate. of twenty- -three 
millions of men; you cover Europe with your 
troops; the limits of your empire have been 
extended in the ſouth, even beyond the Alps; 
in the eaft to the Rhine, and in the north to a 
new ſea: your vieorious arms have made the 


2 


G * 


* they mean by 2 of the fate, and you will find that 
« they ultimately reduce it to a ſmall number of men, who are 
« not the people, but the officers of the people; and who, 
being bound by, a. particular oath: ta periſh themſelves in 
* order to promote the ſafety of the people, pretend hy 
that means to * 4 the people ooght to 2 for 
. 'hein n | Ts 
Danube 


| preached to them virtue, diſintereſtedneſs, and 
humanity ; they told them over and over again, 
in all poſſible ways, that cruelty, avarice, and 
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Danube tremble, and ſtill ftrike the Tiber with 
alarm; .. and yet you are told that you may 
have an intereſt in the fate of a few thouſand 
proſcribed objects, ſome of whom are diſperſed 
about the Continent, where" chey wander from 
ſtate to ſtate; while others are ſecluded in an 
iſland, where for four years generoſity has co. 
vered with her benefactions our private misfor. 
tunes; although Policy has not, for an inſtant, 
conſidered herſelf called _ to un our 
public misfortunes. — 


if 


© But our enemies themſelves give us ſucha 


degree of importance, as to maintain that the 


ſafety of the ſtate is copnected with the per- 
petuity of our oppreſſion. It is not preſumptuou 
in us, and, at leaſt, it is more moral to make the 
ſafety of the ſtate depend on an act of juſtice, of 
which we ſhall find ourſelves the objects. 


Hüitberto the founders 4 empires and of lim 
the oracles of governments and of the people, 


corruption proved the deſtruction of ſtates, 


"Now, for the firſt time, a people are told 


Be 3 of Juſtice, for ſhe will lead you 
ce aſtray. 
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« aſtray.” Stifle every ſentiment. of humanity, 
« for they will occaſion your ruin. You can 
« only be great by rapine, and happy by fe- 
« rociouſneſs. You; can only; exiſt in ſociety 
« by the violation of all ſocial. rights. The 
« impulſe is given. PILLAGE AND PROSCRIP= 
« TION are your fate. One ſingle virtue, one 
« fingle mark of repentance, one ſingle emotion 
« of ' humanity, and it is all over with — 
12 Republic.“ Tore „ 1 i ; 


Patrmenchels two doctrines it be will eaſily con- 
ceived, that I adhere to that which is as ancient 
as the exiſtence of man, and as infallible as his 
conſcience. No, moſt certainly, it is not the 
individual misfortunes of the Emigrants that can 
ruin France; but all the combination of crimes, 
of acts of injuſtice and barbarity, that will be 
requiſite to perpetuate thoſe misfortunes ; to do 
this, juſt and neceſſary laws muſt be repealed, 
immoral and. abſurd laws be enacted, ſcandal. 
incurred, miſtruſt excited, wretchedneſs created, 
in ſhort, a thouſand acts committed which are 


abſolutely incompatible with the exiſtence of a 
truly civil and ſocial ſtate. 


Porr or France, time preſſes, and I ſee 
vith regret the impracticability of giving to every 


— — — — 
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part of this immenſe queſtion that degree of 
attention which I could wiſh to beſtow on it. 
I will, however, lay down the prineipal Points, 
and in leaving them to the ſagacity of your 
minds, and the rectitude of your intention, f 
ſhall not coneeĩve . _ cavſe * W c 
pd GS of x 
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> s it; © not true, that the 2 nende lich we 
meant to accept, was a republic in which the 
people were free, the laws juſt, the manners pure, 
and the government ſtable ? * Theſe four” grand 
charaCteriſtics, which have a mutual action and 
reaction on each 'ether ®, inelude the whole 
ſyſtem of government. 2 0 e 


Je. 


* Thus the peofle cannot be fre without Juſt * 5 
cannot remain free without a ſtable government: they neither 
can nor ought to live free without pure manners. | 

Thus /aws are not ju/, unleſs they enfure the liberty of 
the people, and defend that liberty by the ſtability of the 
government. Laws are not juſt unleſs they have pure man- 
ners for their principle, their ſecurity, and their object. 
Thus pure manners neither will nor can exiſt, where the 
people are ſlaves, the law unjuſt, and the W 
of every ſeditious tumult. 

Laſtly, a fable government cannot be erpekled he the 
people are in a ſtate of ſervitude, '- A ſtable government 
cannot be expected where thoſe who compoſe it violate juſt 
laws, or execute unjuſt las. A government cannot be ſtable, 
unleſs it exhibits at once the offigring, th the tupport, 5 and che 
* of pure manners. 


Have 


— 
- + 4 
> 


th 
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good political eſtabliſhment ? Does that. part 
of your legiſlative proviſions which relates 
to the Emigrants permit you to ubtain them? 
* in e queſtion which I ſhall now examine. 
2021985 - 903 1811 Joan: 971 31 
Babbel enter upon 4 Waben nene 
8 of theſe four ends, there-is a: firſt means 
common and neceſſary to the whole, which 
demands our previous attention and of which 
the preponderanee is ſueh, that it might of itſelf 


* 
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"The u abe . Send efſcotially 


on the conditions required in the exerciſe of 
poidcalrghteea n © 59 02 29010 a urs 
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The juſtice of the laws has for its nee 
principle Ph quality « of the Legiſlators, 


3 NE. 


Purity of | manners neceſſailly” depends on 
the kind of men who regulate | them by their 
authority, and form them by their example. Ar 


Laſtly, the ahi of the ane depends, 
in a great meaſure, on the private characters 
and diſpoſition of the perſons who hold its places, 


and on the general eſtabliſnment of the public 
| "$ ; wealth, 


__ Wks tos wel q 
| wealth, of which foch We bare the aan 


ment. Us yy * 0 7 
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From theſe craic Kats ps aifirk 

principle, which is not [leſs inconteſtable than 

the truths themſel ves That the exerciſe of 

political rights is the "exchuſipe rann, 2750 
a e wh 209 290% Nod 


'” 99 03 een bis nomme) l 


5 4 And oh. this difference, between the citizens 
who own and the citizens who. inhabit the ſoil? 
Why, if civil rights be common to both claſſes, 
ſhould political rights be the excluſive Property 


an the firſt Pt theſe reaſons S f 2 

: " Becauſe, 5 in a orider to be 8 Jag ag of F po | x 

litical body, a man muſt be — attached 

to the phyſical body of the ſtate. . 8 
Becauſe a man can bahn be 8 55 


to the phyſical body of the ſtate, by means of 
that which capnot be conveyed out of the ſtate— 
that i is, the ſoil. 


l als be certainly unneceſſary for any perſon who al 
has reflected on this queſtion, to go back to theſe elementar) ſu 
principles ; but I deem it proper to point them out to others, la 
and it is my Wiſh to reſume them with all. There are fon 
things which ſhould be repeated until they are obtaintd—ſail * 

Vor raIAI, when diſcuſſing one of the ſubjects on which be 


was right, the old criminal juriſprudincs of France. of 
Becauſe 


- FRENCH EMIGRANTS: 


2359 
Becauſe the conſidetation, that tnan in order 
to live. ſtands in nerd of. the ſoil, and that the 
ſoil in order to become productive ſtands in need 
of man, is the baſis of all me: —— as 
kid hy Mater ons 


i - 2 15 OY 


with 


5 10 1 * 


Dein he. + ALPHA * E a the 
juriſdition are entirely territorial, and neither 
bind nor tas the individual en * terri- 
"_— D znptflib otods ©: 12:3041200 ©, no 

1 194.4 01.1842; 
"Boone on the baſis of landed ——_ boch 
the real wealth of every ſpecies of production, 


and the fictitious wealth of every n credit, 
cllengaly eh. OOPS 


o 1 5 ; " 


Becauſe. it being delle to pe the 
poſitive motives of action in beings who are. 
heaped together, by millions, we are reduced to 
the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing preſumed e of 
action. N 

Becauſe, from the weakneſs of our nature, 
amidſt the whirlwinds of our paſſions, the pre- 
ſumed motives of action i in men muſt be regu- 
lated by their intereſt. 


*. \ © - 


Becauſe che Leident, Aeether and ſole intereſt 
of the landed prophiecor 3 is liberty, Juſtice, order, 
86 2 1 and 
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and peace, without which - his harveſt; his land, 


and his hoùſe vin be pillaged, laid: vate, 8d, 
demahl. vi Soong >mar>d 0: 1:10 at ff 


* 
* * 4 3 © 
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Week, in + CO + reien dle handed girdle 


prietor, ſtanding in need of workmen to fertilize 


his land; of confurners to purehaſe its produce, 
of guardians.of every kind to watch and defend 
his property, alſo finds it his intereſt to be not 
only juſt, but liberal to theſe different claſſes ol 
his fellow-citizens, in order to keep them in the 
ar th We which W are ſo u to cs 


F*e <a, es. . 24 


\ hy 


Becauſe ths very ans) of the unded 5 
prietor render him the friend of order: fer H 
he be ambitious, and wiſh to purchaſe votes, 
he muſt receive his rents; if he be  avaricions, 
and wiſh to augtnent his fortune, he muſt im- 
| prove kis land; and public teabquillity in 
* neceſſary for both thefe Pwpol. 

Becauſe, on the contrary, the mere inhabitant 
who has no property is led to "wiſh: for troubles, 
which, without ſubjecting him. to any loſs, offet 
him ſome chances for gain; and the Coſmopo- 
lite, whoſe riches are all moveable, has no ob- 
| JoRtion to dig the gulph of public poverty, in 
order to inereaſe his own private treaſure, which 


he will carry with him in triumph to a neigh- 
7 Be bouring 


bri 


” . 
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bouring nation, on the very day on which bis 
nominal country wilbbe r in __ wer 
Ma get es nw Eras dt 


«> » R. * by "> +1 s 
— #4 
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+ Beese when, in the abſeiice ot parſe 
paſſions, a man becomes an inſtrument to the 
paſſions of others, he ſtill finds that corruption 
adheres to want, ſeduction to ignorance, incor- 
ruptibility to independence and N 
and 1 N and mn eee | 


a from! the impoſſibility of eſtabliſh. 
ing an inquiſition of manners for twenty mil- 
lions of men, ve muſt admit preſumed motives 
of action, ſo, from the impoſſibility of making 
twenty millions of men ſupport à theſis, we 
muſt admit a erage mode of — 

Becauſe we aw neckifurty fled wa 
of reaſoning from the combined proportion of 
the means of inſormation, of the intereſt which 
men have had to avail: themſelves of thoſe means, 
and of the neceſſity to which they have been 
reduced of profiting by them; and all theſe 
bring us back to ren 175 780 


Beeauſe, laſtly, though Sie ae 
ous where the principle is ſo manifeſt, this in- 
83 vincible 
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ice of all free people ; becauſe, in the Roman 


_ excluſively on the proprietors ;: becauſe the wiſe 
and opulent Carthage adopted the ſame rule; and 


France; becauſe a reſpef for that right would 
have averted all her calamities; and becauſe the 
return of that reſpect can alone preſerve: her 


in a ſtate of indigence, and became rich for a 


order, virtue, and humanity, as ſoon as they had 


viacible theory has been conſecrated: by the * 


republic, even a Patrician; was excluded from the 
ſenate, when he ceaſed to have the "revenue 
preſcribed by the law as the neceſſary qualifica- 
tion for a ſeat; becauſe in the Athenian demo- 
cracy the tribes were claſſed according to their 
property, and the political magiſtracies deyolved 


becauſe no man can now be a member either of 
the Britiſh Parliament or of the ſtates of the em. 
pire without a landed property. Muſt b aſſigi 
my laſt reaſon, and crown ſo-many leſſons by the 
moſt ſtriking and moſt terrible of all? : Becauſe 
the infraftion of the ſacred right of property opened 
the door to all thoſe evils which have ſpread over 


from ruin, Becauſe attend to this gBecauſe 
even the villains who entered upon the revolution 


moment by dint of enormities, began to talk of 


acquired a property by anarchy, crime, and al- 
faſſination ; ſo that, after having been the molt 
facrilegious violators of the reſpect due to the 
| rights 
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rights of property, they became, in their own 
perſons, the moſt irreſiſtible argument in their 
fayour: and obſerve, yourſelves, whether at 
this time, the "moſt formidable of your internal, 
enemies are not thoſe. men who have either 
not acquired any property, thoſe who have loſt 
all they poſſeſſed, or thoſe who, infected with 
a rage for ſtock-jobbing, ſeek, in the laſt rami- 
fications of the body politic, for ſome ſubſtance 
to devour, equally ſkilful in rendering your 
very victories fatal to yourſelves, and your very 
men fruitful for dem. 


I am afar 980 3 ſaid all thas 8 be 
ſaid on this point; but I have certainly ſaid 
enough to make even thoſe who reflect the leaſt 
be ſenſible of all the importance, all the immu- 
tability of the principle which concentrates in 
landed property * the entire * of . 
cal rights, | = 


* I do not deny that it may, and perhaps i it ought, — ro- 
viadid it be not in ſuth a proportion as may endanger its exiflence, 
—to admit to the exerciſe of 1Ts rights, without any other 
condition, either eminent virtues which have been tried and 
approved, or great talents, which have been virtuouſly em- 
ployed; and thoſe places of reſerve, conſecrated to morality 
and to genius, as a homage and as an encouragement, ought 
evidently to be in the deputations from ma et this is 
an exception to the rule. 

84 IE Well, 


2 


OY - priven or ru 


Well, Pxorlz or Fakes — 
Veit priheiple, that firſt and necelfary cbHditibh 

Sl liberty, juſtice, morality, and poblic trüb 

\  Aqvillicy, does not, cannot, exiſt"for ane in th 
Faint ſtare of * e 


It is not becauſe Jer Connie while l nd 
firther than to require that the 'Eltffors Thould 
be proprietors without ſaying any thing of the 
Tepreſentatives. This 1 repeat was a grit 
point gained, at the epoch at which your Con- 
ſtitution made its appearance. It clearly point- 
ed out for the repreſentatives what it required 
*for the electors, leaving it to your ſuffrages to 
ſupply what it did not yet dare to advance, ind 
to anticipate what it will ſooner or later ordain. 

| The common people of Rome, at liberty to 
1 Ki "chooſe their cdnſuls in their | own body, had 
Voiſom enough to perceive the neceſty "bf 
8 chooſing them for a long time in the order bf 
Patricians ; in the ſame manner, your eleors, 
at liberty to chooſe repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple in any claſs of the community, gar how 
"confine" their choice to the claſs of proprietors, 
and the. omiſſion in the Conſtitutional Code 
might be repaired without an eee 
any of its proviſions, 2 
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A local and momentary violation of ſuch 


rights veſted in ſuch: proprietors, however dan- 
gerous it might be, would not be ſufficient to 


deprive you of the power of placing the legiſ- 


lation and government of your Republic under 


the tz n of Nera 


An obſtacle more general, 2 cauſe more ra- 


dically deſtructive has taken from you even the 
firſt elements of this tutelary principle; and that 


ſo completely, that the moſt ardent wiſh on your 
part to have recourſe to it would be nothing 
more than a ſterile wiſh, ſo long as 'no change 


ſhall take 'place i in A d See N 


Before Proprietors can govern, dis muſt be 
proprietors. In order to have proprietors, pro- 


perty muſt exiſt, Now property does not exiſt 
in France: what has been put in its place uſurps 
its name and deſtroys its eſſenee. In the ſame 


manner as a falſe country was ſubſtituted for the | 
true country; that is to ſay, a'particide'countty. 


for a mother country; has a falſe property been 
ſubſtituted for true property, and this ſubſtitute 
carries with it dangers immediately oppoſed to 
the advantages which the other enjoyed; that is 


to ſay, that, inſtead of a properiy which inſpirits 


and ennobles, you have a property which alarms 
and 
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and degrades, inſtead. of a property which pre. if , 
ſerves and fertilizes, a property which deſtroys tt 
and dries up, inſtead'of a property which ſecurg to 
at once morality and independence, a Property MW bt 
which neceſſarily implies either immorality ꝙ cc 
ſervitude; laſtly, inſtead of à property which at 
is efficaciouſly deſirous of order, which cheriſhe 
and aſſiſts the Government, a property whit 
diſturbs order, even while it invokes it ; which, 
though indebted for its exiſtence to the injuſtic 
of the Government, or rather becauſe it is { 
deſpiſes, dreads, defrauds, and deſerts. it. 


Attend, ProplE or France! and, obliged 
as we are to unite ſeveral queſtions in one, ob. 
ſerve, at the ſame time, what property is in it 
. felf;—what it has been rendered in France r- 
and how far that plunder of the Emigrants whid 
you were firſt taught to conſider as actual wealth, 
and afterwards as a reſource, has become mo 
and more diſaſtrous to the nation, to. ti 
Government, to the revenue, in à word, 
you all as a people, and to each of you a8 it 
; 8 | 


Do not, he, ſuppoſe, that, berauſ 
_ am going to lay down the principles j in their u 
moſt rigour, I am not aware of the neceſſi 
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of making them bend, in their application, under 

the force of circumſtances, All that I pretend 

to enforce. is, - that they ſhould bend without 
breaking; that, after having ſteered a middle 
courſe between principle and neceſſity, we ſhould 

arrive at à conciliation: of intereſts and a com- 

penſation of ſacrifices. 


PzopLy or Francs = What is property in 
; ſtate ? Do the lands 22 houſes of themſelves 


* The Alen Bos whieh occupies bid of the following 
pages, I preſeut with confidence to the world. On that 
grand and difficult queſtion I'called in the aid of a friend, to 
whom I not only ſubmitted my ideas and my plan, but whoſe 
own refleQions on the ſubje& I ſolicited. - They appeared to 
me to be ſo luminous 3nd ſo claſſical, that I tranſcribed, al- 
moſt literally, ſuch of them as were compatible with the 
nature of my work. Happy, in having, at once, procured 
ſo many additional arguments for my cauſe, and affociated in 
its defence a man ſo worthy to partake of it; a man, who, 
by his inflexible integrity and his conciliating diſpoſition, by 
na fertile mind and his conſummate wiſdom, by the noble 
courage of his reſolutions and the more difficult courage of 
his patience, has procured for himſelf a diſtin and ſeparate 
place in the hiſtory of the French Revolution; a man, who, in 
the midſt of a ſanguinary war, has found the means of ſerving 
the cauſe of humanity, ſo as to merit the benevolence and to 
obtain the reverence of all parties; a man, in ſhort, -whom 
] have ſeen, during a term of four years, employed in doing, 
and eſpecially in ſupporting, for the _/afety of the European 
Colonies, that for which thoſe Colonies and their ultimate 
poſſeſſors, whoever they may be, can never ſhew ſufficient 
gratitude, This laſt phraſe points out M. MaLouzr ; and 
indeed the preceding deſcription marked him in a manner 
that precluded the poſſibility of miſtake. 


conſtitute 
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Cionſtitute praperty.? (Certainly mot;; bey form 
the matter and not the eſſence vf property. f 

3 field and a hoap of tones are not. neceffarily p 
3 | perty; they become ſo, anti it is only by be. 
| zoming ſo that they acquire any value; bu 
1 they can only become property in virtue; of ett 

| tain moral and immutable-eonditions,- which th 
I general intereſt has determined in concurrene 
2 with juſtice, which every Jaw, worthy, of the 
1 name of law, reſpects and guiratitees,” and which 
no decree can alter without making the haut 
nn to e 99 Gee bi n 


3 
a 


Their function as property is: to 0 repreſent 
immenſe national capital, a Proportionabſe re- 
| venue for the poſſeſſors and the ſoveteign; 3. ti 
1 terpoſe in exchange and in circulation as an ob- 
18 ject of poſitive value, to ſerve in that capacity MW ft 

2s a ſecurity for public and: private loans, and to Mount 
4 invite, by their fxtty, by the power of protection poſts 
V hich is given to them, the employment of the bears 
capital and the induſtry which are > deſtined 40 Wexp) 
augment their Produce, 88 


— 9. Ir * 


it can be in ſociety. But the moment that it 
is removed from this ſtate, it loſes a 1 
* of its vital force, and all.; its Sy 


i 
| 
| 
: Bi 
l Deaperty thus conflituces) | is every thing d di 
its 
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means diſappear: i in proportion as its moral 
aracter becomes weakened. and degraded. If 
raveller, led by circumſtances to viſit a foreign 
4, there expefiences woll- founded apprehen- 
ons for” the er which he has left behind 
m in his on country, property muſt have 
ready received a deep wound: but if, hving 
1 his own field or beneath his Own roof, he is 
der ineeſſant apprehenſions that he ſhall not 
allowed to remain there a month; if, while 
e does remain, he has not the free and entire 
ipoſal of his field, if he does not reap its pro- 
uce, if every year he is under the neceſſity of 
lenating a part of his capital for the payment 
ff arbitrary” contributions with which he has 

been | burdened, | property no o longer exiſts. 


Th 4 


If then the value of land daily decreaſes i in a 
country, if all public credit is gone, if the i im- 
poſts are collected with difficulty, if money 
bears a monſtrous intereſt, all theſe diſorders are 
explained by the ſtate of property. 


But who could deem the inheritance of his 
anceſtors, or the fruits of his own induſtry, ſe- 
cure, in a country where not only individuals, 
but whole ſections of the nation, were ſubjected 

| in 
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morality, in the legiſlation of a country, whey 


ſhould ſhew themſelves molt eager to ſeize up 


Fe _ * 
— —— „ ͤ% „ 
- 


by its own hands for its own injuſtice, | In yan 


in a maſ to the pains of confiſcation for u df 
ence of political opinions? 


Who could place any A in the. publ 
thoſe men would be called Parkiors, why 


the ſpoils of their fellow=citizens, and who, | 
ceeding from crime to crime, ſhould We 
conſecrate plunder by aſſaſſination, and both 
acts diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of laws? 


Such a Government would ſoon be Punilhed 


would it ſtimulate, -in vain encourage new pu 
chaſers; the low price of the property Pure 


chaſed would exhibit at once a mark of their 
uneaſineſs, and a proof of the inſtability of their i abl; 
poſſeſſion. Become accomplices in the plunder, BN afte 
it would be thought that they gave addition fl ct: 
weight to the unjuſt power that preſcribed it; ¶ ito 
but the very reverſe of this is the fat: they Wl ve 
diminiſh, they debaſe it by their ſhame, by their W NM 
inſurmountable terror, and by the inability under WM the 
which they labour, in common with that power 
to convert uſurpation into legitimate property: " 
Then, the more purchaſers there are, the more 8 
this odious impreſſion, which at firſt attached to - 


a ſingle 
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2 lingle act of the Government, is extended 


over every part of the territory. The people, 


ſtricken at firſt with only one act of injuſtice, 
become diſguſted, when they behold a hundred 


thoufand proofs of it. How could it be ex- | 
pected that thoſe new fortunes, the joint off. 


ſprings of great calamity and monſtrous iniquity, 


would ever occupy the place of patrimonial for- 


wnes, or of fortunes which have been acquired 


by honourable labour? How could thoſe eſtates 


which were bought at five, three, two, or even 


one year's purchaſe ſuddenly become family- 
property? By what rule could the lapſe of time 


neceffary for effacing their original blot, and for 


conſigning to oblivion their lawful poſſeſſors, be 
meaſured? The Spartan exiles returned after an 
abſence of twenty-ſeven years; thoſe of Sycione, 
after an abſence of fifty. The Scotch, whoſe 
eſtates were confiſcated in 1745, had them re- 
ſtored in 1788. The French Proteſtants, who 
were expelled by the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes, are about to recover their poſſeſſions at 
the expiraon of a century. 


The Government, then, during an incalcu- 
lable number of years, muſt thus march abreaſt 
with that eſcort of proprietors, who are aſhamed- 


of their origin, and uncertain of their poſſeſſion, 
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till leſs ſeruple than the old. The purchaſes 


I daily abandoned to the chance of ſome” new 
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It muſt, afford them protection, in | ms to be 


protected. by them, without ever being able tg 


give or receive any real mark of confidence and 
eſteem. But things will not remain in, that 
ſtate. Sooner or later miſtruſt will be follomet 
by diſunign, hatred will ſucceed contempt, and 
war will break out among the accomplices, The 
Government will tax thoſe men with ingratitude, 
whom it has enabled to acquire property at f0 
cheap a rate, and who will refuſe to come to ih 
relief; and it will deſpoil the new poſſeſſors Vith 


will curſe the perfidy of the Government, ho 
only tempted them to buy at a reduced price, 


in order to take back the property bought without 


reſtoring the purchaſe-money. Seized by force, or 
defended by ſedition, all theſe eſtates will be 


ſtruggle. Falſe property becoming more and 
more unproductive to the public treaſury, te- 
courſe will be had to freſh invaſions of what fl 


remains of ancient and real property. Not only 
forced loans, arbitrary contributions, and requi- 


ſitions in kind, will be adopted; the lifts of pro- 


ſcription will be enlarged; and there will not be 
one individual in the ſtate, who, when he lays 
kim down on his pillow at night, will be ſure 
that he ſhall not find his eſtate expoſed. to 1 
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and his perſon attainted, when he awakes in the 
morning. Property will no longer exiſt; but the 
moſt lawful poſſeſſors, as well as the moſt frau- 
dulent invaders, will have a momentary occu- 
pation of ſuch and ſuch, land and houſes, more 
or leſs precarious, more or leſs threatened, more 
or leſs loſt to private wealth and to national 


But when the landed property ſhall become a 
ſubject of alarm, inſtead of a ground for con- 
fdence; when even the legitimacy of the poſ- 
ſeſſion ſhall be an additional cauſe of, danger to 
the poſſeſſor; then men will ſeek to get rid of 
their eſtates with ſtill greater eagerneſs than they 
formerly diſplayed in acquiring them. Then 
they will be ſold at a loſs, and the purchaſe- 
money will by ſome be buried in the earth, while 
others will ſend it into foreign countries, or place 
it out at a moſt uſurious intereſt, to ſupply the 
wants and correct the blunders of the govern- 
ors, ſecured on the neceſſities and miſery of the 
governed, Every day property will become 
more precarious and decreaſe in value; every 
day will the rage for ſtock-jobbing and mo- 
nopoly become more contagious and deſtructive; 
every day will the ſtate become pon and more 


exhauſted, 
8 PEOPLE 
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Porte or Fxanct! Attempts were made to 
perfuade you that moral conſiderations had no 
ſenfible effect in the mechaniſm of à political 
ſociety ; that ſucceſs in commerelal undertak- 
ings, in the cultivation of land, and in matters 
of government, in nowiſe depended on the 
purity of their elements; and, in ſhort, that 
political crimes, on whatever pretexts committed, 
per be deere 29% of happy effects. 


Soch is tio doubt the option of corrupt men 


who only confider good or evil as means or 
obſtacles; but, to perſons of this deſcription, it 
1s not my intention to preſent any thing more: 
than phyfical impediments. The falſehood of 
theit calculations may be demonſtrated by vul- 
gar arithmetic, —Aſk them who they meant to 
enrich by making ſo many families miſerable; 
and they will anſwer, The Nation. Now, con- 
template the ſtate of the nation, in its finances, 
in its commerce, in its means of exchange and 
of circulation. What has the whole maſs of 
confiſcated property produced, in eſtates that 
have been ſold, in revenue paid into the public 
treaſury, in taxes impoſed on that revenue? 


All the eſtates which have been fold have 
not produced an effective ſum equal to one year's 
7 | produce 
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produce of their former rents, and the nation 
remains charged -with all the debts with n 
they were nn 7. | 10-497 | 


T be annual 9 — N lafice - 


vpon \ yearly, incomes have not- Mac collected t. 
And all this does not ariſe ſolely from. the diſ- 
honeſty and plunder; of the various deſcriptions 
of perſons employed by the Government, in 
weir collection and management, though the 
neceſſary multiplication, in a hundred - fold de- | 
gree, of a claſs/of men, but too numerous be- 
fore, is a very ferious evil to the ſtate : —but let 
us for a moment forget this accumulation of 
crimes, this deteſtable means of deſtroying the 
morals of a whole nation, and ſee what muſt 
de the effect of merely expoſing tod great a 
quantity of houſes and eſtates to ſale, at one time. 


And theſe debts retain their primitive value, while the 
value of the land daily diminiſhes. At the preſent rate. the 
whole territory of France would not ſoffice to diſcharge e one 
half of the debts inſcribed in rhe Great Book. _ 

+ The taxes actually colleQed, even including the — 
Lan, have not ſufficed to pay the expence of collection. 
There is not one of the aſſertions advanced on this topie 
which is not ſupported by irreſiſtible proofs founded on fa#s 
in the laſt publication of Sir Francis D'IveRNO1s, of 


the Aaniniftration of the Finances of the French Republic. 
T2 When 
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When theſe multiplied ſales paſs between in- 
dividuals, they amount to nothing more than 2 
mere exchange of property; for he who purchaſes 
land ſells ſome other ſpecies of ſecurity, and he 
who finds it more expedient to fink his money 
in annuities, or to employ it in commercial con- 
cerns, ſells his land; and nevertheleſs, as, in 

fuch a caſe, immovable property acquires-the 
mobility of merchandize, it neceſſarily falls in 
value from the mere circumſtance of the market 
being overſtocked. Without any other cauſe 
for miſtruſt or alarm, the economical and pol · 
tical order of the ſtate becomes deranged ;-for 
it is of conſequence to the tranquillity and yell- 
being of ſociety, - that landed -property ſhould 
maintain a ſort of dignity that renders it ſuperior 


to every other kind of property, as . 
the ſtability of the whole ſocial edifice. 


But if theſe multiplied ſales proceed from n0 
other cauſe (as is at preſent the caſe in France) 
than the baniſhment of the moſt conſiderable 
proprietors and the confiſcation of their pro- 
perty; if it be the Government, which ha 
plundered them, that requires fupport and in- 
vokes the aid of accomplices, by offering to in- 
veſt them with the confiſcated eſtates, the con- 1 


ſequences will then be fuch as I ſhall ſtate ; and 
8 
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I call upon ſuch of you as are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the preſent : ſtate of France to 
n. facts with my reaſoning. 


In the firſt place, only Fu deſcriptions of 
men will offer to purchaſe eſtates ſeized in 
this manner: | 


1. Thoſe who, in the courſe: of the Revo- 
lution, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the 
commiſſion of every ſpecies of crime, and who 
are therefore intereſted in prolonging the ini- 
quitous proceedings of the Government, in 
order to ſecure impunity to their own. . . 


2, Men of weak minds, who, incapable of 
voluntarily committing a crime or even an act of 
injuſtice, are nevertheleſs deſtitute of that de- 
gree of elevation which rejects a fortune ill- 
acquired, or of that degree of knowledge which 
is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh the boundaries aſ- 
ſigned by juſtice to public power, or of that de- 
gree of courage which runs any riſk rather 
than have recourſe to a means of ſafety which 
may afterwards become a ſubject for remorſe, 


3. Men truly and courageouſly honeſt, who, 
bending beneath the yoke of unavoidable ne- 


ceſſity, or actuated by the moſt beneficent mo- 
CY tives, 
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tives, form a ſecret reſolution, on receiving or 


acquiring any portion of ſuch eftates, to tran. 
fer them to, or account for them with, the law 
ful proprietors, and only to retain ſuch a part 


as will indemnify them for the expences which 
they have actually incurred. 8 


| It is impoſſible to ſee the firſt of theſe claſſes 
inveſted with the office of political or civil ma- 


without alarm. Yet the preſent proprietors oc- 
cupy both ; and thus, inſtead of the proprietor 


| being looked to for protection, there is a diſpo · 
ſition to take precautions againſt them ;z—the 


principle is poſitively inverted. As to the honeſt 
men of which the third claſs is compoſed, they 


are placed in a falſe, and in a cruel poſition, 
Thoſe who, in payment of the moſt Jawful 


claims, have been compelled to receive or put- 
chaſe confiſcated eſtates, are not at liberty to 


ſacrifice the patrimony of their families; and 
have it ſtill Teſs in their power to ſtifle the mur- 
murs of their conſcience, at ſeeing themſelves 
the uſurpers of the patrimony of others. Thoſe 
who reſemble PRLIsso accuſing Fovquer in 
order to defend him, that is to ſay, who have 
purchaſed the property of others in order to pre- 
ſerve it for the lawful proprietors, are ſoon diſ- 
guſted with the performance of ſo equiyocal and 

| | ſo 


giſtrate, without ſhuddering; or the ſecond, | 


. oO TR 
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ſo dangerous a part. Frank probity wears with 
impatience the mark of injuſtice. Frail pro- 
bity is ever afraid of being ſurrounded by the 
ſnares of temptation, Both become ſuſpicious 
by the very delicacy which renders them un- 
happy. Their remorſe and their uneaſineſs are 
obſerved, and men are not apt to forgive in others 
the ſentiments which they are incapable of en- 
tertaining themſelves. By this means, that falſe 
property to which I adverted, that property 
which, inſtead of implying at the ſame time 
morality and independence, implies either im- 
morality or ſervitude, is the firſt reſult of this 
general ſyſtem of expropriation, and of this ſale 
of plunder. | 


The ſecond reſult is neceſſarily a very great 
reduction in the price of the objects expoſed to 
ſale, not only from the cireumſtance of the 
market being overſtocked, but becauſe each of 
the three claſſes of purchaſers calculate their 
dangers, and becauſe three-fourths of them 


have no money *. 


The 


* In a former part of this work, I mentioned the circum- 
ſtance of eſtates having been ſold for five, three, two, and 
even one year's purchaſe. In one of the French Journals, 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for the abilities of the perſons who conduct 
it, (Fournal d' Economie publique,) I find it mathematically 
demonſtrated, that for the ſum of 385 livres tournois (from 
15 to 161, ſterling) a national eſtate of 4000 livres a year 

T 4 (about 
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The third ſenſible effect, and that which ul. 
timately becomes the moſt apparent, though it 
frequently acts from cauſes that are not perceived, 
ſpreads over all the branches of the political 
economy of the ſtate, and where it does not 
produce death prevents an increaſe of life, 
It is at once the witneſs, the proof, and the 
puniſhment of this grand iniquity. It mars all 
the. efforts of the government, which it accuſe 
of ignorance in its ſyſtem, inſincerity in its pro- 
miſes, and impotence in its means. Nothing is 
more eaſy to demonſtrate, \ 0 


1 11 
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(about 1671. gering) may be purchaſed. Patrimonial eſtates 


only loſe three-fourths of their value. | 

This monſtrous reduction in the price of eſtates, aſier 
having been an e, becomes a cagſe in its turn. It invites 
rapacious purchaſers from foreign countries. Univerſal pil- 
lage enſues, Some foreigners, I know, have made a point 
to purchaſe none but patrimonial eſtates in France; but fey 
inſtances of this delicacy occur. From all parts of the 
world, monopolizers and miſers have flocked to ſeize upon 
the carcaſe of French property, as ſwarms of inſects are 
ſeen to fix upon the body of the lion that has juſt expired. 
The greateſt part of the moveable wealth of the country 
has become their prey, and is for ever loſt to France. The 
portion of landed property which they have acquired, when 
moſt of them never intend to reſide in the country, is ſo 


much taken from the ſocial ſecurity, and from that deep and 
ſalutary ſentiment which attaches man to his native ſoil, in- 


dependently of the value which he ſets upon his own pro- 


perty. On whichever fide we turn, nothing but mourning and 


deſtruction are to be ſeen, * 


The 
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The ſales which take place between indivi- 
duals are effected by an exchange of articles of 
value, which not only are not taken out of cir- 
culation, but which multiply its powers; becauſe 
the price of the thing ſold is immediately applied 
40 the melioration or acquiſition of ſame other 
* of commerce. In 


But when the Government ſells, it conſumes 
the article which it receives in return, and has 
not the ability to render it a means of repro- 
duction. It applies it to the payment of functions, 


whereas the individual applies it 40 the payment 
of labour. 


Government then takes from circulation not 
only the price of the article ſold, but its ne- 
ceſſary employment in objects of melioration or 
of reproduction. 


By this means it impoveriſhes, in the firſt 
place, the claſs of proprietors, and, in the next, 
the induſtrious part of the community, who, in 
return for their labour, would have had a part 
of this value thus rendered ſterile. 


This ſpecies of impoveriſhment is ſubdivided 
and multiplied, in a moſt alarming manner, in a 
proportion 


/ 
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8 proportion relative to the particular ſituation of 


the 8 and to the ſtate of the 1 


The particular ſituation or condition of the 
purchaſers being, in reſpect of the two firſ 
claſſes, abſolutely contrary to the ſpirit which 
preſides over family affairs and domeſtic economy, 
men of avaricious minds, irregular lives, and 
reſtleſs diſpoſitions, will haſten to enjoy, by ex- 
hauſting, demoliſhing, and laying waſte, thok 
precarious poſſeſſions which they have purchaſed 
at a very low price. All the arts of cultivation 
will be neglected; to plant, to manure, to repair 
farms, and to erect habitations, which in the coun- 
try are ſo neceſſary for the ſecurity of perſons and 


property, will form no part of their calculations; 


and here it is, thar, inftead of a property which 
preſerves and which fertilizes, we ſhall find one 


that dries up and deſtroys, 


The ſtate of the public fortune, after ſo di. 
aſtrous a revolution, being that of a continued 
bankruptcy and of a general diſtreſs, all that 
will be taken by ſales of this kind from the cof- 
fers of individuals, to be poured into the treaſury 
of the nation, will be ſubtracted from the daily 


 falaries of labourers, artiſans, and manufac- 


turers; 
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turers ; from the payment of civil debts; and 
from the ſpeculations of commerce: and thus 
poverty will increaſe by poverty. The taxes 
then will become leſs and leſs productive. Pub- 
lic credit, extinguiſhed by all the preceding 
commotians and acts of plunder, can never be 
revived amidft their prolongation ; and, under 
ſuch circumſtances, to talk of reſpe& for pro- 
perty, of banks, loans, notes of credit, arrange- 
ments of finance, or any other means applicable | 
to regular governments, would only be an addi- 
tional inſolt offered to reaſon, decency, and truth, 


Thus a conſtitutional code will in vain enun- 
ciate pure and facred maxims : the ſpirit and the 
acts of the Government, and, which is ſtill more 
fatal, the national manners, will be at conſtant 
variance with the conſtitutional code. Every 
principle will be conſecrated in theory and vio- 
lated in practice. 


Thus corruption can only produce ſuch fruits 
as reſemble itſelf, Thus, if thoſe perſons who 
have hitherto been entruſted with the manage- 
ment of the finances of the French Republic, 
had even been the moſt able and beſt informed 
of mankind, they ſtill would be, like public cre- 
dit and commerce, in the ſame deſperate ſtate to 

which 
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which we now ſee them reduced, from the mere 
effect of the ſpoliation of e and the 


extinction of property. 


Paeple of France ! Our oppreſſors will, no 
doubt, endeavour to deſtroy the fats which! 
have juſt eſtabliſhed, by other facts in appear. 
ance contradictory. I will anticipate their ob. 
jections, and, far from diminiſhing their force, 
vill exhibit them in all their vigour. 


What! they will exceim, according to your 
confeſſions, the taxes ſince the commencement 
of the revolution have ſcarcely produced any 
thing ; and yet we have had five campaigns. 
We have ſupported the moſt obſtinate war, at 
firſt, againſt almoſt all Europe, and now againl 
her moſt formidable powers. The expence df 
each campaign has amounted to a thouſand mil. 
lions of livres. We have, therefore, derived a 
leaſt five thouſand millions from our confi. 
cations. Thus this ſpoliation of the Emigrants 
which you think ſo diſaſtrous to the nation, and 
this ſale of their eſtates which, under whateve! 
point of view you conſider it, appears to you 1 
ſubtraction from, inſtead of an addition to, the 
riches of the nation, have enabled the nation to 


defend its territory and its freedom but for theſe 
reſource: 
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reſources the one would have been invaded, and 
the other oppreſſed. —This, I believe, conſtitutes 
the objection in its utmoſt force the following 
is my anſwer to it: ; 

There can be no doubt but that the ſpoliation 
of the clergy afforded a baſis of credit for the 

 affignats, proportioned however to the quantity 
iſſued, and to the nature of the eccleſiaſtical 
property, which public opinion deemed more or 
leſs neceſſary to the ſupport of public worſhip. 
Thus the eſtates belonging. to the monaſteries, the 

| abbies, and the chapters, were ſold with greater faci- 
lity, and at a higher price, than the endowments 
of the rectories or biſhopricks; and the value of 
the aſſignats, before it was fixed by the ſyſtem of 
terror, certainly decreaſed, in regular progreſ- 
fion, in proportion to the quantity iſſued, and to 
the price for which the different kinds of eccle- 
ſiaſtical property were ſold. We ſaw them loſe, 
when they were firſt iſſued, five per cent. and 
aſterwards ſeven, ten, fifteen, twenty-five, and, 
on the third emiſſion, forty per cent. 8 


The fale of the crown-lands*did not at all 
ſtrengthen the ſecurity for the aſſignats, becauſe 
i exhibited, even more than the ſale of the 
eſtates of the clergy, the ſpoliation of an heredi- 


tary 
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” tary proprietor,-who held his domains by tlie 
fame title by which every family we its 
field, i its houſe, and its furniture. 


The confiſcation of the eſtates of the Emigrants 
annulled that ſecurity, becauſe it announced an 
univerſal pillage, and a herd: nnn of 
the ſocial ſyſtem. | 


It was then that the aflignats ceaſed to have 
any real value in the public opinion. Then, 
while they were multiplied by dozens, by ſcores 
of milliards, their circulation was enforced by the 
law of the Maximum, by the terror of the ſcaffold, 
Thus, it was neither the afignats, nor the lands, 
nor their confilcation, nor their ſale, whichdefrayed 
the expences of the war ;—but the executioners, 
The guillotine coins money, ſaid BaRRERE; and 
he ſpoke truth. As ſoon as the axe was ſuffered 
to reſt, the moment that each individual ceaſed 
to tremble for his life, you ſaw what became of 
the paper- money and its boaſted ſecurity, 
Of the whole of this operation, and of all the 
metamorphoſes* which it underwent, nothing 
now remains but the horrible bankruptey which 


| 8 ani. r 
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The reſcriptions, promiſes of mandats, territorial mandats, 
c. It is well known, that the firſt day on which the r- 
ſeriptions appeared, they loſt 50 per cent, and that the wav 
dats very ſoon loſt 91, then 98 per cent. i 
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it was calculated ta produce, and the certainty 
that the preſent poſſeſſors of thoſe national eftates 
which have been ſold, paid for them in an illuſive 
property, which finiſhed by leaving no ſign of er- 
change, no price for the articles expoſed 10 ſale, 
either in the bands of the Government, or in thoſe 
of the individuals to whom the falſe money had 
been tranſmitted. 1 9 

Hence it reſults,” that this confiſcation, that 
this univerſal ſpoliation, regarded as a means of 
finance, was - alike abſurd and «diſaſtrous ; and 


that, conſidered in a moral point of view, it was 
bo cruel and impious. 


It reſults, that, in order to derive that tempo- 
rary aſſiſtance to which all the pretenſions of the 
| Government were ultimately reduced, it became 
neceſſary to proceed from exceſs to excels, from 
crime to crime, from diſorder to diſorder, from 
injuſtice to individuals to violence upon all, and 
gradually to raiſe tyranny to its moſt atrocious 
maximum, to a height unknown to former ages, 


for you are the only people in the world that 
have been led to the ſcaffold in 4 * 


It reſults, that that ſublime but terrible alle- 


gory of the Savage cutting up bis tree by the roots 
T 8 | in 
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in order to gather the fruit with 8 „ 
was never more applicable than to . | 


and that the ferocious vow of affignats or death 


has been completely fulfilled; for the aſignats.no | 
longer exiſting, your governors have found death 
wherever they have turned their eyes; death to | 

ſpecie 1. death to credit ; death to. commerce, „ 


| | 0 
* MonTzsquiev, Spirit of Laws. 


+ A long time has elapſed fince M. 3 DE Ne. 


mouRs aſſerted, that all the ſpecie in France was reducgd 


to three hundred millions M. de Fox s0xnars formerly 
eſtimated it at two thouſand millions, and M. o CA. 


ton xz at nearly three thouſand millions (of livres). It 

muſt neceſſarily have experienced a very great reductio 
fince the period at which this aſſertion was made. In a well- 
regulated ſtate of things, money muſt conſtantly experience a 
kind of flux and reflux, moving from the extremities to'the 
center, and returning, in the ſame proportion, from the cen- 
ter to the extremities. But now all that falls into the hand of 
the Directory is loſt to circulation, and leaves France never 
more to return. The Republican armies moſt certainly ruia 
Europe ; ; but they begin by ruining France, 

When, ſpeaking of this deſtructive war, I obſerved that i 
had conſumed more than twenty-five times the amount of all the 
ſpecie in France, it was evident that I ſpoke of the ſictitiom 
and nominal value of the paper-money. I even expect that 
this objection will be oppoſed to me; but | ſhall reply by 
ſtating, that it was my intention to preſs you between the 


two parts of the alternative to which your ſyſtem has re- 


duced you. Either you really thought that it was in your 
power to provide for the millions of paper which you poured 
into the market in torrents, and, in that caſe, you were the 
molt abſurd of men; or you did not think ſo, and * 
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voy 
to milos huis, and to indoſtey; death to the 
whole ſyſtem of finance *, in ſhort, to return to 
the point whence we ſet out, death to real pro- 
perty, "har 1 is to ſay, death to the firſt "neceſ- 
fary element of a good government 3 dn 


to Anbarr, to Josrren, to > MORALITY, and 
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deliberately committed the moſt enormous, the moſt inſolent, 
and the moſt fraudulent act of N tage ever was 
beard of. 10 4 % 7, ho . 2 | Zig 
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dee the numerous meſſages of the Directory, during the 
uf year, up to that of the 2d Niwo/e (or 22d Dec inclohvelys 


on the ſtate of the finances and of the public re reſources z that 


toy, on the einpt ineſi of” the Treaſury, and the alarming 
increaſe of the general diftrefe.. See men the moſt eminent 
for financial and commercial knowledge, the, moſt diſtins 
guiſhed for their characters and their talents, anſwer all the 


queſfions of the Directory on its own-plkins by the word i. 
foſible. See, between two repreſentatives of the people 


and one miniſter of the Directory, the revenue of the national 
eſtates remaining unſold, ſtated, by the firſt at ive HUN = 
DRED, by the ſecond at rr v, and by the third at EI Gn 
millions. Vee that report which fixes the arrears of côntri. 
butions at FOURTEEN THOUSA N'D\"MILLIONS3 Which 
promiſes that they ſhall be paid i in ſpecie, becauſe the debt- 
ors have ſuffered the time to paſs when it would have been 


advantageous to them to pay in paper. Then ſee another; 


who fay „ that the contributions are paid for ten years, if what 
is due from the Government for objects put in requiſition be 
taken in payment: then a third, who obſerves, that there 
will be occafion for farther requiſitions, and that if the arvears 
are not paid, there will be nothing for future expences, &c. &c. 
&c.-- Who can look forward, without alarm, to the laſt term 
of public miſery, to the laſt exceſs of public diſorder, and to 
the laſt whe mm of public calamity ?' 
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. to the oTapiLITY of your political eftabliſh, 
ment. 81 *Y 4 2104; 


FRENCHMEN, let us now divide theſe four 
grand characteriſtics, and take a rapid review of 
the principal circymſtances which ought to form 
the baſis of our judgment of your real firuation 
in its relation to each of them. 


And, firſt, are you free No; for we are 


proſcribed. 1 

I like to quote Jean Jacques to your governs | 
ars. They once decreed * that ſome extraft bi 
from Rovsszay or MaBLy ſhould be inſerted 
in their daily bulletin; I will ſelect the paſſage | 
for them. a an 


it muſt not be ſuppoſed, ſaid Jran Jace, il © 
that an arm can be wounded or cut off without 
the pain being felt in the bead; and it is not mare 
credible that the general will ſhould conſent that 
aue member of the State, whoever he may be, may 
wound or deſtroy another, than it is that tht 
fingers of a man, in poſſeſſion of bis reaſon, ſpould 
be D to put out his eyes f. 


* Decree of the 10th Agfa, yd you an the prop c 
ſitien of Guyomarn. 


+ Diſcourſe on Political Economy. ©, 
15 I pro- 
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J promiſed to call upon your conſciences to 
atteſt that ſolemn falſehood, which I termed a 
national blaſphemy; the moment is now come. 


The Frenca Narro declares, that in no 


caſe will it ſuffer the return of theſe Frenchmen 


who, having abandoned their country after the 
15h Fuly 1789, are not comprebended in the 
txceptians to the laws paſſed againſt the Emi- 
preps! * 


The Fazxcn NaT10N interdi#s the Legiſlative 
lch to create new exceptions 


02 * Here you al ſeem to interrupt me, 


and unanimouſly to exclaim—*< No, the French 
« Nation never uttered a ſingle word either of 


e that declaration or of that interdiFion, At 
« the very inſtant at which they were aſcribed to 
« it, the French Nation declared directly the 
« contrary ; the French Nation ſpecifically de- 
t manded that the Legiſlative Body Should create 
© new exceptions. Victim of the ſecond of Sep- 
tember! you have ſaid nothing to us now in 


te favour of that deſcription of exiles, which we 


e did not ſay ourſelves to our delegates at the 
* time. Defender of the Emigrants ! we have 


* Yee the conſtitutional article before quoted. 


1 2 e loaded 


Nl 
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« loaded ie borrible abuſe of the victory at 
* Quiberon with more imprecations than y0⁰ 
et have "beſtowed on it. Advert to the laſt 
« months of that Convention, whoſe relics till 
ce haraſs us as well as you. Read once more 
«thoſe unexpected declamations which ſud- 
| denly t turned an aſſembly againſt you, in the 
ce minds of whoſe members, recollection only 
ee produced a renovation of terror. What dil 
« thoſe furious voices exclaim in the midſt d 
« all thoſe tortured conſciences? That tbe C- 


. 


c 
« vention could no longer be blind to its flu. q 
ce tion that it was placed in a defile=that ti? ö 
&« Emigrants muſt be prevented from returning= | 
te that be Emigrants were every where Pitied— 
P 
te that in all quarters the Emi grants found pri- 7 


8 teffors—th at they already ceaſed to confin 
& themſelves to the ſecond of Septem ber—jhat 
« they already talked of a future epoch at which 
ce the events of the 10th of Auguſt ſhould be ub. u 


et mitted to a court of Juftice—that. to- thirds : 
« of the Departments favoured, at leaft pri: 

ce wately, a revolt in bebalf of the Emigranti= 

e that even the members of adminiſtration can. „ 
« wefted themſelves with the Protector of. the p 
« Emigrants—and, laſtly, that ir THe EM - 
© GRANTS WERE BROUGHT TO TRIAL IN THEIR h; 


c RESPECTIVE DEPARTMENTS,'THEY WOULD BE 
& ALL 
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« ALL ACQUIPTED=—ALL*—Thvs; becauſe the 
« terroriſts foreſaw that you would all be in- 
c duced to return after the eſtabliſhment of the 
« new Conſtitution,” they reſolved to repulſe 
« you by means of the Conſtitution itſelf. Be- 
« cauſe they were alarmed at our benevolence, / 


«© they aſcribed their rage to us. While they 
ba exclaimed—T he nation recalls them, | they | 


e wrote— The nation proſcribes them!" 


Yes, PeopLE or FRANCE |! all theſe different 


circumſtances, all theſe contrary movements are 
ſtill freſh in my recollection. But, ſtill, while: 
their rage excited your indignation, their man- 


dates inſured your obedience. All polluted, all 


perverted as the conſtitutional act appeared to 
you by the ſudden introduction f of that odious 


* 


* I requeſt that the accuracy of theſe quotations may be 
verified by a reference to all the journals of the time; par- 


ticularly to that of the debates and decrees ; fittings of the 
Convention of the 1ſt, 5th, 11th, and 18th Frufider ; 8th 
and 11th Thermidor, third year, &c. &c, 

+ The Conftitution was preſented on the 5th Maſſidor; it 
was diſcuſſed until the zoth Thermidor, and it was only on 
this laſt day that the clauſe for proſcribing the Emigrants 
was produced and carried, with the ſame rapidity as all the 
preceding clauſes, Juſtice ſhould be done to the Committee 
of Legiſlation. Leſs weak than the Committee of Eleven, they 
had required the change of a ſingle word, and that would 
haye been ſufficient to extract from the murderous clauſe al- 

U3 | moſt 


falſchood, 
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falſchood, you ſtamped-it with the ſeal of your 
3 


A vet none of us miſconceived the buſineſs. We 
did not ſay at the time, when ſpeaking. of 
you, they are cruel; we ſaid, they are not free, | 

We were aware of the diabolical artifice em- | 
- ployed to make your ſafety ſo far connected | 

with our deſtruction, that you muſt have de- id 
ſtroyed yourſelves in the attempt to-ſave uM: i 
Scarcely eſcaped from the maſſacres of ROH 
SPIERRE, ſtill trembling at the effects of 'his ron 
ranny, you found in the whole of the Conti 
tution ſhelter and repoſe : one only article ap- \ | 
peared to you unjuſt ; but it was impoſed on 
you as a law to accept the whole, or to ros 


— 


”. — ox —— 222 co Coley 2 222 4 * — a» — wv wm a os 
% 


moſt all the poiſon it contained. Inſtead of ſaying, the French 
bo ARE not included in the exceptions, they wiſhed.the article 
to run thus, the French who SHALL NOT BE included. It is 

evident that, if this amendment had been adopted, juſtice, in 

* a moment of greater calm, would have been ſupplied with a 

| | lawful means of reducing, almoſt indefinitely, the number of 
proſcribed perſons. I ſay, in a moment of greater calm; be- 

i cauſe it is impoſſible not to acknowledge that the deſcent at 

| Duiberon, carried into execution during the diſcuſſion of the 

| new Conſtitution, was one of the principal cauſes of the fatal 

| addition. I have juſtified the right and the intentions of the 
= combatants ; I have done honour to the memory and to the 
N heroiſm of the victims; but I know not who can become the 
apologiſt of the prudence of the plan, and the choice of the 


moment, of the chief, and of the meaſures. 


Es = 
„ wk, ey 2 o HS A wm, ws ty 


On. - - + „ aw 


the 
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he held; in 4 maſt. You wete 6bligtd eher 
to reje& the Conſtitution or the Emigrarits, 
again to ſubje& yourſelves to the abe f ter- 
roriſm, or to leave us in Exile; Your choice was 
ſuch as it ought to be, for you ran the greateſt 
danger, and it was yout duty to fave France be- 
fore you ſaved us; but certainly thoſe men ate 
not free who are compelled to be unjuſt againſi 
che declared wiſh of their hearts ; thoſe men ate 
bot free who ate reduced to chooſe between ini- 
auity and death; thoſe men are not fte who 
ere made to ſign that they will not ſuffer our #66 
urn when, before they ſigned, they loudly de- 
manded our return; and when, after they had 
ſigned, they not only ſuffered, but encouraged, 
ind favoured the return of all who could ſucceed 
in throwing themſelves into their arms. And 
this muſt be the refuge of us all, if every othet 
fail, Your hearts will ſave us in ſpite of yout 
laws, if thoſe laws ſhould not be repealed : and f 
appfize all our implacable perſecutors, that the 
day will come when they will be unable to find 
a ſingle judge that will paſs 4 ſentence of death 
upon any Frenchman for returning to his native 
country, if, after his return, he has reſpeRted the 

eſtabliſhed laws. 


u 4 Fazncns 


WI — 
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No Frenxcamen ! are thoſe 2 Free people, a re. 


ſpected people, to whom their governors at 
once ſubmit a conſtitution which acknowledges 


their right of freely electing their own repre- 
ſentatives, and a decree which robs them of that 


right“? are they not, on the contrary, an op- 


preſſed and inſulted people? Are thoſe a free | 
people againſt whom theſe pretended manda- 
tories diſcharge batteries of cannon loaded with | 


grape-ſhot, in order to obtain from their de- 


ſtruction the poſt which they ought, to receive 
from their confidence? Memorable epoch of 
Vendemiaire ! which the lies of tyranny have in 
vain attempted to ſtigmatize, but which the 


voice of truth has effectually ſcreened from pol. 
lution. An epoch, the misfortunes of which 
might poſſibly be occaſioned by ſome acts of 


| Imprudence ; but which will ever remain conſe- 
crated by the defence. of the pureſt principles 


and of the moſt ſacred rights, by the courage- 
ous devotion of genius and virtue, and ſtill more 
by the happy impotence of the unjuſt victors, 


who, in the midſt of their triumphs, found 


themſelves unable to deſtroy, by the hand of 
their juſtice, ſuch of the vanquiſhed as their can- 
non had ſpared. Thanks and homage be- paid 

Decrees of re- election, 5th and 13th Fructidor, An. 3. 


e—20th and 23d Auguſt 1795. 
to 


. wy ons 


— © — — — — — ay 


( 
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to you, immortal juries! whoſe declarations 5 

repeated throughout Europe, announced to 
France the firſt dawn of that long deſired day 
on which trials were regulated by the rules of 
juſtice. Thanks and homage be paid to you, 
martyrs of Vendemiaire! who, dragged from tri- 
bunal to tribunal, from priſon to priſon, neither 
betrayed your own innocence nor public li- 
berty. You rather choſe to combat the oppreſ- 
ſion you ſuſtained, than to bend beneath us 
weight; and your voices, long loſt in the ſilence 
of the dungeon, only reſounded with greater 
force againſt the tyrants, at the moment when 
they were compelled to relinquiſh their prey. 


Every thing that could be ſaid eicher on be 
law of the 3d Brumaire, or on the amneſly of the 
4th, has been ſaid, and with a degree of energy 
that I ſhould in vain W to equal, much 
leſs to ſurpaſs. 


Vet it is impoſſible not to mention at leaſt the 
title of ſuch decrees as thoſe, when I aſk the 


People of France whether they are free? Hav- 


* Particularly the famous declaration, that if there had been 


a plot, it had been formed by the Convention, and not againſt the 
Convention, 


ing 
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ing once named the oy it is Ws Ren not to 
remind you ;— 


That theſe decrees owe their origin to the 
13th Vendemiaire, to that day on which the ſame 
Convention which had condemned Louis XVI. 
to die for having cauſed a ſingle regiment to be 
| encamped in the Field of Mars, ſwept the 

ſtreets of Paris with cannon loaded with grape- 


That, emboldened by that dreadful victory, the 
Jacobin faction, although mutilated by its owt 
bands *, thought it could ſucceed in re-eſtabliſh. 
ing the revolutionary Government, and the 
reign of terror: 


| That after having ſubjected the Convention 
to the ferocious yoke of the Tribunes t, and to 
the bloody point of the bayonet , it dared, ſuc- 


Speech of the Repreſentative Thibaudeau. 

+ The Tribunes governed the Convention at that time in tht 
fame manner as in the fatal days when their influence was tht 
Frraleg. k 

Speech of ThH1BAUDBAN, 
t In the very hall in which the Repreſentatives of the Pupli 
were aſſembled, armed men openly influenced the opinions of Mem- 
bers, and the deerees of the Convention. The Convention deli 
berated in the middle of a camp. One man united in his own 
erfon the terrible power of the Military and of tht Tribune. 
Speech of Turf aubiat 


ceſſively, 
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ceſſively, to propoſe; —the etebliſhment. of a 
commiſſion to frame efficacious meaſures, that is to 
ſay, a new Committee of Public Welfare; the 
releaſe and the refloration to power of all perſons 
confined, diſmiſſed, and accuſed fince the gth Meſ- 
dor, with the excluſtve privilege of bearing 
arms, that is to ſay, the renewal of the maſ- 
ſacres of the 10th of Auguſt and of the 2d of 
September ;j—=the accuſation and arreſtation of 
ſeveral members of the Convention for being the 
accomplices of - the Sections, that is to ſay, a new 
thirty-ficſt of May ;—nominal and public ap- 
peals ; domiciliary viſits; the baniſhment of all 
the enemies of liberty; to ſet afide all the elec- 
tions, and to diſſolve all the Electoral Aſſemblies 
in France; to divide the Convention into two 
Councils, and to nominate the Directory without 
waiting for the new Third; to ſend new miſ- 
fionaries into all the Departments; to revive the 
law of the Maximum, &c. — That is, to effect the 
complete ſubverſion of the Conſtitution which 
they had juſt ſworn to maintain, to renew all the 


crimes of the Revolution, and to revive the 


pro-conſuls of Nantes, Arras, and Lyon. 


It is neceſſary to repeat to you, that when a 
part of theſe diſaſtrous meaſures had been ex- 
torted by the influence of terror, the Commiſſion 


of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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of Five, ſtopped by the unforeſeen courage of 


certain legiſlators, i in the midſt of its tyrannical 


acts of violence, obliged at leaſt to ſoften and 
diſguiſe them, deviſed the law of the 3d Bru- 
maire, as the moſt proper ſubſtitute for all thoſe 
horrible conceptions which” it was not ſuffered to 
realize. 


I; is neceſſary to remind you, that one of your 


moſt diſtinguiſhed repreſentatives, one of thoſe 


who now enjoy the greateſt ſhare of your con- 
fidence, when he voted, this year, for the repeal 

of the law of the 3d Brumaire, defined it to be, 
s law contrary to the ſpirit and 10_the letter of 
the Conſtitution, and one that the Convention had 
not the power to mate; a law adopted as a' fub- 
flitute for the plan formed for diſſolving all the 
Zlettoral Aſſemblies, and intended to annul, as 
far as poſſible, the choice of the people; a law 
domited forth by the volcano which a faction had 
enkindled under the Conſtitution ; and which was 


nat the reſult of the free deliberations, nor of the 
deliberate refletion of the National Convention; 
a law of proſcription, which even extended to the 
relations' of its victims, and was placed by the 
fide of an amneſty which abſulved' all the aſſaſ- 
fins; a law which, thus connected, proclaims 1 


tbe whole world, that in the Republic of yana 


md Sane. as. a. 
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the law bares crime and attacks. Innocence 1 4 | 
law. after which nothing remains but to fre 


flowers over the tombs of . EAN LER 


Box, and Ronar5erene II ra d 


[94334 EA 


aan n all this was ſaid, — one a 
your repreſentatives, to the Legiſlative Body, and 
all this was repeated in the two Councils by twenty, 
other repreſentatives, who, at that epoch, main- 
tained a ſtruggle of morality, of courage, and of 
laquence ; and, all ſuch of you as attended to 
the] debates Joined your voices to thoſe of your 
| repreſentafives, And yet, the quinguemviral law 
has been enforced as well as the law of Collat 
7 Herbois. And you are now told again that 
you are enchained by | that law i in the approach- 
ing elections! And while they tel you that you 
are enchained, they add that you are free! And 
the ſame men who ſay, we ' have given you 4 
Conſtitution, add, we forbid | you to exerc che the 
rights which it ſecires to you. [ 


You free! great God! and, not only among 
your exiled fellow - citizens; but among your- 
ſelves, on that foil which you hear inceſſantly 
| cal ed the ſoil of liberty, you ſee every minute 2 


This is herby tranſcribed from M. Taiszus zar“ 8 
ſpeech. | 3 . 


ſcene 
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ſcene of tyranny and degradation renewed, of we le 
which the whole world affords no example, claime: 
Not the moſt abſolute monarchies of the Weſt, plored 
the moſt unciviliſed tribes of the North or of the mow 


Eaſt, Siberia, Thibet, nor any corner of the wink 
globe, exhibit any thing that can be compared our en 
with that maſs of twenty thouſand citizens in- preſs, : 
carcerated without offence, and without accu- ration 
ſation ; with thoſe twenty thouſand priefts im- impiet 


priſoned by your executioners, claimed by your 
conſciences, releaſed by your Conſtitution, de- 
tained by your Government; by your Go- 
vernment which declares that it has neither 
food nor clothing to give them, and. which 
nevertheleſs refuſes to give them their li- 


berty. And yet you have a declaration of You 
rights, which ſtates, that no man can be ar- | THOUS 
refted or detained, except in ſuch caſes as are de- France 
termined by the law*, You have a Conſti- years, 
tution which lays it down as a principle, that 20 Emigr 
man can be prevented from exerciſing, in con- fidy ot 
fermity to the laws, the mode of worſhip which prived 
he has choſen for bimſelf f. You have a code perty, 
which provides a puniſhment for the crime of ar- and al 


bitrary impriſonment, and which ſubje&s the Di- 
rectory itſelf ꝓ to that puniſhment. You have 


t See * penal code and the 145th h of the Confti- 
tut ion. 


two 
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two legiſlative councils; | in which- Juſtice ex- 
claimed againſt this attempt, and Humanity de- 
plored the fate of the unhappy beings againſt 
whom it was directed. You have, laſtly, your. 
own concurring. opinions and ſentiments, which 
our enemies have never yet been able to ſup- 
preſs, and which do not ceaſe to ſolicit the libe- 
ration of thoſe religious victims of tyrannical 
impiety. The voice of the People, the will of 
the Legiſlature, the accents of Pity, and the 
precepts of Juſtice, have all been ſet at defiance; 
and while I am writing, theſe twenty thouſand 
victims are living or dying, pierced with _ 
and conſumed by hunger. 


You free! 1 ag among yourſelves, szvznTy. 
THOUSAND OF YOUR CITIZENS, who never left 
France, have been trying in vain, for three 
years, to get their names eraſed from the liſts of 
Emigrants, on which they were inſcribed by per- 
dy or miſtake, and in the meantime, are de- 
prived, ſome of them of their patrimonial pro- 
perty, others of their political and civil rights, 


and all of their repoſe and their ſecurity *. 
You 


# « Caſt your eyes on that innumerable claſs of Ia ſorto- 
* nate men who have never left the country, who have 
deen expelled from their homes by anarchy, pillage, mur- 

10 der 8 


= POE free; when the "oliticaland civil wricape- 
city, pronounced, by the law of the gd Brumaire, 

is applied to the relations. of the perſons accuſed 
of emigration, in the ſame manner as to thoſe of 
acknowledged Emigrants; by which means . 
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bundred thouſand. families become ſuddenly'in. 
| volved in the interdiction of ſeventy. thouſand 


perſons, whoſe names are inſcribed, on the liſts *, 


8 


J, 


- 
. k * 
-- FY* EC 
* | - 


Fou free I when, 10 contempt of ten articles 


n 


of your conſtitutional act, the deciſion, with te- 
gard to inſcriptions and eraſures, the rights, the 
conditions, the fortune, the exiſtence of thoſe © 


— 


8 


« der; and who have been inſcribed on the lifts of Emigrants, 
ce as on a liſt of proſcription — fathers of families who have 
«+ never left their houſes, old men who have never quitted 


ce their beds, repreſentatives of the people who have never 
« forſaken their pol, are claſſed among the perfons accuſed 


te of emigration.” 


The Department of Avcyron is that in which there are 
, the feweſt Emigrants. Yet the ſupptementary liſt bears 
e the names of ONE THOUSAND AND FOUR, or. ONE 
% THOUSAND ANDFIVE; and while I can atteſt to you, that, 
« of this enormous liſt of proſeription, there are not more 
« than 81X NAMES which have been fairly inſcribed as thoſe 


Report made to the Council of Elders by M. Pont aus, 


on the 18th February 1796. 


e« of real Emigrants. * 


Speech of Dv Baevil in the Lepifativs Body, on the 


24th of Auguſt 1796. 


- ® Decree of the 18th February 1796. 


even 


tral lil 
dulce [ 
tandem 
gopult | 


tur? , 


Ld * 
93 
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ſeventy thouſand individuals, of theſe 1 bun- 
dred thouſand families, —let us ſpeak out, the 
rights, the condition, the fortune, the exiſtence 
of all Frenchmen have been abandoned by 
Law to the diſcterion of five eee an 
their . rm 


, * 
- 


You free ! „„ | 
may not, by means of that brief inſcription, be 
ſuddenly removed from all offices,” and deprived 
of your elective franchiſe; - what do 1 ſay ? 
Not one of you, who, in virtue of the EN. 
grant Code, in virtue of the 'only: Laws thut 
are obſerved, may not, in the ſpace of three 
bours, be inſcribed on the fatal liſt, dragged be- 
fore a commiſſion, confronted with two miſ- 
creants of acknowledged civiſm, and given over 
to the executioner without delay, remedy, or 7 
peal f! e eee e a 


Decree of the 18th; February PTY 


+ See the text · of the {Laws before OY 2 . 
WAS ! . » » Cadqgatur wirgis in medio fora civis Romanus 

.. Ob quam cauſam? Dii immortale;! // Licutis 
tral libirius 40 2 improbitate ac , © nomen 
dulce Libertatis! O Jus eximium ng re civitatis !.. Huccins 
tandem omnia reciderunt, ut civis Romanus ab to, qui beneficio . 
03g Romani faſees et fetures haberet, deligatat + virgir cœarre- 
tur? , , . (Cicero in Verrem de Supplictis.) 


x And 
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And chis, Prortz or France! leads to my 
cond qution —Are your Lan: 


* muſt-certaialy 3 chat this queſtica 
has been already anſwered. I have not a word 
to add on that jufice conſidered as a, duty ; but 
I have much to ſay on it, in its relation to your 


"The 8 was a beautiful thought of 
Mare and I adviſe your Governors to en- 
rich their Bulletin with the paſſage:— —˙ That 
* man is guilty of blaſphemy, who ſays that 
„ Gob has made human reaſon 1o far to con- 
«© tradi& itſelf, as to adviſe in the nante of 
r 
cc rality *. - | | 


I am ſenſible that, in the * times, the 
pretenſion of uniting in the ſame perſon the 
ſtateſman and the man of worth, appears ridicu- 
Tous, if not ſcandalous. Becauſe the name of 
virtue has been prophaned by hypocrites, cynics 
profeſs the doctrine of vice. The moſt that is 
done, in caſes where the open diſplay of im- 
modeſty would be attended with too much danges 


0 e fourth diſcourle. 
by and 


coura; 
ventu! 
preſen 


Yet 
light \ 
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and the neceſſity: of deceiving is joined to the 


deſire” of injuring, is to place morality on the 


* in ene it to en . _— 


* 


mere T to * ina e Ain Ways, 
that proſperity founded on injuſtice is but a tran- 


ſent proſperity, I ſhould be taken for a dreamer. 


me I to ſay that the ſyſtem of policy which 


 avarice and ambition eſtabliſh is always a ruin- 
bus Syſtem, nobody would underſtand me. Were 
to oppoſe the moſt ſolid arguments 10 the fal Ie 
and perverſe doctrine of MacntavzL, T ſhould 


grove that, in the courſe of two centuries, not 


me Hate has derived the ſnalleſt advantage from 
it but what would be the fruit of my labour? 


Thus ſpoke, ” twenty years ago, that ſame 


Magly “, of whom it is the boaſt of your legil- 
py that 1 are the e 


What would the man who was fo fr U 
couraged at the corruption of that' day have 
ventured to hope for from the phrenzy of the 
preſent times ? 3 


— 


Vet every thing has an end. Some ray of 
light will penetrate the eye that is the moſt ob- 


* Principles of Morality.” - 
xX 2 ſtinately 
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= ſtinately bent on reſiſting its entrance; there is a 
point beyond which imprudence itſelf dares not 

advance a ſingle ſtep; and the moment comes at 
laſt when the moſt hardened iniquity ſhudders at 
its own work, and at the dangers which: it haz 

accumulated on its own bead, Th 


= 


— _— 7 ” OO —— I III 2 ds. A. 
LS 1 * * _ 
* * 
Vs 


N - If it it were yy: an W a& of ya 
= | that; I had to diſcuſs with you, which might ad- 
4 mit of palliation or diſguiſe ; a ſecret act of in- 
7 juſtice which might eſcape notice and not be- 
tray its author; a partial or acceſſary act of in. 
juſtice which injured but a few individuals, and 
did not ſerve: as a baſis to the ſyſtem of the whole 

; political aſſociation; an act of injuſtice which 
1 had been repaired and which allowed of a balance 
of good againſt evil; or, laſtly, a tranſient act 
| - of injuſtice, of which it was poſlible to loſe the 
memory or remedy the effects; you might ſuſpect 
that my own intereſt dictated the judgment which 
I pronounce on your's ; or, at leaſt, ſmiling at 
the auſterity of my principles, and anſwering my 
complaints of your Republic by a repetition of 
the vows which PI Aro offered up for his, you 
might tell me, that governments, like men, are 
not made for perfection, that every one has its 
| defects, and that your's, exhibiting a mixture in 
| ; which 
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which good and evil prevails in a greater or leſs 
degree, will go an * ſo 8 een 


But obſerve, N or aer that I now 
denounce to you, not one act of injuftice, but x 
ſcries of ſuch acts, a complete ſyſtem of iniquity, 
the moſt inconteſtable, the moſt ſcandalous, the 
moſt univerſal, the moſt abſolutely incapable of 
ſupporting any thing that is good, and the moſt 
neceſſarily condemned to perpetuate every thing 
that is bad. | 


Diſcuſs, inveſtigate, as mueh as you pleaſe, 
all thofe laws of RoprrsPrernet, of Col tor 
d'HerBOrs, and their ſucceſfors ; you will never 
find them to contain any thing more than theft 
and murder, murder and theft, Between Ro- 
BERSPIERRE, who ſequeſters all the property be- 
longing to the relations of Emigrants, and the 
men who, after him, declare the ſucceſſion of 
the living to be open, in order that they may 
confiſcate it as the property of the eventual heirs, 
on whom they inflict a civil death while they re- 
fuſe to admit their natural death, it is difficult to 
ſay which beſt deſerves the horrid palm of in- 


Juſtice, 


x 3 | | But 
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But all theſe acts of iniquity are Jaws; they 


have been promulgated, - They were not only 


known after they were paſſed, but were objects 
of attention while they were paſſing. The de- 

bates which gave birth to them had witneſſes 
_ firſt, and afterwards hiſtorians,” It is known by 
what arguments they were ſupported - and by 
what oppoſed. It is known, for inſtance, that 
when the decree was propoſed which had for its 
object to render the National Treaſury heir to 
citizens, and to living citizens too, one of you 
repreſentatives * aſked, Can we be blind. to the 
execration which we muſt incur if we give our 
Sanftion to a meaſure ſo unjuſt? —It is known that 
another f exclaimed, I muft ſay, that, on read. 
ing theſe atrocious calculations, aſtoniſbed and diſ- 
guſted, I thought myſelf tranſported by a miracle 
into the council f NERO. It is known, that the 
only anſwer given to theſe effuſions of a noble in- 
dignation, in the Legiſlative Body, was, that prin- 
ciples alone were not ſufficient ; reſources were 
neceſſary, and the beſt refource was to TAKE the 
property of the Emigrants and of their relations. 
It is known that the reſolution of the foe bundred 
was once rejected by thoſe elders who are per- 
haps deſtined to ſave France; that, in order to 


* M. CoaxzN-Fus III. + M. Du Mor ax, 
| enxtort 
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extort their ſanction, they were threatened with 
the rigid obſervance of Rozzxserenne's ſequeſ- 
tration, that is to ſay, that the Republic ſhould 
take every thing by the right of force, in caſe 
any attempt were made to oblige them to reſtore- 

every thing in the name of juſtice, Laſtiy, it 
is known, and is till daily repeated, that the 

men who perpetuate this legiſlation of RoßER- 

SPIERRE'S are the ſame who proclaimed Ropzr- 
- PIERRE to be a MonsTER, and who have affected 
to unite in their own perſons the right of puniſh- 
ing with the right of i imitating him. Now take 
all times and places, governments and individuals, 
and I defy you to produce a fingle inſtance-in 
which iniquity appeared fo barefaced, in which 
profligacy attained to ſuch a height of enormity, 


Which of you does not perceive, which of - 
you does not feel, that this iniquity is univerſal, 
and circulates through all the organs of the body 
politic ? It fills more than one half of your civil 
code. It conſtitutes the ſole baſis of your fiſcal 
ſyſtem. Your conſtitutional a& was. on the 
point of being exempt from it, and it would 
then have preſented a beautiful theory; but force 
was employed to inflict this ſtain upon it. Thoſe - 
two dreadful words which I cited at the beginning 
of this diſcuſſion, Pillage and Prſcription, are 

X 4 inceſſantly 
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inceſſantly preſented to you, and preſented to 
you as the end, the principle, and the ſupport, | 
of your Republic. Theſe words, too, pro- 
nounce your condemnation as well as ours. 
FRENCHMEN! do you not then perceive the danger 
that reſults to all deſcriptions of perſons, to each 
individual, from the indefinite proſcription of a 
whole party, of the Emigrants in general? Ah! 
If it fell to my lot to make laws for you, I would 
not even proſcribe the Jacopins! Crime, and 
crime only, crime clearly proved, the crimes of 
individuals, can alone be condemned by the 
law, can alone be objects of puniſhment. But 
when proſcription is once admitted as a political 
reſource, it ſoon paſſes from one party to another, 
and knows neither end nor bounds. Orh⁰u 
begat Maxivs; Marivs begat SYLLA ; SYLLA, 
_ CariLing; then CLopivs, ANTHONY, LEpidds, 
and OcTavivs. Your moſt ardent revolutionifts, 
as well thoſe whom you honour with your regret, 
as thoſe whom you load with execrations, have 
all, or nearly all, fallen victims to this firſt prin- 
ciple of proſcription; and the bloody ſcythe will 
remain ſuſpended over your heads fo long as you 
ſuffer the impulſe to ſubſiſt. 


And even while it ſpares your les, does it 
not inceſſantly mow down every thing that can ro; 
| render 
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render them dear to you? I appeal to your- 
ſelves :—W hich of you, on conſulting his heart, 
can ſay that he is without apprehenſions, not only 
for his life but for his liberty, his condition, his 
property, his ſuſtenance, and the ſuſtenance of 
his. family? Thoſe thouſands. of purchaſers of 
whom the government made a ſudden demand of 
fifty times more than they owed, from whom it 
took the eſtates which they had bought without 
returning that part of the purchaſe- money which 
they had already advanced; thoſe two hundred 
thouſand families who have been deſpoiled or de- 
graded by having their names falſely inſcribed on 
the liſts of Emigrants ; thoſe three hundred and 
eighty-fix thouſand public creditors, among whom 
ſo many fathers of families are ſeen, without pity or 
remorſe, to expire in the torments of hunger, or 
the horrors of ſuicide ; that million of men, wha 
were our creditors, whom we ſhould have paid, 
whom the Republic will never pay are not all 
theſe victims to the ſame iniquity to which we 
are ſacrificed, —of that iniquity the principle. of 
which may be deſtroyed, but the effects of which 
never can be limited ? ' 


It is impoſſible to enter into particulars ; but 
were 1t practicable, and I were allowed to inter- 
rogate you one after the other, what dreadful 

com- 


7 
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communications ſhould I receive! One would 
tell me,—< 7 can prove that I bave only received 
from my eftates the net ſum of eight thouſand 
ce three hundred livres, while I have been made to 
% pay thirty thouſand livres in contributions v. „ 
Another would ſay, « There is not one farmer in 
tc our departments who has not had a demand of 
« twelve thouſand livres made upon him, at the 
ee {ame time that they took from bim bis oxen,” his 
C corn, his hay, and bis borſes 4.” A third, 
&« The requiſitions have taken from us the whole 
ec produce of our lands, while we have not re- 
« ceived a ſingle penny, and now they exact from 
« us the taxes which that produce was to bare 
& paid. How can we pay when we have re- 
tc cęeived nothing?” A fourth, I am one 
e of that crowd of citizens againſt whom they 
« wiſh to enforce all the rigours of the fiſcal 
te code, even while they admit the impoſſibility of 
« their paying the impoſts exactedl. A fifth, 
J have eſcaped from that aſſemblage of Mex, 
« R WOMEN, ACTIVE, NEUTRAL, OR PAS- 


„ DvuBo1s DE CRANCE, on the exactions Prattiſed in bis 
Canton. Sitting of April 29. 

+ Confeſſed by the Deputy LE Cox TRE in his pry on 
the weſtern departments, on the 12th of July 1796. 

t Speech of JonannorT in the Council of Elders, Sep- 
tember 29, 1796. 

Speech of La con ST, MicuzL, June 26, 1796- 

| « $IVE 
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* sryt in the Revolution, PaTRIOTS OR REBELS, 
« who, for three years, have been wandering 
“ among the tombs, and ſupporting themſelves 
& with bread, moiſtened with their tears, and 
« kneaded with the aſhes of their houſes and 
« the bones of their friends *,” This man 
would tell me, * In return for the ſervices 
ce which I have rendered, and the ſacrifices 
« which I have made to the Republic, my for- 
te tune is ſwallowed up and my head threatened.” 
That man would ſay, While I was ſhedding 
te my blood for the Republican Government, 
« jt confiſcated my property and maſſacred my 
e father, and I have not yet been able to re- 
<« cover the one or to revenge the other.“ All 
would deplore ſome ſpecies or other of uneaſi- 
neſs and torment, their precarious poſſeſſions 
or their diſgraceful acquiſitions, their hidden 
grain or their buried ſpecie, their invaded for- 
tunes or their diſperſed families, pains without 
conſolation, loſſes without indemnity, the ſterile 
hatred and devouring terror of oppreſſion, in 
ſhort, a life diſturbed by fear, poiſoned by grief, 
and threatened by tyranny or deſpair z——which- 


® Speech of CrayzLain, Deputy from La VenDes, 
on the 6th of June 1796. 
ever 
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ever way we turn misfortune meets our eye, for 


every where Tr PRs > 


And how is it poſiible that a * of injuſtice 
the eſſence of which is fo clearly demonſtrated, 
which is ſo ſcandalouſly public, and ſo com- 
pletely univerſal, ſhould not. exclude every thing 
that is good and every thing that is pure? Nay 
it does more than exclude goodneſs and purity, 
it corrupts them. Thus you have ſeen the 
homage which I paid to twenty articles of your 
Conſtitutional Code, and to the general intention 
which ſeemed to me to have influenced its adop- 
tion; that homage was ſincere, it was deſerved: 
but on examining the code, it appeared that 


iniquity, with a ſingle claſs, had annulled all 


theſe articles, corrupted all this n. and 
belied all this homage. To 


Thus, in your two Councils, you reſpe& and 
cheriſh men who are really worthy tobe the reſtorers 


of public juſtice and felicity ; but they are eſt in a 


minority; and Injuſtice, armed with the law of 
the 3d Brumaire ; Injuſtice, with the book of 
proſcriptions in her hand, and the inſcriptions in 
ber power, can ſo far command the ſuffrages of 


the Legiſlative Body, as to reduce reaſon and 
virtue 


le; 
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virtue to aa Monty: icuggls: 11 


folly nn $7 029; ye Thy 3 


— 62 13 (G15 * 

.T hos, when your ae \thoſe, anduaries 
of civil liberty to which; political liberty ſo often 
flies for refuge, began to inſpire confidence 
and yeneration, which. conſtitute at once their 
ſtrength, and their reward 3. iniquity praduced a 
written law which ordered. them to aſſaſſigate. 
They wept while they obeyed the law, but ſtill 
they obeyed it. While 1 was congratulating 
Fragce | upon her new Judicial order, Fr; range ſaw 
che i unhappy F Jodicially maſſacred in 


ber capital. 


11 75 3 33 4 And p 1127 15 — * 14 


Laſtly, let me aſk, whether this \Tyſtem of i in- 
juſtice, whatever be its nature, is, at leaſt, tran- 
ſitory ? Does it admit of repair ? Can i its prin- 
ciple be preſerved, and its action rectified * No. 
it muſt be deſtroyed ; it cannot be repaired. A 
new road cannot be marked out before the 
preſent precipice is filled up; rats one 1 
will always lead to another “. Review, your- 
ſelves, the horrid genealogy. of all cheſe crimes 
which have ſucceſſively ſpryng from | each other. 
At firſt ſeditious  proſcriptions; appear, which 


#4 


lead to Far proſcriprians. Theſe laſt A1 * 
* e Alle bavocat. © 
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attacking individuals, then a number of indi- | 
viduals, then whole deſcriptions of men in 4 a 


maſs. From the triple impoſt we paſs to the 


general ſequeſtration, from ſequeſtration to con- 3 
| fication, from confiſcation to baniſhment, from £ 
baniſhment to murder. At firſt, thoſe only who ] 
have taken up arms are threatened, next thoſe [ 
who have fled, afterwards thoſe who have been ſ 
baniſhed, and laſtly thoſe who have remained in Pp 
the country. For ſome time the difference of 1 
age and ſex is reſpected ; but the moment At | 00 
length arrives in which the mother and the child, if 
the ſiſter and the brother, fall pell-mell and " 
mingle their blood together. One only diſ- a 
tinction remains between the enemies of the 45 
revolution and i its partiſans or docile Nlaves ; even 
that diſtinQion is deſtroyed, and, as your own : 
| legiſlators have themſelves aſſerted and proved, * 


| Patriots or Rebels, men active, neutral, or paſ- 
24 foe in the Revolution, are exiled, maſſacred, 


and deſpoiled by the Revolution. 


And can order ever proceed from ſuch $ 
chaos as this? Can reſpect for property be re- 
vived by a perpetuation of plunder ? Can mild 
and beneficent laws be obſerved, at the ſame 
time as laws which preſcribe the aſſaſſination of 


women 1 children? In ſhort, can contempt 
Aan beget | 
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beget reſpect, terror produce confidence, hatred | 
and horror be converted into love and union? 
No. When men will take a Hen of. injuſtice 
ſuch as I havedeſcribed, for the principle of their 
government, they condemn themſelves to fol - 
low its whole progreſs, and to reap all its fruits. 
It was but lately that one of your upright repre- 
ſentati ves exclaimed, on the ſubject of a pro- 


poſition which is now a law, I think myſelf in 


the council of NxxOo. Well then, let the Nxx OS 
of France, wherever they be, reflect on the 

ſpeech, of Buxxnus to the NxaO of Rome , 
and learn that in this compariſon the balance of 
dangers, as well as the balance of crimes, is 
againſt them. | 0 


The tyrants of antiquity, either by obſerving 
a gradation in their cruelties, or by breaking off 
all communication by the influence of terror, 


, You muſt proceed from crime to crime, maintain your 
« preſent acts of rigour by freſh cruelty, and waſh your 
* blood-ſtained arms in freſh blood. Britannicus expiring 
« will ſtimulate the zeal of his friends, who are all ready to 
« eſpouſe his quarrel. Theſe avengers will find new de- 
« fenders, who, when they die, will be ſucceeded by others. 
* You are enkindling a fire that will never be extinguiſhed. 
© Dreaded by the whole world, you will have the whole 
« world to dread; you muſt always be puniſhing, always 
< trembling in the midſt of your projects, and muſt confider 
< all your ſubjects as your enemies. Racine. 


could 
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could eſcape for a long time that univerſal hatred 
which they deferved, and ſecure themſelves 


from the danger of being denounced to the whole 


empire at once But our modern tyrants have 


not only committed all crimes that were known, 


but many that were unknown; and all theſe 
enormities have been revealed not only to France, 
bur to the univerſe. Not one of them can now 
be effaced, except by repentance. One hour's 
labour is now ſufficient to carry to the extremities 


of the earth tlie cry of the oppreſſed and hatred 


of the opprefſors. It is the leaſt we have a 
| right to expect from the art of printing, which 

in theſe times has been rendered ſo ſubſervient 
to the purpoſes of guilt, that it ſhould not al- 
ways be inſtrumental to our calamities. By 
means of it 'calumny excited a blind rage againſt 
us, and by its means truth will reſtore us to the 
protection of an enlightened benevolence, Even 
the book which I now write, all- imperfect as it 


is, will be allowed to have its grain of weight n 


the ſcale of human judgment. Our fellow- 
citizens will there find the manifeſtation of our 
innocence, and our benefactors the juſtification 
of their generoſity ; our enemies the monument 
of their crimes, and our deſpoilers the recep- 
tacle of our rights. This book will penetrate 


all hearts, will remove all doubts, will keep 
1 5 alive 


ö am. a. ed ERR oe 
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alive all recollections. It will make thoſe 
criminals turn pale from whom it will not extort 
a tear. It will have propheſied the deſtruction 
of the tyrants if it does not ſoften their hearts; 
it will have extended their diſgrace and ac- 
eelerated their fall, if it does not excite their 
remorſe and produce a change in their conduct. 


No, men are not to be governed, much leſs 
is a government to be erected, under ſuch a load 
of ignominy and with ſuch a maſs of iniquities. 
With ſuch a ſyſtem you may ſet the world in 
flames; but you can never eſcape from them 
yourſelves. You may ſend fifty thouſand AT- 
TILAS to lay waſte the beautiful plains of Italy, 
but you will not pacify France, nor.ever reduce 
her to ſubjection; and without peace, without 
ſubmiſſion, you will neither ſave France nor 
yourſelves. All the means of terror and wicked- 
neſs which a ſpirit of Machiaveliſm could ſuggeſt, 
have been tried and exhauſted: the only re- 
ſources that now remain are juſtice and morality; 
they muſt ſave France, or France is loſt, 


It is an egregious miſtake to ſuppoſe that the 
preſent ſtate of France can be compared with 
that of a territory which is divided between a 
conquering and a conquered people. In the laſt 

Y . Caſe, 
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caſe, one party know that they muſt live reſigned, 
and the other that they muſt remain united. 


But here neither reſignation nor union is any 
where'to be found. There are not two diſtinct 
parties who may, in time, combine and form 
one whole, but one nation and a thouſand in- 
teſtine diviſions; the great family torn into 
pieces, and the private families undergoing the 
ſame fate ; brothers either forcibly ſeparated or 
armed againſt each other ; fathers or children 
with deſpair or parricide in their hearts; op- 


preſſors who have no more good faith towards 


each other than they have towards the objects of 
their oppreſſion; in ſhort, anarchy, miſery, and 
crime cover the whole ſurface of this victorious 
land, and avenge the conquered world- 


Scelus incubuit victumgue ulſciſcitur orbem. 


The example of Romulus is not more appo- 
ſite. No doubt he founded his Republic with 


a banditti, but not with plunder; the difference 


is enormous. He invited thoſe who had been 
criminal in other ſocieties to become innocent in 
his own; which is very different from the con- 
duct of perſons who lead men from innocence 


to crime by the means of ſeduction or the in- 


fluence of terror. He made them acquire and 
build ia common, which was very different from 
making 


pure 
baſis 


that 
the t 
is m 
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making them pillage and deſtroy each other. In 


ſhort, while he kept his new tribe“ within 
the limits of duty by the force of a military 
Government, he began to prepare for them that 
milder and more powerful check which his 
ſucceſſor completed, - the check of religion, of 
laws, and of manners, 1 


Manners, Proplx or Francs! Aye, and 
jure manners too, Do you poſſeſs that grand 
baſis of every hope? Has your Republic ſecured 
that firſt condition of her exiſtence ?—=This is 
the third queſtion which we have to examine, It 
is much leſs fimple than thoſe which we have al- 
ready diſcuſſed ; for it would be poſſible for 
France to have pure manners, and the French 
Republic to have impious manners. | 


In thoſe beautiful and unfortunate countries of 
India, ſo favoured by nature and ſo rent by 
anarchy, there is a population of one hundred 
millions of men who are called Gentoos, becauſe 
they are the. original inhabitants of the country, 
This immenſe population is in a ſtate of ſub- 
jection, but is nevertheleſs ſtained by none of 
thoſe crimes which for ages paſt have agitated _ 


And the newneſs and ſmallneſs of this tribe too make 
bme difference; to ſay nothing of times, places, &c.— 


Y 2 and 
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and convulſed the moveable ſcene of its Govern- 
ment. While Tartars, Arabians, Perfians, high- 


waymen * turned conquerors, and mace- bear. 


ers I raifed to the throne, have impriſoned and 
poiſoned each other, and wallowed in the blood 
of their enemies, of their ſubjects, and of their 
own families, the hundred million of Gentoos, 
faithful to their ancient character and to their 
primitrve religion, offer to the Divinity hearts as 
pure as ever, and breathe to all around them a 
ſpirit of charity as beneficent as ever. The ties 
of nature, the faith of marriage, the bonds of 
friendſhip, and the duties of hoſpitality, are till 
holden facred by them. Even their misfortunes 
foften their minds by pity more than they irri- 
tate them by injuſtice, Murder is leſs an object 
of their fear than of their deteſtation ; and their 
compaſſion for their perſecutors is till ſtronger 
than their hatred. Every character is diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſome mark of courage ; the leading 
feature in theirs is the determination to live and 
die victuous 4 : 


FRENCHMEN | 


* Sha-Nadir, Abdala, Angria, Jaſir, Kc. 
+ Aldala was ſervant to Nadir, before he became, lil 


his maſler, chief of a band of robbers, and afterwards 3 
Conqueror. | 


t When that famous NA DIR, removed from a den of ban- 


ditti to the palace of the Sophis, crofſed a deſolated count!) 
500 
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 FaENCHMEN! I am well aware that there are 
millions of GenToos in our unhappy country. 
But does the region of the Government, then, 
contain nothing but Tartars and Arabians ? God 
forbid, I ſhould be ſo unjuſt as a man, fo un- 
grateful as a Frenchman, as not to acknowledge 
the efforts, often ſublime, the ſuperintendence, 
always ſalutary, of the men whom your en- 
lightened ſuffrages have placed either in your 
councils or in the different branches of your 
political eſtabliſhment, ſince the appearance of 
your new Conſtitution, I commit violence on 
my own feelings in forbearing to pay a perſonal 
homage, that might expoſe thoſe on whom 
you have placed your hopes to the attacks of 
calumny. But let thoſe pure and courageous 
men know, that, every time they employed their 
eloquence in the defence of ſacred rights, or in 


8 


500 leagues in extent, in order to rob the Mogul's Treaſury, 
a Gentoo, without troops or arms, preſented himſelf, fingly, 
in the high road, before the ferocious conqueror, and ſeiz.. 
ing his horſe's bridle, ſaid, ** F thou be a God take us for 
«your victims, but if thou be a man, ſpare thy fellow-creatures,” 
I am not a God,” replied Na DIR; © but I am ſent by God 
«« to chaſtiſe nations,” and, diſdaining to attack an individual, 
he made Deli experience the horrors of fire and ſword for 
eight whole days. The Gentoo regretted the life which had 
been ſpared, but did not think himſelf authorized to put an 
end to his exiſtence. 


Y 3 oppoſition 
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oppoſition to perverſe: laws, amidſt the acdla- 
mations that ſurrounded them on the very 
theatre of their glory and their benefactions, 


there were places of exile alſo to which their 


ſpeeches carried conſolation, where, read with 


emotion by their fellow- citizens, they were re- 


peated with pride to foreigners; where their 
zeal is loaded with benedictions, even by thoſe 
who do not reap its fruits, but whom nothing 
can prevent from feeling that they have one 
common country. 


Yes, doubtleſs, at the laſt elections, in ſpite 
of the dyke thrown up by the faction of ter- 
roriſts, there was a grand and a happy irruption 
of morality on the ſoil which the Government 
attempted to guard againſt its entrance. Yes, 


for the deſire of what is right, for the revival 


and propagation of the principles of order and 
Juſtice, for the direction of common efforts to- 
wards one ſalutary end, there is henceforth, a 
Point of contact eſtabliſhed between the probity of 
an immenſe party of the governed, and that of 
a portion of the Governors. Leſs wretched and 
more powerful than the devoted people to whom 
I juſt now adverted, you ſeized the moment of 


a combat between your tyrants to force the 


aſtoniſhed victors to open to you the paths of 
morality, 
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a and even to enter them with you. 
But they ſoon drew back, and returned, with 
phrenzy, from thoſe new roads to their own 
beaten paths; but they had already united you, 
and while they ranged themſelves anew in battle 
againſt you, they left you in poſſeſſion of arms 
for your own defence. Although they have ſince 
obtained too many victories, they have all been 
diſputed; and you have defeated them more 
than once. In ſhort the conteſt ſtill continues, 
and you are on the eve of a deciſive action. If, 
with the Conſtitution in your hand, and your 
country's dangers before your eyes, if, tho- 
roughly acquainted with your rights, prudently 
calculating your ſtrength, and calmly attending 
to the dictates of your conſcience, you prepare, 
at the next election, a reinforcement of good 
repreſentatives for thoſe which you returned at 
the laſt, the party of morality will triumph, and 
France will be ſaved. 


But in the preſent ſtate of things, in the 
dreadful diſpoſition which the Government now 
exhibits between a virtuous minority. "and a ma- 
Jority of terroriſts, the manners of the former 
can only. be conſidered as private manners, they 
| are the mgnners of. ſuch an individual who is 


member of a council, or of a tribuna}, or of an 
Y 4 admini- 


4 
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adminiſtration: : The public manners are and, 


can en the manners ot be W 
> 
It is cofible, EF I am \ willing to belignsl it is 
ſo, that numerically the firſt are the manners of 
France; ſtill the ſecond politically are not leſs 
the manners Py the French e 


.-F he: nature of —4 laws, 1 . of the 
Government, and the conſequences of both, 
conſticute public manners. I have ſhewn you 
what is the nature of the laws, and every inſtant 
brings us back to this dreadful} truth. Tyranny 
and 1niquity, rapine and murder, compoſe or cor- 
rupt the whole of your political, civil, and fiſcal 
legiſlation, and form _ public manners, 


The action of the Ge does not re- 
quire many more words to explain, whether in 
its moſt extenſive ſignification we apply this 
denomination to all the parts of the political 
eſtabliſhment or whether in its more limited 
ſenſe we confine it to the executive part; in 
the firſt point of view, the Government main- 
tains and ſtrengthens theſe laws; in the 
ſecond, it executes them, urges the adoption of 
others of a ſimilar tendency, and violates the 
ſmall number of thoſe which the vigilance of 


9 virtue 
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virtue has contrived to extort from the diſtraction 
of immorality, By the following brief expoſition, 
we may be enabled to form a judgment of = 
Manners ht the French Rep ublic. 


At böte; we ſee whole departments again 
placed under the power of the old Commiſſaries 
of ROBERSPIERRE ; twenty thouſand men thrown 
into priſon for religious opinions; continual at- 
tacks made on French liberty, and en the laſt 
rampart * which protects its remains; a con- 
ſtant contempt of the wiſhes, the wants, - and the 
torments of the people; a rooted averſion from 
peace; the ſentence of M. pz Cvssy, and the 
feſtival of the 21ſt of January. 


Abroad, we ſee the moſt brilliant laurels 
tarniſhed by the molt ſcandalous abuſe of victory; 
the conquerors of Mantua dragged before the 
walls of Rome; the noble rivals of the Arxcy- 
DUKE CHARLES transformed into contemptible 
oppreſſors of Prus VI.; war without pretext, 
conqueſt without glory, triumph which can only 
be that of a ſanguinary vanity, a cynical love of 
plunder, or a ſacrilegious inſanity; and laſtly, 
the monſtrous project of rendering univerſal the 


* The liberty of the preſs. 
ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem of ſocial diſorganization “, ., and of dif- 
figuring, if it be * the while: —— race, 


Such i is ſtill the action of the French dhe. 
ment; ſuch are the manners 4 the French Re- 


8 | nies A 


What have this Jeſcription ok wh nd * 
ation of Government produced, - and. what will 
they produce ſo long as they are ſuffered to ſub. 
ſiſt ? The conſideration of this queſtion would 
lead me into a boundleſs diſcuſſion ;- but time 

preſſes, and I ſhall confine EVEN to ſome of the 


principal effects. 


2 
This is the firſt of all ;—that it is the dif- 
tinctive character of the manners of the French 
Republic to be in direct contradiction with its 
exiſtence. Either the Republic muſt deſtroy its 
manners, or its manners muſt deſtroy the Re- 


public there is no medium. 


If ever men agreed on any rn and political 
truth, it was certainly when in the moſt remote 


* Republics in Italy, Projects upon Ireland, Malefactors 


landed on the Coaſts of England, in the ſame manner as the 


Carthaginians threw pots filled with vipers into the Roman 


gallies, &c. 
ais, 
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periods, and in the moſt diſtant places, they de- 
clared or acknowledged what ought indiſpenſably 
to be the character of the pa Governors 
of a . State. A Iii 


BY * Republic every thing is poſitive; as, in 
order to inſpire reſpe& and confidence, that is 
to ſay, ſubmiſſion, temporary magiſtrates - have 
neither the impoſing aſpect of a power which 
has ſtood the teſt of ages; nor that irreſiſtible 
charm which, when the ſame blood has flowed 
in the veins of thirty ſovereigns, makes us ſee 
its ſource above our heads; nor that privileged 
ſituation which allays the intoxication of power 
by the effect of habit, and finiſhes by making 
it its intereſt to be juſt ; it is neceſſary to find a 
ſubſtitute for all thoſe reſources of which a Re- 
public chooſes to deprive itſelf, That ſubſtitute 
is every where the ſame,—it is PRoBITY, it is 
VirTue, Mere preſumptive morality is not 
ſufficient here ; for it is not 'a multitude that 
act, but a very ſmall number of individuals, and 
if it be neceſſary that a particular claſs of men 
ſhould be admitted to have votes in the adoption 
of laws, it is never neceſſary that any individual 
ſhould be choſen to guard or to execute them, on 
the contrary it is neceſſary that no individual 
ſhould ever become the object of ſuch a choice. 

Do 
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Do not therefore take it for a platonic idea, but 
for a practical truth, a rigid principle, that the 
ſupreme magiſtrates in a Republic muſt be men 
of ſpotleſs Probity, of unequivocal Virtus, or 
the very exiſtence of the Republic is in danger, 
See all the examinations, proofs, and pledges 
which SoLON exacted, not only from the magiſ. 
trates who ſhould be called to govern the people, 
but even from the orators who ſhould be ſuffered 
to harangue them. See by what pains, by what 
excommunication he puniſhed both thoſe who 
had uſurped and thoſe who had borne falſe teſti- 
mony. The miniſtry of the altars — ſaid the re- 
ligious Solox -es not require greater Purity 
than the magiſtracy in Republics, 


PzoPLE or FRance! I make no perſonal re- 
flections; I even think it a duty to you to throw 
a kind of inviolability over the perſons who are 
actually placed at the head of your Government. 
After the horrid ſhock which has ſo ſhattered the 
veſſel of the ſtate, I ſee nothing but the manceuvre 
of the moment; I bleſs the pilot who ſteers it into 
port; and I only hate the man who abandons it 
in the midſt of the ſtorm. 


It is ſolely then in their public conduct, in 


their collective action, that I here look for the 
characters 
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characters of thoſe who govern you; and it is 
in their preſent conduct and action; for I no 
longer attend to the evil which a man committed 
yeſterday, when 1 ſee him doing good to-day. 


Alas! it is too true that I began this work 
under far more happy auſpices than thoſe which 
mark the epoch at which I conclude it, There 
are inſtances in which I may be thought to have 
ſhewn too much indulgence at one time, and 
too great ſeverity at another; but I ſhould be 
ſtill happy to quit thoſe painful ſentiments, for 
ſentiments of a more pleaſing nature, if a more 
durable repentance, effacing the crimes which 
have been multiplied while I have been writing, 
would reſtore me to thoſe ideas of conſolation and 
hope which encouraged me to begin my labours. 


But at the point at which we are now arrived, 
in the crowd of circumſtances which we have 
paſſed in review, do you not perceive the very con- 
trary of what,ought to exiſt ? Do you not ſee the 
necefſary*excluſion of Probity and Virtue where 
their empire is indiſpenſably neceſſary ? What 
honeſt man can approach ſuch laws for the pur- 
poſe of executing them? What criminal can 


undertake their execution without anne {till 
more criminal ? 


PRoBiTY ! 


334 DEFENCE OF THE 


 PronitTY! VITE I And while I ventured 
to hope that the voice of remorſe would impreſs 


their dictates on their hearts, they went in pomp 


to belie their conſciences, to abjure humanity 
once more, again to call him perfidious whom 
they had boaſted of having betrayed, again to 
call him grant who rather choſe to periſh' than 
to ſhed one drop of their blood! they went to 
rejoice in commemoration of a murder! to 
renew the affafſination,—of whom ?—of Louis 
XVI. Where? In one of the Icehoufes ? On 


the horrid Place where Nature taught animals to 


bear witneſs againſt the ferocity of men ? No. 
In a temple! in a temple which formerly ranked 


all that was moſt folema in religion with all that 


was moſt pure in virtue; in a temple which 
they ſtole from God to give to crime. At 


| leaſt RoBzR$PIERRE only celebrated madneſs in 


that temple under the name of Reaſon ; but you 
now dedicate it to ParRIcipe! , , . Great 


God! a popular feſtival, when the people fly 


* At one of the allegoric f2/:wals given by Roner- 
SPIERRE, the oxen who drew the car of liberty, ſtopped 
ſhort at the entrance of the Place de la Revolution, diſguſted 
with the ſmell of the blood with which it was filled. Nothing 
could make them advance. The populace deeply ſtricken 
with the circumſtance retired alſo, and abandoned the 


FESTIVAL. 3 
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from the place with horror! Songs of joy, when 

every echo ſounds with funereal groans ! Airs of 
triumph on that day when every Frenchman 

bluſhes for his country! Imprecations on the 
memory of him who extorts tears from the 
heart and adoration from the mind! On thoſe 
aſhes which the true patriot would willingly re- 
vive with the laſt breath of his life! . . . SHADE 
or OUR LAST SOVEREIGN ! Victim of your 
own good actions, of our paſſions, and of their 
crimes ; you whoſe death has rendered us all 
guilty and all miſerable ;—at leaſt let the many 
millions of hearts that were- agonized on that 
execrable day, —let the numerous voices which 
were courageouſly rouſed to contradict thoſe 
lying tongues, thoſe hired inſtruments of triumph, 
that deſerted ſolemnity ;—let the viſible terror of 
the ſmall number of wicked men who, with a 
faultering tongue, uttered oaths of hatred, while 
accents of love and grief were ſo loudly pro- 
nounced in all parts ; let the very choice of the 
place itſelf ;—let all theſe be received as homage 
to you, and as expiations for us. No, that 
choice was never made without a ſecret deſign 
of Providence. It was the will of Gop that 
the prophanation of his temple ſhould become 
the conſecration of your memory. It was his will 
to ſhew, that thy celeſtial ſoul was worthy to be 
f aſſociated 


+ , extreme, and at which exceſs of brutality was 
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aſſociated with the inſult offered to Heaven; and 
that in future thy virtue ſhould no where be 


queſtioned, but in the place where the Men 
was blaſphemed! | 


Well then, Faxeruns | let them alſo cele- 
brate the 16th of October. Let them celebrate 
with, pride the daughter of the Czsars, the 
_ widow of Louis XVI., plunged by them into 
the tomb of her huſband! Let them applaud 

that execution, to which ferocity in her hf 
moments ſought to carry calamity to its lat 


_ oppoſed to exceſs of mental greatneſs ! 


Lit them alſo celebrate that day on which the 
Demons of Hell dared to extend the poiſon of 
their calumny and the points of their poniards 
to an angel of Heaven“. | 


Let them likewiſe celebrate that lengthened 
and dark aſſaſſination which ſlowly ſpread the 
veil of death over the morning of life; which 
buried the age of innocence beneath a heap of 
crimes; which deformed the work of nature 

before it deſtroyed it; _ which, converted 3 


Can it be neceſſary to-name A aeg 


delightful 
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delightful and beloved creature into an hidequs 
object of Aka and hocrpr 9. e e 


| And why not celebrate the 2d September, the: 
month of Maſſdor, the whole reign of terror? 
All theſe epochs are connected with each other, 
Ic is but one ſyſtem, but one reign; why, then 
ſhould jr be mprilated? What do I fay? It is 
00 new idea that I ſuggeſt to them ; they enter- - 
rained it themſelves, and I only recall it to their 
recollection. I am certain that I have ſeen 8 
praje& diſcuſſed in the convention aſter the gth 
Thecmidar, for uniting all theſe ſolemgities in 
one which was to laſt three days. I no longer 
remember by what crime they were to begin 
their rejoicings ; but I remarked that the ſecond 
day was intended for the celebration of the 21 
of January, and the third for that of the 965 of 
Thermider ; that is to ſay, that they were duc» 
ceſſively to celebrate the triumph of Rona» 
SPIERRE and his fall, his crimes and his puniſh» 
ment, his life and his death! I know not which 
of the two feſtivals they will chooſe to retrench, 
but n there is one too many. 


* Oh! kv parttevlare have I received of the fate of 
that unhappy child ! and they are all authentic. Bat I 


ſhould not have courage to commit them to paper, nor would 
the reader have courage to peruſe them. 
1 Porr 
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ProPLEe'or France! I ſhall not yet quit this 
ſubject. You weep, you ſhudder, you confirm 
the truth of what I juſt now ſaid with regard to 
the ſentiments which you have manifeſted with 
fo much eclat. All this is true, all this is Known; 


and ir proves the exiſtence of Morality and Vir- 


tue, it proves that you have ſtill among you the 
germs of ſafety and motives for hope. If I had 
not -thought this to be the caſe, I ſhould cer- 
tainly never have addreſſed you. But ſtill all 
this is ſcattered, diſperſed, and confined to in- 
dividuals; there is nothing collective, no act of 


the Government but zbe feſtival of the 21 of 


January: there your public manners, there the 
er 7 the er nn are to be dun. 


Now 1 addreſs myſelf to 10 Republican 
themſelves, to that diſtinct claſs of Republicans 
who may one day conciliate my eſteem and ex- 
tort my reſpect. For inſtance, I appeal, at this 


moment, to ſuch of them as combine all the 


purity” of youth with all its ardour z ſuch as, 
juſt entering upon the ſtage of the world, free 
from all oaths, equally unable to cheriſh princes 


| whom they never knew, and to reproach them- 


ſelves with crimes in which they never partici- 


pated, with minds exalted by all the great per- 


lonages of Greece and Rome in whoſe com- 
14 pany 
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pany they have paſſed their infancy, take no 
trouble to compare objects, and reſign them- 
ſelves with confidence to an enthuſiaſm which 
muſt one day be ſubmitted to the deciſion of 
their judgment. Well, I aſk theſe, how they 
can bear to be rendered, by the commemoration 
of a paſt crime, accomplices in its commiſſion; 
how they can ſuffer their innocence and their 
ſenſibility to be given up to the corruption and 
to the horrors of a ſyſtem which curſes the dead 
in order to proſcribe the living? Their hearts 
thirſt for liberty, but they are young and pure: 
T will anſwer for their emotion, I will anſwer for 
che tears that flow from their republican eyes, 
when they read the will of Louis XVI., and 
the life and death of the laſt King of F rance. 
Ho happens it, that not one amongſt them, in 
the noble efferveſcence of a romantic mind, has 
yet propoſed to his fellow- citizens to imitate at 
leaſt the language of the Athenians, when having 
reſolved” to aboliſh monarchy, and wiſhing! to 
give to their eaprice a colour f ſenſibility, they 
ſaid—Coprxus ſacrificed himſelf for his people; 
CobRus bas rendered it WTR for any one 10 
1 r Plate. 8 a N 
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e the ſacrifice of Copxus was neither 
more abſolute, nor more voluntary, nor more 
Z 2 ſtrongly 


4249 Direk- or un 


ſtrongly marked by generofty, that that bet 
Lovis the XVIth; and it was much werter! 


1 ſhall perhaps be told, _ in Wen 
Republic, ſpecial care muſt be taken not to ad · 
vert to Athens; that when ſhe had diſmiſſed the 


ſotceeſſbrs of Coprus; ſhe had Crion, Pizrs- þ 


Tharuvs, Maoxciis, Hrrrias, PRI CL ES, and 
in ſhort the hired orators of PRI; that 
the had one Hrunt, that the had thirty; that 
tb thirly, whiel were ſueceeded by tbe ten, had 
been preceded by the fou hundru, and accom- 
panied by the three thouſand ; that Atbent, in 
ſhore, - was the ſpott of perpetual revolutions; 
that ſhe could not fupport the laws of Soo 
for ten years; and that although ſhe was ſuf- 
ficiently powerful to diſpetſe the armies of 1bU 
Great King, the found herfelf too weak to ſup- 
22 the p her own citizens. 


I will mat anich the W poſſible 4 
neſs : rhe iſſue of this great criſis is uncertain; 
at preſent nothing poſitive appears but your 
foreign conqueſts and your domeſtic. talamities. 
If your Republic cannot laſt, act fo av to be 
able one day to ſay that you had at leaſt purified 
and ennobled your chimera. If it be pore 


for it to exiſt, do not introduce a principle of 
death 
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death where there are the germs of life, far I 
defy any government to defend itſelf againſt anni- 
verſariesdeſtined inceſſantly to repeat that itſprang 
| from, and is deſtined to live by, ingratitude, 
falſechgod, theft, and the thirſt of human blood. 
Give a new era to your Republic. Solemnige 
the gth Thermidor, if you will, but have a day 
of expiation inſtead of a day of rejoicing for the 
two preceding years. Celebrate the epoch of 
your preſent Conſtitution ; but celebrate ſtill 
more the day on which you ſhall have purged it of 
all that pollutes, and freed it from all that encum- 
bers, it; the day on which you ſhall have per- 
fected its different elements, eſtabliſned a cloſer 
connection between its various parts, given to 
its centre à greater degree of intenſity towards 
all the points of the circle which its rays are 
meant to attain, Celebrate more than all, —as 
ſoon as you ſhall have pronounced it,. - the ſup- 
preſſion of the laſt veſtige of that predatory and 
murderous code, which, in ſpite of yourſelves, 
condemns you always to derive. your public man- 
ners from immorality. Then adding ſuch an 
exerciſe of power to the triumph of ſtrength, 
there is not a ſentiment which you may not ſub- 
due even in the hearts of your enemies, of 
thoſe who have hitherto been your victims. 


23 _ PzOPLE 


94 | : veyzncE "or THE © 

* ProvLy « or FRANCE [1 now come to another 
capital truth to which I entreat your utmoſt 
poſſible attention. It is a fundamental baſis 
quite as neceſſary to public morality, as that 
morality itſelf is indiſpenſable in the magiſtrates 
of the er and in a IO Government, 


The energetic ſaying of: Plutarch, That a 
Ws might ſooner be built in the air than à city 
eſtabliſhed without religion, was quoted i in the 
National Aſſembly in 1789: and PLuTarcy 
and thoſe who quoted him appeared ridiculous 
to the faction which then prevailed. Oh] by 
what mortal anguiſh have thoſe ſenſeleſs ſneers 
been ſince expiated! How many unfortunate 
members of that faction, which contained as 
many blind as criminal men, either in the agonies 
of their terrar at a time when the ſtep of a man 
or the ruſtling of a leaf froze their very blood, 
or when their heads were placed on the ſcaffold 
beneath the fatal axe, have ſince curſed them- 
ſelves for having rendered their efforts impotent 
who wiſhed to ſave them, even when they had 
themſelves armed the hands and filenced the 
conſciences of their own aſſeſſing? 


Take away religion fon e Ciro, 
—and his life will become a conſtant ſcene of 
trouble 
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trouble and confuſion . Make piety to the Gods 
dijapjear,—fays the ſame orator, —and, im- 
mediately good-faith, and human ſociety, and the 
moſt excellent Y all virtues, JUSTICE, will alſo 
a! appear N. 


Would you rather conſult your on favourite 
oracles? Liſten then to MaBLy: he will tell 
you, that be does not believe that the empire of 
GOOD MANNERS can exiſt where none but mere 
men alt as magiſtrates, where the magiſtrates and 
the citizens are not convinced of that important 
truth of a Providence cho governs the. world, 
who ſees the moſt ſecret movements of our minds, 
who will puniſh. vice and reward virtue in another 
life 1. Conſult JEAN Jacquss: at the very 
moment when he opens a boundleſs field to the 
will and caprice of the multitude, Roussxau, a 
fanatic in a double ſenſe, and at a loſs how to 
act in order to render the ſtrength of the check 
proportionable to the exceſs of licentiouſneſs, 
not only inſiſts on the neceſſity of @ civil religion | 
which keeps that important ww” roars in 


* Sanftitatem . . religionem . , 1 ſublatis per- 
turbatio vitz ſequitur et magna N De Natard Deo- 
rum. 

+ Atque haud ſcio an, pietate adverſus Deos ſublatg, fides 
etiam et ſocietas hymani generis, et una excellentiſſima vir- 
tus jJUSTITIA tollatur. De Natur. Deor. 

t Third diſcourſe of Pnociox. 


Z 4 the 


. $4 winter ot THe 

| the minds of men; hot only inſiſts on the ne- 
, ciffuy or giving to the ſovereign the power of 
inipoſing | on ench individual  profeſion of 


faith, and of fixing the articles thereof; bur de- 
; clares whoever does not believe them incapable of 


being a good citizen or @ faithful Jubjef 3 he con- 


demis all ſüch to baniſbment as being  vNs0- 
tfantr; and on thoſe who, after baving pub- 
Ae adolf theſe Jame dogmas, aft as if 
they did not believe ten, he inflicts the en 
Wir of death ©, n 


Peibepe Mak will be Milcken ou more 6 fe 


celving this great leſſon from a Perſonage Wo 


is ndw THE Max or TE AGE, who has founded 

thirteen Republics i in one; who has been the 

governor of them, and whg having ſuccel- 

Lively filled the offices of general, legiſlator, and 

ſupreme magiſtrate, has given à glorious con- 

tradiction to Machiaveliſm, in not having ad- 

vanced, during his triple career, a ſingle ſtep 

| which virtue did not regulate, and in having ob- 
| tained in each of them all the ſucceſs which for- 
tune could beſtow." French Republicans! liſten 

to the Preſident of the United States of Ame- 
rica ; take vp that will of WAsHNOTOx“s which 
= the ame, ir they are worthy” of It, "vill 


| | 0 Social cops, Yook i iv. W 


1 erve 
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_ preſerve in the fame manner as the Jews pre- 
ſerved the tables of Moszs; and read that -paſ- 
ſage which J tranſeribe with a reſpe& that is di- 
vided between the holy truths which it contains 
"me We: VINE hand that AY (hem, 7 


te of Fai the « diſpoſitions and habits which lead 
ce to political proſperity, rehgion and morality 
te are indiſpenſable ſupports. In vain would that 
t man claim the tribute of patriotiſm, - who 
© ſhould labour to ſubvert theſe great pillars of 
« human happineſs, theſe firmeſt props of men 
« and citizens. The mere politician, equally 
te with the pious man, ought to reſpect and to 
te cheriſh them. A volume could not trace all 
te their connections with private and public ſeli- 
« city, Let it be fimply aſked, where is the 
« ſecurity for property, for reputation, for liſe, 
« if the ſenſe of religious obligation deſert the 
te oaths, which are the inſtruments of inveſtiga- 
« tion? And let us with caution indulge the 
e ſuppoſition, that morality can be maintained 
te without. religion. Whatever may be con- 
e ceded to the influence of refined education on 
* minds of peculiar ſtructure, reaſon and ex- 
te perience both forbid us to expect that national 
te morality can prevail i in excluſion of religious 


IE 


10 cc Tis 


-.« ?Tis ſubſtantially true, that virtue or mora- 
c lity is a neceſſary ſpring of popular govern- 
* ment. The rule indeed. extends with more 
« or leſs force to every ſpecies of free govern- 
«© ment. Who, that is a ſincere friend to it, 
4 can look with indifference vpon attempts to 

« ſhake the foundation of the fabric *?” 


Fhiiwenman ! 1 dwell upon this truth becauſe 


I am thoroughly convinced of its extreme im- 
portance. I did not ſuppoſe that my teſtimony 
could have the ſame weight as all theſe foreign 


teſtimonies, with thoſe who oppole it; but I have. 
not yet advanced the moſt powerful argument. 
Is not every truth of this kind weakened, when- 


ever we ſeek to ſupport it by other proofs than 
thofe which our own ſituation affords? When 
Folly, armed with torches and with poniards, 
has hovered over our heads for five whole years, 
threatening all thoſe whom ſhe could not de- 
ſtroy ; when the groans of the victims {till vibrate 
on our ears, and on our hearts; when you, 


virtuous Republicans, cannot advance a ſtep on 


the land which you inhabit, wichout the fear of 
treading upon innocent aſhes, which all your 


* General Waſhington's addreſs to the people of the 
Vaited-States. ; | | 
> ſorrows 
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ſorrows are inadequate to revive; when this heap 
of calamities is the produce of three legiſlatures, 
which firſt ſhook, and ſoon after diſſolved all the 
ties of morality and religion, all of which now 
ſhudder at the contemplation of their own work; 
all of which have contained ſome moral and 
religious men ; which now lament their inatten- 
tion to the councils of ſuch members; which at 
the time trampled them under foot, and made 
the exterminating car, whence they ſpread death 
over a whole nation, paſs over their bodies ;— 
What good effect can foreign examples produce 
on men who are ſurrounded by ſuch ſcenes, and 
haraſſed by ſuch reflections“? 


Thoſe who ſtand in need of crimes for the 
uſurpation of power ſeek for ſome means of 
filencing the conſciences of men, and for this 
purpoſe they inſcribe on the gates of death— 


Eternal Sleep. But they are no ſooner in poſ- 
ſeſſion of that power than they haſten to heat the 
reveillez in the midſt of the tombs, to reſtore 


* What are the leſſons of hiftory when compared to our ruins ? 
obſerved, long ago, one of thoſe men whom Providence 
ſeems to have preſerved in France in order to inveſt them 
with the moſt holy of all ſacerdotal dignities, and to confide 
to their genius as much as to their talents, the care of a ſacred 
park of juſtice and humanity, 


its 
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| remunerating and avenging God, whoſe exiſtence 


remorſe,” as they, ftimulated by the intereſt of 


an inconteſtible truth; a neceſſity the more 
urgent for that ſpecies of government of which 


ie, while it tolerates all * of r. 


fortunæ magnæ et gravi commota' injutià; cujus ſi majorem 
aliquamlevationem reperire potaiſſem, non ad hne 1 


us immortality to the ſoul, and to proclaim 3 


js as ſtrongly atteſted to themſelves by their own 


ambition, perſuade thoſe of it en wiſh 
to n Ty | 


n as to victims, look at the death of "208 
theXVIth, of his family, and his faithful friends, 
Hear men as eloquent as Cicero exclaim with 
him: ** An agonized heart, a violent cataſtrophe, 
* the redoubled ſtrokes of injuſtice, and the 
« gyerwhelming burden of calamity, brought 
me back to theſe truths. I have believed in 
tt them, becauſe I have obtained from them a 


« degree of conſolation which I had in vain 
« ſought elſewhere®!” ſal 
of 


Let us conſider then the neceſſity of a religion 
for the baſis and ſummit of the ſocial edifice, as 


morality conſtitutes the ſole ſecurity z a neceſſity 


'® Hortata eſt ut me ad hec MIO — 


confugiſſem. De Nat. Deor. 


preſcribe 
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preſcribts a national warſap.. - Private . worſhip 
may preſent nothing more than the /weaknek 
of an individual who feeks. for a ſupport. But 
it is of -eanſequence that public manuers mould 
have a known regulator; that public power ſhauld 
diſplay a ſubmiſſion to that Power which knows 
neither bounds, nor injuſtice, nor | error. It 
is of conſequence, that the ſtrength of man 
ſhould he ptoſtrate before the juſtice of God, 
that he ſhauld believe in his ſuperintendence, 
hope for. his rewards, and dread his chaſtiſe- 
ments. And all theſe grand objects can only be 


fulfilled by 4 ae P 


N 2 ic 58 48. 74 


728 5 
* - . 0 


Taper inquire. qu" the _ Re- 
public is on the point of poſſeſſing this indiſpen- 
ſable ſupport, this firmeſt prop, this neceſſary ſpring 
of 2 popular: gverument | ». 


N \ bs 3 
Ni Vt 2 > | ' 100 i # #4 dh 3+; 


Soch bas Wen det impious diet hu 
daily marked more and more ſtrongly. all your 
political inſtitutions, ſince the commencement af 
your troubles, that, on opening your laſt Conſti- 
tutional Act, I praiſed its non-excluſion of private 
worſhip, the fame protection indiſeriminately 
accorded to all, the ſimple pronunciation ot the 
name of the Supreme Being, and the quotation 
of two maxims, perhaps. eather ſecretly.. ſtolen 

than 


ſtill tepels the prieſts who have ſuffered. depor- 


ed the young Conqueror to pollute his glory, 


330% bprerkwer or tus 
; than openly borrowed om the ungen La 


of the e Chviftians.. UE 

| Well; even 0 en texts whe my wink 
gent commendations were effaced, diſappeared, 
when I looked for their practical - application: 
at leaft, the examination diſcloſed to me conſe- 
quences abſolutely contradictory to them, in 
which the good almoſt always belonged to the 
private actions of individuals, and che evi to the 
actions of the Government. . 


© Þ 7 A _ 


Thus, ſome chigekes bete beak opened again 


by the religious zeal of individuals, while others 


have been ſhut or prophaned EY ab es _ 
* che Government. "A a 19 ele 


Thus ke have been claimed, Nan and 
defended by their flocks, while the Government 


tation; and ſtill keeps in irons the 20,000yPri- 


ſoners, to whoſe fate I wiſh to * an attention 


_ minute. 4% 02 0247 21212003 160 
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tori abe 2 — r of the Bond 
Duchy march, at this time, towards the 
capital of the Chriſtian world? Who arder- 


by 
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357, 
by turning his arms agairiſt a Pontiff of eighty; 
whoſe conduct has always been inoffenſibe, 
and paternal even to thaſe who had become 
his enemies “; guilty only of having attempted 
to defend the patrimony confided to his admi- 
niſtration, and of having reſigned himſelf to 
martyrdom in en of: the truths committed 
to his care? | | | £ + IH 


Whende came, in the pretended peace that 
was offered him, that artifice, as unſkilful as it 
was odious, of mixing conceſſions which neceſ- 
ſity extorted from the Sovereign, with diſavowals 
which wed interdicted to a Pontiff? 


It has been ſaid; that, as the 8 had been 
drowned in the blood of Kings, the time was now 
come for * the altar in the blood of the 


Some French Republicans, ſhipwrecked on the coaſts of 
the Papal territory, were received with every mark of the 
moſt benevolent hoſpitality. | By the laſt intercepted' corre- 
ſpondence it appeared that the Pope refuſed to- declare 
war, although it was repreſented to him to be a religions 
war. Not a ſingle bull has been iſſued againſt the French 
| Republic. Never was conduct more innocent, more mo- 
derate, more prudent, and yet more noble than that of 
Pius VI. Never was aggreſſion more unjuſt, more cruel, 
more blind, and more vile than that of which he is the auguſt 
victim. | 
Prince 


—— 
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Prince of Prieſts l. I reject this horrid ides, 


although it terrifſed one of your Republicans, 


as much diſtinguiſhed by his morals; as by his 
talents e; bur yet, whither are they going, and 
what do they want? When they have onee entered 
that ſacred city, which way can they advance a 
ſtep without meeting with their own condema- 
ation f . 


f 


ls it modern Rome that they pretend to inful 


in the very ſanctuary of her God? She will ſay to 
them, Religion, who has pitched her tent with- 


< in my walls, formerly civilized your anceſtors; 
ec ſhe transformed them from barbarians into men: 
e you have deſtroyed her; you have forfeited all 


<< pretenſions to humanity, and have fallen into 


« a ſpecies of barbariſm worſe than that from 
«© which ſhe extricated your anceſtors,” | ö 


Will they go to the Capitol to invoke the 


ſhade of ancient Rome? She will ſhrink back 
with horror at their approach; ſhe will exclaim 
with a voice of thunder, , When I was a Re- 
e public, free and virtuous, I had ſo great 2 
« reſpect for the ties which bind a man to his 
« native ſoil, that J ſolemnly proclaimed the 


® M. QUATREMER« 


cc impoſſi- 


| $85 | A 


7 FRENCH" EMIGRANTS, 353- 
1 impotiibilic of breaking them by any power 
« contrary to his own will. It was a maxim in 
« my legiſlation, that tbe "whole people could not 
« deprive a: Angie Roman of bis right of citizen- 
_ « fbip®. 'SYLLA, all terrible and all deſpotic as 
he was; Svira, who conquered i in the name 
« of the Republic; could put four legions of pri- 
© ſoners to the ſword, but could not deprive the 
e inhabitants of Volterra, who at that time BokE 
« x4xzMs againſt him f, of the character of Ro- 
«© man citizens. Cicero, profcribed during his 
abſence; Ciczro, declared dead in law, de- 
« ſpoiled of his property by two Catilinarian 
« Cove" Wo tia" dbzided ir beteten them, 
e returned, . amidſt the acclamations of the whole 
Republic, to tell his country that no one had 
« the right to ſeparate him from her; that he 
te had neither been ſummoned, examined, nor 
te tried F; that even if he had been convicted, 
« they would not have had the right to eee 


FA. 
1244 x by % 


Civilatem nemo alle -unquam Populi Ju. amittet invitus. 
Cicero pro Domo ſua. 

+ Hane verd Velaterranit. cum etiam tunc Pe armis 
L.SYLLa victor republic recuperata, comitiis, centuriatis, 
civitatem eripere non potuit. Cicero pro Domo ſud. 

7 Quis me unquam ulla lege interrogavit ? Quis poſtulavit ? 
Quis diem dixit? Poteſt igitur damnati pœnam ſuſtinere 
indemnatus ? Ibid. 


AY ce a ſeg- 
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«a ſentence: of baniſhment upon him; that 
<« where the rights of citizenſhip could be taken 
« away, Liberty could not be preſerved *; that, 
te in ſhort, neither the violence of the times, vor 
* the power of the magiſtrates, nor the importance 
« of the Jubjeft of trial, nor, laſtly, the power 
cc. -of the whole Roman people, which in other 
« reſpetts is pre-eminent; could overturn that 
« fundamental law, that NO' MAN. AN BB DE- 
© PRIVED OF HIS COUNTRY AGAINST HIS-WILLf! 
« And Ciokxo was carried back in triumph to 
ic his confiſcated houſe; and the Senate thanked, 
& by a decree, the foreign towns which had 
« given him refuge during the period of his 
ic proſcription. This, FRENCEMEN, was what 
© ROME called Liberty. Generals of this new 
te Republic! your maſters are miſtaken. The 
c reward of their exploits is to be found on the 


« Tarpeian Rock, and not in the Capitol!“ 
I can think but of one anſwer which theſe ; 

Generals could make, and it is ſuch a one as : 
Si ſemel eivitas adini _poref, retineri libertas non poi. 

Idem pro A. Czcina. n 


+ Majores noſtri de civitate et libertate ea jura ſanxerunt, 
quz nec vis temporum, nec potentia magiſtratuum, nec res 
tum judicata, nec denique univerſi Populi Romani poteſtas, 
qua cæteris rebus eſt maxima, labefactare poſſit. Id. pre 

Domo, | 


makes 
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makes me ſhudder; that of Bxzxwvs, when he 


was weighing with falſe weights the gold which 
he had exacted, by way of contributions: — Woe 


10 the vengayſbid. 


| The terrible AtTi.a made a very different 
anſwer, when the great Lzo made him experi- 
ence reſpe&t and know humanity. The Scourge 


'of God turned away from his city at the voice of 
his Pontiff, and Rome remained untouched _ 
amidſt the ruins of Italy. Soon after, the ſame 
virtue which had ſubdued ATTILA at the gates 
of Rome, diſarmed Gzwszric within its walls. 
We ſhall ſee if the French Generals will ſuffer 
themſelves to be exceeded in generoſity by theſe 
Chicfs of the Huxs and Nn 


PeorLs! 1 have aſked myſelf more than once 
what ſecret motive could have excited, and par- 
ticularly can now keep up, that ſpirit of perſe- 
cution, that deſtructive rage againſt the religion 
of our forefathers, 


They are not political motives. Who does 
not know that, when a government is once. 
eſtabliſhed, religion either ſubmits to it as to 
the will of Heaven, or lends it its affiſtance for 
the happineſs of man? Who does not know 

aA 2 that, 


* 
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that, according to the doctrine of that religion, 
he would be deemed 1MP1ous who ſhould main- 
* tain that it had only deſcended to the earth for 
| - the ſubjects of one form of government? The 
| Gospel. was brought to all men and to all 
people, to the Romans and to the Fews; to the 
Parthians and to the Elamites ; to the Cretes and 
to the Arabians*, The GosetL has ſeen the 
face of human ſocieties changed, their inſtitu- 
tions ſucceſſively ſwallowed up in the abyfs of 
time, and, after paſſing through ſeventeen cen- 
turies, it has reached us in its primitive purity, 
Switzerland impatiently bore with the tyrannical 
miniſters of a diſtant monarchy ; ſhe became 2 
Republic, but retained Chriſtianity. Florence 
became tired of a ſtormy and blood-ftained Re- 
public, and ſought for ſafety and repoſe in the 
government of an individual; but when ſhe 
changed her laws, ſhe preſerved her faith. I 
confeſs, a long time elapſed before I could com- 
prehend how thoſe members of your councils 
who ſincerely wiſhed for a Republic, and who 
were firmly convinced that it would be eſta- 
bliſhed, could negle& to conſolidate it by the 
happy union, the indeſtructible cement of /aws, 
morals, and religion intermixed. 


* Romani et Judæi; Parthi et Elamithe; Crites ut Mrobes 
Act. Apoſt, 


It 
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It is becauſe that ſame religion which connects 


with every true government, with every thing 
that can be called a real law, with every thing 


that is known by the name of good manners, is 


in fact incompatible with crime, with plunder 
and aſſaſſination, with perjury and calumny, 


with oaths of hatred and rejoicings for murders. 


Thus we every where meet with that corrupting 
| ferment, that peſtilential germ which is inherent 
in-works of blood and rapine. Thus the French 
Republic, until ſhe ſhall have deſtroyed every 


circle which will ſentence her to ſubſiſt without 
morals from the want of religion, then to ſubſiſt 


without religion from the want of morals; and. 


ſuch i is the ſtate that will conſtitute her public 
manner. 


What will be the laſt point of the neceſſary 
progreſſion of ſuch a ſtate of corruption? PzoeLE 
or Francs ! ſhudder, but attend. The laſt 


point will be- this If your individual morality * 


does not triumph over the public immorality, this 
will triumph over that. 


It has already come to this point;—that the 
beſt of your governors think themſelves under 
AA 3 


trace of it, will never be able to quit the vicious 


the 
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the neceſſity of ſtill paying 2 daily tribute to 
| tyranny, injuſtice, and immorality, ſeeking to 
mollify where they deſpair of conquering. No 
if this neceſſity do not ſpeedily ceaſe, one of two 
things muſt. inevitably enſue: either the habit 
of vice will become natural to them, and the 
number of your oppreſſors will increaſe; or it 
will become impoſſible for them to ſupport func- 
tions, in the diſcharge of which they muſt in- 
ceſſantly act in contradiction to their conſcience, 
and then you will have no more defenders, _ 


Another conſequence of this corruption is, 
that the poiſon which infects the public manners 
will be univerſally infuſed into domeſtic manners; 
that the ties of blood, the ſentiments of virtue, 
the obligation of oaths and of contracts, reſpe& 
for the property of others, truth, and modeſty, 
will ceaſe to be cheriſhed in the French Republic, 
except in a few private circles, while the oppoſite 
vices will openly diſplay over the whole ſurface of 
her territory their infamous and inſolent profti- 
tution. 53 


Another conſequence is, that a generation is, 
in all probability, now riſing in France, (not 
that of youth, which on leaving the cradle may 
ſtill have been ſurrounded by virtuous 9 
and 
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and examples; but that of infancy which has had 
the misfortune to be born at the ſame time 28 
the French Revolution, — a generation, 1 -fay, 
the bare idea of which makes me thudder, a 
generation which, growing up in the midſt of 
diſorders, deprived of inſtruction and deſticdtt 
of guides, unable even to diſtinguiſh truth from 
falſehood, and juſtice from injuſtice; will prove 
a malevolent and degraded race; the ſhame and 
the chaſtiſement of that haughey reafon which 


thought it could delie r e ee 
eee ITT 6 een 
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Renke conſequence is, that, even admitting 
the fuppoſition that falſe property may ſucceed 
in eſtabliſhing itſelf for à certain time in the 
hands of the uſurpers, France will then exhibit 


nerals and magiſtrates ſucceſſively appropriuted to 
their own nſe the confiſcated dates of the van- 
guiſhed. ' This ſucceſſion of rapine rendered large 
fortunes odious to the people, who no longer conf « 
dered the Senate as any thing more than a confe- 
deration of banditti. To be born rich was a crime 
in their eyes. The Government loſt its main 


Jpring. The Republic became enfeebled by its 


conqueſts, It was ' ſoon found to be e 8 
AA 4 ih; 


ſuch a ſcene as Italy erſt exhibited when; "aftet 
they had reduced her by force, the Roman ge- 
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out order, without harmony, and without princi- 
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the formation of the centuries, | to comſiult num bers 
more uban property, which was ratber tolerated 
than regarded as lawful. - An indigent populace 
was ſeen to diſpoſe of places with ſupreme power, 
and moſt frequently to ſell them. The old autho- 
rities, ſuſpended by popular tyranny, retained no 
Power but: to att in oppofition- to each otber, and 
to Produce ſchiſms in the Hate. The government, 
zransformed into-a_ democracy. of ſavages, obliged 
tu incorporate with the different - people of Hah, 
became @ confuſed aggregate, without chief, with- 


. * e Movements were ee 

This Wa dk dann the alle gap 
N either from motives of juſtice or of envy, 
would be joined by the ſons and the grandſons, 
the nephews and the grand · nephews of the true 
proprietors, whoſe eſtates had been confiſcated. 
When CATILINE was about to ſet fire to Rome, 
to maſſacre the Senate, and to make. himſelf 
King, who were. his ſoldiers? a mixture, that, 
at firſt ſight, muſt appear ſtrange and whimſical, 
but which a little reflection enables us to account 
for :—the accomplices and the victims of SyLLa; 


#* Confiderations fur P Origine # les Revolutions du Gouvernt- 
ment des Romains. Chap. 26. Tom, 2. Imprime à Paris, 
chez les freres de Bux R, 1778. 

old 
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old executors of the proſcriptions, and young 
children of the proſcribed; CArrlixt made the 
wickedneſs of the one, and the deſpair. af the 
other, N ſubſervient to his ee | 


5 an ee laſtly; is to be appre- 
ha from the fate of Rome, where, out of 
this dreadful anarchy, and out of the crowds of 
that vaſt population of envious, malignant, vin- 
dictive, furious, criminal, and indigent men, 
bands of gladiators and banditti were compoſed, 
which infeſted all Italy. Some of theſe were 
formed into regiments by the falſe proprietors, 
who wiſhed to defend their uſurpations by this 
motley militia, but who, not having money to 
pay ſuch a numerous banditti, permitted tbem 10 
Hop the paſſengers on the high road o: others ſpon- 
taneouſly aſſembled, ſaying to themſelves, that 
it would be the height of folly in them to remain 
paſſive” ſpectators of the pillage in which they 
might participate; that they had as much right 
to the confiſcated eftates as thoſe who had taken 
poſſeſſion of them; and that they ought, at leaſt, 
to have leſs ſcruple in ſeizing them, becauſe 
they only took them from uſurpers, while the 
others, had ſtolen them from their lawful owners, 


See the book laſt quoted. 
Faxxcunnl 
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FRENCHMEN ] if I may give credit to the debates 
of your two Councils, the meſſages of your Di- 
rectory, and the accounts of your writers, you 
already begin to feel this laſt ſcourge. Ia 
every part of your territory J ſee organized 
thie ves ſpring out of the diſorganization of the 
focial ſyſtem. I ſee their bands aſſembled under 
different names, and employed in the different 
kinds of plunder and affaſſination 1—1 ſee grand 
trimars,  detourneurs . arcatiens 1, fan- 
cheurs 5, cbauſſeurs ], &c. I ſee whole colonies 
of banditti ſurrounding moſt of the great com- 
munes, attacking the travellers, and ſtopping the 
couriers . I ſee regiments of thieves, encamped 
and ftationed in the woods, ſcarcely paſſing a night 
eithout laying fiege to ſome country-ſeat or opulent 
farm I ſee all rhe galley flaves at Bro 
Ong from their chains Ft, and infeſting the 
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* Thieves, who frequent the theatres and public places, 

_ + Hovuſe-breakers. : 

1 Coiners and forgers. 

5 Aﬀaſſins, : 

{| Incendiaries, who ſometimes burn farms, and at others, 
force the inhabitants to deliver up their effects, by roaſting þ 
the ſoles of their feet. * i 
Extract from the Redacteur, a Government paper. 


a <= 


Report to the Council of Five Hundred. 
++ When the Police Miniſter complained to the Marine 
Miniſter of the eſcape of theſe galley- ſlaves, the latter re· 


plied, that they had not money to 90 their Reepers, th 


high 
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high roads after having incorporated themſelves. 

with the remains of -Babeuf's arm. Laſtly, I 
ſee thieves diſtinguiſhed by the ee of | 
Cbauſſeurs forming, in the midſt of ſociety, a ſort. 
F armed confrderacy, for the purpoſe of deſtroying 
its firſt elements; ſpreading deſolation over tb 
towns and villages; at one time forcing an en- 
trance into private houſes, ſeizing the inhabitants, | 

and committing on their perſons every kind of vie= 
lence which the moſt refined ferocity can invent, in 
order to extort à ſurrender of their moſt valuable 
effefts ; at another, attacking the public carriages 
and couriers on the high roads, tripping them,. © 
and making the paſſengers witneſs ſuch ſcenes of 
horror, as render them fearful of undertaking the 
ſhorteſt journey. This laſt picture is drawn by 
the hand of the DixzcTorr itſelf f. 


FrENCAMEN |! I mult exert ſufficient courage 
to tell you one dreadful truth; if one of theſe 
banditti, when brought to trial, were to point 
with one hand to the public accuſer, who repre- 
ſents the Government, and with the other to the 
Emigrant's code; adding to a geſture ſo expreſſive 
theſe few words I have followed the example of 


* From the Hiforien, by M. Du Porr dz Nemours. 
+ See the meſſages of the Directory in the Redadteur, and 
the Journal de France et d' Angleterre, p. 23 and 34. 


my 
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my accuſer, —it would not be poſſible to make 

him a rational anſwer. The public accuſer would, 

doubtleſs, only be led to accelerate his con- 
demnation; but then it would be Fovquigr 
TinviL,s pronouncing a ſentence of death 
upon DanTow and BRIssor. I ſhould have 
had ſome ſcruple in ſuggeſting ſuch a means of 
juſtification, if it had not already been tried. 
Remember the four aſſaſſins, who went to the 
place of execution with the utmoſt gaiety, and 
jumped upon the ſcaffold as exempt from te- 
morſe as from fear, while one of them exclaimed, 
We die Goop rann. Goop Tauvsse 0k 


oO! how anxious have I been to finiſh. chefs 
dreadful details ! and how much has it coſt me 
to go through them! But in that ſame country 
there are millions of Gentoos, whoſe manners may 
ſtill become the public manners. But for this 
hope, what exile could even form a wiſh to re- 
turn to that disfigured land? never ſhould we 
think ourſelves too far removed from it. 


Prorxx or France! I propoſed a a fourth 
-queſtion to you; I aſked you whether you had 
a ſtable G overnment ? 


Extract from the Cenſeur : Journal de France ot d Angu- 
terre, P- 40. 
f But, 
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But, in fact, after all that we have ſeen, we 
have rather a conſequence to draw than a diſ- 
cuſſion to undertake. We muſt conclude, and 


not argue. 


4 Soctety without Proprietors —A. State with- 
out Finances. Republic without Liberty——A 


code of unjuſt and barbarous laws—Immorality 


and impiety the cbaracteriſtics of the public mans 


fore you have a ftable Government ? 


I will not add a ſingle particular to this re- 


capitulation. It freezes my heart as it iſſues ' 


from my pen, and I ſhall leave you to contem- 
plate it with that ſalutary terror which it mo to 
Impreſs on your minds, 


1 do not ſpare you ; but I ſerve you. I only 
excite your alarm at the exceſs of your calamities, 
for the purpoſe of ſtimulating you to accelerate 
the remedy for the application of which, perhaps, 
but an inſtant remains. When truth is directed 
to the attainment of an object ſo important, it 

becomes a duty. Silence would be treachery. 
However dreadful my pictures may appear to 


you, they can ſcarcely equal many of thoſe 
* 


ners; What would you ſay of me, if from ſuch 
premiſes I ſhould draw this concluſion, —There- 
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which have been exhibited to you by your prin- 
cipal Governors; and did your Governors when 
they pointed out vice put you on che road to 


virtue? 


- Poets or Fravcz! the ſecond general 
queſtion which I had to diſcuſs muſt appear to 
you as fully decided as the firſt. You cannot 
doubt, I believe, that vor ter , unites with 
jusricz, and INTEREST with DUTY, in urging. 
you to proſcribe the proſcription of which au 
Frenchmen, thoſe who remain in France as well 
as thoſe who have left it, are equally the 
victims. 


I might, if I choſe it, ſay with propriety, that 
my taſk is now finiſhed. It is doing 'a great 
deal, in ſhort it is doing all that the neceſſity of 
the moment, and all that circumſtances require, 
to prove, that the preſent ſyſtem cannot continue, 
becauſe it bears within itſelf a principle of helf 
deſtruction. Yet I ſhall not ſtop here. Aſter 
having ſo long occupied your attention with the 
dreadful conſequences of our diviſions, I do not 
merely feel the deſire, but abſolutely experience 
the want of amuſing you with a more happy 
proſpect, which, by means of our union, might 
immediately be realized, | 


But 


FRENCH EMIORANTS. 367 
But the loud cry of France which ſummons 
you to the elections has ſounded in my ear, and 
- awakened all the powers of my mind. Amidſt 
thoſe ſacred appeals, amidſt thoſe calls for relief 
which the country addreſſes to all her children, 
at the fatal moment which muſt decide her fate, 
I can only wiſh to haſten your ſteps towards the 
poſt at which ſhe expects you, and to ſtrew on 
your road ſome germs of public ſafety which 
your zeal will gather and your reflection fertilize. 
The only tribute then that remains for me to 
pay will conſiſt of mere rapid ſketches and de- 
tached principles. | 


Your ſafety depends entirely on three prin- 
cipal points. The Elections; Peace; and the 
Reviſion of your Laws. 


1. The Erxcrions. Until thoſe ſhall be 
completed there can be no danger of repeating 
to you too often, that that man plunges perhaps 
a poniard in the hearts of his father, his wife, 
and his children; provokes the return of the 
reign of terror, and ſeeks to place another Ro- 
BERSPIERRE On the throne of France, who does 
not go to the aſſembly to which he belongs, to 
contribute by his ſuffrage to the election of a 
worthy repreſentative of the people, of a worthy 

7 | magi- 
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Citizens of F rance, if you 1 away ws hs 


elections, if the repreſentatives, of the nation 
are elected in the ſame manner as the officers of 
your national guards have been of late, con- 


tinue to ſuffer, but ceaſe to complain ; for you 
will have fortened all right to do ſo. 


"Why did the ſections in wendete excite 


ſo lively an intereſt throughout Europe? Why 


vas their cauſe eſpouſed with paſſion, and all 
their motions followed with anxiety ? Why did 


their failure become the ſubje of public regret, 
and their martyrs the _ of weten vene· 
ration * 


"Becauſe Europe then ſaw men who eln their 


en who neither deſerted nor ſacrificed their 
rights, who ran in crowds to form. a rampart 


with their bodies for the defence of their country, 
which was no ſooner regenerated than threatened. . 


Becauſe thoſe men, by the expoſition of the 


grandeſt principles, and by the diſplay of the 
nobleſt courage, avenged the character of the 
French Nation. Then the nation was deemed 


no longer unworthy to be free. Then they 


ceaſed 


magiſtrate of the people, of a erh aan. | 8 


{ 
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| ceaſed: to charge her with. the. reſponſibility for 
her own calamities. The teign of ROBERSPIERRE 
appeared to be what it really had been, the in- 
evitable reſult of a complicated fatality which no 
people have eſcaped. The objects of oppreſſion 
were ſeen to unite for the common defence of the. 
country, as ſpon as their union became poſſible. 
They were ſeen reſolved to reſiſt by force only 
when they were no longer able to reſiſt by the 
law, which was on the point of falling with them, 
and even then braving danger without attempting 
to attack, At length the day came on which 
order was not equal to zeal, on which fortune 
did not follow juſtice, and on which the want of 
means contributed to the defeat of the virtuous, 
perhaps, more than the want of prudence, Well, 
even on that day the fate of the vanquiſhed 
was deplored, and admiration was beſtowed on 
Frenchmen Who knew how to die for. the liberty 
of their country. Surely, on that ſpot, at leaſt, 
which was the theatre of ſuch heroiſm, the 
ſpirit, that inſpired it is not, extinguiſhed ! 
It has been preſerved; it has inceſſantly ap- 
peared ſince that period, the whole importance 
of which is not yet underſtood, It is more than 
doubtful whether the defeat has not been more 
uſeful .to., the + vanquiſhed, party, than to the 
rivcaphant faction. The Convention conquered 
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tory. That day gave birth to public opinion, 
which has gradually acquired freſh ſtrength 


. amidft all the partial attacks which it has had 
to ſuſtain. It has been often fettered, becauſe | 


its province was only to ſpeak and not to att. 
The moment of its action is now come: This 
action muſt take place, fully and entirely in the 
; primary aſſemblies, in the electotal aſſemblies; 


in the. choice that muſt proceed from both : an 


action henceforth peaceable; but on that actoünt 
the more awfol, and which, if it be communi- 


cated « over all Ft rance, will obtain the moſt legal, 
the moſt conftitutional, and the brot irrevocable 
of all triumphs, » 


Primaty Aﬀernblies! Electoral Aiſerablies! 
extraordinary times have given you extraordinary 
means of Kk Zwiog the moral characters ↄf the 
candidates between whom you have to decide. It 
is at leaſt ſome compenſation for your calamities 
to be informed 'of the private characters of the 


only men who can put a end t to "them. N 


The lidic man, * man- chat i is nn 
diſintereſted, gobd, courageous, and the friend 
of peace, is the man thut is deſerving of your 
ſulfrages; in wharever diviſion ot ſubdiviſion: of 

party 


the Sections; but the Sections conquered Vie- 
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party he may haye been claſſed, either hy habits 
which he has now left off, by circumſtances us 
ſince egg, or * * or falſe 1 re 


* d yourſelves * the pcs which 
authority .may ſeck to exerciſe. over your choice... 
1% Your, ſafety, requires that... the, executive. 
government ſhould receive the impulſe ROM 
"NP it to, the new beide bar.. #9 


10 vin be the. province. of, than bady.ta. FR 
that. is-requiſue for your happineſa ʒ but it i aur 
province to ſend proper members, toit. If you, 
once ſucceed in jprogueing; angther ird qt mau, 
vhoſe prybity is aboye ſuſpicioa, whoſe prudence. 
is above doubt, your wiſhes: . wp | 
alen, Pry vil Ar AIRY 11 
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2. Prserl Prebl Pracy) You 12 
it, and it is in 8 N to obtain it. 


I. 


To muſt have it; 8 widens. it the beſt 
compoſed legiſlative. body can do nothing, and 
vith it, it can do any thing. Yes, certainly, Europe 
is in want of peace, and all people demand it. Yes, 
England is in want of peace, and her inhabitants . 
call for it. But no country in the, whole world 
ſtands ſo much in need of it as France; and I 
BB 2 take 
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take you all to witneſs, that there is not one 

| Frenchman, unleſs it be à Jacobin, who would 

| not facrifice ſome years of his life to obtain it. 
Conſtitution, property, finances, liberty, Juſ- 
tice, morals, ftablliry,” all depend upon peace. 
I will not direct your attention to the fate of 
thoſe immoderate empires, the coloſſal am- 
bition of celebrated conquerors, for you are 
not even ſo advantageouſly ſituated as they were. 
All thoſe extraordinary perſonages, all thoſe 
grand' afbiters of the fate of their fellow-creatures, 
_ reſponſible to themſelves alone for the execution 
of their will; maſters alike abroad and at home, 
held with the ſame hand the ſceptre and the 
| ford, governed as they had conquered} and be- 
| queathed: misfortune to their heirs. But here the 
cataſtrophe follows cloſe upon the triumph; and 
ſoon, perhaps, not a victory will be announced 
to you which 16 ought not to regards ASA Ache, 

But in this place I ouſt addreſs aper: to 

your Governors, for they are the perſons who 
continue the war. As for you, the object of all 
your deſires is peace ; and as that peace muſt at 
all events be glorious to you, the greater mode- 
Tation you diſplay, the greater ſplendour aan 900 


add to your triumphs, | 


” 2 * m3 


99 AS 


Governors 


FRENCH, EMIGRANTS:& 373 
Governors of France !; you are ſeeking to in- 
flame your countrymen by ancient hatred, and 
to ſtimulate them by a new pride. You talk to 
them of humbling, of depreſſing their. rival. 
Believe me, it is not in your power to accorypliſh | 
either the one, or,the other of / theſe objects, If 
that rival made a vain attempt on your independ- 
ence fat a time when your. frontiers were open, 
and the entrails of your Republic torn: by a 
hundred factions, how can you. pretend to in- 
flict even the ſmalleſt wound upon bers, when 

+ the agean ſerves her for a rampart,, and when the 
bas gut one mind and but ane heart . to deſend 
herſelf againſt the. lighteſt « of your attacks? ? You 
do not know what that public ſpirit is in Eng- 
land, which, till more than her inſular ſituation, | 
. renders her people 2 truly diſtin& people from 
the reſt of the globe. Fou. are not acquainted 
with that ſentiment of identity by which an 
Engliſhman, incorporates his own perſon in the 

body of the ſtate, and has no idea of any fortune 
for himſelf ſeparate from the public fortune. 
Lou cannot appreciate the religious attachment 
which they all bear to their native ſoil, to the 
names and the maxims of their anceſtors, to 
their approved Conſtitution, their humane laws, 


Cor unum et anima una. 
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Mei? anos and their- Virdoces Meteln. 
"You wile töld chat Great Britain is dwided l. 


Aol you will ſe her in' maſs to roſiſt yo. 
'wilt Tee Ye mot argent ridals, ahd even the 
ivetetule enemies press each other's Hunds 
In dhe" Fahks Which Will arch do ffleet yl. 
-F'ou will bene re her te be Geprafſed?1 and ſoe 
ertürnph ordering oh miracle Will beach yet, 


*hidt nie rules upon her xlement as fully as v 


"lb Upon yours: She will be repreſented io you 
us in x Rate of dlfftreſs ] And the xthbt raſſtncht 
Uf a fHbEht wil ſupply her with che kiehes of a 


Fear. All her ſubjects Will halten to aft ehe 


goverftnent, as wel thiſe who ſuppbrt as thoſe 
"Who Hare tl. At thi bare idea of their couftty 

being threatened, and fer glory Endangered; Al 
Pyg firmen will 'go to offer what! with you'thty 
went to extolt; and in Theſe offeringa of patriot- 
"Im," an order, an efficatibufteſs, 2a Rind of fer. 


"EHllizati6n und 'reprodationt prevail, Which cn 


"Jeateely be Mabe have [lived 


"Ave Years utmidſt "that Uiſerger, deſblation, and 


Akerility e attached "We! ee 
Uribe, A ea 


nee ei XENA 
415 Mott, 4a have read 4 e winſlt 
love of the countty which formerly prevailed at 
Rome; you Have vicneſſed the enthuſiaſtic love 
of 


ey > 


we 
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of the prince which, erſt obtained in France; and 
you may be aſſured that both theſe ſentiments 
are united in the heart of an Engliſhman. Add 


to this, the rected the e re 
duals, and che ocean “. ng 0 


Y i 
T7 1 $4 


8 OF Faanca | parent that nation, how- 
ever, nor all her allies, could ſucceed in giving 
laws to you on your own territory. You ha, 
diſperſed the coalition of Europe, which. had ſur- 
rounded and even paſſed your limits. At home, 
- whatever; government you may fix upon, you 
are thoroughly ſure that it will be the effect of 
your own choice. Abroad, that part of yayr 
vaſt conqueſts which it may appear important to 


"oy « n either as 2 monument of Yory 

0 K i. . * 
* Thoſe who- * General Pa, ſo nobly and. 0 ſo 
lemnly honoured by the Archduke Charles will doubtleſs 
* conceive that, without interfezing in the diſputes of cabinets, 
J could have no ſeruple in paying a tribute of juſtice to Eng- 
land, of which indeed ſhe is not even the object, but of which 
France will be found to reap the whole utility. I am placed 
by the peculiarity of my fituation in a kind of equilibrium 
between the two nations. I think that I juſtly appreciate them 
both. I certainly judge them with that unlimited indepeyd- 
ence of mind which I will carry with me to the grave; and I 
do not feel the ſmalleſt difficulty in declaring, from the bot- 
tom of my heart, that I form the moſt ardent vows for the 


peace and proſperity of both countries. 


9 a * - 


376 © varanen Ge u 
ot a8 4 r for your frontiers, is no longer con- 
teſted. Theſe triumphs are ſuffciently brilliant. 
| Now let them fatisfy you. Now finiſh your're- 
+ "2 volution o, undd mark with a double glory, and 


ſianctify, if it be poſſible, this great epoch, by 
| 3 2 to dex gen and to you 


= = wa "#4 


71 have faid that ir depended upon ane 
| Weben peace from your governors. Vou are 
about to meet in primary aſſemblies. Chooſe 
your electors among the friends of peace. Tell 
theme wiſh fur peace. Let them tranſmit 
this mandate, or theſe rene to the repre- 
ee ee whom theys a" e 


oy 


E/ Tm ron: as the .new. d ve ha ſhall be 
Ha x ef addreſs petitions to it from all parts; and 
_ addreſs them to all the authorities which can 
concur in atchieving the happy work of peace. 
* The general wiſh of the PrOoLE or FRANC: 
being once known, cannot-be known in van. 


3. THE REVISION or YOUR LAWS : ſend ano- 
i oe 2 % ' 4. PRA 
ther mandate to your electors, and other petitions 

I could heartily have wiſhed that I had bad time to 


quote the beautiful pages of M. MoxTL0z1z on this ſob- 


je&, in his two laſt numbers, pan, + in his VOY 
* 1 Peace. 


to 
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to your governors. on this ſubjeck. This is a 
great work, and I am aware that it may appear 
0 be ſurrounded with difficulties. I certainly 
do not think it exempt from: difficulties ; but 
nothing is eaſy of accompliſhment in the ſitua- 


tion to vhich you have been reduced by ſucceſ- 4 
ſive acts of tyranny, and it would be unqueſtion= 


ably more . nnen laus than $0 
nin them. * 232 * N 


den or x Fae it is yor a abolition of 
FER homicidal exile, and of thoſe ſanguinary de- 
ciſions, which will experience the greateſt ob- 
ſtacles. Your wiſhes bave calready bren pro- 
nounced too ſtrongly on thoſe paints. Even 
ſome of our enemies have already begun to lay 
Let them remain deſpoiled of their pro- 
* perty, but why" deprive them of that which 
te can enrich no one, the aſylum of their family, 
er and tlie hbſpitality-of their friends ?* Why take 
« from them that which offers reſources to their 
cc induſtry, and the means f ſubſiſtence; 

country whoſe language they ſpeak, whoſe M- 


ce habitants are their fellow. citizens, whoſe di- 3 


0. Mate is neceſſury to their health; and but of 
« which moſt of them are devoted to a wretch- 


cc ed exiſtence or a miſerable death?! 
A 6. g | Ah! 
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vB "DEFENCE or THE- | 
Ah! 60 Gebt une of us would confider - 
even this change in our fate, even this liberty of 
| yetvrningito oureountey,'as'a bleſſing, notwith- 
"0 Nanding all he loſſes which=woiſhould ſtill have | 
— fiſtained,” Bur your intereſt as [much as ours 
_ * "pequires that; on bur return we Ihould recover 
ioc ᷑ᷓqme part of our former poſſeſſons. Recollełt 
chat we muſt appear in the character of pro- 
prietors, in order that property may revive, 
This certainly conſtitutes the e and, to 
"Rake frankly * only waar en. 
Dh iu mit Stoch lo aa = Wi 
. 3 expect that, at this cats 
ment, Lam prepared: to lay before you. a com- 
plete plan of a new ſyſtein of laws upon this grand 
object: and indeed what plan, traced out be- 
-forchand, and publiſhed without the ſtamp-of 
n 45 pat er (23159 * 


1 


11 6 bigs 

Al that en to * is, to ay-down i in ay 

e Hale and, jul ;principles, which, no vpright 
heart, no wiſe mind, no honeſt man, and no good 

. (Citizen, can refuſe to admit. To give to that 
principle the form and force of a. law, is the pro- 
Jovince of your legiſlators, , to execute that. law will 
be the duty of your governors, and to call for-its 


oy is yourright, > zl be 
5 3 Before ö 


arten Aida rs. 59 
"Before Flay down the'priticipte; it is jet ant 
dot to remove All the partial difficutties 


from which it is already diſincumbered, and” to 


ſtrip the queſtion « of every thing | that i is r 
out of the geen. TEES PETTY, 215 


. * 6 " 


Thus, novwirhſtanding what y 8 ou have been 


recently toldꝰ, nobody now talks of ride old feudal | 


rights in any other way than” as the, Abbẽ vv 
Bosc talked of the tributes impoſed upon Gaul 


0 


by the Rqmans... 5 They are no | for er conſider. 


ed | by either party as any th thing, more than mere 
objedts of hiſtorical reſearch; and. the force of 
circumſtances producing the 1 effect as s the 


laple of time, thoſe rights? and thoſe tributes n now 
hold preciſely the ſame place in the imagination. 


People, inhabitants. * the country, farmers, 


Ot. 21 IQ 7 


is n not this Alrea dy on e great { pe our of * 


W L 9 
queſtion? 


o * 7 


CY 1 18 ' . * i ' k . , « 
Pr ">. # . _—_z 7 Mee 1 a 411 
. ; by "CSS 


"Moveable anitics have been dase "rails 
laid waſte, and country-ſeats demoliſhed. f Tou 
may ſuppoſe that we lay no claim to indemnity 
for theſe loſſes, Reſtore us our field, our, ſite, 

our ruins; and this x of Juſtice, H. imperfect 


1 05 the 21{ of January... 


330 . — - ON > „ 


5 2 it may appear, we will receive as if it it were full 
and entire A0. her main object out of the 


queſtion. iE phaools of No Gs mon 


r \ Whatever * — Cit "n= bo. 
dies, whatever public eſtabliſhments we may have 
to regret, in the paſt of to de ſire for the future, i it 


n „. 


b impoſſib ſlibſe got to acknowledge that private and 


STE ; 3 


patrimonial ellates, that the property « of ing 
K duals and of famili es are entitled to, 4 prefered : 


7? 2 


and even to at an \exclolive Preference, if the 
"be recovered o on 0 other condition, " leaving 7 
"reſt to time. - What an immenſe p prey "then is 


dy left to injuſtice, to cupid] ty, to neceſſity | 


i an immenſe Sil put out ol che Auel. 


Us 


Non 
tion! os F 21 - PT * . 4 K — 
: 18 YT f 97513 he ul \ 4141. Ns FL. . ns 
2 „ne S177 exritaicenys 


Vi! fo. \ E  paper-money v which has expired ®, „eich 


4 4 8 : - - 


out having been applied to the purchaſe of land, 


the paper- money that is expiring t, and is yg 
. -unapplied, and every mortgage or ſecurity, which 


| Ning: 


L c y 1 * * 7 +: 7 E% *y 
| >; BY . , , 8 1 * 2 141 _ 4 LF ad ' . 
* « - - 


7 be e difficulty 1 * that remains, is that 


45 


vhich ſubſiſts between the old proprietors and 


] * Aſſignats. 2 +4 Mandates, | 
1 8 : that 


bas been devoured by bankruptcy, are no- 


Ar | 
that part of che bew proprietos who are in pol 
ſeſñon of private or pati imonial eſtates.— Before 
1 proceed any "Father, : ſhall Propel © two er 


oe » *- —_— 3 T1 td. he — 7 oF 
tions. 


* as 28-39 4 . 217 3 . ! 


EY ufo nlufö. 


5 7 


11 kay any one of the old People as 
will not ſubmit with tranſport to the ſacrifice 


ol a part of his former poſſeſſions, i in order to re- 
cover the reſt ? FE" $0 


* " 


4 


Is there any one of the new polſſors 1 who 
will not, with an almoſt equal degree of fai 
faction, ſacrifice a portion to preſerve the r re- 
WR * acquiſition e 


1 boldly . No. I every day hear the | 
ſentiments of the firſt, and [ frequently read choſe 
of the laſt; but even if rhey had never ſpoken 
nor written, I ſhoul4 ſtill form the ſame opinion, 
becauſe their ſentiments muſt neceſſatily be ſuch 
from the nature of Oe Senne 


wel, 8 thoſe two claſs of F reeidiven 


| aver as a fact, (and prudence alone im ls me 
to ſuppreſs the proofs,) I aver as a fact, that more 
than half of the remaining difficulties will be\re- 
moved without an effort, without any particular 


law, 


» 


— 
* — - oo 1 —aꝗ‚. 2.3222. oa in. 
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law, on the day when the emigrants ſhall ceaſe to 
be aſſaſſinated or baniſhed. T aver as a fact, that 
then, conſcience on the one ſide, misfortune on 
the other, and the want of repoſe and ſecurity on 
both, will every where give riſe to voluntary; 


amicable, and ather generous tranſactions, that 


will end in the mutual content of the parties. 


And who does not perceive that the example 
of the good would, in this inſtance; have almoſt 
a coercive. power over the bad? Who does- not 
perceive what an effect would be produced by 


the opinion of thoſe who, never having partici. 


pated in theſe” ſales, would be diſintereſted wit- 
neſſes of their denouement, and: of the juſtice of 
the purchaſers ? What a triumph for manners 
would be that neceſſity to which a man would be 
reduced of doing what is juſt, in order to * 
che looks of bis neighbours! : 


- Laſtly, If, in order to complete theſe treaties; 


whether ſpontaneous or enforced. by public opi- 


nion, a national law ſhould be found neceſſary, 
which may indeed admir of a doubt, this 19 1 6 


Pepe: 


I know of no  offble 8 which As | 


fake place except by means ＋ 4 0 between 
ea all 


viv 
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all kinds of intereſts and every ſpecies. of rights x, 
by an exchange and mutual compen/ation of objes 
to be reſtored and ſacrifices to be made'; ſacri- 
fices and indemnifitations. Let no man recover all 
that he bas loft; ; let no one retain all that he bar 
acquired: but when this ſhall. hav? been reſtored 
to one, and that left to another, tet all be ſecure : 
of preſerving what they have. 


It is not- my place to fix what proportion, 
what baſes, what means ought to be eſtabliſhed 
for this compenſation—that can only be ſettled 
among yourſelves, In lieu of that old decree by 
which a man was declared infamous and a traitor 
to bis country, who' ſhould take even an indiret# 
part in promoting a reconciliation between the na- 
tion and the Emigrants, let your legiſlators de- 
clare thoſe to be benefaors of their country who 
ſhall employ themſelves efficaciouſly in reconcil- 
ing the French to the French; and you will ſoon 
ſee twenty projects more luminous one than the 
other, and which for facility of execution will ex- 
cite your ſurpriſe as much as their n would 
e your proſperity. 


Then, Provia OF Faancyl property will re. 
vive, and true property with all its old advan- 
tages, Perhaps even with new advantages; be- 

cauſe 
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Then you will have become free ; for you wil 


5. brrzwen or run 


cnuſe it i have triumphed in a cerrible- TY : 
becauſe” it will have proved victorious aſter it 
had been thought to be deſtroyed, and becauſe it 
will be clearly proved that nothing can ever be 

dane without it. Then works of reparation, 


preſervation, and: production will be every where 
renewed ; and theſe are works which are as ad- 
vantageous to the morals as to the wealth of a 
nation. Then ſpecie will re-appear ; becauſe 
thoſe Frenchmen who have never quitted France 
will no longer think of hiding it or ſending it 


out of. the country ; -becauſe there are ſome of 


the French emigrants who ſtill poſſeſs ſpecie, and 


becauſe there will be many to whom friends will 


advance money from beneficence, tradeſmen up- 


on ſpeculation, and companies for the encou- 


ragement of commercial enterpriſe, Then the 
taxes will be paid, the finances re-eſtabliſhed, 
and credit reſtored. Then the old and new pro- 
prietors, forming but one body, and having the 
ſame intereſt, will oppoſe one immoveable maſs 


to the ſenſeleſs attacks of the proletarian ] acobins, 


Then, for the firſt time, the government will 
-meet with ſupport from the proprietors, who, for 
the firſt time, will find protectors in them. 


no longer have murderous declarations aſcribed 


89 2 0 
LY ” 0 : 
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to you, but your own beneficent will carried into 


execution. It will be your known opinion that 


will triumph. It was known that if the Emigrants 


were tried in their reſpective departments, they 
would be ALL acquitted * ; the legiſlative body 
has proclaimed the internal ſentence of the de. 
poriments. | 


Tou may remain free; for there will be no 
more liſts of proſcriptioa in which your names 
may be inſcribed with ours, nor tribunals which 
may be compelled to ſend you to the ſcaffold as 


they have ſent us, on the mere repreſentation of 


your name and perſon. The fixty thouſand ap- 
plicants for the eraſure of their names from the 


fatal liſts, and the to hundred thouſand families 


which they involve in their diſgrace, will be 
reſtored to all their civil and political rights, 


The © twenty thouſand prieſts will be releaſed, 
clothed, and fed. The conſtitution will ſoffice 


to ſecure you in future againſt the danger of 
arbitrary impriſonment, The law of the 3d of 
Bramgire will be effaced ; for while the country 
| becomes juſt towards the Emigrants, it will not 
remain unjuſt towards their relations. That 


* See my former quotation of this famous pliraſe, uttered 
in the Cqarenticn « year after the fe gth of Thermider. 


cc country 
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country orders the tranſactions of Vendemiaire to 


be conſigned to oblivion, and every body obeys 
| her mandate. 85 | 


Thhere will then be nothing to prevent yourlegif- 


lation from being juft; becauſe the code of iniquity 


will be deſtroyed. The neceſſity of committing 
twenty crimes in order to ſupport one will no 
longer exiſt, The judges and the juries, left to 


purſue the dictates of their conſcience, will no 


longer be reduced to the alternative of diſobeying 


a law, which is always a great evil, or, which is a 
much greater, of executing an unjuſt and ſanguin« 


ary law. All thoſe fine maxims which decorate 
ſeveral pages of your conſtitutional code will then 
be enforced, and will pay homage to the Govern- 
ment inſtead of depoſing againſt it. Then in- 
deed will THE LAW be the ſame 10 all, whether 
© the ' purpoſe of proteFion « or of ae 


* Moralily will have triumphed ! the general 
manners will have become the public manners. 


As there will be no more crimes to ſupport in 
the region of the government, its members, either 
uͤrged by inclination or ſtimulated by intereſt, 


will haſten to invite or to practiſe virtue. The 
aid of religion v will appear precious, for its cen · 
bars, will not longer be dreaded. 


I Lach, 


Laſtly, as the perpetual inſtability of the Go- 
vernment reſults from the union of contradictory 
principles, ſo will its ſtability be the natural con- 
ſequence of a coalition of all theſe good princi-" 
ples. Should it be perceived that there will be 
ſtill ſomething to deſire in the fixity of the pub- 
lic power, at leaſt its morality; its juſtice, and 
its reſpect for liberty will no longer be queſtion- 


ed ; and nothing will remain to be done: but to 


— 


— and . its Wen 


7 


Rute t theſe are not chimeras chat EF 
preſent to you. Yet | think I hear ſome cor- 
rupt and frivolous character alternately parody, 
my doleful pictures and my flattering promiſes, . 
ingeniouſly repeating, after every deſcription—, 
The expulſion of the Emigrants be return of 
the Emigrants !—and. n that we ped 
thereby refuted me. F r 


0 


No; let me once more obſerve, that is not my 


propoſition, and I believe I have ſufficiently ex- 


plained myſelf on this point. Fazncament! TI. 


repeat, the Emigrants are neither the principle 
nor the end; but merely the effect and the 
means. The ſame cauſe acts upon us that acts 
upon you. The ſame OO deſtroys, the 
ſame Jultics preſerves us both. . 
CC 2 Some 


; a IF, Sane ont 6 
w—_ YO. Ba” Aw ed ee” CY. 


74 reject: any alterations in the Conſtitutional Code, chat may 
**, be propoſed by the Aſſembly of Reviſion; 2. To make 


338  _ pxraNGE of Thx 


Some more ſerious objections will perhaps be 
ueged ; I expect them, and will anticipate ſome. 


ſew of them. They will apply both to the form 


and to theſubſtance. With regard to the former. 


1 ſhall be told, „ What you propoſe cannot be 
&© dane. You excite the people at the meeting of 
* the Primary Aſſemblies to give a mandate, 


« which che electors are to tranſmit to the new | 


© repreſentatives ; the people can give uo man. 
&« Jate*, You then ſuggeſt an inſtruction, the 
te enunciation of a wiſh : the people can give 
& 70 inflruZion'; ; they cannot communicate a 
© wiſh to their repreſenratives f. You would 


at leaſt determine them to prefent petitions: 
4 The people cannot preſent petitions to the 


. oor wy by ee you pretend that 
& the 
"9: % The Members of the herihibon Body are not repre- 


« ſentatives of the Department by which they are eleded, 
** but of the whole vation, and zo mandate can be given 


mT, | them,” —53d Article of the Conſtitution, 


F 66 26. The Primary Aſſemblies meet, 1. To accept or 


«of „ ſuch elections as they have a right to. make 1 ** virtue of 


«© the Conſtitutional Code. P29. ce Whatever i is done either 


in a Primary or Communial Aﬀembly, beyond the. objett 


6 . for which i it was convened, it null. —37 5 The Electoral 
Aſſemblies cannot Aſſeuſi any oljea AAS from. the latin, 


6 with which they are charged.” onſtitution. 


44d ce. All citizens are FREE to addreſs petitions 1 to. the 
«6 public 


— " LET ff 
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« the Legiſlative Body ſhould immediately re- 
« viſe laws which have been inſerted in the 
« Conſtitutional: Code: The Legiſlative Body 
cannot reviſe a. Angle line of the Conſtitution ; 
« it can only convene an aſſembly of reviſion, 
“ and it is obliged to employ n. YEARS in 
6 e * 


What can I ſay, PzorLE of FRANCE of am 
order. of things fo truly inconceivable ?: That 
the more difficult it is to conceive, the more 
impoſſible is it that it ſhould laſt f. That the 


5 „ ® 5 Dee, of hav ” ” 3 * 2 5 Ba 2 2e 
hd 9 * LA _ 


« public authorities; BuT they muff br the petitions of in 
% viduals, No aſſociation can preſent collective petitions, ex- 
«© cept the conſtituted authorities, and they only en ſuch 
&« objefts as relate to their functiom. Conſlitution, Art. 364. 

* « If experience ſhould prove the inconvenience of ſonis 
, articles of the Conſtitution, the Council of Eiders may 
« propoſe their reviſion.“— 327. © The propoſition of 
« the Council of Elders muſt, in that caſe, be ſubmitted to 
« the ratification of the Council of Five Hundred. 38. 
« When, in the ſpace of nine years, the propoſition of ths 
* Council of Elders, ratified by the Council of Five Hundred, 
has been made at three different times, diftant from 
*« each other at leaſt three years, an Aﬀembly of Reviſion 
** ſhall be convened.” — Conſtitution, Art. 13. 

| + This is another of thoſe parts of the Conſtitution which 
ſtand in need of being reconciled with themſeives. It is one 


of thoſe which bear the moſt viſible marks of that imperious 


force of circumſtances which muſt have had ſo great an 
de | influence 


——— — 
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more we examine the queſtion, 4 more fully 
is it demonſtrated that the rev: iſion of your” laws 


is an object of as great importance to the Pro- 
PLE or FRANCE as to the French Emigrants. 


That every violent attempt to obtain it would 
only remove it to a” greater diſtance. That it 
is difficult to imagine how you could be pre- 
vented by any law from giving an iſtruction to 
your delegates, or how ſuch inſtruction could 
become the principle of any act of violence; 
but that if there is the ſmalleſt chance that the 
exerciſe of this impreſcriptibie right will be pro- 
ductive of any diſturbance, you ought once 
more to renounce it, That the triumph of the 
general opinion will become certain in proportion 


© — — — 
influence on the minds of the legiſlators. On quitting the 
reign of terror, which was founded entirely on clubs that 


had aſſumed the appellation of popular ſocieties, they mult 


certainly have been buſily employed in deviſing means for 
ſecuring themſelves againſt the effects of popular influence, 
and it was perhaps impoſſible to avoid miſtakes. Now the 
force of circumſtances which no longer exiſt, ſhould yield to 
the force of reaſon and juſtice, which ought always to exilt. 


Germs of licentiouſneſs ſhould no longer be ſeen in the firſt 


elements of liberty, nor the infru#ions or demands of the 
people lgally aſſembled be confounded with the anarchical de- 


Þberations or ſanguinary edifts of a ſeditious op. or 4 
gon ventcle of tyrants, | 


4 , » : - 18 : - 
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a3 it is peaceable. "Thar by making a good 


choice at the approaching election you will have 
a a good Legiſlative Body, which is the true re- 
medy, in my opinion the only remedy, and muſt 
certainly be an univerſal remedy. 

That a good Legiſlative Body, preſſed be- 
tween ſo many contradictory articles of the 
Conſtitution *, and reduced to the neceffity of 
making a choice, will not heſitate a moment as 
to the object of its preference. . 


That your new legiſlators will have for the 
guides and ſupporters of their conduct, thoſe 
two oracles f whoſe names your Convention 

inceſ- 


What in fact can a be more contradictory chan a  fanda- 
mental article which declares that the people are the ſove- 
reign, and articles of regulation which ultimately deprive 
the ſovereign even of the right of er. ** _— 
ſentatives ? 

+ The public deliberation, which can bind a $5 ub 
«« jeQs to the iovereign (as the ſovereign to the ſubjeQ+), 
«© cannot bind the ſovereign to himſelf; and conſequently 
«« it is contrary to the nature of the body politic, for the 


« ſovereign to impoſe a law upon bimſelf which he is inca- 
c pable of violating.“ RovssEAv, Cont, Soc. ow, vil. 


Of the Sovereign. 

« It is an axiom admitted throughout the world, that the 
© legiſlative power. can know no reftritions, without being 
« W or having its action rendered uſeleſs.” MAaBLYs 
cc 4 On 


the neceſſuy of the meaſure, reſolved upon the 
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inceſſantly 0. and whole . it in⸗ 
ceſlantly violated. 


| That when your two 8 0 commanded 
by the ſafety of the State, inveſted with that 
power which nothing ſhould confine, and which 
cannot tie up its own hands, ſhall have decreed 


alterations to be made in your Conſtitution, and 
ſent them to be rejected or accepted by you, 
they will have no occaſion to accompany their 


decree, as on a former occaſion, with an eſcort 
of artillery, and to conquer your acceptance. 


That, i in ſhort, either to obtain peace.or to 


procure a reviſion of your laws, you may till, 


without violating the letter of your Conſtitution 
as it now ſtands, aſſiſt yourſelves and aſſiſt your 


repreſentatives, firſt by conſulting the known 


diſpoſitions of the candidates who apply for your 


ſuffrages, afterwards by multiplying and pub- 


liſhing the petitions of individuals to ſuch a de- 


gree as to render it evident that they een the 


Ea} wi will. 


— 4 1 PR « — I 


On ae United 8 Da Abs. You ſhould Lan th 2 


article, which applies preciſely to the articles of the French 


| Conſtitution, which are now the object of my conf- 
| deration.. 


Having 


1 
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Having obviared the objection to the point of 

form ; I now come t to that which applies to the. 
e e 


' 1 


This objeRtion i is > nab on our rden and 
conduct; in the conſideration of what we have 


been, and of what we are; of the recolleg ions 


which our haniſhment would leave in our minds, 
and of the ſcenes which would ſurround us on 


our return; in ſhort, on the new troubles, either 
premeditated or fortuitous, which inclination or 


neceſſity would, it is enn * on our 
return to F rance. 


I have nothing to anſwer to thoſe who calum- x 
niate us from hatred, and who hate us for con- 


venience ; nothing particularly to thoſe who, 
without any right to aſſert or intereſt to riſk;; 


have hovered like diſcord over the civil wars in 


France, and have only mingled with the ranks 


for the purpoſe of ſetting brother againſt brother,. ; 
and father againſt ſon. Theſe men wiſh to ſee 
combats in order to ſtrip the dead, and to fee 
towns taken by aſſault in order to reap the ad- 
vantage of plunder. A great nation muſt be 
convulſed to fatisfy their little intereſts of yapity 
or peculation. What effect can the groans of 

| misfortune 


-=__ 
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misfortune and the precepts of nn have 6 on 
men of this „ een | 


= 


But ſome upright and feeling minds have 
ſeemed, while they deplored our calamities, to 
fear that they could have no end. The revolu- 
tion, ſaid they, repels us till more than cupidity. 


. The people are diſguſted with revolutions for two 


thouſand years, This J can eaſily conceive, 
Even thoſe objets of proſcription who till live are 
Jo baraſſed with the miſery they have experienced, 
that they would not have the ſcenes of the revolu- 
tion renewed even to recover their ancient privi. 
leges.— Good God! who can now talk of privi- 
teges ? We talk of our country, of peace, of 
being reſtored to the boſom of our families, of 
repoſing our old age under the ſhelter of our in- 
fancy, of taking back our aſhes to the tombs of 
our fathers, and of leaving behind us a ſubſiſtence 
for our children. Renew the revolution] Alas! 
all we aſk is to finiſh it. The ſtrongeſt ground 
we have to ſupport our claim is that our recall 
will terminate the revolution, and that 1 it cannot 
be ren without it. | 


* We are told, that at P great a diſtance we are 
incapable of making juſt obſervations, and that ue 
: are 
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gre miſtaken with regard to the internal ſituation 
of France, To this I anſwer that, at the. ſame 
diſtance, I believe much greater miſtakes. are 
made as to the ſentiments of the great mals of 
Emigrants. | 
Is it the paſſions that excite your apprehen- 
ſions? Is it Pride? Ambition? Hatred? 


Pride !—Alas ! misfortune bows down the head 


of pride much ſooner than it breaks the benevo- 
lent and upright mind. That pride itſelf too 
ſighs to return, as the only means of procuring 
a ſmall remains of independence. When he has 
once recovered it he will not again riſk its loſs ; 
he has already felt too ſeverely the conſequences 
of ſuch a loſs; he has too often experienced the 
importance of having a country, even in order 
to be well received in a foreign land. And be- 
ſides, among ſo many prodigies of ſtrength, 
among ſo many monuments of victory, what 
other pride can we cheriſh but that of a pure 
and irreproachable conſcience, and conſequently 
that pride which, far from tending fo interrupt 
public order, becomes, on the contrary, its beſt 
ſecurity ? ; | 


Ambition! 


. 22 * — 8 * 
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Ambition On what can it be fixed, if 8 
ound bear the fame ſignification that it formerly 


did? The old ambition is extinct; a nes one 
will doubtleſs ariſe, even in our minds; but what 
will be the objects of its purſuit ? A few acres of 
land, a houſe, a roof, the ſupport of a family, 


the benevolence of neighbours, the triumph of 


extorting repentance from perſecutors, the plea- 
ſure of rewarding by virtues thoſe who ſhall have 


cauſed the perſecution to ceaſe, Oh! may there 


be many ambitious men of this deſcription, and 


the country which they ſhall inhabit, whatever it 


may have ſuffered, will be ſpeedily repaired! 


Hatred It could only be directed againſt 
the authors of our calamities, and where are they 
to be found? Some of them are already puniſhed, 


and the others will be diſperſed. The exiſting 


power will then be the power that will afford us 


turn, and for the recovery of all that we ſhall 


poſſeſs. It will have repaired: the crime which 
others had committed ; ; it will be entitled to 
gratitude, and even to ſacrifices ; and we will 
unite with it in pronouncing the ſublime words 
which were uttered in the midſt of you, © Rx- 


ec SPECT TO REPENTANCE!” In ſhort, if ſome 
_ Wk 


ſafety. We ſhall be indebted to it for our re- 


__ 1 ES * WY FR 
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few diſpoyions were to prove ſo-untameable as 
to ſuffer their paſſions. to triumph over. their 
misfortunes and their duties, it would be rather 
from abroad than at home that men of that 
deſcription would excite troubles and diſorders. 
At home they would be diſconcerted by all that 
ſurrounded them, watched by all who ran any. 
riſk of becoming their victims, reſtrained by 
laws whoſe ſeverity even would be juſt, becauſe. 
in that caſe they would commit an offence againſt. 


a ſociety of which they had become voluntary 


members, after they had been ING with its 
conſtitution ®. = 


And do not ſuppoſe that theſe ſentiments are all new to 
us, or that they ariſe at the time when we need their aſſiſt. 
ance.' We judge of your general opinion by ſuch of your 
writers as are worthy to communicate.it. At leaſt adopt the 
ſame rule with us, and ſay where you ever met with a tolera- 
tion more benevolent and yet more noble, more of that 
loyalty that extorts reſpect, more of that patriotiſm which 
moves the ſoul, than in that account—of whom ? Of a victim 
who eſcaped from Quiberon. What a recital, and what fa#s ! 
What heart, however hard, would not be affected at the 


fight of thoſe priſazers and thoſe guards, of thoſe. Freach 


Royalifts and thoſe French Republicans, profirated together 
before the altar, and mingling their voices in imploring the mercy 
of Heaven upon the fate of France? | lay this picture before 


you becauſe it, contaivs our defence, and our reſources, I 


quote this publication becauſe you have ſeen it, and becauſe 
I know it affected all who read it. Well! ſuch are our 
general feelings, and ſuch is the manner ia which they are 
expreſſed by almoſt all our writers. Thoſe who ſpeak dif- 
ferently are not read. The one have never forſaken reaſon ; 
and reaſon has ſubducd ihe others, 

Illuſion ! 


MS 


dread of expoſing it to the ſmalleſt danger by ; 


398 DEFENCE 87 Ty _ 


Inuſion !—We are again told, Ve ſhall u not is 
at bome the ſame as we art abroad. We miſtake 


our oton di pehliont. V think ourſelves capable 


of a generic or a refignation whith is above the 
forte of man. So many atts of injuſtite are not to 
be forgotten, while living among the men who com 
mitted them. © A man cannot paſs the ſpot which. 
bas been deluged with the blood that was deareſt 
to bis heart without burning with the defire of 
vengeance! Alas! will that impreſſion be leſs 
powerful which ſprings from the deſire of pre- 
ſerving what we till have left; and from the 


any one act of imprudence? That perpetual 
admonition which we ſhall receive from all ex- 
ternal objects - that new kind of ſentiment which 
will mingle with all our other ſentiments—thoſe 
unknown ties by which we ſhall feel ourſelves 
dependent on a mother, a ſiſter, or a friend, 


whom we had been on the point of loling, and 


who will appear to have been but juſt ſaved, and 
that by a miracle! So many lives which have been 
cut off by violence, which in the common order 
of nature ought ſtill to exiſt, and which we ſhall- 
add to the ſmall number of thoſe which have 
been ſpared. Do you think that theſe will be 


| wants leſs urgent, ſecurities leſs ſold, prepoſiet-: 


ſions leſs powerful than the blind thirſt for, 


vengeance, which even the ſacred mandates. of 
che 
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the dead have forbidden us to ſatisſy? We ſhall 
weep over them no doubt; but tears are not 
ſeditious. We ſnall weep over them, and it 


will form one of the moſt frequent employments 
of our lives, one of the greateſt conſolations of 
our ſorrows. But revenge them? and upon 
whom ? and with what arms ? and at the riſk of 
what heads? Alas | let them ceaſe to quote the 
very excels of our calamities as a pretext for 
prolongiag their exiſtence; and the horror of 
the injuſtice we have experienced, as an eternal 
obſtacle to its reparation, Let it not be urged, 
that we can never be reſtored to that part of our 
families which Heaven has preſerved for us, be- 
cauſe hell has been permitted to deſtroy all the 
—_ = | 


And do you ſuppoſe that that morality, that 
religion, which we lately found to be ſo neceflary 
to your tranquillity, afford neither precepts for 
our conduct, nor ties for our conſciences? Our 
misfortunes, People of France] are of that de- | 
ſcription. which morality honours, and religion 
rewards, Under the protection of theſe only 
reſources againſt calamity, of theſe only ſupports 
of human weakneſs, we have been inceſſantly. 
placed: every thing made us cheriſh their ap- 
proach, which nothing rendered formidable to 

2 us. 


— 
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ws. Many unhappy beings among yoorktvs | 


| have applied for the ſame aſſiſtance ; and they 
Kno that ſuch an intercourſe developes new 
ſentiments in the mind, and creates diſpoſitions 


unknown before. You will ſet us an example 


of many new virtues, and do us the juſtice to 
believe that we alſo ſhall introduce fome new 


ones Among you, 


'* PzopLE or France! Let an union of out 


virtues be formed ! Let the triumph of public 
manners be eſtabliſhed' on the reparation of al 
private calamities ! I ſhall conclude by recalling 


to your attention an engagement contracted in 


your names: an engagement which you vill | 
not diſavow. It will ſcarcely obtain credit at 
this time, but it is nevertheleſs true, that at the 
period when your repreſentatives declared war 
againſt Europe and againſt us, from the mid 
of their unbridled paſſions which had not all 
thrown off the laſt check of remorſe, a ſolemn 
proclamation iſſued, containing the following 
_ : ; 


4 « The FRENCH NATION, when victorious, will 

a ( neither ſeek for indemnification nor ven- 
& geance. It is the determination of all F rench- 
* 2 to forget every thing when they mall no 
15 « Jonget 
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te longer haye any thing to dread, and to con- 
« ſider their adverſaries, when vanquiſhed, re- 
tc conciled, or eres. as ee 9 2 


© BEING OF BEINGS! ! Thou _—_ it 
haps the ſole Judge from whom man can expect, 
in theſe , unhappy times, complete juſtice 
Thou who haſt permitted me to invoke thee, 
and who, in giving me a conſcience, reſervedit 
to thyſelf the power of reading it every inſtant; 
ſuffer me to bend my knee before thy Supreme 
Majeſty, and to preſent this Work to thee : and 

when I ſhall have intereſted thy goodneſs in its 
ſucceſs, on which depends the fate of ſo great a 
number of thy creatures, permit me to call upon 
thee to witneſs the purity of my intentions; the 
candour with which I have ſet forth what I be- 
lieve to be true, and advanced what I believe to 
be juſt; and laſtly, the ſacrifice which 1 thought 
myſelf called upon to make, when, in order bene- 
ficially to ſerve the cauſe of humanity, I gave 
up queſtions which events had decided. . . Thou 
knoweſt whether any of my principles have been 
changed ; whether I have betrayed any one of 
my ſentiments; and whether any of the objects 
which deſerve my veneration and regret have 


* Proclamation of the Legiſlative Aſſembly, on the 2gth 
December 1791. 
D D become 


—_ 
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become leſs ſacred to me; but T do not give 
laws to the world. Thy decrees have greater 
force than my deſires, and I muſt pay obedience 
to thy will, as well when it agonizes my heart, as 
when it confoles it. I thought I might be al- 
lowed to love my country although it be go- 
verned by different opinions from mine. 1 
thought it my duty to defend my fellow-citizens, 
by invoking that authority which can alone ex- 
tricate them from the gulph of defpair. I thought, 
above all, that thou hatedſt falſehood and perjury, 
by whatever pretext they may be coloured; that 
oaths ought to riſe ſuperior to wiſhes, and that 
my conſcience did not depend upon my ſorrows. 

Deign to give relief to our misfortunes, and to 
fuccour our weakneſs. Conſole the land which 
gave us birth, and that which has afforded us 
an aſylum. Spare and move our fellow- citizens. 

Diſarm and reward our benefactors. Give peace 


and Juſtice to the world. 


 LALLY.TOLENDAL. 


26 AD 57 


THE END. 
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1. TAMLY SECRETS, Literary and Domeſtic. By 


l Mr. PRATT. | 
Concerning thoſe things wherein men's lives and perſons are moſt 
« converſant.” | Bacon 


In five large Volumes, 12mo. Price 11. 5s, Boards, | 


« Mr, Pratt has introduced to a numerous ſet of readers a novel that has 
the merit of being at once tender, pathetic, and full of love; and, which may 
be a more uncommon circumſtance, of love mixed with the greateſt diſtretion. 

Monthly Review, May 1797. 


 « In the yolumes before us, there are ſeveral beautiful and affecting ſtrokes 
of nature.” Analytical Review, April 1797. 


« This production is in the manner of the Old School ; that is, the author 
has made it his chief object to diſplay Nature as ſpe is, and to exhibit ſuch 
characters as cannot but be found among thoſe claſſes whom he has delineated. 
Accordingly, the great merit of the book conſiſts in the ſeveral ſcenes pro- 
ducing their appropriate effects, and the whole tending to impreſs on the mind 
new motives to love, and to promote humanity, virtue, and religion.“ 

Gentleman Magazine for May. 


2. GLEANINGS THROUGH WALES, HOLLAND, 
AND WESTPHALIA; with Views of Peace and War at 
Home and Abroad. To which is added, HUMANITY ; or, The 
Rights of Nature: A Poem. Reviſed and corrected. By Mr. 
= 2 three Volumes, 8 vo. Price One Guinea in Boards, 

n, - 


« We have found ſo many lively and pleaſant exhibitions of manners, fo 
many amuſing” and intereſting anecdotes, and ſo many obſervations and 
reflections, gay and grave, ſportive and ſentimental, (all expreſſed in a f 
and familiar ſtyle,) better ſuited to the purpoſe than ſentences laboured wi 
| artificial exactneſs, that we cannot but recommend it to our readers at 2 


highly amuſing and intereſting performance.” | 
; Analytical Review, Jan. 1796. 
| 3. AN 
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By Mrs, PARSONS, in three 'Volomes. * Price 108, 6d. 
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„ CLARA DUPLESSIS, / and CLAIRANT: The 
His rok r of a Family df Fa ENR EMleRAN TS. Trand- 
lated from the German. In 3 Volumes, 12mo. Price 108. 6d. 
— r ö 


ts pathetic novel, or relation of fats, has been deſervedly ſuccefiful 


both in its native countty and at Paris, The characters are drawn with a 
truth of nature which is truly admirable ; eſpecially that of the Viſcount. 
. The diſtreſs, every where reſuſting from prejudice, tends to counteract 

muſt feel indebted to the author for the fairneſs with which he 
cauſe; and every democrat ſhould acknowledge the favour which he ſhews to 
their ſpeculations. The pathos of Richardſon and of Rouſſeau ig not uafrg- 
quently emulated in the fituations, and in the letters; and they derive a noe 
velty of intereſt from the great events with which they are interwoven. 

% We ſhould with, pleaſure tranſſate ſome affecting fragments, but a work 
of this tamp is not formed to be Jong a ſtranger to our literature.” 


. SECRET HISTORY of the FRENCH REVOLU- 
TION, from the ConvocaTions of the NoTaBLEs in 1787, 

to the Firſt of November 1796. Containing a vaſt Number 
of Particulars but little known; together with Extracts of the 
moſt remarkable Publications on the Revolution, which have 
appeared in France, Germany, and England. Tranſlated 


145. in Boards. . , ik ; ' &4 * . 
6. An HISTORY, or ANECDOTES of the REVOLU- 
TION. in RUSSIA, in the Year 1762. Tranſlated from the 
French of M. DE RULHIERE. With an elegant Head of 
the late Eur Ass. Price 45. ſewed. REES 


This work was written by the author ſhortly after the tranſactions which 
he relates, of which he was an eye-witneſs. Great efforts were made by 

CATRAERINE at the Court of France, to ſuppreſs the publication, Btibes 

and menaces were made uſe of, but ſhe could ſucceed no further than to 

obtain a promiſe that it ſhould not appear in ber lifetime. The Empreſs 

being now dead, it is juſt publiſhed in France, by the Heir of M. Dx RuL- 

RIZR. | | | 


« The grounds of M. D Rvrnreae's 1 ſeem indiſputable, 
and his readers appear to have every reaſon to be {atisfied with his diſcernment, 
1 in unfolding the motives and circumſtances that concurred in bringing about 
8 this ſtriking event. He is no ſervile copier, but has drawn his characters, and 

_ = deſcribed his ſcenes, with the hand of a maſter. Such is the account now, 
for the firſt time delivered to the public, of the circumſtances attending the 
melancholy end of PE TEA III. the abſolute menarch of a vaſt —_—_ 


miſchievous opinions for which it inſpires the deepeſt pity, Every 
Meade their | 


Apps to Monthly Review, Val. 22. 


from the French of Francis PaGzs, In 2 Vols. 8vo.” Price 


\ 
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3. AN OLD FRIEND WITH A NEW FACE, 4 Novel. 


\ noOOKks 4 FI Logs 2 22 | 


a. | I wir at 6 
months, ſo many acts of humanity and IA ſuch diſpoſitions to 
promote the h : of mankind, that bis d in point of Nui 4. 
mand from the 92 heart a tear upon bis aſhes. 

« We ſhall ooly add, that we have ſaldom mer with more in 
eie anecdorer, than thoſe tha ve contained in the little work which ws 
have now reviewed. v7. App to Monthly Review, Hol. 22, 


7, ay RESIDENCE in FRANCE, during the Years 1792, 

; deſcribed in a Series of Letters from an Engliſh 

LEE 3 and incidental Remarks on the French 

Cha-adter A Manners. TOS * bro. POO an 

Edition. Price 14%. Boards. 

4 It js only Juſtice'to fay, that the 1 l as poliſhed as the matter is in 
. the ae v4 pa oh me will remain 8 

Britiſh Critic, April 1 1797- | 


8. A LETTER to the Honourable THOMAS ERSKINE; | 
containing ſome STRICTURES on his «© VIEW of the 
„ CAUSES and CONSEQUENCES of the preſent WAR 
« with FRANCE.” By JOHN GIFFORD, at * 
Ninth Edition. Price 36. | 


« Seeing dſo, as every reader muſt here ſec, Ade heats 
2nd proofs to bare aſſertion, we cannot conceive ourſelves biafſed by any kind 
of prejudice, when we pronounce that this publication contains a complete and 
folid anſwey to Mr. Erſkine.” Britiſh Du. April _ 


A JOURNEY OVER LAND to INDIA, partly b 

a Route never gone before by any European. By DONA 
CAMPBELL, of Barbeck, Eſq. who formerly commanded a 
Regiment of Cavalry in the Service of his Highneſs the 
Nabob of the Carnatic. In a Series of Letters to his Son. 
Comprebending his Shipwreck and Impriſonment by Hyder 
Alli, and his ſubſequent Negociations and Tranſactions in 
the Eaſt, Handſomely printed on fine wove Paper, 4to. Prics ; 
One Guinea in Boards, 0 

« A Work like this has, in one eſpe, an advantage over thoſe Books 
of Voyages and Travels which are writien on the ſpur of the occafion 3 
for it abounds with matured refleQions, and contains the travels of the 
writer's mind, together with big bodily ions. We cannot take * 
without expreſſing our admiration of the ſpirit and perſeverance diſplayed 
Mr. Campbell in ſurmounting the difficulties and dreadful hard ibips, w 
he has deſcribed with ſo much feeling and ability.” 


Monthly Review, 08. 1795. 


10. A GOSSIP's STORY, and a LEGENDARY TALE, 
By Mrs. WEST, Author of Advantages of n &c,. 
In two Volumes, 12mo.. Price 78. in 
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11. LOVE. PILGRIMAGE, » a Story — f 
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